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Nursing majors Sherry McHargue and Savannah Waters study in an area outside the biology lab May 2 for their upcoming
finals. The second floor of the Main Building provides numerous desks where students can study.

Tuition increase possible for fall
Officials say
students may pay
5 percent more
BRYCE MCELHANEY
Staff Writer
communitywriter@occc.edu
LAUREN DANIEL
Editor
editor@occc.edu

A

5 percent increase in
tuition could be possible for the fall 2014 semester
because there is likely to be a
decrease in state funding, according to a draft of OCCC’s
budget plan for FY 15.
Currently, students pay $103
per credit hour, according to the
OCCC website.
If the increase were to happen,
that would go up to $108.15 per
credit hour, an increase of $15.45

per three-credit-hour class.
ing, any tuition increase is
OCCC officials will not know dependent on the final amount
until late June if there will be allocated to higher education by
a tuition increase, said OCCC the Oklahoma Legislature and
President Paul Sechrist.
the governor,” he said.
“The increases, if there are
“If there is a cut to higher
any, will go into effect for the education or insufficient funds
fall semester … ,” he said.
to cover our mandatory cost
“I don’t think it’ll get higher increases, then a modest tuition
than 5 percent this year, al- increase may be warranted.”
though it is difficult to predict
Sechrist said the governor’s
exactly what the Legislature
is going to do at this point.”
Sechrist said OCCC officials
are committed to keeping tuition low and will thoroughly
examine every option.
The tuition increase was
discussed along with the fiscal SIALI SIAOSI
year 2015 budget at the April Staff Writer
21 Board of Regents Meeting. seniorwriter@occc.edu
Sechrist said the regents will
continue to discuss the issue
tudents can earn quick
in their May and June meetcredit in intersession and
ings, as well.
summer classes. Enrollment is
“As was stated in the meet- already under way, said Associate

proposed cut in higher education funds would have other
direct effects on OCCC.
He said the college’s budget
would suffer because the amount
of funding the college receives
from the state determines tuition, salary increases and other
funding.
See BUDGET page 9

Summer, intersession
enrollment still open
S

Registrar Jill Linblad.
Summer intersession begins
May 19 and goes through May
30, she said.
Linblad said students can
look at class offerings and enroll
See ENROLL page 9
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OPINION
EDITORIAL | Human lives are more important than money

Writer gives kudos to Hobby Lobby
Standing up for what you believe in can often be a
risky battle. Countless people will ridicule you, judge
you and even tell you have no reason to have a belief
that is different than theirs.
Hobby Lobby has been scrutinized relentlessly by the government, media and average
citizens alike for taking a stance
against parts of the Affordable Care Act, also known as
Obamacare.
Hobby Lobby is a Christian,
family-owned corporation,
meaning chances are, their
LAUREN
beliefs do not line up with the
DANIEL
majority of the government
or the majority of Americans
outside of the Bible belt.
Lucky for them, most of their 556 locations are
located in the South, so they have a good number of
supporters — like me.
The controversy surrounding Hobby Lobby started
because Obamacare requires employers to provide
insurance coverage for IUDs such as Mirena or
morning after pills, such as “Plan B.” Employers also
have to provide coverage for contraceptives such as
condoms or birth control.
According to www.washingtonpost.com, the popular assumption that Hobby Lobby does not want to

offer any contraceptives is not true. Hobby Lobby is
simply against morning after pills and IUDs, which
are only two ways available to prevent a pregnancy.
The Green family founded Hobby Lobby with
Christ-like principles. Their view on life — that it
begins at the moment of fertilization — is the reason
they are in disagreement with offering “emergency
contraceptives.” Offering forms of contraceptives that
would not support that view would be hypocritical
of the company.
Hobby Lobby is facing paying government fines of
up to $1.3 million per day because of their refusal
to comply with government regulations, according
to CNN.
Founder and CEO of Hobby Lobby, David Green
said, “By being required to make a choice between
sacrificing our faith or paying millions of dollars in
fines, we essentially must choose which poison pill
to swallow. We simply cannot abandon our religious
beliefs to comply with this mandate.”
In essence, Hobby Lobby should be able to exercise
its religious freedom regardless of it being a corporation. Each company is founded with a set of principles
and theirs is no different.
How can the government justify making a business
comply with a law that does, in fact, hinder their
religious freedom?
The Religious Freedom Restoration Act was passed
in 1933 and states, “Government shall not substan-

tially burden a person’s exercise of religion even if the
burden results from a rule of general applicability.”
Hobby Lobby should not be required to pay fines
or offer medical insurance to cover things they don’t
support.
Sure, this could be an inconvenience to women
should Hobby Lobby prevail, but, even then, there
are three easy solutions to the problem: don’t work
for Hobby Lobby, use the types of contraceptives their
insurance covers or simply refrain from having sex.
Whether you agree with Hobby Lobby about their
stance on contraceptives, you have to give them some
props for standing up for their views and being assertive. Obviously human lives are more important
to a company than money, so why is Hobby Lobby’s
morality the one being questioned?
—Lauren Daniel
Editor

LETTER TO THE EDITOR | Writer says college must be out of touch with student demographics

Fallin wrong choice for OCCC commencement speaker
To the Editor:
This letter is in reference to the recently announced
news that the speaker for this year’s graduation will
be Gov. Mary Fallin. I am personally sickened and
horrified by this decision.
In my opinion, there is no worse choice for this
honor. Not only has she been declared by some as the
worst governor in America; her policies and actions
go against the OCCC code of values as published in
the handbook.
Time after time governor Fallin has favored the
rights of big business over the rights of Oklahomans.

PIONEER

She has denied our schools access to money to build
storm shelters. She refused to expand Medicare programs for our state, thus denying free health insurance
to thousands of Oklahomans. She has consistently
turned her back on evidence that suggests fracking is
dangerous to us and our environment by giving those
companies responsible considerable tax breaks; and
at the same time denying tax breaks for the struggling middle class.
She has signed bills limiting our rights to increase
the minimum wage. She has consistently favored those
policies that deny civil rights to homosexuals, women,

Hispanics, African Americans and immigrants.
One only needs to look at the demographics of our
school to understand this conundrum.
We are an amalgam of the lower middle-class,
minorities and immigrants.
Is our school administration so out of touch that
they don’t realize who we are? Was this really the
most appropriate choice to represent us?
We need a commencement speaker who can inspire
passion in our graduates, not mar them in controversial junk politics.
—Name withheld by request
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COMMENTS AND REVIEWS
MOVIE REVIEW | “The Grand Budapest Hotel” could have been better

Movie good, for Wes Anderson
Not being much of a Wes
Anderson fan, I was not sure
what to expect when I watched
“The Grand Budapest Hotel.”
The only Anderson film I
had seen before was the 1998
comedy “Rushmore,” which
I didn’t really get. It was very
quirky, but not funny.
“Rushmore” was still fascinating to me. I didn’t get it, but
I definitely wanted to.
Thusly, when “The Grand
Budapest Hotel” came out, I
was ready to give this odd-ball
director another chance.
The movie opens with an old
man addressing the camera, telling of a book he wrote titled, “The
Grand Budapest Hotel.”
A flashback happens, taking the
audience to a younger version of
the author. The author meets Zero
the old man who runs the Grand
Budapest Hotel, who tells the
author the story of how he came
to own it.
The story begins with Zero as a
teenage boy working in the hotel.

