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CHIEF: Daniel Piazza is the newly appointed chief of OCCC’s campus police department 
following the retirement of former Chief James Fitzpatrick.  Melissa sue lopez/pioneer
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Senior Writer
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For Asian students, the Lunar New 
Year is as much a time of longing as for 
festivities. It’s a time when they miss the 
closeness of family and familiar cultural 
traditions.

No lucky money, no new clothes, no 
dancing dragons, and most of all – no 
feast with all the family members that 
people back home will be partaking of.

On Monday, Feb.8, many Asian coun-
tries such as China, Vietnam, Thailand, 
Cambodia and South Korea will celebrate 
the biggest event in a year which is called 
Lunar New Year. This year will usher in 
the year of the monkey.

Lunar New Year is an event that marks 
for the end of the old year and the be-
ginning of the new, based on the lunar 

calendar, which is very popular in Asian 
cultures. It is a time for family members 
to get together in order to remember an-
cestors, discuss the bad and good things 
that occurred in the past year and make 
plans for the next year.

Usually, people in Asian countries will 
celebrate the holiday for seven to 10 days, 
and during this holiday time, most busi-
nesses, schools and stores will be closed.

However, in America in general and in 
Oklahoma in particular, people do not 
know much about Lunar New Year, so it 
is hard for international students here to 
celebrate this traditional holiday.

Engineering major Su Guan said 
since coming to Oklahoma, missing 
Lunar New Year in China makes him 
feel homesick. 

“I think Lunar New Year (to me) means 
[...] maybe like missing (people), and I 
miss my family members —my grandpa, 

my mother, my father,” he said.
Guan said the way Lunar New Year is 

celebrated in America and in his native 
country is totally different.

In China, classes would be dismissed 
for the celebration.

“Here we do not really celebrate it 
because we still have classes,” Guan said. 
“So after class, we just go to Chinatown 
supermarket to buy some dumplings, 
hot pot or something like that.

“Then we go back home, and we call our 
friends, and we just get together,” he said.

Guan said in his country, everyone 
would start a new year with firecrackers, 
then meet with all their family members 
and eat together.

He still hasn’t planned what to do for 
this Feb. 8 because he may have to study 
for tests during the New Year event.

Undecided major Khanh Ho, from 

Lunar holiday celebrated with some heartache

The college’s second police chief  
LENORA LAVICTOIRE
Editor
editor@occc.edu

Lying on newly promoted 
Chief Daniel Piazza’s desk 
is a brochure.

This brochure highlights 
a vision that former Chief 
James Fitzpatrick had for 
the OCCC Police Depart-
ment when he started it 
in 2010 – to be fully ac-
credited.

“This is our first step,” 
said Piazza. He is working 
to get the department ac-
credited—first by the state 
and then nationally. 

“We’re gonna better serve 
the students, faculty, and 
staff with us being a certi-
fied agency,” Piazza said.

OCCC’s second chief  
came to the college to apply 
as a police officer in 2013. 

He said he walked into 
the Main Building by the 

welcoming center and 
stopped to observe. 

“The common area stu-
dents were seated— they’re 
talking, they’re laughing. 
Everybody just seemed so 
happy,” Piazza said. “It was 
just such a positive atmo-
sphere. And I thought it 
would be nice to be a part 
of something like that.”

And he is. He got hired, 
and over the years he 
worked his way up the 
ranks to acting sergeant, 
lieutenant, and is now fi-
nally chief.

Daniel Piazza is now a fa-
miliar face around OCCC. 

President Jerry Steward 
said that within a few 
months of him coming to 
the college, Piazza became 
one of the most liked and 
respected officers there.

Steward said he’s pleased 
with Piazza’s promotion.

See CHIEF pg. 9
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People are consuming their 
news in so many different ways. 

For some, they go old fash-
ioned and read a newspaper 
every morning. 

For others, they get their 
news by watching the local and 
national television channels. 

However, in this day and age, 
social media is the method I, 
and many of my peers, most 
often employ to get our daily 
fix of news. 

Sure … social media is a great way to consume 
news, because you can be treated to a constant feed 
of breaking stories in real time the moment the news 
is actually breaking. 

It’s very helpful and it’s very current. 
At the same time though, social media is also 

absolutely horrible. 
There are two sides to the spectrum, and the biggest 

reason for the negative side is that the need for instant 
gratification has rendered the collective attention span 
of Facebook and Twitter users so ridiculously short 
that it’s become practically nonexistent. 

What I mean by this is that people no longer truly 
look at the articles anymore. 

Any big, controversial headline on social media is 
spread like wildfire, and people never actually click 
the article. 

This can cause so many issues when it comes to 
how people consume news and their knowledge of 
what’s going on, because a lot of the time, they’re 
straight up wrong.

This issue isn’t just because of the people reading 
the news. It’s also about the outlets that are putting 
out these click-bait headlines. 

This can be true of reputable news outlets, or ob-
viously sketchy ones. People believe everything and 
don’t spend the time to truly look at the article. A 
quick scroll through your timelines and you should 
be able to spot someone who is guilty of this.

For example, I’ve worked at Chipotle Mexican Grill 
for close to two years. Recently, Chipotle has come 
under fire for an e. coli outbreak in other parts of 
the United States. 

I’m sure most people have heard about this. The 
outbreak has been handled really badly by media, 
evidence of this being the “outbreak” that occurred 
here on Oklahoma. 

A Chipotle in Norman had traces of e. coli, and 
the news spread like wildfire. Everyone in Oklahoma 
quickly found out that ‘e. coli was found at an Okla-
homa Chipotle.’ 

Very few of the headlines actually said which res-
taurant it was and some articles completely omitted 
the location of the restaurant. 

Those headlines turned our Chipotle, the busiest 
in the state, into an absolute ghost town. Countless 
customers come in and ask if the e. coli issue has 
been taken care of at our location, even though we 
never had an issue. 

This is something I still regularly hear about weeks 
later. 

Overall, this issue is something I see regularly. 
Social media is a great tool for finding news, but it 
can also be very bad if it falls into the wrong hands. 

While my example is very miniscule, the big picture 
remains. If people can completely avoid coming to a 
restaurant they normally frequent because they just   
read the headline, imagine what happens when people 
have the same habit when it comes to actual issues. 

If an article headline is interesting, readers should 
have no issue investing a couple minutes of their time 
into actually reading the article. 

But, unfortunately, 140 characters is usually all 
people have the attention span to read. 

  
 —Ian Manera
Sports Writer

A headline cannot tell readers a full story 
EDITORIAL | Writer says people today are too lazy to spend time reading an article fully 

College president urges students to visit state capitol
LETTER TO THE EDITOR | Your chance to have your voice heard by your representatives in Oklahoma government is here

IAN 
MANERA 

To the Editor:

 Higher Education Day at the 
Capitol is Tuesday, Feb. 16 at 
the State Capitol, 2300 North 
Lincoln Boulevard.  

