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UP IN SMOKE

Oklahoma voters
won’t see weed
on the ballot in 2016

ELECTION
ISSUE
Report: Numbers
of stalking
cases increases
GRACE BABB
Senior Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu

A

“When
it comes
to Oklahoma,
we’re usually severely slow when it comes
to change.” she said, “We are a generation of good
ideas and good ambition but are usually stopped by
old ideas slowing things down way more than what
they should be.”
Oklahomans for Health, an organization that works
for legalization of medical marijuana, has also spoken
out publicly against the rewrite of the state question.
“We anticipated that he (Pruitt) would rewrite
it,” said Chip Paul, a member of the organization.
“However, I never anticipated that he would write
it in such an egregious state. I don’t know when the
primary for the next questions are but we’ll have to

boy waits for you outside the class. You
met him recently, and you don’t know
very much about him. You didn’t ask
him to wait for you, and he never asked you if
you wanted him to.
You feel uncomfortable, but you don’t know
how to tell him. You know what’s happening isn’t
right, but you’re not exactly sure what to do.
Your ex-girlfriend texts you daily, even though
you don’t respond. You’ve blocked her on social
media, but she makes new accounts just to follow you.
She threatens to harm herself if you don’t see
her. You’re afraid she will make good on the
threat. You don’t know who to tell or talk to about
it, but you want this behavior to end. Sometimes
it feels like she will never leave you alone.
A man you went out with once keeps showing
up in the same places that you happen to be. At
first you thought it was coincidental, but then it
kept happening. After the third time, you told
him to leave you alone.
All of a sudden, he began showing up outside
your home. You fear for your safety, and are unsure of how far he might escalate. All you want
is to be able to live normally again.
According to Oklahoma City Community
College’s Annual Security Report, there were
38 total reports of stalking from 2013 to 2015.
Those numbers jumped from just two in 2014,
to 13 in 2015 – a 550 percent increase in just
one year.
One young woman, Sara Jones, has experienced the fear of being stalked. Sara agreed to
tell the Pioneer her story, but asked that her
name be changed.
Jones was walking through the college’s
parking lot one afternoon, just about to reach
her car and head home. She was relieved the
day was over. It had been hard in recent weeks,
dealing with a messy breakup in the midst of
school and work. Her ex-boyfriend would not
leave her alone.
She spotted her car at the end of the long row
ahead of her, when a man jumped out from
behind a nearby vehicle, yelling her name.

See MARIJUANA Page 8

See STALKING Page 9

BRANDON KING
OCCC News Writing Student
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klahomans will get
the opportunity
to vote to legalize
marijuana – but
it won’t happen this year.
Though state voter will face
several state questions on
the November 8 the vote to
legalize medical marijuana
has been delayed.
Supporters of the proposal
circulated an initiative petition to place the issue on the
ballot.
The petition required 66,000
signatures. And even though
advocates were able to get the signatures, those signatures were not
verified in time for proposal to be on the
Nov. 8 general election ballot.
Norma Sapp, executive director of the Oklahoma Branch of the National Organization for the
Reform of Marijuana Laws, worked to get the marijuana question on the ballot.
“It was up and ready to go but they just didn’t
file it on time,” Sapp said. “We told Scott Pruitt and
he didn’t listen. In fairness to him, he didn’t know
there’d be so many questions. Still though, we got a
referendum and got enough signatures for the state
and that’s really what should matter.”
Pruitt has been met with criticism from marijuana
advocacy groups and members the general public.
Morgan Smith, an elementary school teacher for
Wheeler Elementary School said the delay is “par
for the course.”
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COMMENTS AND REVIEWS
MOVIE REVIEW | New independent film explores devil worship

Realism in horror: Movie pulls from Satanic Bible

T

here is little “real” knowledge
when it comes to satanic rituals, but local filmmakers found
the talent and eye for detail to produce a
frightening portrayal to complete their
new short film “Servus De Infernum.”
The original piece from the minds of
Gary Berger and Josh Mowatt is available to stream on YouTube, and will
be screened at the upcoming Midwest
Horror Shorts Film Fest on October 28
at the Independent Artists of Oklahoma
Gallery.
The film tells the story of a young
woman, played by Katie Monroe, leaving
her day job to venture into the woods
to prepare herself for a ritual that ends
in bloodshed.
It is a short film with a strong visual
narrative.
The dark ambience the film displays is
enhanced by the interesting audio work
done by Scott Slagel and Cheryl Corey,
incorporating whispers and white noise
to disturb and discomfort.
A subject as touchy as devil worship
is something very taboo in the South.
The rhetoric has always been centered
around the conservative values within
people and places of power, and many
don’t even talk about religions such as
Satanism or Wicca, which Berger wanted
to explore.
Berger ran a haunted house for years,
which helped develop a fascination
and appreciation for the look and feel
of horror that always stuck with him.
“That was kind of the natural fore. I’d
build my own props, we’d do our own
set design,” he said.
The movie was an original idea he

came up with on the drive home from
Pauls Valley. “The things you think of
on an hour long drive you know? We
found the filming location first, and then
that kind of bred the idea for the movie.”
Berger did his research for the film’s
material, as he wanted it to be detailed
and accurate. From the chants to the
writings on the wall, Berger found most
of the information he needed within the
Satanic Bible.
“I did a lot of research when it comes
to the chant that she was doing in the
ritual within the movie. My actress Katie, she did a lot of research on making
sure her latin enunciations were correct. We made it as legit as we possibly
could,” he said.
Artistic liberties were taken as Berger
wanted to keep the ritual short, but he
said the integrity of it was intact. “I took
the first four or first five lines of the chant
directly from the book, then I added
in the last line ‘Servus de Infernum’ to
tie in the title and to say that she was a
servant from hell,” Berger said.
Berger and Mowatt plan to stick to
horror for their next project, “The Final
Photograph.”
“It’s probably our most ambitious
project yet. I want to say it’s a short film,
but it might end up being thirty or forty
minutes long,” he said.
You can find the short film “Servus
de Infernum” on YouTube.
—Victor A. Pozadas
Art & Music Writer
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New fitness class and intramural sports schedule
TRAVIS FORSYTH
Sports Writer
sportswriter@occc.edu