Zero himself was kind of a flat
character, but to be fair, he was
not even the main character. The
star of the show was the character
Gustave (played by Voldemort).
Gustave, the concierge of the
hotel, takes Zero under his wing
and shows him how to run a
hotel. Gustave, unlike anyone in
“Rushmore,” delivered consistent
laughs with his deadpan silliness
and his Woody Allen-esque obsessive compulsiveness.
Gustave was fun to watch and

fun to hear.
He stole the screen no matter whom he shared it with.
His shenanigans could keep
any audience’s attention.
This movie was not perfect
and I don’t know exactly why.
It was shot incredibly well and
the story was interesting, but
it just seemed too Andersony.
It was so packed full of
quirks that it kept reminding me that I was watching a
movie. There were too many
shots of one person’s head in
the middle of the frame.
The characters’ jerky movements
and unnatural wooden speech
sometimes seemed like Anderson
would move on to a new shot after
only one take.
It was still good. It just could have
been better. I can’t believe I’m saying this, but Wes Anderson needs
to take a lesson from Hollywood
and be a little more conventional.
Rating: B
—Jake McMahon
Videographer

GAME REVIEW | “Final Fantasy” creator teams up with Nobuo Uematsu

‘The Last Story’ great Wii RPG
While you might not find a technical masterpiece like the PS3’s
“The Last of Us” on the Wii, you
will find something equally great
in art direction, audio, gameplay
and storyline — “The Last Story.”
If you know the names Hironobu Sakaguchi and Nobuo
Uematsu you know you’ll be in
for a treat.
The former is the creator of
one of the most well known roleplaying games, “Final Fantasy,”
and the latter is the composer.
You’ll play as Zael, who is in a
band of mercenaries and dreams
to become a knight.
Among your band of mercenaries are five other
well-designed characters with their own fleshed-out
stories.
Voice acting and character development is superb,
so much that you’ll want to do all of the sidequests to
find out more about your companions’ back stories.
In “The Last Story,” the lands are mysteriously
decaying and it is only at the edge of the human

colonies, Lazulis Island, that the
land is not dying.
This is where the majority of
the story takes place.
The Gurak are this story’s antagonists and this plot is brought
front and center as the humans
have been warring with them
for years.
More important plots are conspiring such as genocide, climate
change, politics, betrayal and even
a dilemma that feels straight out
of “The Count of Monte Cristo.”
As you progress through the
story, fighting off the Gurak and
other enemies, you’ll find that this
is not just another action RPG.
Sakaguchi has blended wildly different elements
such as real time strategy, stealth and cover based
third person shooting that all compliment each other
very well to bring a very unique experience.
As you unravel the mysteries of Lazulis Island and
the Gurak, it’s hard not to be enthralled at how wellcrafted the game’s world is.

Graduation
beginning of
better life
The end of the spring semester includes one
of the most significant ceremonies we hold at
OCCC — our annual graduation ceremony
referred to as commencement.
It is called commencement to reinforce the
notion that the completion of a degree is not the
end, but the beginning of what is next in life.
What lies ahead for graduates is potentially
life-changing.
On average, you will likely earn significantly
more in wages and salaries than those who only
have a high school diploma or less.
You are more likely to hold jobs that include
healthcare and retirement benefits.
You are more likely to vote, volunteer and
give back to your community.
You will be healthier and live longer.
In the end, earning a college degree is one of
the most positive steps you can take to ensure
that you and your family will have a better life.
If you are the first to earn a college degree in
your family, this accomplishment may change
the course for those in your family that follow
you.
Eighty percent of children of college graduates
will also go on to earn a college degree — more
than double the rate for children of parents who
did not go to college.
To the students who will graduate, I want you
to know how much I admire and respect you.
I realize that for many students, the road to
graduation has not been easy.
To those who returned to seek a college degree
after having already raised a family, to those
who overcame enormous financial pressures, to
those who in your journey of life have already
experienced hardships, to those who had to
learn a new language, to those who have had
your studies interrupted by war, and to those
who were told that you weren’t college material-your accomplishment inspires me and gives
me hope for the future of America.
Congratulations to the graduates of 2014!
—Paul Sechrist
OCCC President
I can only hope that Sakaguchi has more stories to
tell.
Rating: A
—John Huynh
Photographer
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COMMENTS AND REVIEWS
SERIES REVIEW | All but one season available on Netflix

Series funny look at experiences, memories

An ending all fans will appreciate as they grow older and overcome tremendous grief.
Seasons one through
eight are available on
Netflix. This fall the final
season will be available.
Rating: A+
—Ethan Cooper
Webmaster

MOVIE REVIEW | Stone and Garfield bring chemistry to characters

Sequel gives moviegoers a thrill ride
The highly anticipated sequel
to “The Amazing Spider-Man”
hit theaters last weekend.
“The Amazing Spider-Man 2,”
featuring Andrew Garfield and
Emma Stone, did not disappoint.
Those who are die-hard fans
of “The Amazing Spider-Man”
comics will be more than pleased
with this film.
Director Marc Webb has done
an excellent job of sticking very
closely to the original storyline
of the comics.
This movie really starts to
show Spider-Man’s most important battle and that is within
himself.
Garfield captures the struggle
between the duties of the ordinary Peter Park and his huge responsibility of being Spider-Man.
Peter Parker continues to struggle with his relationship with Gwen
Stacy and the promise that he made
to her father in the first film: to
keep Gwen out of his life as long
as he was Spider-Man.
He learns that being Spider-Man
comes at a price and he pays the
ultimate price in this spectacular

sequel.
With the emergence of Electro,
Peter must face an enemy greater,
and far more powerful, than he has
ever seen before.
With the return of his old friend
Harry Osborn, Peter comes to
realize that all of his enemies have
one thing in common and that is
Oscorp.
Garfield and Stone do their best

to give the film heart with the
love connection between Peter
and Gwen.
The real-life couple’s chemistry bleeds through the screen,
as what I believe becomes the
driving force behind the movie.
The plot is packed full of
action — Spider-Man swinging through the streets of New
York will give any moviegoer a
thrill ride.
The comedic, wise guy SpiderMan that any comic lover knows
is captured beautifully by Garfield throughout the film.
The film as a whole captures
what the important things in
life consist of and the battle
between being there for others
or being there for those in one’s
personal life.
It is packed with love, loss, sacrifice and plenty of action.
This is a great installment.
The movie is guaranteed to leave
the viewer wanting more as soon
as it is over.
Rating: A+
—Mycalyn Blomstrom
Online Writer

TOP 20
MOVIES

Weekend of May 2 through May 4
www.newyorktimes.com

1. The Amazing Spiderman 2
2. The Other Woman
3. Heaven is for Real
4. Captain America: The
Winter Soldier
5. Rio 2
6. Brick Mansions
7. Divergent
8. The Quiet Ones
9. The Grand Budapest Hotel
10. God’s Not Dead
11. Bears
12. Draft Day
13. Transcendence
14. A Haunted House 2
15. Noah
16. Oculus
17. The Railway Man
18. Fading Gigolo
19. Mr. Peabody & Sherman
20. The Lunchbox