Higher Education Day is an 
excellent opportunity to visit 
your legislators and explain 
OCCC’s important role in 
higher education and in eco-
nomic development.

 To prepare you for this event, 
we will provide you an infor-
mational packet containing 
contact information for your 
legislators, some key talking 
points about current issues 
related to Oklahoma’s higher 
education, and additional 
program details. 

You may obtain these legisla-
tive visit packets on Friday, Feb. 

12, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the 
President’s office.

A carpool sign-up will also 
be available for any faculty, 
staff, or students.  

The carpool will leave cam-
pus at 9 a.m. and there will be 
hourly shuttling to the Capitol 
from OCCC.  

The Higher Education Day 
program begins at 2 p.m. in 

the House of Representatives 
Chamber at the State Capitol.  

You are encouraged to visit 
your House and Senate mem-
bers individually or in groups 
prior to the program. 

Please sign-up for carpool-
ing in the Office of Student Life.

If you have any questions 
about the event or about your 
elected officials, or wish to 

register for Higher Education 
Day at the Capitol, please 
contact Ms. Aislinn Burrows 
at (405) 682-7879 by phone or 
via email at aislinn.v.burrows@
occc.edu.Student attendance is 
encouraged.

 Thank you.
—Jerry Steward
OCCC President
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MUSIC REVIEW | Sophie’s book could make you laugh out loud                                                       

I visited a bookstore in Norman last weekend. 
After taking my time browsing the aisles filled with 
words waiting to be read, I had this “ah ha” moment, 
a realization. Reading IS my hobby. Duh!

I could spend days reading. Actually, 
no, let me rephrase that, I can read a 
handful of books within days because 
once I begin, I can’t put a book down. I 
have to know how the story ends.

“Can You Keep a Secret?” by Sophie 
Kinsella made me laugh a lot. Like laugh-
ing out loud funny. The light-hearted 
novel is sure to humor you.

Young, witty and caring Emma Cor-
rigan has an infectious personality and 
some secrets. Secrets that even her best 
friend doesn’t know anything about. 
Things quickly change when Emma’s 
plane experiences severe turbulence. Emma’s sure 
she’s going to die. Out of panic, Emma reveals her 
most embarrassing secrets to the complete stranger 
sitting next to her.

What Emma doesn’t know is the stranger wouldn’t 
be a stranger for very long. Soon she finds out the 

stranger on the plane, the one who knows every 
humiliating detail about her, is her boss. Specifically, 
he’s the CEO.

The guy is a legend and when he visits the office, 
Emma’s world is turned upside down. 

Throughout the novel, Emma ques-
tions the choices she’s made in her life. 
Is she happy or has she been making 
decisions based on the opinions of family 
and friends?

Kinsella depicts Emma in such a way 
I was able to relate to Emma in one way 
or another.

Like I mentioned before, this story is 
light-hearted and fun but like any great 
author, Kinsella has a central theme: 
don’t be afraid to be yourself. The reason 
Emma had so many secrets was because 

she just lied about herself for fear of being rejected.
I had never read any works by author Sophie Kin-

sella but , oh my gosh, I look forward to her next novel.
Rating: A

—Erika Fierro
Staff Writer

Little rats make your day every day 
SERIES REVIEW | The writer said people should consider having a hamster at home

Why do you have a secret?   

One app which I want to introduce to you is 
called YikYak, has been under a lot of scrutiny 
lately. 

The app allows people who are in the same 
area to post anonymously to a forum. 

This is the Internet, so allowing anonymity 
has brought on hateful comments towards mi-
norities, women, and the LGBTQ community. 

However, schools seem not to be tolerating 
the threats. 

A Western Washington University student 
was charged for threatening to lynch the black 
student body president, and another student 
at the University of Missouri was arrested after 
threatening to shoot all black people. 

The comments are so bad that many colleges 
have blocked the app on their wi-fi. 

The app is estimated to have 3.6 million 
monthly users, the majority of whom are col-
lege students. 

I downloaded the app after hearing stories 
about these threats being made at other cam-
puses.

Thankfully, I have not seen any threats made 
on the app.

In fact if there were, the entire 12 users at 
OCCC would probably not even see such a 
threat.

At OCCC, a YikYak post has maybe three 
upvotes. 

Where is the turn-out? 
Have OCCC students not heard of the app? 
There is usually only a post about every 24 

hours. 
Typically, it is something sort of funny and 

college related— complaining about students 
in pajamas, 8 a.m. class, or being hungover.  

Someone did post about selling weed.
I would really not advise anyone to post to a 

public forum on an app that tracks your loca-
tion about doing something illegal. 

Anyway, OCCC needs to either up its YikYak 
game within the next week or I am definitely 
not keeping the app.

Rating: F
 
             —Lenora LaVictoire
            Editor

College’s 
YikYak app 

boring

Last week, I bought a hamster for my nephew birth-
day. Honestly, I always thought that I would adopt a 
pet like a dog or a cat, but had not a thought about 
having a hamster because I could not imagine how 
I could feed or take care of tiny animals. 

However, when we went to PetSmart, I was so 
impressed. The store offers everything for anyone 
who wants to have a 
hamster. If you want 
to get that little rat, 
you have to purchase 
a cage with bedding 
floors, food, and many 
kinds of toys for it to 
play with. 

I also never thought 
about the  difficulty  in 
choosing a hamster be-
cause there are a bunch 
of species such as Syr-
ian hamsters, Dwarf 
hamsters, Campbell’s 
Dwarfs, and Winter 
White hamsters. Each kind has each unique color, 
shape, and character. Picking one of them took us 
nearly one hour,not counting choosing its cage and 
toy.

Honestly, I could not take my eyes away from the 
hamster we bought that night. The way it (I am not 

sure whether it is female or male) played with its toy 
was so cute and funny. It spent all night discovering its 
new home, then did exercise with its running wheel. 

Actually, it is really hard to sleep with those loud 
noises it made, if you want bring it in your room. 
Therefore, if you have any intention to buy one, you 
should think about that before making a decision. 

The funniest thing 
about hamsters is that 
most of them are re-
ally active at night, but 
kind of  lazy in the day. 
Thence, I could not 
find it anywhere in the 
cage the next morning 
because it was sleeping 
deeply under its warm 
bedding floor.

Therefore, if you are 
considering adopting 
a pet but still worry 
about the messes they 
might create in your 

house, hamsters could be your best option. They are 
small and it so easy to clean their cage whenever it 
gets dirty.

Rating: B     
         —Hung Tran 

             Senior Writer

COMMENTS AND REVIEWS
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After watching a lot of “Walking Dead,” and “Jes-
sica Jones” I was ready to watch something a little 
less grim. I stumbled onto “No. 1 Ladies Detective 
Agency” on HBO GO. 

