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OPINION, p. 2

Staff Writer Erin 
Peden says people 
need to put phones 
down and pay 
attention to others. 
Read her thoughts 
inside. 

say no to 
texting 
while talking

To comment on 
stories, or to access 
the latest news, 
features, multimedia, 
online exclusives and 
updates, visit 
occc.edu/pioneer.
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Arts Festival 
Oklahoma brought 
hundreds flocking 
to OCCC over the 
three-day Labor 
Day weekend. Turn 
to page 7 to see 
pictures and read 
more about it.  

arts festival 
oklahoma

sPORTs

All proceeds from 
the 5K fun run will 
go toward Physical 
Therapy Assistant 
student scholarships. 
For more information 
about the run, turn 
inside to page 8. 
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The nearly 40 
campus clubs at 
OCCC brought in 
new members at the 
recent Organization 
Fair. Read more.

student org 
fair draws 
crowd
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Dream Machines offer incentive to recycle
Erin PEdEn
Staff Writer
staffwriter1@occc.edu

In addition to doing a 
great thing for the planet, 

environmentally aware folks 
can get an instant reward for 
recycling on campus by using 
the Dream Machines located 
around campus.

Added in February 2011 
as part of the school’s Green 
Taskforce recycling initiatives, 
Dream Machines recycle both 
aluminum cans and plastic bot-
tles using technology-enabled 
kiosks.

Sociology major Rachel Brand 
said she was not aware of the 
kiosks around campus but is 
interested in trying them.

“I recycle all the time and 
have seen normal recycling bins 
around campus but had no idea 
we had machines such as this,” 

Brand said. 
“I think it’s a great idea because 

not only does it make recycling 
a little more fun but you are get-
ting rewarded and helping the 
environment at the same time. 
I will definitely be signing up.”

Emergency Planning and Risk 
Management Director Lisa 
Teel said the machines are 
the first interactive recycling 
system that brings together 
online and on-street tech-
nologies.

“Dream Machine kiosks 
are computerized receptacles 
that include a personal reward 
system allowing consumers to 
collect and redeem points for 
each bottle or can they recycle 
in the kiosk,” Teel said. 

Points can then be redeemed 
at www.greenopolis.com for a 
range of coupons for shopping 
and dining venues such as Best 
Buy, Michael’s, Taco Bell and 

even various local museums, 
Teel said. 

She said points also can be 
donated to help organizations 
such as the Humane Society. 
Users must have an account with 
www.greenopolis.com and at 
least 100 points before redeem-

ing coupons. 
Signing up is easy, Teel said. 
To begin recycling and re-

deeming points, students must 
simply go to a Dream Machine 
receptacle on campus and create 

See RECYCLE page 9

POINTs CAN bE REDEEmED AT WWW.gREENOPOLIs.COm

E-books offer readers an 
interactive experience

See E-bOOKs page 9

Erin PEdEn
Staff Writer
staffwriter1@occc.edu 

Students looking for a more 
interactive way to read 

books may want to check out 
the OCCC library’s selection of 
e-books. With its start last sum-
mer, the service provides a wide 
range of fiction and non-fiction, 

including many of today’s popu-
lar books. 

Electronic Services and Refer-
ence Librarian Amanda Lemon 
said two e-book services are 
offered:

• Overdrive e-books, which, 
she said, are the ones most stu-
dents will be interested in, and;  

Chris James/Pioneer

Psychology major Dennis Tran-Vu 
deposits a plastic bottle into the Dream 
Machine located in the OCCC College 
Union. Users can earn points that can be 
used in the bookstore and other places 
by using the machine to recycle bottles 
and cans. 
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texting while talking is really rude

ERIN 
PEDEN

One of the most annoying things for me is when I go 
out to eat with someone and cannot keep a conversa-
tion going, not because there is nothing to talk about, 

but because they are having 
a conversation with someone 
else via text. You try telling this 
person about something you 
find important going on in your 
life while they sit there, phone 
in lap, with fingers flying across 
the keypad, only looking up at 
you occasionally and sneaking 
in a few “uh-huhs.” Eventually 
you give up on your story, not 
wanting to waste your breath 
on someone who clearly isn’t 
listening.

I am not opposed to texting at all. In fact, I love it. 
Not only is it a convenient way to carry a conversa-
tion while you do other things, but you also avoid 
long and unwanted phone conversations. So why 

then does a situation like this bother me so much? 
Because it’s rude. If the person you are texting were 
sitting in the same booth with you and your friend 
at a restaurant, you would not try to have two differ-
ent conversions at the same time with each of them 
because it would be virtually impossible.

I am appalled at the number of people who cannot 
find it in themselves to put their phones away for a few 
hours or at least while they are having a conversation 
with someone. The message they are sending isn’t “I 
am listening to you” but rather, “this conversation 
is more important than the one we are having now.”