Admit One

In the year 2030, Ted Mosby (Josh Radnor) decides to tell his son and daughter
the story of how he met their mother.
Set in Manhattan from 2005 to 2013, Ted’s story is about him, his close friends
and the lessons learned as they become older adults.
Throughout the series, the obstacles Ted faces leads him closer to meeting
his children’s mother.
Ted’s friends include long-time couple Marshall Eriksen (Jason Segel) and Lily
Aldrin (Alyson Hannigan), playboy womanizer Barney Stinson (Neil Patrick
Harris) and news anchor Robin Scherbatsky (Cobie Smulders).
Created by Craig Thomas and Carter Bays, HIMYM was inspired by the situations they both experienced with their friends while living in New York City.
Overall, HIMYM is one giant memory.
And in that memory are a group of friends telling stories to one another.
From Barney’s exploding meatball sub to Marshall being mugged by a monkey,
every story in this show is embellished to show how memories make the past
seem more entertaining than what actually happened.
Other themes in HIMYM include the importance of patience, uncertainty of
the future and the enduring bond of loyal friendships.
The ultimate HIMYM episode comes from season two, episode nine. “Slap
Bet” sets the tone and humor for the entire series.
For anyone who has never seen HIMYM, “Slap Bet” is the perfect place to start.
While HIMYM is among the best television comedies of all time, many did
not enjoy the finale.
Most viewers expected something predictable while the creators gave fans a
genuine, honest ending.
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May ceremony gives students degrees, certificates
The following students have applied for
May graduation. Diplomas will be granted
after credentials are completed and degree
requirements are met.
Skye Abbott, Megan Abellera, Ellah
Abuta, Benny Achenkunju, Esther Adedayo, Bolaji Adegoke, Behnaz Adelifard,
Kabita Adhikari, Lana Adkisson, Amanda
Aguilar, Ayeh Aguilar, Jaquelin Aguirre,
Mohammed Ajao Abdulazeez, Heather
Albright, Taylor Aldridge, Ginger Alexander, Tariq Alfateel, Souleiman Al-Khouri,
Larry Allen, Chad Allen, Kayla Allen, Kyle
Allen, Larry Allen, Nicole Allison-Catalfu,
Krysten Allred, Cheney Alvarado, Shelby
Alvarez, Ashley Amaireh, Gary Amen, Eva
Anaya, Arielle Anderson.
Elizabeth Andrade, Kyle Andrews,
Jayne Andrews, Jacqueline Angerbauer,
Theresa Annang Adamah, Laura Apodaca,
Callie Armstrong, Kerry Arneson, Lacey
Ashby, Jensen Atkinson, Daulton Atterberry, Sheridan Augustine, Theresa Azlin,
Brent Baird, Haleigh Baker, Rachel Baker,
Vijayan Balaji, LaBaren Barakat, Ashley
Barber, Cory Barnes, Jolene Barnett, Lydia
Barnett, Megan Barnett.
Manuel Barrientos, Justin Barron, Alanna Barton, Tracy Bass, Spencer Beard,
Raul Becerra, Courtney Beck, Shannon
Beckman, Jessica Beheler, Melissa Bell,
Beau Bellamy, Lori Benda, Betty Benge,
Dianna Bennett, Branton Bentley, Roxanna Berry-Wilson, Aditya Bhagat, Dustin
Bishop, Chase Blair, Greyson Blum,
Michael Blunck, Kaila Boerner, Kathryn
Bolin, Corinne Bollschweiler, Lauren Bolt.
Brandon Bolt, Monica Booker, Brittany
Boone, Adrian Borchgrevink, Cody Bowline, Samantha Bowman, Lisa Boyd, Rachel
Boyd, Lisa Boyd, Scotty Brasher, Corlissa
Breaux, Haley Bremerman, Nikala Bremmer, Matthew Breske, Tanner Bridges, Jordan Briggs, Jared Bross, Redman Brown,
Cade Brown, Samuel-Trey Brown, Daniel
Brown, Karen Brown, Casey Brown,
Kristopher Brown, Cade Brown, Tiffany
Browning, Ryan Brumbaugh.
Sarah Brummett, Afefa Bruner, Damon
Bryant, Sarah Bryant, Damon Bryant, April
Buch, Y Bui, Kim Bui, Xuan Duong Bui,
Minh Bui, Tuan Bui, Xuan Duong Bui,
Brian Burdick, Joseph Burkhart, Connor
Burks, Paris Burris, Stacy Butler, Kelly Butner, Matthew Butzer, Ashley Cain, Mathew
Caldwell, Tiffany Callaway, Darla Callicott,
Elizabeth Cambron, Amanda Campbell,
Jamie Campbell, Scott Campbell, Adrian
Campos, Aurora Canizales, Alexia Capillo,
Angel Carattini, Melissa Cargal, Jessica
Carlon, Hannah Carr, Natalie Carr.
Victor Carreon, Courtney Carrier,
Sidney Carter, Brandon Carter, Ashley
Carter, Brandon Carter, Chris Cartwright,
Cyrena Casey, Matthew Cater, Haley Cates,
Kimberly Caudillo, Elvert Celestine, April
Chamberlain, James Chandler.
Ko-Yu Chang, Davanh Chansombat,
Kathleen Chaplin, Cole Chapman, Brandy
Chapman, Francesca Cheatham, Tierra
Chernicky, Erin Chibitty, Guy Chism,
Shukman Chow, Alexis Christopher,
Jon Aaron Cieri, Corine Clark, Kristen
Clarke, Haley Clary, Candace Clay, Kayla
Cockerham, Madison Coil, James Colby,
Cheryl Coldwell, Victoria Cole, Jackson
Collins, Michelle Combs, Ronda Cook,
Zackery Cooksey, Robyn Corbin.
Bryce Cornet, Kyle Corter, Dana
Cosgrove, KayDee Couch, Alexandra
Counts, Stefanie Cox, Daphne Cox, Leasle
Crawford, Shelby Crees, Shelby Crim,

Marti Crissup, Rachel Crow, Barbara Crow,
Ariane Crumb, Braden Crumly, David
Cruz, Mayra Cruz, Masie Cully, Kimberly
Curtis, Paul Curtis, Aaryn Dalton.
Victoria Dammen, Krystal Danel,
Mariah Danhoff, Andrew Daniel, Eliza
Daniel, Tu Dao, Morgan Davis, Zachary
Davis, Sable Davis, Trixie Davis, Tiffany
Davis, Ada Davis, Summer Dawson, Faith
Day, Whitney DeAngelis, Candy Debeer.
Rachel Deer, Melissa Denison, Emmanuel Denson, Birehane Desta, Noah
Devilbiss, Joshua Dixon, Zakery Dixon,
Sophia Do, Kourtney Dodd, Jeanna Dodd,
Sarah Dombrowski, Kayla Dominguez,
Lorena Dominguez, Clinton Donnelly.
Alyne Dorman, Joseph Dougherty,
Jermaine Down, Danielle Duguid, Austin
Duke, Carteasaw Dumas, Shelby Duvall,
Julie Dwyer, David Dyke, Kamesha Ealom,
Kayla Easterling, Brittney Eastwood, Jason
Edds, Leah Ekman, Juliet Elenwo, Amr
Elghondakly, Ashley Ellis, Lauren Ellis.
Angel Ellison, Shamequa Ellison,
MacKenzie Endebrock, Jacquline England,
Riley Ervin, Amanda Eschbach, Kortney
Espitia, Kristen Etherton, Jeanie Etris,
Cashe Evans, Mellanie Evans, Jenny Faiella,
Elizabeth Farrar, Colby Farrell, McKinzi
Farrell, Michelle Fisher, Kelly Fitzgerald,
Natalie Fitzpatrick, Karen Flanagan, Samantha Flannery, Nicholas Fleur, Taryn
Flores, Jacob Flores.
Dalton Floyd, Loretta Fluellen, Ayodeji Folami, Neil Forman, Brionna Foster, Sarah Fowler, Shane Fowler, Kristin
Frankenberg, Mollie Frantz, Dana Frazier,
Tara Freeman, Carly Fugate, Jenifer Fulton, Jessamine Funston, Jared Gammill,
Heather Garrison, Cori Garrod, Catherine
Geimausaddle, Amanda Genzer, Brittany
George, Elizabeth George, Elizabeth Ghanaati, Jennifer Ghigliotti, Billy Gibson.
Nancy Gibson, June Gitau, Julian
Glenn-Allen, Monica Gliva, Clint Glover,
Nathan Goad, Benjamin Goins, Demitri
Golden, Filoteo Gomez-Martinez, Edgar
Gonzalez, Jhonnatan Gonzalez, Brittany
Gore, Ty Gorham, Dave Grant, Mary
Grant, Ashley Green, Jacob Greene, Jillian
Gregory, Michael Griffin, Casey Griffin.
Tyler Griffitts, Randell Griggs, Dillon
Grim, Mason Grimes, Jewellyn Grout,
Corah Gulickson, Lisa Gunn, Anthony
Gunns, Sharan Gurung, Angel GutierrezRivera, Stanley Gwaabe, Andre Hafner,
Cassandra Hagan, Bryan Hale, Lauren
Hale, Alesha Hall, Sarah Halstead, Samantha Hames, Matthew Hamilton, Fallan
Hammond, Miranda Hannon, Lisa Haque,
Christopher Hardy, Paige Hargus.
Lori Harless, Ramon Harper-Alonso,
Emily Harris, Haley Harris, Casey Harrison, Kristina Hart, Michael Hassell,
Kent Hathaway, Bryan Hathaway, Tammie
Haworth, Bailey Hayes, Ronisha Haywood,
Tyler Heath, Gregory Hefner, DeAnna
Hempel, Ginny Ann Hemphill, Chanel
Henderson, William Hendricks, Bradford Hendrickson, Melannie Hernandez
Chavez, Raymond Herre, Angela Hester.
Eric Heuangsayaseng, Chelsi Hicks,
Eric Hignite, Bobbie Hill, Caroline Hill,
Alex Hiltgen, Tyler Hirtzel, Earnest Hixon
II, Kenda Hixson, Loc Hoang, Gregory
Hodson, LaCambris Hogan, John Hogard,
Rachel Hollen, Erin Holmes, Jaden Holt,
Sydney Honeysuckle, Claudacious Hood,
Zachary Hope, Victoria Horner, Katelyn
Horton, Ashley Hosek, Kelci Houck, James
Huckleberry, Ariel Hudson, Jennifer Huff.
Tyler Hughbanks, Lavonna Hughes,