It looked unusual, so I decided 
to give it a try. Based on the book 
series by Irish Author Alexander 
McCall Smith, “Ladies” is set in 
Botswana’s capital, Gaborone. 
The main character, Mma Pre-
cious Ramotswe is played by 
American R&B singer Jill Scott. 
She is, as the title implies, the 
first female private investigator 
in Botswana.

Watching several episodes 
left me with very mixed feelings 
about the show. On the one hand 
it is interesting to see a show set 
in a prosperous African country 
like Botswana, and many of the 

scenes — especially the ones shot on location for 
the pilot – are very beautiful. On the other hand, it 
sometimes feels like the show is deliberately engaging 

in a certain amount of exoticism for 
a Western audience. 

The bright colors of the sets and 
wardrobe are a little too carefully 
coordinated. The music and open-
ing credits made me think of the 
“Lion King,” and there is a persistent 
implication that black magic is in-
volved in the crimes Mma Ramotswe 
investigates.

The show has a rather cheerful 
mood for a detective show, and a 
deliberately slow steady pace. It can 
be relaxing and fun to watch, but it 
will also drive away viewers who 
expect more excitement and conflict 
from a crime show.

There are lots of interesting minor 

characters, but as with the setting, the show has a 
tendency to deal in stereotypes – the big empowered 
black woman, the prigish secretary, the gay hairdresser 
friend. The accents may be unusual, but these char-
acters are still completely familiar. 

The most frustrating thing about this show is the 
fact that, despite the word detective in the title, the 
main character does very little detecting. 

The show is not a “Whodunit,” that keeps the au-
dience guessing. Mostly Mma Ramotswe uses her 
“intuition” to determine who committed the crime, 
then spends most of the episode figuring out how to 
extract a confession from the perpetrator. 

The result is comical more than suspenseful, which 
is fine if you are into that sort of thing. 
Rating: B-  
   —Amar Molinas

Webmaster
   

Some cheerful confession extraction

TOP 20 
MOVIES

Weekend of Jan 29 
through Feb 1st

www.newyorktimes.com

1. The Revenant
2. Star Wars
3. Ride Along II
4. Dirty Grandpa
5. The Boy 
6.  The 5th Wave
7.  13 Hours
8.  Daddy’s Home
9. Norm of the 
North
10.  The Big Short
11.  Sisters
12.  Brooklyn
13. The Forest 
14.  The Hateful 8
15.  Room
16.  Spotlight
17.  Joy
18.  Alvin & the 
Chipmunks
19.  Ip Man 3
20.  Carol

TELEVISION SHOW REVIEW | A lovely setting and a not-so-serious take on the life of an intuitive detective

MUSIC REVIEW | Musician JL Jones celebrates his birthdays with pretty song and dreamy eyes

Local crooner with looks and chops
After hearing several local 

music groups this week, my 
favorite was JL Jones and his 
band. Jones was celebrating his 
twenty-second birthday with 
family and close friends at the 
Powerhouse in Farmers Market 
Saturday night in Oklahoma 
City.  

I could hear the music playing 
as soon as I pulled into the venue. 
That area is always busy with 
people walking around. 

I had not been to the Pow-
erhouse before. I was never 
actually waited on so I didn’t 
try any food or drinks, but I felt 
the music in the air. The people 
there really seemed to be enjoy-
ing themselves. 

Jones graduated from Mustang 
High and is currently attending 
Oklahoma City University as an 
English major. He plays locally 
and is recording some songs 
written by local musicians. 

Find Jones on youtube doing songs like “Eyes Like 
Smoke” and “Chasing Rain” as well as a cover of Clapton’s 
“Cocaine.” His music is bluesy. 

Jones is influenced by Tom Petty, Eric Clapton and Bob 
Dylan. He occasionally plays with Clapton’s drummer who 
lives in Norman. He is an accomplished guitar player with 

a different sound than most in 
town and not that hard to look 
at either. 

Jones has been playing since 
he was around 12 and has 
become pretty well known by 
a college fan base. He is also 
popular among the musicians 
in town. 

Jones will shine at any show 
he puts on or add flair to an-
other artist he backs up. He is 
always willing to play anywhere, 
anytime. 

“Music is a therapy for me,” 
Jones said,”and the more people 
I can share my music with the 
better I feel. I hope we both 
benefit from it as well.” 

The venue was small but 
people were packed in like sar-
dines. Jones lit up the room. I 
really enjoyed the music. 

Jones said there will be an 
upcoming release party for the 

album he is currently working on. You can follow Jones 
and his music at facebook.com/JLJonesmusic. 
  
Rating: A
 —Georgia Wood

Community Writer

COMMENTS AND REVIEWS
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Campus police used surveillance 
video to identify the driver involved in 
a car wreck on campus Jan. 20. 

On Jan. 21, a car wreck was reported 
to the campus police department. Ruby 
Munoz Pizarro, 32, said her vehicle, had 
been hit in Parking Lot A the day before, 
according to the report. 

A suspect, whose name was redacted 
from the report, was identified in sur-
veillance footage by police. In his report, 
campus police officer David Madden 
noted the surveillance footage revealed 
that at around 9:15 a.m., on Jan. 20, a red 
car could be seen striking the victim’s 
vehicle on the passenger side. 

After the accident, the red car was 
driven to Parking Lot A South. 

In another video, the suspect was 
then observed entering room 3K3 of 
the Main Building. 

Madden reported he 
tracked the time and 
class number on that 
day to find the sus-
pect’s information 
and contact number. 

After being contact-
ed by police, the sus-
pect admitted hitting 
the car, and told police she 
would bring her insurance 
with a valid driver license to the 
police office.

In a report from Jan. 23, officers no-
ticed a man, Cory Preston Spurgeon, age 

25, sitting in his vehicle in Parking Lot C. 
Officer Zachary Andrews reported  

Spurgeon had no valid drivers license. 
He told police he was on a trip from Ar-

kansas to Arizona with a friend 
who had left him and the 

car and walked off.
Andrews reported 

the man had slurred 
speech but did not 
have a strong odor of 
alcohol on his breath 

and clothes. Spurgeon 
told police he’d taken 

Adderall and Clonaz-
epam.

Campus police officers also 
found beer cans in the vehicle. 

Andrews said the man was unable to 
maintain his balance and could not pass 

the Field Sobriety Tests.
Spurgeon was transported to the 

Public Inebriate Alternative center after 
campus police officers determined that 
he was clear of warrants. 

Some information was redacted 
from the reports under the direction of 
Marketing and Public Relations Direc-
tor Cordel Jordan, who said names are 
redacted “according to OCCCPD Stan-
dard Operating Procedures involving 
information released and information 
withheld.”