AYPERI AL JAWAHIR: Photo Provided

Oklahoma City Community
College adds Belly Dancing to
the growing list of fitness classes
and the updated intramural
sports schedule gives students a
variety of ways to stay active for
the remainder of the semester.
Belly Dancing classes will be
available to students every Monday at 5:15 p.m. and 6:15 p.m.
The class is to be taught by
Ayperi Al Jawahir, a professional
belly dancer from Oklahoma City.
Jawahir is the president and
creative director for the Aalim
Belly Dancing Academy and
has been studying the discipline
since 1997.
OCCC has also announced the
updated November intramural
sports schedule.
Open Run Basketball, Volleyball, and Indoor Soccer will all
begin in the first week of Nov.
with a Ping Pong tournament set
for Nov. 29.
Sports and Recreation Specialist Matthew Wright said Open
Run Basketball will begin Nov.
2. Games will be played at 6 p.m.
Wednesday nights.
“Each week will feature a new
one-day double elimination
tournament” Wright said. “Players are allowed to play any week
they want and are not obligated
to stay on the same team.”

Wright asks that students signup no later than 5:50 p.m. so
games may start on time.
Nov. 3 marked the start of the
intramural Volleyball season.
Games are on Thursday nights
between 5:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.
“Games will be play on one of
the basketballs courts in the gym”
Wright said. “Each game will be
a best out of three series.”
No equipment is required.
Nov. 4 kicks off the beginning
of the intramural indoor soccer
season. Games will be played
every Friday from 2 p.m. to 5
p.m. depending on the number
of teams.
Play will consist of five on five,
40 minute games will on one of
the basketball courts located in
the gym Wright said.
Participants will need to bring
their own shin guards.
Students are required to bring
their student ID to attend fitness
classes or sporting events.
Players register via a signup
sheet, located in the Rec and Fit
office.
The Wellness Center is located
between the College Union and
the Social Sciences.
For more information about
belly dancing or other fitness
classes available, contact Brooke
Dresel at brooke.dresel@occc.
edu
For information on intramural
sports, contact Matthew Wright
at matthew.j.wright@occc.edu

Notes, comment cards and misplaced wallets investigated by police
GRACE BABB
Senior Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu
On September 26 a man’s
wallet was reported as stolen.
It was last seen in the open,
unsecure shelves across from
the check-in desk in the Wellness Center. After an hour in
the gym, the man noticed it
was missing.
All necessary information
was gathered to complete the
report, and the man left the
security office. A few minutes
later, the wallet was turned in

to the lost and found.
On September 27, a victim
stated that his wallet was stolen
from his locker in the men’s
locker room. After filing the
report, the victim found his
wallet in another locker. Nothing was missing.
On September 29, a dispatcher in the Campus Police
Department reported that a
male subject held his phone
up to the office window and
appeared to have taken the
dispatcher’s photo.
The subject was told not to
do it again.

About an hour later, a student reported a domestic incident that occurred off campus,
and said that she was afraid of
her ex-boyfriend coming onto
campus.
On October 3, a young
woman reported a suspicious
interaction on campus that had
taken place the previous week.
On September 28, an unidentified male made contact
with her while she was walking
to her car. He followed her to
her vehicle in a manner described as “hovering around.”
On September 30, the wom-

an was on campus again when
she discovered a note on her
vehicle. The note said “Wanted
to say hi, but you to fast lol.” It
included a name and a phone
number.
A police officer contacted the
number, and a student admitted to leaving the note.
He said that he had left the
note on September 28, and
had observed the interaction
between the young woman and
the unidentified male.
He stated that he did not
speak to her at all, but they were
parked close to one another,

and he “thought she was cute”.
On October 5, it was reported to the Campus Police Department that several OCCC
comment cards had been
submitted that raised concern.
There was no threat determined due to the content of
the cards, but the sheer volume
was concerning.
The subject who wrote them
was contacted, and stated that
he meant no harm and apologized for causing any concern.
He told police that he would
“tone” it down in the future.
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EDITORIAL/OPINION
EDITORIAL | Experimenting on prisoners cruel and unusual