Melissa Hunt, Robert Hunt, Jennifer Hurst,
Donna Hutson, Enobong Ibanga, Shelly
Irvin, Alicia Isbell, Sherry Isom, Karin
Isom, Ryan Jackson, Salyna Jackson, Lyric
Jackson, Brooke Jackson, Vanessa Jackson,
Venus Jacobs, Harrison Jacobs, Bobby
Jefferson, Joann Jeffrey, Cristine Jelosek,
Natalie Jennings, Jamie Jester, Jayne Jewell,
Robyn Johanning, Padinjarattathu Johnson, Michael Johnson.
Greg Johnson, Amy Johnson, Danica
Johnson, Michael Johnson, Kelse Johnson,
Michael Johnson, Ryan Johnston, Jessica
Jones, Ivan Jones, Timothy Jones, John
Jordan, Merkel Joseph, Ameya Joshi, Kelly
Jury, Bryan Kamal, Krystyna Kamara,
Lynna Kay, Katherine Keegan, Meagan
Keith, Joseph Kelly.
Lakeisha Kemp, Amy Kenedy, Phillip
Kennedy, Adam Kennedy, Laura Ketchum,
Marcey Khalil, Caroline Kiarie, Kyong
Kim, Scott Kimbrough, Tina Kincaid,
Cheryl King, Alexandra King, Richard
Kinsey, Emily Kirk, Theodore Kleinholz,
Jessica Knight, Justin Knight, Felicia Kofoed, Yolande Kombou, Sheila Koob, Teele
Kopli, Abigail Ku, April Kuhlman, Dylan
Kuykendall, Jessica Kyle, Lauren Lago,
Austin LaGrange, Sarah Laing.
Evan Lambeth, Andria Lancaster, Kenneth Lane, Kelli Langdon, Marnie Langford, Timothy Lanier, Derek Lankford,
Johnny Lara, Cody Largent, Tia Lasiter,
Marquita Laster, Kelly Laurel, Thomas
Lavalais, Meyett Lavalais, Kay Law, Owole
Lawani, Ashley Layman, Jennifer Le, Nhu
Le, William Le, Wesley Leard, Daniel Lee.
Megan Lee, Christian LeFlore, Hannah
Leggett, Carlos Leija, Derek Lemaster,
Storm Leslie, Roy Lewis, Jocelyn Lewis,
Molly Liles, Danielle Limon, Myles Lindsey, Michele Littlecalf, Chloe Litty, Stephen
Lockeby, Adam Loffland, Sonia Loftis,
Chanel Long, Sarah Lons, Danielle Looper.
Daniel Lopez, Mildred Lopez, Karen
Love, Thomas Loveless, Amber Lovett,
Christine Low, Jessica Lowry, Christopher
Loyko, Geneva Luma, Eunice Luna, Sean
Ly, Aaron Lyles, Jacob Lyles, Jose Macias, Jessica Macias, Dixie Macias, Tina
MacIntosh, Shelby Maile, Lucy Maina,
Erica Maldonado, Audri Malik, Brandon
Malone, Corbin Malone, Brittany Manek,
Candace Mann, Kylee Marchus.
Daniel Marere, Matthew Marshall,
Randi Martin, Jackie Martinez, Alex
Martinez, Kissi Martinez, Amanda
Martinez, Michael Martinez-Estudillo,
AndreaMasters, James Masterson, Kayla
Mauldin, Joseph May, Selena Mayer, Emily
Mayes, Stefen Mayfield, Thomas Mayhue,
Thomas Mba, Samuel Douglas Mboci, Pius
Mburu, Carri McCaleb, Ashley McCallum,
Laura McCartney, Jay McCaskill, Andrew
McChesney, Amber McClain, Kevin McCoy, Tonya McCracken, Sonya McCraw.
Peyton McCurley, Crystal McGaha,
Deborah McGee, Jennifer McGleish,
Cheryl McGuire, Caycee McKee, Phyllis McKibben, Rex McLauchlin, Caitlin
McLaughlin, Thomas McLemore, Thomas
McLish, James McManus, Edward McMichael, Jonah McPhaul, Alyce McPhaul,
Jonah McPhaul, Sandra Medrano, Karen
Meeks, Robyn Mellow, Kayla Meloni, Jeremiah Melton, Lauren Merhout, Matthew
Merrill, Tommy Merritt, Katrine Meyer,
Megan Michaud, Audrey Middleton,
Hugo Mier.
Lana Milas, Sharayah Miller, Misty
Miller, Rachel Miller, Whitney Miller,
Meredith Mills, Evan Minshall, Brian

Minton, Melissa Miskovsky, Gerald Mitchell, Amber Mitchell, Cristopher Mitchell,
Paul Mitchell, Cristopher Mitchell, Penny
Mitchell, Joshua Mize, Chelsy Molet,
Rodolfo Monsivais, Shelly Moody, Brock
Moore, Shane Moore, Maria Moreno,
Trisha Morris, Robert Morris, Kristie
Morris, Lori Morrison, Michelle Morse.
Lindsey Mullen, Cody Mumford, Serena Munoz, Anna Murch, Dennis Murphy,
Annamarie Murphy Jiwa, James Murunga,
Harish Kumar Musirigari, Emily Nelson,
Richard Nelson, Scarlet Nelson-Gardner,
Garron Newville, Pierre Ngalani, Yen Ngo,
Catherine Nguyen, Donna Nguyen, Thanh
Nguyen, Hien Nguyen, Kristina Nguyen,
Michael Nguyen, Hien Nguyen.
Huong Nguyen, Dieu-Thy Nguyen,
Hiep Nguyen, David Noel, Scott Norris,
Cathryn Norton, Lisa Nugent, Ariane
Nzameyo, Kristen Oakley, Erica Ochoa,
Jungmi Oh, Jennifer Ohsfeldt, Oladayo
Olaoye, Hakan Olasmis, Kaylee Ondiak,
Randa Ooten, Joel Ornelas, Jaree Orr, Joseph Ostas, Reyna Otero, Ryne Overfield,
Ashley Overton, Christina Owen, Lindsey
Owens, Iris Park, Morgan Parker.
Michael Parnell, Alisha Patel, Tanay
Patel, Rodney Patterson, Sherita Patterson,
Tara Patton, Heather Payment, Erin Peden,
Nolan Peek, Rany Penner, Julie Pennington, Sundar Penumarthi, Veronica Peoples,
Lauren Perez, Kimberly Perez, Samantha
Perry, Kaylun Peters, Peter Pham, Lisa
Phillips, Jeremy Philo, Landon Pickard,
Amiee Pinkerton, Deborah Pittman.
Eric Plumlee, Sean Pontius, Jonathan
Pope, Jaycie Poppe, Monique Pouliot,
Christopher Powers, Ananta Pradhan,
Tammy Prater, Samantha Privett, Stacy
Provens, Spencer Prudhomme, Jason
Pruitt, Christine Quach, Yen Quach, Mohammed Rakha, Morgan Ramirez, Emily
Ramon, Darcy Ramos, Brandon Randall,
Ryan Reagan, Summer Redding, Jordan
Redman, Emily Redman, Morgan Reed,
Dawn Reed, Matthew Reeves.
Amy Remington, Stephanie Renaud,
Morgannah Retherford, Sarah Reyes,
Desiree Reyes, Briana Rhodes, Kathryn
Richardson, Vania Richardson, Brian
Ridge, Pravesh Rijal, Marion Ritchey,
Jamie Ritter, Patricia Roberts, April Robertson, Holly Robinett, Desiree Robinson,
Eric Robinson, Jazmine Robinson, Areli
Rodriguez, Amanda Rodriguez, Diane
Rogers, Kenna Rogers, Justin Rogers,
Molly Romero, Crystal Romero, Shelbi
Rosa, Ashley Ross, Brando Roughley.
Katie Rountree, Justin Rowe, Gabriel
Rucci, Bobbie Rudkin, Valerie Runyon,
Taylor Rush, Christine Rush, Jacalyn
Russell, Kymdria Russo, Awet Russom,
Lindsay Rutledge, Joshua Ryans, Adebowale Salako, Tyler Salas, Maria Salas,
Stephanie Sales, Laura Sanchez, Sable
Saner, Eduardo Santoyo, Sunshine Sass,
Alexander Saunders, Craig Saunders, Mitzi
Savage, Skylar Schneider, Scott Schrimpf,
Layla Schroeder, Nekasha Schultz.
Shay Schultz, Patricia Schuringa, Rick
Schwalk, Tyler Scott, Guadalupe Scroggie,
Ashlee Scuderi, Rachel Seaman, Bradley
Sears, Mary Seibert, Matthew Seifried,
Luke Selby, Megan Selby, Christina Selfridge, Robert Shackelford, Alyssa Shaffer,
Allison Sharp, Suzanne Sharp, Logan
Shatswell, Brandon Shaw, Jonathan Sheaffer, John Shearon, Mark Shemwell.
Yosuke Shingu, Sally Shipman, Dylan
Shockley, Richard Sholar, Levi Shultz,
Mehwish Siddiqui, Ryan Siegfried, Daryl