To obtain a copy of the procedure, 
email cjordan@occc.edu.

To contact campus police, call 405- 
682-1611, ext. 7747.

For an emergency, use one of the call 
boxes located inside and outside on 
campus or call 405-682-7872.

OCCC police identify driver in parking lot wreck

Single application for many scholarship opportunities
TREY BELL
Staff Writer
staffwriter2@occc.edu

Forty-two scholarships 
totaling over $18,750 will 
be awarded to students after 
the application deadline 
Feb. 26.

The OCCC Foundation 
is offering the scholarships, 
said Jennifer Harrison, di-
rector of Development. To 
make it easier for students 
to apply, they only have to 
fill out one application and 
they will be considered for 
all the categories where they 
fit the criteria.

Organized in 1998, the 
foundation has helped hun-
dreds of students pay for 
their education, Harrison 
said. Since 2009, they have 
raised $1.4 million in schol-
arships, and have awarded 
$682,376 to students.

She said she has been 
development director for 
nearly nine years at OCCC. 
She hopes students take the 
opportunity and put their 
names into consideration.

“I encourage all students 
to apply,” Harrison said. 
“If we don’t have enough 
applicants, we simply can’t 
award those scholarships.” 

Although each scholar-

ship is different, there is a 
general criteria that must 
be met in order to be con-
sidered. 

“All of the scholarships 
require you to be intent 
on acquiring an associate’s 
degree at OCCC,” Harrison 
said. “Most scholarships 
also require you to have a 
GPA of at least 2.0”

 Almost all of the schol-
arships require at least 6 to 
12 hours of credit earned 
at OCCC. 

Humanities major Noah 
Elkins spoke about his ex-
perience receiving the Al-
vin Druckhammer Scholar-
ship. “I work part time at a 
bank,” Elkins said, “Most of 
the fees fell on me, and the 
scholarship really helped in 
paying those off, along with 
the books.”

Elkins also shared some 
advice for future appli-
cants. “Don’t start looking 
for scholarships too late,” 
Elkins said, “I want to go 
through my college career 
without any debt, and so 
far I’ve done that with these 
scholarships.”

Pre-education and Span-
ish major Janelle Lawson 
said the Gammel Fam-
ily Scholarship helped her 
cope with tough financial 

times. 
“We accrued a lot of 

debt just trying to stay 
afloat,” said Lawson. “It 
helped with tuition, it 
helped with books, it 
helped with financial 
survival.”

Lawson also wants 
students to take every 
opportunity to receive 
financial help.

“Don’t be afraid to try,” 
Lawson said, “It’s your 
story. It’s your needs.”

Harrison said the 
number of scholarships 
speaks to the commu-
nity’s care for students.

“We believe in the 
students that go to school 
here. We want to see 
every student succeed in 
getting a college educa-
tion,” said Harrison.

Students can apply for 
scholarships from the 
OCCC Foundation web-
site at occc.academic-
works.com. 

To find more infor-
mation on the OCCC 
Foundation and what 
it offers, contact Jenni-
fer Harrison directly at 
682-1611 ext. 7771, or 
email her at jharrison@
occc.edu.

• Tom Kraft Occupational 
Therapy Assistant (OTA) 
Scholarship - $2504

• Connie Nieser Memorial 
Scholarship- $1600 

• Safari McDoulett Memorial 
Scholarship- $1000 

• President Jerry Steward 
Investiture Scholarship- 
$1000

• Engineers for Tomorrow 
Endowed Scholarship- 
$1000

• Jimmy Acquaye Memorial 
Scholarship- $1000

• Alejandro Rendon San-
chez Memorial Scholar-
ship- $750

• INTEGRIS Jim Thorpe 
Rehabilitation Occupa-
tional Therapy Assistant 
Scholarship - $650

• Bartlett Memorial Scholar-
ship - $500, Students must 
have declared major in the 
Division of Business

• Cindy Williams Endowed 
Nursing Scholarship- 
Amount Varies

• Cody Watkins Memorial 
Scholarship - $500

• Derek Calhoun Nursing 
Scholarship - $500

• Harvey Conner EMS Pro-
fessional Scholarship- 
Amount Varies

• Jack Cain Memorial Schol-
arship - $500, Students 
must have completed or 
be currently enrolled in 
Math 2104, and must be a 
returning student in Sum-
mer or Fall 2016.

• Kayla Fessler Business 
Scholarship - $500

• Kenneth R. Nance Memo-
rial Scholarship- $500

• OCCC Association of 
Alumni and Friends Schol-
arship- $500

• Robert P. Todd Leadership 
Scholarship- $500

• The Dr. Marion Paden 
Endowed Distinguished 
Leadership Award - $500

• Sechrist Family Endowed 
Scholarship - $300 

• Mary Nell Scruggs Holton 
Scholarship- Amount Var-
ies 

• Nursing Home Workers 
Scholarship-Amount Var-
ies

More scholarships available 
occc.academicworks.com

Scholarships available
Application deadline Feb. 26
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The ten women on the daytime 
custodial staff spend their work-
ing hours scrubbing and dusting 
to make sure OCCC students 
enjoy a tidy campus while they 
pursue their college degrees.

The housekeepers themselves, 
all immigrants and U.S. residents, 
have certifications from their 
home countries but lack the 
ability to speak and understand 
English. Yet they feel fortunate to 
have steady work and hope for a 
better future for their children.

They begin their shift every day 
at 9 a.m. by restocking their push 
carts with rags, cleaning spray, 
paper towels, and other supplies. 

The custodial services depart-
ment is led by the director of 

custodial Operations Antonio 
Hunter, has two shifts respon-
sible for the sanitary conditions 
at OCCC.

Supervisor Shaquille Caster 
said workers on the day shift, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., are always 
dependable and willing to help 
each other. 

On the other hand, the second 
shift has a high turnover, Caster 
said. “No one wants to work 9 
p.m. to 6 a.m.”

From the morning shift, Jo-
sefina Lopez, from El Salvador, 
said she was enrolling her son at 
Santa Fe Pathways Middle Col-
lege at OCCC when she found 
they were hiring for the custodial 
department.  She quickly applied 
and was hired onto the OCCC 
staff and has been an employee 
for six years. Her son, pursuing 
a physical therapy degree, is at-

Real housekeepers of OCCC

ALL THE NOOKS AND CRANNIES: From left to right custodial staff members Carman Sosa, Aurora Andrade, Reyna Martinez, and Delfina 
De Moss dust hard to reach places in the Arts and Humanities Center lobby. The women chat as they clean. Photo by Erika Fierro/Pioneer
BELOW: Custodial staff Josefina Lopez scrubs a sink in a Main Building second floor college bathroom. Photo by Melissa Sue Lopez/Pioneer
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tending his second semester at OCCC 
Lopez said. “I feel very proud of him 
because he’s the first in our family to 
attend college.” 