SQ 776: Oklahoma executions are flawed
The Oklahoma Legislature has presented State
Question 776, an amendment that says the death
penalty cannot be ruled
unconstitutional.
While the state still
struggles to determine
how to execute prisoners,
Oklahomans will vote
on the guarantee of the
state’s power to impose
capital punishment and
set methods of execution.
I urge voters to vote NO on SQ 776. The Oklahoma
Legislature cannot be trusted to be both effective and
humane regarding the executions of state prisoners.
Here’s why:
The state question comes in direct response to a halt
of all Oklahoma executions. The halt was imposed
last year, under the request of Attorney General Scott
Pruitt. Due to inadequate administration of lethal
drugs, the executions of Michael Lee Wilson, Clayton
Lockett, and Charles Warner did not go painlessly.
The botched executions caused chaos in the
Department of Corrections, exposing unfavorable
practices of obtaining drugs for lethal injections,
incorrect drugs given in executions, and possibly
contaminated sedatives used during the execution
processes. The faulty executions resulted from a lack
of lethal drugs in the U.S.
A North Carolina pharmaceutical manufacturer,
Hospira, has stopped producing sodium thiopental,
a barbiturate. Sodium thiopental was the main anesthetic used for executions, and Hospira was the only
FDA approved company to make the drug. With the
drug unavailable, death penalty states struggled to
find solutions.
Georgia officials finally located a small business in
London, called “Dream Pharma,” that would provide
sodium thiopental for the state. The business was ran
by a man named Mehdi Alavi. Georgia, Arkansas,
Arizona, and California all placed orders with the
company. Arizona used the drug’s acquired from
Dream Pharma to execute Jeffrey Landrigan in 2010.
Jeffrey A. Stern wrote about the drug issue in a piece
for The Atlantic.
Stern wrote, “Maya Foa, an anti-death-penalty
advocate based in London, saw Dream Pharma
mentioned in court documents related to Landrigan’s execution and decided to pay a visit. At the
company’s address, she found a small building with
peeling white paint and a placard that read Elgone
Driving Academy. Inside she found two desks and,
in the back of the room, a single cabinet. That was
it: Dream Pharma. Alavi imported execution drugs
from elsewhere in Europe and shipped them to the
United States, using that cupboard in a driving school

as his base of operations.”
Reprieve, a human-rights organization, notified the
British government, arguing that “supplying drugs
for executions violated British law, since the death
penalty is illegal in Europe.” The British government
eventually agreed, banning the sale of execution
drugs to the U.S.
Maya Foa went on to persuade the European Commission to amend its torture regulations. As a result,
the U.S. can no longer obtain execution drugs from
anywhere in Europe.
With an execution scheduled in December 2010
and sodium thiopental nearly impossible to get,
Oklahoma looked for an alternative. Officials chose
pentobarbital, made in the U.S. by Lundbeck, a
Copenhagen-based company. John David Duty was
executed in the state with the new drug.
After Foa discovered the use of pentobarbital, she
went to the executives of Lundbeck, and informed
them of the drug’s usage. Lundbeck implemented
distribution controls on the drug, and the Oklahoma
Department of Corrections could no longer obtain
their second choice of anesthetic.
Clayton Lockett and Charles Warner were scheduled for execution in March of 2014, yet the Oklahoma
Department of Corrections no
longer had the drugs to execute
them. Mike Oakley, the general
counsel for the DOC, was tasked
with finding new drugs to use in
the inmates’ executions. Oakley
found that Florida had used a
drug called, “midazolam,” which
acted as a sedative in the execution of William Happ.
During Happ’s execution, he shook his head, opened
his mouth, and blinked. Midazolam was also used by
Ohio in the execution of Dennis McGuire, who was
reported to have “snorted, heaved, clenched one of
his fists, and gasped for air.”
Oakley recommended midazolam to DOC.
As Lockett and Warner’s execution dates quickly
approached, their lawyers teamed to fight the use of
painful drugs in the execution. Each lawyer requested
a stay of execution, which went through several courts
with no solid conclusion. After the lawyer’s several attempts to grant the prisoners a stay, Attorney General
Pruitt finally admitted that the state did not have all
the necessary drugs for the executions. Lockett and
Warner were both granted a one month stay.
One day before his execution, the Oklahoma Supreme Court granted a longer stay for Lockett. This
would give Lockett’s attorney a chance of winning a
case against the drugs. But the same day, Governor
Mary Fallin issued an executive order, stating she
did not recognize the authority of the Oklahoma
Supreme Court to grant a stay. Lockett’s execution was
rescheduled for the same night as Charles Warner’s
execution, which was only a week away.