Simic, Jacob Simpson, Megan Simpson,
Christine Simpson, Ashley Sims, Yusuf
Sinclair, Virginia Singleton, Joshua Sisson,
Heather Sizemore, Thomas Sloan, Samantha Smeltzer, Akilah Smith, Marilyn Smith,
Jessica Smith, Caitlin Smith.
Megan Smith, Desiree Smith, Amy
Smith, Alex Smith, Beverly Smith, Erica
Smith, Kim Smith, Griffin Smith, Desiree
Smith, Sarah Smyer, Amber Smyth, Jasmine Snell, Negar Sobbi, Jeffrey Songer,
Kelly Sorrells, Heather Sours, Shawna
Sparks, Mikaela Spaulding, Brittani Stanfield, Brandon Stanfill, Marsinah Starnes.
Shannon Steadman, Lindsey Stewart,
Alyssa Stewart, Cecilia Stopp, Ryan Story,
Kevin Stout, Brenden Stovall, Courtney
Stuever, Yang Su, Colton Sullivan, Zachary Sumner, Wanxin Sun, Taylor Sutton,
Zachariah Swift, Caleb Taggart, Rachel
Talley, Trung Tang.
Alisha Tasetano, Emmanuel Tatchum,
Kwame Tate, Cheri Taylor, Michelle Taylor,
Amber Taylor, Karsyn Taylor, Stephen
Taylor, Travis Terrel, Kayla Terrel, Alisha
Tew, Elaine Tharp, Paul Thomas, Blessy
Thomas, Yanira Thomas, Paul Thomas,
Anthony Thomas, Bria Thompson, Conner
Thompson, Joshua Thompson.
Roberta Thompson, Conner Thompson, Barry Timberlake, Lacy TippettCastro, Charlina Tirso, John Todd, Jayme
Todd, Joseph Tompkins, Susana Torres,
Marisol Torres, Alexandra Torres, Marisol Torres, Shamra Tracy, Mar’Queon
Tramble, Steven Tran, Linda Tran, Linh
Tran, Peter Tru Tran, Quynh Tran, Tung
Tran, Joshua Treib, Beatriz Trejo Hernandez, Chiaki Troutman, Adrienne Troyer,
Charles Truesdell, Quyen Truong.
Lonnie Tucker, Jonathan Tucker, Darcy
Tuohy, Jared Turley, Josh Turnbull, Maia
Tyson, Gyanendra Upadhyaya, Alexia
Urzua, Amir Vaez, Carlos Valdez, Brenda
Valencia, Lori Valentine, Linda Van Dyke,
Lahna Vann, Shena Vasquez, Danielle
Vaughn, Deanna Vaughn, Kimberly Velleca, Amanda Vera, Crystal Vidal.
Joel Viezcas, James Waddle, Erika Wade,
Charles Wadley, Stephen Wake, Tonya
Walker, Misty Walker, Ezekiel Walker, Jeremy Wallace, Shelley Ward, Celeste Warden,
Kayli Warmker, NaTara Warrior, Antonio
Watson, Erica Watts, Trent Wauters, Kyle
Weakley, Brittany Weaver, Megan Webb,
Amy Webster, Lindsey Weedin, Shaina
Wells, Ashley Wescott, Sonya West, Iris
West, Brandon Westmoreland, Luke
Wheeler, Charles Whetstone, Michelle
Whisenhunt, Kacey White, Rachel White,
Lauren White, Kacey White, John White,
Aaron Whitestar, Nicole Whitley, Jeffrey
Whittington, Regan Wickwire, Melinda
Wilcher, Mariah Williams, Francis Williams, Jamal Williams, Janese Williams.
Karen Williams, Quincy Williams,
Logan Williams, Tiffany Williams-Elledge,
Victoria Williamson, Darla Willoughby,
Tyler Wilmoth, Cody Wilson, Damian
Wilson, Rebecca Wilson, Jennifer Winchester, Ashley Winick, Cynthia Witt,
Jessica Wolf, Katherine Wood, Samantha
Woodring, Teresa Woods, Richard Woodward, Amanda Worley, Jeremy Wren,
Jamie Wright, April Wright, Stephanie
Wright, Vanessa Wright, Patricia Wright,
Carine Yem, Samuel York, Courtney
Young, Brittany Zink, Kayla Zoch Guadalupe Zuniga Ortega.
(Editor’s note: If you believe your
name should be on the list but isn’t, call
405-682-7512.)
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Gov. Mary Fallin to speak at OCCC ceremony
SIALI SIAOSI
Staff Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu

“It’s always an honor to have the governor attend and speak to our graduates,”
he said.
“Our graduates will have the opportuklahoma Gov. Mary
nity to receive words of congratulations
Fallin will deliver
and best wishes from the governor … the
the keynote address
top-elected official in the state.”
at the 2014 OCCC ComStudents are mixed about having Fallin
mencement Ceremony at
as the keynote speaker.
7:30 p.m. May 16, in the Cox
Pre-pharmacy graduate Amr ElghonBusiness Services Convention
dakly said he is unsure why Fallin was
Center in Oklahoma City.
asked to speak.
President Paul Sechrist said
“I think it’s interesting that she has been
Fallin was invited to speak
asked to speak at an educational facility
Gov. Mary Fallin
at OCCC’s commencement
for people graduating when she’s been
ceremonies last fall. He said
cutting budgets … and not supporting
OCCC has a long history of inviting state governors education,” Elghondakly said.
to give the keynote address.
“I think that it might be one of her ways of gain“Governor Fallin is the fifth governor to address ing popularity or asking for votes. I don’t think she
OCCC’s graduating class,” Sechrist said.
actually cares about education or students in general.”
Since OCCC has been part of the state system
Political science graduate Michael Blunck said while
of higher education, Sechrist said, the state’s chief Fallin’s presence might be controversial, it shouldn’t
executive officer — the governor — is always on the be taken too seriously.
short list of those considered to address graduates.
“At the end of the day, it’s a three-minute speech,”

O

Blunck said. “It doesn’t matter whether she cut education … . If people really care about it, they can just
un-elect her in two years.”
“As far as I’m concerned … I just want to have
my moment,” he said. “I want my classmates to
have their moment. I think it does us a disservice to
over-politicize [Fallin’s speech]. It takes away from
the sheer fact that we’re graduating — it takes away
that achievement.”
Sechrist said, regardless of personal feelings, he
hopes OCCC students will remain respectful.
“All governors of states are elected with a political
party affiliation,” he said. “Therefore, it’s a given that
some students and guests will agree and some will
disagree with the political position of [Gov. Fallin].”
An interview request from the Pioneer was turned
down by Fallin.
For more information about the 2014 OCCC
Commencement, visit www.occc.edu/records/
Commencement2014.
Students who want to tweet the Pioneer about
their graduation experience can use #OCCCgrad
and #OCCCPioneer or post to the Pioneer Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/OCCCPioneer.

Graduates need to plan for commencement
LAUREN DANIEL
Editor
editor@occc.edu
As OCCC graduates plan for the
upcoming commencement, there are
a few things they need to know, said
Barbara Gowdy, graduation services
director.
The ceremony will take place at 7:30
p.m. Friday, May 16, in the Cox Business
Services Convention Center, located
at the intersection of Reno and
Robinson in downtown
Oklahoma City.
Gowdy said graduates
need to check-in between 6
and 6:30 p.m. in Exhibit Room
E, located in the west hallway of
the Cox Convention Center.
There, graduates will receive a name
card they will need to keep with them
throughout the ceremony, she said.
All graduates will need to fill out the
back of the card before the ceremony
begins.
“ … That’s what they pass to the
reader [to] read their name as they
walk across stage.”
After the ceremony, Gowdy said,
the name cards will then be given to
the photographer who will contact the
students later with their picture proofs.
Gowdy said graduates will line up in
two lines after checking in, which will
be around 7:15 p.m. They will then be
led into the arena to their seats.
She said there is no particular order
so students can line up in any order.