Lopez said she’s taking English classes 
at the OCCC FACE Center. 

“I’ve been attending classes for three 
years,” said Lopez. “I’m learning English 
because I want to be able to defend 
myself to others in English.”

Lopez said people, herself included, 
feel ignorant when others critique 
them or talk down to them. By learning 
English, she said, she would be able to 
defend herself. 

“I want to be able to speak, under-
stand, and hold a conversation with 
others in English,” said Lopez. She 
said she hopes to take exam to obtain a 
driver’s license after she completes her 
English language courses.

“She’s a very hard worker,” Caster said 
of Lopez. “I’ve been working with her 
for four years,” Caster said.

Lopez said the accessibility of getting 
to work is a plus for her. Lopez doesn’t 
drive; therefore she takes the city bus 
to and from work every day, or walks 
four miles when she has to.

Lopez typically cleans on the second 
level of the main building.

For all the women, Spanish is their 
first language and they fall back on that 
during breaks together. 

Reyna Martinez and Delfina De Moss 
said they worked together at McDon-
ald’s prior to working at OCCC. A 
close friendship between the two was 
apparent while speaking with them. 

“Nos aventabamos las hamburgue-
sas.” De Moss said. “Cachala amiga! 
Necesito lechuga, alli te va.” 

De Moss jokingly said they would toss 
the burgers to each other. One would 
yell to the other “Catch the burger”. 

“I need lettuce,” De Moss said she 
would yell.

Martinez would respond, “Here it 
goes,” tossing a leaf (or head) of lettuce 
to her co-worker.

The ladies made the group laugh 
while describing their past employ-
ment together.

Martinez is from the city of Allende 
in Coahuila, state in Mexico. At home, 
Martinez has three daughters ages 11, 
19, and 23 who keep her busy. Her oldest 
graduated from Platt College and now 
works at a clinic in Oklahoma City as 
a nurse said Martinez and her middle 
child is following her older sister’s 
footsteps.

“My youngest doesn’t want to be 
a nurse. She likes to express herself 
through art. She loves to draw and 
wants to be a painter when she grows 

us,” Martinez said of her 11 year old 
daughter.

Martinez graduated with accounting 
and secretary certifications in Mexico. 
Learning to speak and understand Eng-
lish is part of the plan to work towards 
getting a job in 
those fields said 
Martinez.

Martinez said 
she likes to work 
by in the Arts 
and Humanities 
Building by her-
self so she can 
ensure the job is 
done and done right. 

Martinez said her favorite part of 
working as a custodian at OCCC is 
the stress free environment. In essence, 
each staff member works indepen-
dently, focusing on her assigned areas, 
Martinez said. 

Aurora Andrade said she enjoys her 
time off on weekends and holidays, a 
luxury she has not had at any previous 
places of work. Andrade has been em-
ployed at OCCC for a year and a half. 
She is from Chihuahua, in northern 
Mexico and has been living in Okla-
homa City for 10 years.

“I was a nurse for 15 years back in 
Mexico,” said Andrade. 

Andrade said she was going to pursue 
classes to learn English.

Students in the Health Professions 
Center might have seen Rosario 

Jimenez pushing her cleaning cart 
around. 

“Tony es un buen patrón, y Doña Car-
men es una buena supervisora y estoy 
muy agusto trabajando aqui,” Jimenez 
said, speaking about her supervisors 

and her feelings 
about the job. She 
said her bosses are 
good people and 
she’s comfortable 
working at OCCC. 
Jimenez has chil-
dren, now adults, 
living in Houston, 
Texas.

 Rosalinda Ramirez said her favorite 
part about working at OCCC is social-
izing with her co-workers during breaks 
and lunch. Ramirez is from Guanajuato, 
in the central Mexican highlands, and 
will celebrate her one year anniversary 
at OCCC in March of this year.

Ramirez can be found cleaning win-
dows and dusting in the John Massey 
Center, Transportation Technologies 
Center, and areas in the Science, Math, 
and Engineering Center.

A little more than a year ago, Maria 
Luisa Orduña said she found that 
OCCC was hiring through a friend. 
Orduña says she loves her work sched-
ule and has made new friends. 

“Soy de Guanajuato, las momias,” said 
Orduña laughing as she talked about 
where she’s from. Guanajuato, Mexico, 
is home to a mummy museum exhibit 

which is a big part of the culture in 
Guanajuato according to momiasde-
guanajuato.gob.mx.

The museum, Museo De Las Momias 
de Guanajuato, is located in the down-
town area of the city of Guanajuato.  

“The skeletons came out of tombs, 
had a little touch up, and now are being 
displayed. They look very real and are 
extremely scary looking,” said Orduña.

Every morning Orduña begins her 
shift in the OCCC Leftwich Memorial 
Library. Orduña has been at OCCC for 
a little over one year. 

Mother of three, ages 8, 15, and 
20, Maria Carnero from Chihuahua, 
Mexico said she likes everything about 
her employment at OCCC. Carnero 
said she hopes her children grow up 
to be good people and treat others 
with respect. Her youngest wants to 
be a teacher. She hopes her kids are 
career driven. Carnero makes sure the 
Welcome Center and the Main Building 
are squeaky clean for anyone who walks 
through those OCCC doors.

The women of the custodial depart-
ment received their certifications 
in their home country but because 
they haven’t mastered speaking and 
understanding the English language, 
they have not been able to pursue job 
openings in those fields.

But the women expressed their desire 
to learn English. 

“I’m going to make it a priority to take 
classes and start learning,” said Orduña.

LUNCH TIME: Reyna Martinez, Rosalinda Ramirez, Aurora Andrade, Rosario Jimenez, Carmen Sosa, 
Clemensia Guillen, Ronald A., Maria Orduña, Josefina Lopez, Delfina De Moss, Maria Carnero take a 
family-style lunch break in the College Union in January 2016. Photo by Melissa Sue Lopez/Pioneer 

“I’m learning English 
because I want to be 

able to defend myself to 
others in English.”

-Josefina Lopez, 
Custodial Staff
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the Pioneer
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the Pioneer

IAN MANERA
Sports Writer
sportswriter@occc.edu

The inclusion of the new equipment 
in the Wellness Center has led to record 
breaking traffic for the Recreation and 
Fitness department, said Director Mi-
chael Shugart.

 OCCC’s workout facility received a 
big time upgrade last semester, from 
new TRX suspension bands to an 
entirely new hi-tech Hoist workout 
equipment system with many different 
machines.

These changes are paying  dividends, 
with more people taking advantage of 
the workout facility that is completely 
free to OCCC students.  

“Our numbers are just climbing ev-
eryday,” Shugart said, “One day we’ll 
have a new record for sign-in, and then 
the next day we’ll have a new one.”