Some people need to realize leaving their phone 
alone for a while can be a very liberating experience. 
Sometimes we miss exciting or important things be-
cause we are too busy looking down rather than up. 
I believe cell phones have their time and place but 
people need to know when enough is enough. Your 
phone is not an extension of your arm. 

Some professors may encounter the same problems 
while teaching class. 

Although I find it acceptable that some people may 
have emergencies and need to keep their phones 
nearby, others do not have an excuse. Yes, you pay to 
go to class but that doesn’t mean you get to control 
how it works. You are in school to learn and if the 
phone conversation you are having via text is more 
important than education, maybe college isn’t the 
right place for you to be.

—Erin Peden
Staff Writer

EDITORIAL | Put the phone down and have a conversation with the one you’re with

eat more fruits and vegetables for a healthier you
To the Editor:

 It’s no secret that Oklahomans tip the scales when 
it comes to being obese or overweight. 

In fact, the federal Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention reported recently that nearly one-third 
of adults in Oklahoma are obese. 

Not surprisingly, Oklahoma ranks last among all 
states in the consumption of fruits and vegetables, 
which are critical in the fight against obesity.

“Your mom was right when she said to eat your fruits 
and veggies,” said Keith Reed, director of the Center 
for the Advancement of Wellness at the Oklahoma 
State Department of Health.

 “Eating fruits and vegetables is a sound investment 
in long-term health. Adding more to your diet is easy 
and can be inexpensive when you remember that all 
product forms count: fresh, frozen, canned, dried or 
100 percent juice.”

Reed suggested using the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s “My Plate” as a healthy eating guide. 

“My Plate” encourages making half your plate fruits 

and vegetables as a way to improve health and control 
weight. To view the “My Plate” recommendations 
visit www.choosemyplate.gov.

In an effort to promote the need for Oklahomans 
to make healthier food choices and to eat more fruits 
and vegetables, the OSDH Center for the Advance-
ment of Wellness supports September as National 

Fruits & Veggies — More Matters® Month! 
“We encourage everyone to try making half your 

plate fruits and vegetables, this month and every 
month,” Reed said.

To learn how to add more fruits and veggies to your 
diet, visit www.shapeyourfutureok.com. 

—Oklahoma State deprtment of Health

LETTER TO ThE EDITOR | Oklahoma state Department of health offers lifestyle advice 

Jeremy Cloud

West Nile virus cases break record
To the Editor:

 Oklahoma’s West Nile virus case 
total has jumped to 118, the high-
est number of cases ever recorded 
in a single year in Oklahoma. Two 
additional deaths have also been 
reported, for a total of seven.

State health officials warn that 
favorable conditions continue for 
the spread of WNV. Using insect 

repellent when outdoors, drain-
ing standing water from items in 
the yard that mosquitoes can use 
to breed, and assuring doors and 
window screens are in good repair 
are essential to “fighting the bite” 
to help prevent West Nile virus. 

State Epidemiologist Dr. Kristy 
Bradley said, “We continue to urge 
people to heed the warning and 

regularly practice their personal 
protection methods. Something as 
simple as using mosquito repellent 
can spare you from a life changing 
disease.”

For more, visit www.health.
ok.gov, or call your local county 
health department.

—Oklahoma State 
deprtment of Health
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COMMENTS AND REVIEWS
sTORE REVIEW | As more folks switch to electronic cigarettes, more stores open to accommodate them

area vapor shops offer vast array

‘let’s Play’ trend has a rising star
gAmER REVIEW | Poopydoop45 stands out in gaming video world

My fellow gamers out there 
may be familiar with a rising 
Internet phenomena known as 
“Let’s Play.” 

Although the concept — which 
involves playing a video game 
and posting some sort of cor-
responding walkthrough for 
others to view — is fairly old, 
it’s recently become an explosive 
YouTube trend.

Whether they’re toiling in the fiery 
depths of “Diablo” or playing the hero in 
“Skyrim,” ordinary gamers are becom-
ing Internet celebrities by recording 
themselves playing games, providing 
an audio commentary and uploading 
it onto the popular video site.

The trend has become so profuse, 
it’s getting a little hard to find quality 
videos that actually deliver what they 
should: a lighthearted walkthrough that 
not only entertains, but helps fellow 
gamers with tips and tricks.

That’s why I was delighted to find a 

YouTube user by the name of “Poopy-
doop45.” If the handle alone wasn’t 
enough of a giveaway, when you watch 
this guy’s work, you’re getting pure fun. 
Poopydoop specializes in “Minecraft” 
videos, although he’s recently ventured 
into “Skyrim” territory too. With his 
canine companion Bananas at his side, 
Poopydoop offers his fans a pretty 
unique take on “Let’s Play” videos.