“They can line up with friends or
whatever… .”
Wearing a cap and gown is an absolute requirement for walking in the
ceremony, she said.
Students will not be able to participate if they are not wearing their cap
and gown.
“Some people wear it, some people
just bring it with them and put it on
when they get there,” she said.
Caps and gowns are available in
the OCCC Bookstore for $35
through May 16.
Parking will be available in various spots
around Bricktown. The
cost to park underneath
the Cox Convention
Center is $8.
“It’s Bricktown (so)
there’s parking all
around,” Gowdy
said. “There’s parking hopefully
under the Cox Convention Center.
They’re on their own as far as parking
goes.”
Gowdy said the ceremony will last
around two hours to two and a half
hours, depending on the speakers and
how many students show up.
“We usually have them out of there
by 9:30 p.m. or 10 p.m.”
Seating for parents, friends, family
and children will open at 6:30 p.m.
Gowdy said graduates are encouraged
to invite their loved ones to join in on
the momentous occasion.
“Just come celebrate,” she said.

A live video feed also will be offered
on OCCC’s website so friends and family who are unable to attend can still
be a part of the graduation ceremony.

The video feed will be available at
www.occc.edu/ivd/commencement.
For more information, call 405-6827528, or email bgowdy@occc.edu.

Posthumous degree
awarded to PTA student
SIALI SIAOSI
Staff Writer
seniowriter@occc.edu

Ball said Hamilton was
always a joy to be around.
“He cared a lot for people,
he cared a lot for his patients
Matthew Hamilton had
… . [He] was able to motia smile that could light
vate them and encourage
up a room, said Physical
them,” she said. “A special
Therapy Program Director
hug from Matt would really
Jennifer Ball. Hamilton,
make you just feel warm
who died Dec. 16 in an
inside — he was just so
automobile accident, is
genuinely caring.”
being awarded an associate
Ball said Hamilton’s famdegree in physical therapy Matthew Hamilton ily has been invited to
assistance posthumously
accept his degree at the
at OCCC’s Commencement May 16.
graduation ceremony.
“He has met all of the requirements
“From my understanding … someto receive his posthumous degree,” times a family member will walk across
Ball said.
the stage and receive the degree,” Ball
“He had completed all of the aca- said.
demic portions of his degree and all he
Ball said this is the first time the PTA
had left were his [clinical] internships.” department has awarded a student a
A memorial scholarship in Hamil- posthumous degree.
ton’s name also was recently created
“He’s a great guy and deserves all of
at OCCC.
the recognition,” Ball said.
Ball said the Matthew David HamFor more information about the
ilton Scholarship is meant to alleviate Matthew David Hamilton Memorial
the financial burdens for students in Scholarship, visit www.occc.edu/pta. To
the physical therapy program.
contact Ball, call 405-682-7826.
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Grads asked: What are your plans after graduation?

“I’ll be going to the
University of Oklahoma
for civil engineering.”

—Rex McLauchlin
Pre-engineering Major

“[I’m going] on for my
bachelor’s and master’s at
the Universiy of Central
Oklahoma.”
—Cheri Taylor
Psychology Major

“I’ll be going to OU and I’ll
be getting my biochemistry
degree.”
—Michael Alkhouri
Diversified Studies
Major

“ Continue working full time
at a local surgery center, …
continuing my education and
applying for nursing.”
—Jenifer Fulton
Surgical Technology
Major

“I’m going to take the [state
boards nursing] test. My first
choice would be to work at
Integris hospital.”
—Gyanendra Upadhyaya
Nursing Major
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SPORTS

UPCOMING
INTRAMURALS
EVENTS

Heavy lifting

• May 26:
The OCCC Aquatic Center will
close for Memorial Day and will
reopen the following Tuesday.
For more information, call 405682-7860.
• June 2:
Scuba practice beginning from
6:30 to 8 p.m Wednesdays in the
Aquatic Center. Cost is $5 per
person. For more information,
call 405-682-1611 ext. 7310 in
advance as special swim events
might be taking place.
• June 21
The OCCC Aquatic Center will
close for the EAT Extreme 5 Swim
Meet. For more information, call
405-682-1611 ext. 7481.
John Huynh/Pioneer

Chemistry major Amy Dominguez works out May 2 in the OCCC Wellness Center with guidance from exercise
science major Michael Grubbs. The center provides weights and cardio equipment free to students with an ID.
SPORTS | Safety precautions couldn’t be met due to road construction

June 9 SuperSprint Triathlon canceled
SIALI SIAOSI
Staff Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu
OCCC Campus Recreation has
canceled its annual SuperSprint
Triathlon after event officials decided
necessary safety precautions couldn’t
be met, said Marketing and Public
Relations Assistant Director Deirdre
Steiner.
Steiner said over the years, funding
the SuperSprint Triathlon to ensure the
safety of its participants has drastically
increased.
She said the event was canceled due
to road construction in the surrounding
areas.
“The area where the cycling part of
the event occurs — Portland (Avenue)
— is under a lot of construction right
now,” Steiner said.
“The [SuperSprint] staff just felt like
it wasn’t a good place for cyclists to try
and travel.
“Even driving over it — it’s really
bumpy and really torn up.”
The SuperSprint Triathlon also
requires event security, Steiner said —
another costly expense contributing to

“

It has really come
down to it being too
costly to hire the
proper personnel to
make the event safe.”

—Roxy butler
Recreation and Fitness
Director

the event’s cancellation.
“Of course you have to have police
security present for the event,” she said.
“Over the years, it’s just been more
and more expensive to hire them to
actually be at the event.
“It’s starting to get to the point where
it’s just cost prohibitive.”
Steiner said in the past, the SuperSprint
Triathlon began on OCCC’s campus
and participants traveled to other
parts of the surrounding area — which
requires more event security.
“There’s all the considerations …
to make sure that as people leave our
campus, they’re safe to run or to cycle,”
Steiner said.
“It’s just kind of [been the result of]

safety plus the cost of safety.”
According to a press release issued on
www.occc.edu/supersprint, Recreation
and Fitness Director Roxy Butler agreed
that the cost of keeping the triathletes
safe was the main contributor to its
cancellation.
“It has really come down to it being
too costly to hire the proper personnel
to make the event safe,” said Butler.
“OCCC has hosted the SuperSprint
Triathlon for nearly 20 years and we
hope to be able to host it again in the
future.
“Right now we have to do what’s best
for those participating and their safety
is our top priority.”
For more information, contact Butler
at 405-682-1611, ext. 7425.
For more information, contact
Steiner at 405-682-1611, ext. 7248.
Don’t be left in the dark.
Follow us for instant news and
updates!

www.twitter.com/
OCCCPioneer
www.facebook.com/
OCCCPioneer

• June 28:
Row-Triple-C, OCCC’s Dragon
Boat Team, will compete at the
Stars and Stripes River Festival
Saturday, June 28. For more
information, call 405-682-7552.
• Spring semester:
Visit www.occc.edu/rf/swimming-diving to enroll in a number
of events held in the college’s
Aquatic Center.

Scan the QR code with your
smart phone to be directed to a
list of OCCC Intramural events,
complete with the most
current updates.
(Free QR code reader apps can be
found online or in app stores on
smart phones. Follow the directions
for the app you download.)

All event news is due Monday
by 5 p.m. for inclusion in the
next issue. Email your news to
sportswriter@occc.edu.
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Budget: OCCC officials awaiting news on state budget
Continued from page 1
About half of OCCC’s $50
million education and operating budget comes from the
Legislature.
Business and Finance
Vice President John Boyd
said OCCC stands to lose
$1,347,026 if the cut is approved by state legislators.
“Worst case scenario … is
Gov. Fallin’s 5.3 percent budget
cut, which has a devastating
impact on the college,” he said.
By increasing tuition, OCCC
officials hope to offset some of
the money lost through state
funding.
“ … An increase in tuition
of roughly about 5 percent
… would yield us another
approximately $600,000 in
tuition and fee revenue that
would help offset some of
these other reductions … ,”
Boyd said.