State representatives then filed articles of impeachment against the justices who voted for the stay. Under
pressure from the legislature, the Oklahoma Supreme
Court lifted the stay just two days after it was granted.
Clayton Lockett was executed on April 29, 2014.
After IV’s were inserted incorrectly and the wrong
drugs administered, Lockett writhed on a gurney for
45 minutes before dying of a heart attack. Charles
Warner was executed on January 15, 2015. His last
words were, “my body is on fire.” Officials later found
that potassium acetate was used in his execution,
which was accidentally used in place of potassium
chloride.
Sen. Anthony Sykes is SQ 776’s chief legislative
sponsor. When speaking about the death penalty in
a press release, Sykes said “it is critical that we protect our ability to enforce it.” Sykes also coauthored
House Bill 1879 with Rep. Mike Christian, R-OKC,
introducing nitrogen hypoxia as a new method for
executions in the state.
Research on the assurance of nitrogen hypoxia
for the bill was not done by a medical professional,
but by a criminal justice professor at East Central
University, located in Ada, Okla.
Rep. Christian had known Copeland for years,
and asked him to look into the
quandary of better execution
methods. After Copeland’s recommendation, HB 1879 was
written. Nitrogen hypoxia has
never been used in an execution
before, but was signed into law by
Gov. Mary Fallin in April of 2015.
With state governments rushing to find the cheapest, fastest, and least painful ways to enforce a statesanctioned killing, the quality of drugs obtained has
been questionable, and at times –illegal. It is hard
to place anymore trust into nitrogen hypoxia as not
being a cruel or unusual way to die, with no prior
testing or proving of its successful use in the U.S.
Oklahoma will be using death row inmates as
experiments with nitrogen, just as they have tested
different, painful drug cocktails in recent years.
This experimentation could constitute an “unusual
punishment,” which violates the Eighth Amendment.
Bryan A. Stevenson, a professor of clinical law at
New York University School of Law and the executive
director of the Equal Justice Initiative wrote a debate
piece for the Constitution Center about the Eighth
Amendment. In his debate, Stevenson wrote, “If we
execute people with methods that are torturous and
inhumane, then we have a death penalty that violates
the Eighth Amendment.”
After the botched executions, a Bipartisan Death
Penalty Review Commission was formed to research
and review the entire state’s implementation of the
capital punishment system. The Commission’s reSee DEATH PENALTY Page 5
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CAMPUS
HIGHLIGHTS
Clothing Drive
Kappa Beta Delta will be taking donations of clothing to Our Sister’s Closet
to support the YWCA. Donation Boxes
can be found at the Business Division
Office, Accounting/Business Lab, Social Sciences Division Office, IT Division
Office on the library’s third floor, Math
Division Office and the Engineering and
Sciences Division Office from Oct. 31
to Dec. 1.
Native American Heritage Month
Indian Health Services Scholarship
Program presentation at12:30 p.m.
Nov. 8 in room 1x5.
Mark Williams, CEO of Native Boy
Productions will discuss issues facing
Native American filmmakers at 12:30
p.m. Nov. 10 in 1X5 and the Chickasaw
Nation Dance Troup will perform at 4:30
p.m. in the courtyard.
Dr. Murray of the Chickasaw Nation
will host a presentation on issues facing Native American college students
at 12:30 p.m. Nov. 14 in 1X5.
“I am NDN” program presentation
discussing Nation’s Drug-Free Youth
Program at 12:30 Nov. 15 in 1X5
Movie night at 6 p.m. Nov. 16 in the
VPAC theatre.
Tasha Frida of OCU will highlight the
Indian Law Center and discuss legal
issues surrounding DAPL, eminent
domain and other topics at 12:30 p.m.
Nov. 17 in 1X5.
Christians on Campus Bible Study
Bible studies take place Noon to 12:45
p.m. Mondays and 12:30 p.m. to 1:15
p.m. Tuesdays in room 1C5. For details, email christiansoncampus.occc@
gmail.com or text/call 210-685-8718.

EDITORIAL/OPINION
Death penalty: State fails 8th Amendment
Continued from Page 4
search is not due for release until spring of 2017,
which will come long after decisions on SQ 776
are made.
A 2014 study by Katherine Beckett, a professor at
the University of Washington, showed that jurors in
Washington state were four and a half times more
likely to impose a death sentence for a black person than a white person. Several other states, such
as Maryland, Indiana, and
New Jersey have conducted
government funded studies
over the death penalty, with
all three states finding similar
results of high costs and racial
biases in the legal structure of
the death penalty.
The information found by
the Commission could likely be controversial and
contentious, causing a greater discussion about the
death penalty’s role in Oklahoma. However, if SQ 776
passes, conclusions made by the Commission will
not be able to effectively change the death penalty’s
standing in the state.
Former State Senator Connie Johnson, Chair of
the Say NO to SQ 776 Campaign Committee, wrote
about the agenda of SQ 776 in a guest post for the
Oklahoma Policy Institute. Johnson said SQ 776
will put the death penalty above the law. “If it passes
and is allowed to stand, this amendment prevents
Oklahoma courts from ever declaring the death
penalty or a method of execution to constitute cruel
or unusual punishment — a violation of the Eighth
Amendment to the US Constitution.”
Johnson wrote, “Oklahoma’s judiciary will be
prohibited from interpreting whether the death
penalty violates the Eighth Amendment, regardless of how economically, racially or geographically
discriminatory it is, how arbitrary it is, how effective
legal representation is, or how badly executions are
botched.”
Oklahoma’s current execution methods of lethal
injection, electrocution, and firing squad are all inhumane methods of implementing the death penalty.
Under SQ 776, Oklahoman’s will not be able to
contest the death penalty in its harshest forms.
Stevenson also commented on the number of
innocent prisoners who have been on death row.
“Since the modern era of capital punishment in the
United States began in the 1970s, 154 people have
been proven innocent after being sentenced to death.
We have executed more than 1400 people during the
same time period,” Stevenson wrote.
“For every nine people executed, one innocent
person has been exonerated. For progressives, this
is an unacceptably high rate of error: The probability
that an innocent person has been or will be executed
offends our standards of decency, and renders the
death penalty cruel and unusual punishment that
violates the Eighth Amendment.”

Richard Glossip was scheduled to be executed in
late 2015, but was granted a stay after potassium
acetate was delivered to the DOC.
Potassium acetate is the same drug that was mistakenly given to Charles Warner.
Glossip has maintained his innocence, and has
several state officials behind his case. U.S. Sen. Tom
Coburn wrote to Fallin in a letter with Barry Scheck,
co-founder of the Innocence Project, requesting a
stay for Glossip. “We also don’t know for sure whether
Richard Glossip is innocent
or guilty,” they wrote. “That
is precisely the problem.”
In September, Randy
Steidl spoke to the Oklahoma Republican Liberty
Caucus about the negative limitations on judicial
review that SQ 776 presents. Steidl was exonerated
of the death penalty in 2004, after being wrongly
convicted in 1987.
He was on death row for 18 years.
“Without the judicial review I finally got, I’d be
dead today or at least be languishing in prison,” Steidl
said. “I really believe that Oklahoma’s track record
so far is not very pretty when you’ve got 10 people
that’s been exonerated.”
Oklahoma has a history of inhumane and unethical
methods of execution. In 1972, death by electrocution was ruled unconstitutional by the U.S. Supreme
Court for its cruel nature.
Today, Oklahoma still reserves electrocution as
a back-up when drugs for lethal injection are not
available.
The question is not a vote to keep or do away with
the death penalty, but a question of whether the death
penalty should be concretely preserved in our state’s
constitution. You can still support the death penalty
by voting no on SQ 776
The ballot title presents new mandates to the constitution, including the authority and responsibility
of the legislature to ensure that the death penalty
is enforced. If a common method of execution is
ruled unconstitutional, such as lethal injection, the
legislature can proceed with a death sentence using
a different form of execution.
The end of the ballot title says that the death penalty itself, independent from the method used for
execution, can not be deemed as cruel or unusual
punishment under the state’s constitution. Under
SQ 776, the legislature is given far too much power
of life and death for Oklahomans, far overstepping
the judiciary and executive branches.
The incompetence seen in the state-sanctioned
killings of Clayton Lockett and Charles Warner show
that the Oklahoma legislature should not be given
the authority to enforce the death penalty.
Vote NO on SQ 776.
—Sophia Babb
Editor
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OCCC students stand with protestors