Shugart knows that the numbers are 
only going to go up, and it’s something 
that the department is prepared for. 

“Yesterday, the record was 385 check-

ins. Today, it’s 387. 
Every single day 

it’s going up. 
We’ve never 
had this many 

people.”
    As of Feb 1, 

The Wellness Center 
has seen close to 3,500 visitors since 
the spring semester began on Jan 19. 

Wellness Center attendant John 
Hoops said that a bulk of the numbers 
come in during lunch time when stu-
dents and faculty are on lunch break.

“Between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., I would 
say over 100 people come in during 
that time. It gets really crowded in 
here,” he said.

This spike in check-ins is also attrib-
uted to the very popular TRX classes, 
which are offered during lunch time. 
The classes, which involve suspension 
training to increase functional fitness, 
have been a hit amongst weight room 
regulars.

The classes are small, and are usually 
completely full during this time period. 

“You have people coming in trying 
to do the TRX, and all of the bands are 
completely full and they’re left waiting. 
That’s how busy it’s been,” Hoops said.

Another class that’s received a huge 
bump in popularity is Cardio Kick-
boxing.

“There’s 19 or 20 people in this class 
right now, and this is the most we’ve 
had for this class ever. This is what’s 
happening right now,” Shugart said.

Students can find the schedule for the 
TRX and Cardio Kickboxing classes, as 
well as all of the other fitness classes 
offered on campus, at www.occc.edu/
rf/wellness-classes.html.

Students interested in trying out the 
workout equipment simply need their 
student ID and proper workout attire 
to get started.

For any of the questions about any 
of the things going on at the Recre-
ation and Fitness Department, from 
the fitness classes to the equipment, 
contact Recreation and Fitness at 405-
682-7860. 

Rhonda 
Dunn

Zumba 
Instructor 

since 2015

Q: What do you do here at OCCC?
A: “I’m the Zumba Instructor 

here. I’ve been teaching Zumba for 
seven years. Zumba is an excellent 
cardio, and anybody can do it be-
cause you can’t do it wrong.”

Q: What’s your favorite part about 
teaching Zumba at OCCC?

A: “It’s a really nice facility. It’s a 
really big room. My favorite part is 
just the interaction with all of the 
students.”

Q: What are your hobbies?
A: “I’m a salon owner and a hair 

designer, so I do that. I’ve played 
piano for 20 years.”

Q: What physical activities or 
sports have you participated in 
throughout your life?

A: “I haven’t really played any 
sports, but I run. I used to be a run-
ner, so I run sometimes. I get plenty 
of cardio with my classes.”

Q: Do you follow any sports teams?
A: “I follow the Oklahoma City 

Thunder and I’m a University of 
Oklahoma football fan.”

Q: Why is it important for people 
to maintain their physical health?

A: “You’re going to last longer if 
you do. You want to keep your heart 
strong and keep your  blood circulat-
ing. When you stop moving, that’s 
when everything goes downhill.”

GETTING TO KNOW:

Music – the heart of Zumba: Zumba instructor Rhonda Dunn leads nursing major Hou Chu, left, 
and diversified studies major Kyle Wittenbach, center, in her dance routine. “One of my favor activities between 
school and work is coming to Zumba class. It is so much fun and I love dancing,” Wittenbach said. Zumba class 
is from 2 to 3 p.m. every Monday and Wednesday. “We have a big fitness room, there is a lot we can do and 
everyone can do it,” Dunn said. For more information about the Zumba class call 405-682-7860 or visit www.
occc.edu/rf/index.html. Melissa Sue Lopez/Pioneer 

Bigger gym sets attendance records

HAVE 
SPORTS 
NEWS?
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occc.edu or call 

405-682-1611, ext. 
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the Pioneer
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Chief: the path and the pride to policing OCCC

Continued from page 1 

Vietnam, came to the U.S. for higher 
education about eight years ago. 

She said there is just a small Asian 
community in Oklahoma compared 
to the community in Texas.

Usually the Asian population here 
will have a small festival with some 
traditional games and a dragon dance.

 “... Sometimes, they do not have 
fireworks, but they have something 
smaller called firecrackers,” Ho said. 
It’s just not the same as the elaborate 
pyrotechnic display she would enjoy 
in Vietnam.

On New Year’s Eve in Vietnam, all 
family members usually get together 
to have a family dinner, then start 
talking about special events or im-
portant things that happened in the 

almost-gone year — what they already 
achieved and what they haven’t done 
yet, she said.

Ho said after the old year has gone by 
and the very first moments of a new year 
come, each person will discuss their 
plans which they want to accomplish 
in the new year.

‘Lucky money’ is also one of the 
traditional activities which will always 
happen on the Asian New Year, she said.

“It literally means that the elders will 
give money placed in the red envelopes 
to younger ones.

“It does not really focus on the 
amount of the money. All they need 
is to pass new-year greetings and to 
wish the younger generation more luck, 
more blessings and more happiness,” 
Ho said. 

On the first morning of a new year, 

everyone will wear brand new clothes, 
she said.

“We usually have to have new clothes, 
maybe not everything, but maybe a 
new dress, a new T-shirt, or a new pair 
of jeans.” Ho said. That activity makes 
people feel fresh for a new year.

World Languages and Cultures Cen-
ter Coordinator Chiaki Troutman said 
her lab will have some activities related 
to the upcoming Lunar New Year. 

These activities will take place at 
10:30 a.m. Monday, Feb.8, and continue 
into the afternoon.

Troutman said she will decorate the 
lab on the second floor of the Main 
building with Lunar New Year tradi-
tional decorations during the event.

“Most of the refreshments are do-
nated by students and faculty and staff. 
We will have mochi cakes, jasmine tea, 

and Lunar New Year traditional food,” 
she said.

Troutman said everyone is welcome 
to attend.

OCCC students who are interested 
in Lunar New Year can attend some 
events which will take place around 
Oklahoma City:

On Sunday, Feb.7, at the Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. The 
cathedral is located at 3124 North Lake, 
Oklahoma City.

On Sunday, Feb. 7, at Vien Giac Bud-
dhist temple. The temple is located at 
5101 NE 36th St. Oklahoma City, OK 
73121.

On Saturday, Feb.13, at Saint Andrew 
Dung-Lac church. The church is located 
on 3115 SW 59 St, Oklahoma City.

LUNAR: OCCC prepares for widely celebrated holiday

Continued from page 1

“One of the things I really like about 
him is he is student centered. Yeah, 
we’re going to enforce the law and we’re 
going to keep order, but at the same 
time, he understands that really the 
police department, just like the rest of 
us, are here to serve the students and 
to protect them,” said Steward.