Enrollment also has been
decreasing for the past three
years, which poses another
threat to the college’s budget.
OCCC’s top three revenue
items in the budget are state
appropriations, tuition, and
fees, and the reimbursement from the tech district.
The only area that is staying
consistent is the reimbursement from the tech district,
Boyd said.
“Our state appropriations
are at risk and you know our
enrollment has gone down over
the past three years, so as we
look at our FY15 budget, at this
moment in time, we are hoping
for the best,” he said.
Boyd said the college will
make sure students still get a
quality education.
“We’re going to make whatever adjustments we have to
make to serve the students that
we have … ,” he said.

“

Granted, no one
wants to pay more
money but if that’s
what it’s going to
take to keep the
doors open, that’s
what it’s going to
take.”

—James Worden
Chemistry Major

“We have to make and we
always have made the sacrifice
that we need to make to make
sure that those students get the
service that they need.”
Students had mixed feelings
about the possible increase.
Political Science major Michael Blunck said he isn’t
concerned.
“I think students of OCCC
should understand that the
president and cabinet of the
school have gone to extreme

lengths to make sure that they
have cut every other corner
before touching anything involving students,” Blunck said.
“I would be more concerned
but the leadership is in place.
As a student here, I am not
concerned about [this] having
any real impact on the cost of
my education,” Blunck said.
Chemistry major James
Worden agreed.
“No one likes paying more
money, but in the end, it’s going to be a necessity. There are
factors that have led to this,”
Worden said.
“Granted, no one wants to
pay more money but if that’s
what it’s going to take to keep
the doors open, that’s what it’s
going to take.”
Other students weren’t so
certain.
Shelby Webb, diversified
studies major, said she won’t be
happy with an increase.

“This is a community college where it’s supposed to be
cheaper ... ,” Webb said.
“It’s supposed to be easier
for those [who] don’t have as
much resources to be able to
pay for school.
“If you increase the amount
... [especially] with the way
the economy is, it’s going to
be harder to get scholarships
or grants.”
Sam Pender, film major,
said he doesn’t think the state
should be cutting the funding
for higher education.
“I would rather there not be
a 5 percent increase. At least
it’s not incredibly large, but I
would still prefer to keep things
the way they are,” Pender said.
“I think [higher education]
should be one of the things that
gets the most funding.”
For more information, contact Boyd at 405-682-7501 or
by email at jboyd@occc.edu.

Enroll: Intersession, summer class enrollment under way
Continued from page 1
via the MineOnline portal at
mineonline.occc.edu.
The courses are listed along
with the times the classes meet,
Linblad said, and are identified
by an “I,” in the section number.
Linblad said intersession
classes are the same price as a
typical three-hour class.
She said the classes meet
every weekday for about four
hours a day and cover subjects
that aren’t overly difficult or
involved.
“They’re usually general education classes,” Linblad said.
“ … English composition is
an example of a class that would
be offered in an intersession.”
Linblad said Intro to Computers also is an example of an
intersession class that might
be offered.
More involved classes would
not be on the course list, she

said, because additional time
is needed for those classes.
For instance, Linblad said, a
math or lab science class would
not be offered.
“ … There’s just no way you
could get all the information
you need … . ”
Linblad said she wouldn’t
recommend taking more than
one intersession class at a time.
“Your life would be crazy
if you did more … [because]
basically, we’re crunching 16
weeks of information into two
weeks,” she said.
The last day to register for an
intersession course is May 19,
and the last day to withdraw
with a full refund is prior to
the third class on May 21.
“As long as it’s before the
third class, you can withdraw
and still receive a refund,”
Linblad said.
She said the latest students
can withdraw from an interses-

sion course without a refund
is May 28.
Linblad said OCCC’s summer classes are eight weeks
long and run from June 2
through July 25.
“For summer, the last day
to register is June 3,” she said.
Linblad said students can
enroll for summer courses by
visiting the Academic Advising
office or by accessing the Mine
Online portal on the OCCC
homepage.
Because there are eight weeks
in the summer session courses,
Linblad said, there’s more variety to choose from.
She said the courses provided in the summer consist of
anything from physical science
to preparatory math courses.
The full list of summer session
classes being offered can also
be found in the Summer/Fall
2014 class schedule.
Linblad said students who

Comments? Opinions? Let us know! E-mail the editor at

editor@occc.edu

enroll in summer classes have
a short window in which to
change their minds.
“For the first week, you can
withdraw and receive a refund.”
For more information about

enrollment, visit www.occc.
edu or contact the Academic
Advising office at 405-6827535.
To contact Linblad, call 405682-7589.
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CAMPUS COMMUNITY

CAMPUS
HIGHLIGHTS

Taking a stroll

Graduate pinning ceremony set for May 12
The graduating class of 2014 will be recognized
for their success in a graduate pinning ceremony at 4
p.m. Monday, May 12, in the Visual Performing Arts
Center Theater. Graduates are allowed to bring one
guest to accompany them to the ceremony. There
will be a reception following the ceremony. For more
information, contact Student Life at 405-682-7523
or email SLStaffDL@occc.edu.
Open dance audition class May 14
Theater majors and other interested adult and
teen dancers are invited to an open dance class
where company members and apprentices will be
recruited at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, May 14, in the
OCCC Dance and Aerobics room 1C4 in the Main
Building. Participants should arrive at 6:45 p.m. to
fill out registration forms and have close-fitting attire. For more information, contact Fitness Instructor
Elizabeth Hobi at elizabeth.hobi@gmail.com.

John Huynh/Pioneer

Former OCCC student Eric Wood walks around campus May 2 with his son while waiting for his
wife to take a test. Wood attended OCCC to receive certification in information technology. OCCC’s
tobacco-free campus has many sidewalks and an alleé available for the public as well as students.
COMMUNITY | Matthew David Hamilton died in a car accident last year

Scholarship honors deceased student
BRIANNA HOGAN
News Writing Student
The students of the physical
therapist assistant program have
established a memorial scholarship in honor of Matthew David
Hamilton, who died Dec. 16 in an
automobile accident.
Hamilton was a second year PTA
student of OCCC.
“He already had finished all
of his academic courses and just
needed to do his internships,”
Physical Therapy Professor Jennifer Ball said.
Hamilton was only eight credit
hours away from meeting the
requirements for the PTA degree.
To help raise money for the
scholarship, PTA students ran in
the OKC Memorial Marathon.
They made T-shirts for the run that
people could buy for $30.
“All money from the shirts went
straight to the scholarship fund.
The students’ goal was to sell 60
shirts and they sold 116,” Ball
said. They raised $1,770 for the
scholarship.

The PTA students have raised
more money by getting direct
donations to the fund.
“The scholarship will provide financial help to a Physical Therapist
Assistant student while he or she is
going through the PTA program,”
Ball said.
The physical therapist assistant
program is a two-year program
offered to students coming out
of high school or going back to
college.
Physical therapist assistants
work with patients who have some
type of physical disability. They
perform different exercises with
the patients to better their mobility.
A physical therapist assistant
would help someone who injured
a leg after a car crash to walk again
or learn to use crutches.
“You have to be passionate about
it to stay with it,” PTA student Brittany Cramton said.
Ball said it’s a good field for those
who love it.
“I think it’s a very rewarding
career,” Ball said. “Helping people
is always rewarding.

“There are no prerequisites
required besides Anatomy and
Physiology I,” Ball said. “This class
can be taken the summer before the
student starts the PTA program.
“There are six PTA programs in
Oklahoma and we are the only one
that offers predominantly night
classes,” Ball said. “We are also
the only program in the state that
offers the cadaver anatomy class.”
Students that attend the cadaver
anatomy class examine three dissected human bodies, she said.
This is the first year that PTA
students have been allowed to take
their licensure tests while they were
still in school.
“We had two students take the
licensure exam before they graduated from the PTA program and
they both passed,” Ball said.
“We have a 100 percent pass rate
for the licensure exam and a 100
percent rate in career placement,”
Ball said. The program accepts
about 20 students each year.
To donate to the scholarship,
visit www.occc.edu/foundation/
donation-form.