O

klahoma City Community College
student, Janelle Lawson (pictured
left) raises her fist in solidarity at the
Rally For Standing Rock.
Protestors (pictured above) gathered at the
Oklahoma State Capitol Building on Monday,
Nov. 1.
Photos by Aaron Cardenas/Pioneer

Nursing students draw record breaking numbers to blood drive

N

Ashley Hebert, a nursing student at OCCC, encourages
ursing students at Oklahoma
City Community College broke students to sign up to give blood when they can.
“Other than the small stick that you get before they
records during this semester’s
draw the blood, it’s actually pretty relaxing. You just get
blood drive.
The drive raised 55 blood donations, with to sit there, get a free t-shirt and a cookie afterwards. It’s
over 100 people signed up to donate.
Professor of nursing, Shelley Myers, said
numbers haven’t been as high since 2004.
The donations went to the Oklahoma Blood
Institute, which provides 250,000 gifts of
blood annually for Oklahoma patients.
The nursing program also donated a total
of $330.48 to the OBI.
Emily Ward, Communications Manager of
the Oklahoma Blood Institute, commented
on the importance of giving blood.
“It’s important to give blood because blood
cannot be manufactured in a lab, it cannot
be recreated. The only way we can get it is
through volunteer blood donors,” Ward said.
“There are people in our local hospitals that
receive blood on a daily basis due to different
cancers, or other conditions that require them
to need blood transfusions. It’s important we
keep that supply up.”

really pretty pain free.”
Myers said she was thrilled with the drive’s success.
“It was a great experience, and Nursing 1 will be doing
another one on February 1st in 2017.”
Photo by Sophia Babb/Pioneer
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First responders hone skills in mass casualty drill

S

tudents and faculty members of Oklahoma City
Community College’s Health
Professions programs hosted an
educational mass casualty simulation at OCCC on Wednesday
Oct. 26.
Photos by Victor A. Pozadas
and Aaron Cardenas/Pioneer
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Millenials represent changing tide of voters
PRESTON POOLE
OCCC News Writing Student
ALEX LUSK
OCCC News Writing Student
Though millennials make up 28.9
percent of the voting population in
Oklahoma and more than 31 percent of
the population in the United States, they
have historically had a low voter turnout,
according to the Pew Research center.
However, that trend could be changing.
The polarization of the country’s major
political parties and the visceral dialogue
of this year’s presidential election has
brought increased attention to the voting process.
The approval ratings for both Donald
Trump, the Republican candidate for
president, and Hillary Clinton, the Democratic candidate, are historically low.
A Washington Post poll showed Hillary
Clinton had a 56 percent unfavorable rate
while Trump’s unfavorable rate stood at
63 percent.
With both candidates being so unliked,
many wonder how millennials will vote,
or if they will vote at all.
“You are a single voice in a multitude, however a
single vote is still a single vote,” said Alexandra Lusk,
a millennial voter. Lusk said that part of the reason
people don’t vote is due to the poor education people
receive about government.
“People don’t know how to vote! It’s often left up to
their parents, who usually don’t care, or it’s up to that
student,” Lusk said. “This feeling of not knowing how
to vote or even what’s on the ballot is a common one.”
In recent years, voting by millennials has increased.
In 2012 Barack Obama won the youth vote 67 percent
to Mitt Romney’s 30 percent, shown in a study by
Politico. In that election alone, the youth share of
the electorate rose from 18 to 19 percent.
This election may not offer a favorable candidate,
but some millennials, still validated by the last elec-

MILLENIAL VOTERS: Aaron Cardenas/Pioneer

tion, plan to do their part.
Kira Poole, a student at the University of Central
Oklahoma said she planned on voting, even though
she didn’t like the candidate.
“This is an election that is defined by voting with
your conscience, because the things that Trump has
said has shaken me to my core,” Poole said. “I am
sincerely terrified of him becoming president. Even
though I’m voting for Hillary by no means does that
mean that I’m with her. I don’t find her to be honest.
I think she’s corrupt and ruthless.”
A different poll by the Washington Post indicated
that 41 percent of millennials say they do not intend to
vote at all. Husk said that she would research the third
party candidates, and that if she didn’t like them, she
would more than likely write in a candidate’s name.
A number of millennials were heavily invested in

Bernie Sanders and were surprised and confused
when he did not win the democratic nomination.
“I have no idea why his campaign teetered out like
it did,” Poole said.
With Bernie Sanders out of the contest and Trump
suddenly the Republican nominee, many millennials
decided that not voting is the best option.
“Apathy is a response,” Lusk said.
Even with the difference in ages, millennial voters
are in the same boat as everyone else, saying they
are far from comfortable with the contest for United
States president.
Though many new voters will be casting their
first ballot, the election is not seen as a positive
experience. Whether millennials choose apathy or
a traditional candidate, Nov. 8th is approaching fast,
and the outcome will go down in history.