Piazza started this path at a young age. 
From kindergarten to the year he 

graduated middle school, he was 
awarded the citizenship award from 
his teachers at Lincoln Schools

“I always tried to help people. From 
holding doors to carrying books to 
doing anything I could for the students 
and the faculty,” Piazza said.

He remembers the day McGruff the 
Crime Dog came with a Drug Abuse 
Resistance Education Police Officer 
to his school. Piazza was immediately 
drawn to them.

“The way they looked in uniform, the 
way they carried themselves and just 
how kind, they were extremely kind. I 
admired that,” he said.

“I think I was lucky where I grew up.”
He said the police where he grew up 

in rural Arkansas by Fayetteville were 
role models to him.

“They just seemed like they were al-
ways there to help. Very approachable. 
I always had great experiences with 
law enforcement. Some people don’t, 
some people do, but mine has always 

been great.
“I tried to model myself off of 

them. They carried themselves with 
confidence. I didn’t see like an ego or 
anything like that.

“From a young age I knew I wanted 
to go in law enforcement,” Piazza said.

Upon graduating high school Piazza 
enlisted in the U.S. Air Force, where he 
served as a security policemen. 

After the Air Force, Piazza went into 
law enforcement. 

He worked at the Cleveland County 
Sheriff ’s Office for 12 years. He was 
the major over the operations division, 
which handled anything that was law 
enforcement related for Cleveland 
County.

When he left the county, he planned 
on taking a year off to do some traveling.

“It didn’t take long and I was bored,” 
Piazza said.

He is not bored anymore. 
For the time being, Piazza is pulling 

double duty. 
Though the hiring process is un-

derway, a new lieutenant has not been 
brought in as of Feb. 15.

“It’s a big step going from where I was 
at as lieutenant to the chief.”

One month in, he said he is getting 
used to the administrative side of the 
chief position.

“I feel that Chief Fitzpatrick really 
prepared me to step into this position. 
I also feel that the administration pre-
pared me to step into this position.”

Piazza said that he and the former 
chief speak to their police officers about 
being engaged with the community on 
campus.

“Everybody talks about community 
policing, but there is a difference be-
tween talking and actually doing it.”

Piazza said that community policing 
means being involved, knowing, and 
talking regularly to those on campus.

“You can have a presence all day long. 
As a police officer sitting in a vehicle or 
sitting in one location— that’s all you 
ever see him do. That presence means 
nothing. Presence is all about how you 
interact with the community that you 
are serving— and until someone tells 
me different I feel that we interact posi-
tively on a daily basis with the students, 
faculty and staff.”

He said that few of their calls on 
campus result in an arrest or enforce-
ment action. 

Mostly, they send students to use 
campus resources such as Student 
Life and Student Support Services to 
help them. 

“A lot of times, something’s going on 
in their life to where they need a little bit 
of help,” Piazza said “Law enforcement 
is not about being punitive.”

Piazza said that it is not always easy 
to be a police officer. He said police 
officers face severe criticism from their 
subordinates, peers, supervisors and 
the media.

“I can tell you that sometimes the 

long hours, the working the night shift, 
working holidays—when you do this 
year after year after year, it does wear on 
you. But it takes one positive interaction 
or one time when you know you actu-
ally helped somebody and everything 
goes away— all the negative just seems 
to be washed away,” he said.

Piazza can still vividly remember a 
time in his early career where he was 
reminded why he originally chose to 
be an officer.

He had responded to a burglary at 
an elderly woman’s home. He said she 
was on a fixed budget and they hadn’t 
taken a lot from her house, but they 
did take her change jar. 

She was so upset by this that he wor-
ried there had been jewelry or some-
thing more valuable hidden in the jar.

“Was there something special about 
the change jar?” Piazza remembers 
asking her.

The woman pulled out a clipping of 
an advertisement for a porch bench. She 
had been saving her spare change so 
that she could sit on her porch outside.

Piazza said he and a few officers went 
and bought her a bench and brought 
it back.

“It’s small. Obviously, she had a place 
to live, she had clothes on her back, 
she had food in her stomach so it’s 
not a huge deal, but you can see how 
appreciative she was when we showed 
up with an $85 bench. Little things like 
that, they do stay with you,” he said.
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CAMPUS COMMUNITY CAMPUS
HIGHLIGHTS

Crucial Conversations Course Friday, Feb. 12
Crucial Conversations is a course is a one-day 

class where students will learn how to speak and 
be heard, while encouraging others to do the same. 
The class will be held 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 12. in room JMC 131. Lunch will be provided. 
For more information email dana.g.culton@occc.
edu or call 405-682-7827.

National Theater Live 6 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 14. 
Screening in HD for this event captured live pres-

ents National Theater Live - Behind the Beautiful 
Forevers, directed by Rufus Norris at 6 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 14. in the VPAC theater.  Pulitzer Prize-winner 
Katherine Boo spent 3 years in Annawadi recording 
the life of its residents. A tumultuous play from her 
award winning book. For more tickets contact the 
OCCC Box Office at 405-682-7579.

Dance with Los Lobos Tuesday, Feb. 16. 
Listen to Mexican-American Experience cel-

ebrated through song, dance, music and film 
highlighting contributions of Mexican-Americans 
throughout US History, featuring Multiple Grammy-
Award Winners Los Lobos, and dancers from Ballet 
Folklorico Mexicano 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 16 in 
the VPAC theater. For tickets call the OCCC Box 
Office at 405-682-7579 or www.occc.edu/tickets/
seating-chart.html. 

Catch the OCCC Blues Band Tuesday, Feb. 16. 
Come support OCCC’s Blues Band directed by 

Terry Issacs (checking) in concert 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 16. in the Bruce Owen Theater. For more 
information call Issacs at 405-682-7579.

Withdraw from Fasttrack 1 session by Feb. 10.
Wednesday, Feb. 10 is the last day to withdraw 

from fast track with no refund. To withdraw, log on 
to your MineOnline account and click ‘Drop Classes.‘

Baked goods for sale Thursday, Feb. 11. 
Student Emergency Medical Sciences Associa-

tion will be having a bake sale from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 11 in lobby area 22. For information 
on joining SEMSA email semsa@my.occc.edu. 

Get a Job Session Tuesday, Feb. 23.
Employers from around the Oklahoma City 

metro will discuss employability skills and career 
opportunities within their companies noon to 1:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 23. in College Union room 2. 
For more information contact employment services 
at 405-682-7519 or email employmentservices@
occc.edu. 

All Highlights are due Monday by noon for 
inclusion in the next issue. Email your event to 
editor@occc.edu or drop by the Pioneer office 
located in AH 1F2.