Natural gas certification classes May 15 and 16
The Professional Development Institute will offer the Oklahoma State Liquefied Petroleum Gas
Certification course From 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 15, and Friday, May 16. The course
is a blended course taught online, in-class with
hands-on applications in safety, fuel characteristics,
system description and operation, fuel line inspection, system diagnosis, system inspection and
regulations. Technicians who successfully complete
the class will be eligible to take the Oklahoma State
LPG Certification exam. Seating is limited. For more
information or to register, contact John Claybon
405-682-7855.
Oil and gas safety awareness class May 16
Classes will be offered to provide oil and gas
industry professionals with specific safety awareness on Friday, May 16. The program will provide
professionals working in the oil and gas industry an
orientation about the safety hazards associated with
the industry. Topics covered include Incident Reporting, Material Handling, Hazard Communications
and Accident Prevention. The program is certified
by SafeLand USA and the Energy Training Council
of Oklahoma. OCCC is an authorized ETC member
OCCC will offer the classes in English and Spanish.
Cost to attend is $150.00. For more information, or
to enroll, contact John Claybon at 405-682-7855.
Oklahoma Film Institute summer cinema clinics
The OCCC Oklahoma Film Institute will present
Summer cinema clinics from Thursday, June 5,
through Saturday, July 12. The series of five, threeday clinics will be held in the Visual and Performing
Arts Center Thursday through Saturday from 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Individual sessions will involve production,
script writing, directing, cinematography and editing.
Tuition for each clinic session is $300. Space is
limited. For more information or to enroll, call 405682-7847.
All Highlights are due Monday by noon for
inclusion in the next issue. Email your event to
editor@occc.edu.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Pioneer classified advertising is
free to all enrolled OCCC students and employees for any
personal classified ad. Ad applications must be submitted with
IDs supplied by 5 p.m. Fridays
prior to the next publication
date. For more information,
call the Ad Manager at 405-6821611, ext. 7674, or e-mail adman@occc.edu.

FOR SALE: 1994 White
Saturn model SC1. Body type
CP, 169,000miles. Asking
$800.00. Call 212.6027 for
more information.

FOR SALE: 40” CRT television in excellent condition.
The big screen makes it great
for a gaming TV in the kids’
room. $30. Text 405-8180083 for pictures.

LOOKING FOR ROOM TO
RENT: Male, 23, full-time student looking to rent a room
close to campus for no more
than $250-$300 a month
from May 17 to the end of
the fall semester. Email john.
white336@occc.edu.

FEMALE
ROOMMATE
WANTED: Room with bathroom. Washer/dryer, Internet, cable. Close to OCCC.
Big room. All amenities. Nice
neighborhood. $450 a month,
all bills included. Honest person, no drugs, no alcohol.
Call 405-317-4002.
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ROOM FOR RENT: Only female. Includes all services.
Near OCCC. Call or text Norma at 405-317-4002.
WANT TO RENT A ROOM:
21-year-old male Looking for
a room to rent. Call or text
Roman at 770-301-2791 with
information and price.
FOR SALE: Bed liner for
standard long bed pickup w/
tailgate liner. $75. GC. Text
405-818-0083 for pictures or
more information.
FOR SALE: Neiman Marcus
Robert Rodriquez collection
size 14 strapless cocktail
dress. Never worn. Still has
store tags. $50. Text 405818-0083 for pictures.
FOR SALE: New size 26
jeans — never been worn.
Brands include Vans, Levi’s
and Zumiez. $10 per pair.
Retail for $40 each. Text 405818-0083 for pictures.

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE
for ONLY $32 a week!
—get your advertisement message
to 5,000 prospective customers
with a business-card size ad—
Call 405-682-1611, ext. 7307,
or e-mail: adman@occc.edu

WCD WIC Program
New at OCCC Family and Community
Education (FACE) Center
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, North Hall
WIC - Women, Infants and Children
(income guidelines apply)

This institution is an
equal opportunity
provider.

Currently on another WIC program?
No problem. Let us take care
of the transfer paperwork.

405-682-1611, ext. 7690, or 405-933-3453

Questions?
Comments?
email editor@
occc.edu
or call
405-682-1611,
ext. 7675
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BRIANNA HOGAN
News Writing Student
Fonda Scott is now a full-time
professor in the occupational
therapist assistant program at
OCCC, as well as the academic
fieldwork coordinator.
Up until this semester, Scott
was an adjunct professor, she
said, working in the program
where she received her first
level of training.
“You have to believe in what
you do to be successful,” Scott
said. “Occupational therapy is
a true calling.”
Occupational therapists help
clients master everyday tasks,
she said.
Examples include teaching
people with mental or physical disabilities how to perform
tasks such as brushing their
hair or getting dressed.

The OTA program is offered
at OCCC as a two-year program that does not require any
prerequisites. The general education classes are taken within
two years while students are
taking OTA classes, Scott said.
Occupational therapist assistants work under the direction
of occupational therapists.
They may help people who
have been paralyzed by a stroke
how to cook with one hand or
work with children who have
social deficiencies, like autism,
how to interact with others.
Scott lives in Lexington with
her husband, Jeff, and two sons,
Ethan and Joshua.
Besides her teaching at
OCCC, Scott also does power
mobility assessments. Scott
said she works alongside an assistive technology practitioner
to make sure wheelchair seats

fit the clients.
These assessments are necessary so people can function
normally within their home
using a wheelchair, she said.
Scott has been designing
wheelchairs for people with
disabilities for about 10 years.
Scott said she does this job on
the side to keep up her occupational therapy skills.
Scott graduated with her associate degree from the OTA
program at OCCC in May
1995. She graduated with her
bachelor’s degree in December
2007 from the University of
Oklahoma.
“I really do love my job,” Scott
said. “It’s not just something I
do, it’s who I am.”
Scott teaches several classes
within the OTA program.
“I have never once been
bored with my job,” she said.

Being the fieldwork coordinator, Scott is in charge of
setting up the fieldwork for all
of the OTA students.
In level one fieldwork, the
students go to places like hospitals, outpatient centers, and
pediatric centers to observe a
fieldwork educator.
“They get to see the whole
realm of occupational therapy,”
Scott said.
Level two students go to the
same type of places, but get to
be hands-on.
They get to experience what
they would be doing as an occupational therapist assistant.
The students are supervised by
a fieldwork educator.
Level two students go to a
place more specific to their
interests instead of every realm
of occupational therapy. If a
student wants to work with

Ethan Cooper/Pioneer

Professor says there is never a dull moment with job

Fonda Scott

children, they will go to a pediatrics center.
Scott said she is happy to
work full-time at OCCC doing
what she loves.
“In occupational therapy you
really get to know one another,”
Scott said.

Drug arrest, accusation of warrant among police reports
LAUREN DANIEL
Editor
editor@occc.edu
A worker’s pockets containing heroin, a syringe, an aluminum can with burn marks,
Adderall and Allegra led to his
arrest May 4 on campus.
The man, identified as
26-year-old contracted worker
Andrew Cowns, was confronted by Police Officer David
Madden when he responded to
a welfare check in a men’s bathroom in the VPAC, according
to a police report.
Cowns appeared to be nervous, stumbling as he walked
and slurring his speech. Madden asked the man if he was OK
and he replied he was “fine” and
just needed to get back to work.
Cowns began digging in
his pockets and after asking
Cowns to remove his hands
from his pockets and he failing
to do so, Madden escorted him
out of the bathroom.
Madden asked Cowns what
was in his pockets, in which he
only replied “Why?”
Madden then conducted a
pat search where he placed
him in handcuffs and removed
the contents from his pockets.
The suspect was brought to
the campus police office where

he was charged with two counts
of possession of a controlled
dangerous substance and one
count of possession of drug
paraphernalia.
Cowns was then transported
and booked into Oklahoma
County Jail.
An OCCC student was suspected to have a felony warrant
when Police Officer Tim Harris

ran her name and date of birth
after responding to a call for a
car unlock in parking lot C May
1, according to a police report.
The student’s fingerprints
were inserted in the Integrated
Automated Fingerprint Identification System.
The student was found not to
be the same individual with her
name and date of birth wanted

for a felony warrant.
Her picture was taken for
future reference and no further
action was taken.
The student’s name was
redacted on reports under
the direction of Marketing
and Public Relations Director
Cordell Jordan who said names
are redacted “according to
OCCCPD Standard Operating

Procedures involving information released and information
withheld.” To obtain a copy of
the procedure, email cjordan@
occc.edu.
To contact campus police,
call 405-682-1611, ext. 7747.
For an emergency, use one of
the call boxes located inside
and outside on campus or call
405-682-7872.