Marijuana: legal delays push vote to 2018
Continued from Page 1
shift from activism to advocacy and lobbying.”
Fear that marijuana will adversely affect the mental health of the nation has sparked several groups
including Citizens Against Legalizing Marijuana,
have taken up the fight.
“When it comes to our organization, we are completely in favor of the FDA regulated use of marijuana,”
said Scott Chipman, Southern California Chairman of
CALM, “but we aren’t in favor of recreational usage.
But what most states are doing are legalizing the drug

with the face of using it for medicinal purposes but
are really just legalizing it so that people can smoke
it recreationally. It’s just a back door legalization.”

Some students at Oklahoma City Community
College have suggested that maintaining marijuana’s
prohibition runs counter to public interest.
“I think the fact that almost everyone does it and
it’s still illegal is just dumb,” said Karen Martinez,
an OCCC student. “It’s been proven by scientists in
the states that it’s legal in that it helps in all of these
treatments. But making it illegal and putting people
in jail because of it is only going to make treatment
for people who really need it harder.”
The vote to legalize marijuana statewide will be put
to the vote in the next round of state questions in 2018.
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Stalking: Student shares personal experience
Continued from Page 1

for Jones. She went to the security office that same
day and filed a report.
She was met with understanding and support.
“They were very helpful in providing resources
and making sure that the school was a safe place for
me to be. Title IX has a great program if you’re being harassed at school. If you’re getting a restraining
order, they will have a woman come with you during
the process so you don’t have to be alone. They’re a
great resource,” Jones said.

training,” Switzer said. “Because they understand
the concept better, they are more likely to report
Within seconds, she realized the man was her exstalking behavior.”
boyfriend. He had known where she was going to
Stalking is a fairly common occurrence. Accordbe, and was waiting.
ing to the National Center for Victims of Crime, 1
Sara ran as fast as she could to her car. She called
in 6 women and 1 in 19 men experience stalking
her mother for help, who told her to go to the camvictimization at some point during their lifetime.
pus police.
“We’ve come into a time where it’s just more recBefore the incident in the parking lot, Sara had
ognized,” Switzer said.
received a text from her ex earlier that day that said,
She explained how easily dating relationships can
“I see you.”
escalate into stalking when things go
“At the time, it didn’t even rub me the
wrong.
wrong way. Because of all the crazy stuff
“When they end, one of the person’s
he had said to me before, I wasn’t even
doesn’t
want to let go, and that can eas- Sara Jones
phased. I thought he was just trying to
ily bleed into a stalking situation. With
scare me,” Jones said.
just two or more unwanted contacts,
This was not the first time he had folJones hasn’t heard from her ex since the restraining you get there pretty quickly,” Switzer said.
lowed her.
order was filed.
Both Jones and Switzer advise others to report
Sara’s ex had shown up at a restaurant where Jones
“It was a huge weight off of my shoulders,” Jones said. stalking behaviors as soon as possible.
was eating dinner, causing a scene. He had come to
Many victims of stalking are confused, scared, and
“If a person feels like a pattern is there, they don’t
her house multiple times, and spoken to her little
unsure of what they can do. Some victims do not even have to be able to sort it out or answer all the questions.
brother when she wasn’t home. These were only a
realize that they are being stalked. It can take shape It’s better to report and be overly cautious than to be
few incidents that occurred after the end of their two
in many different ways and forms. It isn’t as simple under cautious, or not cautious enough,” Switzer said.
year long relationship.
as a stranger following you home.
Jones encouraged frightened students to report the
“At the beginning of it, I thought it was something
When someone makes you feel uncomfortable by incident.“For anybody going through the same situathat would go away. I figured not speaking to him
following, observing, surveilling, or communicat- tion, it’s better to be safe rather than have something
would make it go away,” Jones said.
ing with you two or more times, whether directly or worse happen to you,” she said.
The incident in the parking lot was the last straw
indirectly, it is stalking.
People who stalk are statistically more likely to be
It could be sending threatening prone to violent behavior, according to the National
messages through text or social Census of Victim Service Providers. In 1 out of 5
media, or simply having unwanted cases, weapons are used to harm or threaten victims.
contact repeatedly.
It’s not something that the school wants students
“A lot of times people don’t to take chances with, Switzer said.
understand what’s happening at
“People need to know that they need to trust their
first. It’s definitely something that’s instincts and trust their gut. If you feel like you are
complex and difficult and pretty being stalked, it may be that you are. It’s better to get
emotional. It’s a really odd situa- help. Even if you’re not sure,” Switzer said.
tion to be in,” Jones said.
Switzer advises keeping all documentation of the
According to the Violence behavior as evidence.
Against Women Act and Okla“If you feel like an old boyfriend is stalking you
homa’s statutes, stalking is defined and his texts become concerning, don’t delete them,”
as two or more acts directed at a Switzer said. “If he shows up on your door, keep track
specific person that would cause of the dates.”
a reasonable person to fear for
Reporting stalking also helps prevent further
their safety.
incidents to occur with other potential victims. The
This includes, but is not limited NCVSP has found that almost one third of stalkers
to, acts in which the stalker directly, have stalked before.
indirectly, or through third parties,
“Imagine if no one had reported [him], to what
by any action, method, device, extent would he go? Those people don’t need to be
or means, follows, monitors, ob- on campus,” Jones said.
serves, surveils, threatens, or comIf you feel like you are being stalked or that your
municates to or about a person, or safety is at risk, the college has resources to ensure
interferes with a person’s property. you are not alone.
OCCC’s Equal Opportunity
A confidential report of sexual assault or stalking
Director and Title IX Coordina- can be made by contacting a licensed counselor in
tor, Regina Switzer, believes that the Student Support Services Department in person,
the jump in the college’s stalking or online through a complaint form that can be subreports may be a result from a bet- mitted in order to discuss options with the college’s
ter educated student body.
Title IX Coordinator.
“I think people understood betA report can also be filed with campus police in
STALKING: Photo Illustration by Victor A. Pozadas and Grace ter what stalking is after the intro- person, or by phone through the department’s nonBabb/Pioneer
duction of the sexual harassment emergency line at (405) 682-7872.