SPREADING THE WORD: Madison Pawnee, nursing major, listens to Daniel M., Christians 
on Campus staff, center, and club President Aletheia Kennedy, right, as she signs up for more 
information about the organization and to know about upcoming events and meetings the club is 
hosting this spring semester. “I came to talk to them because I would like to know more about God 
on campus and church. I think more Christians should be at school and be able to talk about God,” 
Pawnee said. Christians on Campus meet for their Solid Ground ministry series Mondays in the 
Main Building room 1X5. They also meet for Bible studies from 12:30 to 1:15 p.m. every Tuesday in 
the Main Building room 1C5. “We advice students, faculty and staff to join us for bible studies and 
our ministry series, we also have personal bible studies that are available upon request,” student 
participant Abby R. said. For more information text 405-314-7739. Melissa Sue Lopez/Pioneer

TREY BELL
Staff Writer
staffwriter2@occc.edu
  
KWTV News9 Chief Meteorologist David 
Payne will be joining OCCC for his Wild 
Weather presentation at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 9 in the College Union 
located on campus.
  This will be David 
Payne’s third year speak-
ing to OCCC Students 
and Faculty about severe 
weather. The presentation 
will cover basic informa-
tion about weather, along 
with ways for students 
and faculty to keep their 
families safe during se-
vere weather.
  Payne shared what to look forward to in 
his presentation. “We’ll probably touch a 
little bit on last year’s tornado season,” Payne 
said, “We’ll go over safety tips, along with 
what to do and what not to do.”
  Payne also said he looks forward to being 
on campus once again, “I always enjoy it,” 
Payne said, “I always feel welcome.”

  Student Life Program Assistant Kristi 
Fields said it’s important for students and 
faculty to attend because severe weather is 
such a prevalent threat in Oklahoma, year 
round. Fields said she has been the Program 
Assistant for Student Life at OCCC since 
August 2015.

  Payne and Fields both had the same 
answer to what they wanted 
students to walk away with 
after the event: have a plan.
  “Have a plan, and don’t wait, 
said Payne.,“Know where you 
need to go.”
  The event is free to attend, 
and light refreshments will 
be provided. 
  Attendance to the event will 
also count as third Quarter 

Health and Safety training for OCCC Em-
ployees. Students and faculty can find more 
information by contacting the Student Life 
office by phone at 405 682-1611 ext. 7523 
or email Fields at kfields@occc.edu
  To contact Payne, reach KWTV News9 
by phone at 405 843-6641 or through their 
Facebook and Twitter pages, and request 
to speak to him.

Local weatherman to visit college
WHO: 
David 
Payne, 
KWTV 
News 9

 
WHEN: 
11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, 
Feb. 9

WHERE:  
College 
Union 

COST: 
Free

Photo provided by News9



Pioneer classified advertising is 
free to all enrolled OCCC students 
and employees for any personal 
classified ad. Ad applications 
must be submitted with IDs 
supplied by 5 p.m. Fridays prior 
to the next publication date. For 
more information, call the Ad 
Manager at 405-682-1611, ext. 
7674, or e-mail adman@occc.edu.
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CLASSIFIEDS

WEEKLY CROSSWORD

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE
for ONLY $32 a week!

—get your advertisement message 
to 5,000 prospective customers 
with a business-card size ad— 
Call 405-682-1611, ext. 7307, 
or e-mail: adman@occc.edu

JOBS

FURNITURE

http://pioneer.occc.edu

Don’t be left in the dark.
Follow us for instant news and updates!

www.twitter.com/
OCCCPioneer

www.facebook.com/
OCCCPioneer

instagram.com/occcpioneer

FREE: Your ad here. 
Students can place 
non-business classi-
fied ads for free. No 
more than 7 lines. 
Submit your ad to ad-
man@occc.edu with 
your name, student 
ID and valid phone 
number.

CLASSIFIED BUSINESS 
AD: $8 per 7 lines. Find out 
how to advertise affordably. 
405-682-1611, ext. 7674.

FOR SALE: Ikea TV stand/
coffee table, approximate di-
mensions: 18” x 24” x 68”, very 
good condition $20, brown 
wood grain, Text 405-301-1820 
for more details.
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OCCC has partnered with Oklahoma 
City Repertory Theatre (CityRep) to 
present screenings of National The-
atre Live (NTL) performances in the 
college’s Visual and Performing Arts 
Center (VPAC) Theater. The encore 
presentation of “Behind the Beautiful 
Forevers,” adapted from Katherine 
Boo’s non-fiction work, will be shown 
Sunday, Feb. 14 at 6 p.m. (It was previ-
ously scheduled for Feb. 7.) 

Pulitzer Prize-winner Katherine Boo 
spent three years in Annawadi record-
ing the lives of its residents. From her 
uncompromising book, winner of the 
National Book Award for Non-Fiction 
2012, David Hare has fashioned a tu-

multuous play on an epic scale. 
India is surging with global ambition, 

but beyond the luxury hotels surround-
ing Mumbai airport lays a makeshift 
slum, full of people with plans of their 
own. Zehrunisa and her son Abdul aim 
to recycle enough rubbish to fund a 
proper house. Sunil, twelve and stunted, 
wants to eat until he’s as tall as Kalu the 
thief. Asha seeks to steal government 
anti-poverty funds to turn herself into 
a ‘first-class person’, while her daughter 
Manju intends to become the slum’s 
first female graduate. But their schemes 
are fragile; global recession threatens 
the garbage trade, and another slum-
dweller is about to make an accusation 
that will destroy herself and shatter the 
neighborhood. 

“Behind the Beautiful Forevers” is 
directed by Rufus Norris and stars 
Meera Syal (“The Kumars,” “Goodness 
Gracious Me,” and “Rafta Rafta”). 

Tickets for this showing may be pur-
chased online at tickets.occc.edu or by 
phone at (405) 682-7579. Tickets will 
be $15 for adults and $5 for students 
and children. Tickets are also available 
for future productions, including an 
encore screening of “The Audience” 
Apr. 3 with Academy Award and Tony 
Award winner Helen Mirren. 

The Visual and Performing Arts Cen-
ter Theater, which opened in February 
2014, presents theatrical broadcasts 
in high definition on a 37-foot screen 
with 7.1 surround sound, which will 
give patrons an experience as close to 

the live version as possible. In order to 
present NTL productions, OCCC had 
to purchase special playback equipment 
that would allow the theater to receive 
the broadcasts. 

In order to present NTL produc-
tions, OCCC had to purchase special 
playback equipment that would allow 
the theater to receive the broadcasts. 
In addition to the 1,000 seat theater, 
large enough to host Broadway tour-
ing productions, the VPAC also houses 
the Inasmuch Foundation Gallery and 
state-of-the-art film studios, as well 
as classrooms, rehearsal rooms, labs, 
and staff and faculty offices. For more 
information on season performances 
or theater rentals, visit www.occc.edu/
pas or call 405-682-7576.

Production of tales from India’s slums at OCCC:
National Theatre Live presents ‘Behind the Beautiful Forevers’