“At the beginning of it, I thought it was
something that would go away.”
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Voters guide to Oklahoma State Questions
PROVIDED BY THE OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION

Death Penalty - State Question 776
State Question 776 addresses the method of execution for inmates on death row, and it states that the
death penalty shall not be deemed cruel and unusual
punishment. If approved, a new section would be
added to the Oklahoma Constitution allowing the
state to continue to impose the death penalty, even if
a specific method of execution becomes unavailable.
Death sentences would remain in effect until they
can be carried out by any method not prohibited by
the US Constitution. If approved, the constitutional
amendment would apply to the state constitution
but not the federal constitution or courts applying
federal law.
Agriculture - State Question 777
The proposal would forbid the state of Oklahoma
from regulating the use of agricultural technology,
livestock procedures, and ranching practices.
Similar proposals were presented to voters in other
states, first in North Dakota. A similar amendment
passed in Missouri in 2014. Oklahoma’s State Question 777 is inspired in part by opponents of Proposition 2 in California. Proposition 2 required certain
farm animals to be able to lie down, stand up, fully
extend limbs, and turn around freely.
Education Funding Tax - State Question 779
If approved, Article 8-C would be added to the
Oklahoma Constitution creating a limited purpose
fund—the Education Improvement Fund. An increase of the sales and use tax by one cent on the
dollar would provide revenue for the fund. School
districts that benefit from the fund would be subject
to annual audit. Funds generated by the tax cannot
be used to replace other state funding of common,
higher, career and technology, and early childhood
education. The provisions of the new article require
a minimum $5,000 salary increase for teachers over
the salaries paid in the year prior to adoption. The
funds generated would not be used to increase the
salaries of school superintendents or to add superintendent positions.
Law Enforcement - State Question 780
If approved, State Question 780 would reclassify
certain offenses, such as simple drug possession
and property crimes, as misdemeanors rather than
felonies. The reclassification of the drug possession
offense is intended to be applied to persons who use
the drugs, not to those who are selling or manufacturing the drugs. The measure also would change
the dollar amount threshold for property crimes

POLLING PLACE: Aaron Cardenas/Pioneer
charged as felonies from $500 to $1,000. The goal of
this measure is to reduce the size of the state’s prison
population and to reduce the amount of state funds
being spent on prisons. SQ 780 proposes to change
Oklahoma statutes, not the constitution.If the measure is approved, the changes proposed would not
be retroactive. Sentences for current inmates would
not change.

programs, including those that address mental
health and substance abuse, or provide job training
or education. The money would be distributed to
Oklahoma counties in proportion to their population. The intent of SQ 781 is to focus on root causes
of criminal behavior such as addiction and mental
health problems, as opposed to placing more people
charged with lower-level offenses behind bars.

Criminal Rehabilitation - State Question 781
If the measure is approved, State Question 780
would reclassify certain offenses, such as simple drug
possession and property crimes, as misdemeanors
rather than felonies. The reclassification of the drug
possession offense is intended to be applied to persons
who use the drugs, not to those who are selling or
manufacturing the drugs. The measure also would
change the dollar amount threshold for property
crimes charged as felonies from $500 to $1,000. The
goal of this measure is to reduce the size of the state’s
prison population and to reduce the amount of state
funds being spent on prisons. SQ 780 proposes to
change Oklahoma statutes, not the constitution. If
the measure is approved, the changes proposed would
not be retroactive. Sentences for current inmates
would not change.
The implementation of State Question 781 is contingent on the passage of State Question 780. If SQ
781 is approved by voters, but SQ 780 is not, none
of the changes described in SQ 781 will be enacted.
If both measures are approved, SQ 781 would create
the County Community Safety Investment Fund.
The money must be used for county rehabilitative

Alcohol - State Question 792
If the proposal is approved, it would repeal Article
28 of the Oklahoma Constitution and replace it with
Article 28A, which restructures the laws governing
alcohol. If approved, the measure will go into effect
on October 1, 2018. Currently, under Oklahoma
law, liquor stores can sell full-strength, unrefrigerated beer but cannot sell cold beer or chilled wine.
Liquor stores can sell wine and spirits but no other
items. Grocery and convenience stores can sell cold
low-point beer (3.2 percent alcohol by weight) but
not spirits, wine, or high-point beer.
State Question 792 would change the current alcohol laws to allow grocery, convenience, and drug
stores to sell cold, high-point beer (up to 8.99 percent
alcohol by volume) and wine (up to 15 percent alcohol
by volume). Liquor stores would be allowed to sell
cold beer and any item that also may be purchased in
a grocery store or convenience store—except motor
fuel—in limited amounts. Liquor or spirits will still
only be available for purchase from licensed retail
liquor stores.

Take part in the conversation – leave a comment on our facebook page.
www.facebook.com/OCCCPioneer
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Concerns of voter fraud unfounded
AARON SMOOT
PAIGE STUART
LILLIE ANDERSON
OCCC News Writing Students

of voting fraud hurts more than the actual few who
commit the crime.
“People should have faith in the voting process,”
Dean said. “Although public perception makes people
think elections don’t count, Oklahoma actually has
one of the most advanced voting security systems
in place.”
Oklahoma’s voting laws require a voter to sign a

written affidavit and show their state- issued identification. Dean said the system has methods in place
that will raise flags if a ballot is submitted more
than once under a person’s name. He said the state’s
voting system has the pieces in place to recognize
fraudulent votes.
Though voter fraud is rare in Oklahoma, many
“When one signs the affidavit and commits a
voters believe there’s a problem. This year, Donald
fraudulent vote, they would in turn be charged with
Trump, the Republican candidate for president, said
two felonies. Is it really worth the repercusthe election process was “rigged.”
sions to gain a few extra votes?”
Nationwide, about 62 percent of voters
Lorraine Minnite of the Oklahoma Policy
said they believed the candidate they supInstitute said nationwide there have been
ported lost because of voting fraud, accordfew cases of voter fraud.
ing to a report written by Joseph Uscinski
“Voters acting on their own have no raof the Washington Post.
tional cause to vote fraudulently. The odds
But is voter fraud a problem in Oklahoma?
of casting a deciding vote are miniscule and
The answer is no.
cheaters risk criminal prosecution under
Since 2000 there have only been two restate laws on the books for decades,” she said.
corded cases of voter fraud being committed,
Minnite said the United States “needs to
with a total of three people charged.
wake up.” She urged citizens to establish
According to the investigative website
a movement to develop voting rights and
Oklahoma Watch, 73-year old Darryl Cates
access.
of Adair County was charged in 2012 for
“To build confidence in our democracy,
filling out two absentee ballots. Published
we should look for ways to fix actual election
reports show that Ronald and Brenda
problems – and recognize that individual
Henry, a married couple in their late 60s,
voter fraud is not one of them,” she said.
were charged earlier this year for filing false
For more information on voting regulaabsentee ballots as well.
tions, the state election board, or candidate
Bryan Dean, spokesman for the Oklahoma
FRAUD: Photo Illustration by Victor A. Pozadas/Pioneer
information visit ok.gov.
State Election Board, thinks the perception

Unravelling the historical signifigance of this election
SOPHIA BABB
Editor
editor@occc.edu
November 8, 2016. Election day in the United States.
This election may be remembered as one of the most
deciding events of our lifetime.
Each candidate is unique to the traditional political
process. Hillary Clinton is the first female presidential
nominee, and Donald Trump is the first non political
figure to be a nominee in over six decades.
With tipping points such as immigration, health
care, the Supreme Court, and climate change on the
platform of both parties, Hillary and Trump will both
have to make huge, lasting decisions.
Supreme Court
Six of the last nine presidents have served two
terms, meaning a win by Hillary or Trump will
decide the fate of the courts. Four Supreme Court
justices are over the age of 86, and eight seats are
currently filled. If elected, either candidate will have
to nominate a justice and achieve the confirmation
of the Senate. Whoever the winner of this election
nominates to the Supreme Court will be incredibly
important for America, as the Supreme Court serves
as the final judge of all laws regarding Congress and
the Constitution.
During the October 19 live debate, Donald Trump
suggested that Roe v. Wade would be overruled if he

were president, because he would appoint “pro-life
justices on the court.” Clinton has encouraged the
Senate to approve Obama’s nominations for the Court, after Justice
Antonin Scalia’s death in February.
Obama nominated Judge Merrick
Garland of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. Clinton
has not said whether she would
renominate Garland or not.
Already Historical
Early voting numbers have broken records this year,
with 2.6 million Texans casting their votes early. In
2012, only 1.87 million Texans voted early. Louisiana
voters have also broken records, with a 67 percent
increase in early voting from 2012. In terms of voter
registration, Oregon, Washington, and Texas registered more voters this year than any year before. In
addition to voting records, this election has set huge
records in the history of the media. 17.1 million tweets
were sent out during the first presidential debate,
making it the most-tweeted debate ever.
Data from the Pew Research center showed that
only 23 percent of young voters are satisfied with
their choices for president, which is less than half the
amount of satisfied young voters in 2008 and 2012.
Stevana Simmons, first time voter and Broadcast
student at OCCC, said she hadn’t been involved with
the political process for this election.

“I think I’ll look back on this and say this is one of
the most important elections of my life.” However, like
much of the voting population, Simmons “isn’t happy” with her choice.
“I often say it sucks that this is the
first election I’m actually voting in.”
Political science professor at
Oklahoma City Community College, Shanna Padgham, spoke on
the significance of this election. “In
1920 the 19th amendment passed, and that was giving
women the right to vote in the first place,” Padgham
said. “Less than a hundred years later, we’re going to
see the first female president nominee. It’s already
historical in that context.”
Padgham also commented on Trump’s little political experience.
“We’ve had non political people run for president
before, be a party’s nominee, or be a president, but
it’s been six decades since someone who wasn’t a vice
president, governor or senator run for the president.
Either way, we’re going to make some big history.”
After lecturing about campaigns and elections to her
political science class, Padgham saw discrepancies in
the reality of the election and the way elections were
described in the class textbook.
“There were so many changes, the whole chapter
has to be rewritten. History books will have to be
rewritten after this election,” she said.