Instead of just recording his adven-
tures in the pixelated world, Poopydoop 
is very fan-focused. He communicates 
with his viewers and helps them ac-
complish in-game tasks by creating 
step-by-step tutorials. His commentary 

is always entertaining 
— whether he’s got your 
attention span in a choke-
hold while he navigates 
through the Nether, or 
cracking hilarious jokes 
without much effort.

But it’s his genuine 
kindness that is the best 
thing about his “Let’s 
Play” series. It’s obvious 
that Poopydoop is all 
about his fans. He is con-
stantly asking his viewers 
what they want to see. 
Most of all, he is sincerely 
grateful for every view, 
subscribe and “like” he receives.

It’s refreshing to see such a down-to-
Earth attitude in this ego-centric world 
where any ol’ Joe thinks his rendition 
of a Lady Gaga song is YouTube gold.

Even if you’re not a “Minecraft” 
player, I highly suggest checking out 
Poopydoop’s channel at www.youtube.

com/poopydoop45, especially as he 
continues to explore other gaming 
venues.

You might just find yourself a new 
gaming obsession — and you’ll defi-
nitely find yourself a great friend.

rating: A+
—Whitney Knight

Contributing Writer

Planning ahead 
a great idea

August was a busy enrollment period for the 
Office of Academic Advising, leading to long 
lines and closed classes.  

As always, students can avoid long lines dur-
ing heavy enrollment by choosing classes early 
in the enrollment period. 

We encourage students to start meeting with 
an adviser in late October for spring enrollment. 

Visiting with an adviser early to pre-plan 
your next semester is really a smart idea. Stu-
dents who set their goals early and have an 
action plan are often more successful in their 
academic careers.

Likewise, if you are working, have a family, 
or involved in other activities, meeting with 
an adviser in advance can make enrollment a 
much smoother process.

When you enroll early, there is more class 
availability for you to choose from, the lines 
are shorter and during the semester, faculty 
are available on campus to help you select your 
faculty approved electives.

The longer you wait, the more classes will be 
closed, leading to fewer classes at convenient 
times for you.

Also, it is almost time for the Transfer and 
Graduation Fair. 

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 26, 
more than 20 colleges and universities will set 
up in the College Union to share information 
about their programs and the transfer process 
with students.

This is a great opportunity for students to 
connect to their next institution, learn about 
the many programs available for their next 
step in academics and to plan for their futures.

Students also can learn about scholarships, 
the application process, financial aid, multiple 
majors, and how financial aid works in the 
transfer process.

If you are interested in getting ahead on that 
next step in your educational career, make sure 
that you visit the Transfer and Graduation Fair.

—Linda Little 
Transfer and Academic 

Advising Coordinator

Electronic cigarettes and vaping mods are fairly 
new to the market and there are not many places to 
purchase non-disposable vaping devices. This helps 
make vaporescence a real treat to vapers. For anyone 
who is still lost, let me quickly explain.

Electronic cigarettes are basically a battery with a 
very small heating element (atomizer) and some form 
of a tank or cartridge that holds the liquid nicotine, 
or e-juice. When the element is ignited, the liquid 
is heated to a vapor that can be inhaled. This allows 
an ex-smoker such as myself to get a bit of nicotine 
and even a bit of flavor but none of the other 2500+ 
carcinogens known to cause cancer and addiction 
in analog cigarettes. The vapor also is not harmful 
to innocent bystanders. There are several places to 
purchase from in Oklahoma City.

 Doc’s Vapor, located on SW 59th Street near the 
college, has a fairly small selection. The owner seems 
nice enough, but I paid more than $10 for a cheaply 
manufactured 10 milliliter (ML) bottle of e-juice. I 
also paid more than $10 for a new atomizer for my 
eGo-T brand e-cig, and it only came in one color — 
purple. This was probably the highest price I have 
seen anywhere for liquid, but they are comparable 
to other local stores on accessories. 

I purchased my eGo-T from a store on NW 50th 
in Oklahoma City called OKC Vapes. Stephanie, the 
owner, really knew what she was talking about, but 
once again I paid more than $75 for my eGo-T set, 
with a 10 percent discount. That included a carrying 
case and 10 ML bottle of liquid. However, seeing that 
I did not have to wait a week for an online store to 
deliver it, it was kind of worth buying at the time. 
OKC Vapes does have cheap liquids though. The 

price is only $6 for a 10 ML bottle. That’s a good deal 
for a local store. 

Vaporescence, at 635 NW 7th Street in Moore, has 
a vast selection to choose from. With four locations 
in Texas, I can see why they can afford to have the 
largest selection I have seen of eGo-T’s and flavors. 
They have every color you can think of. And I was 
pleased to find they carried more than 200 flavors. 

I decided to purchase two really cool metallic 
blue eGo-T atomizers and a box of blue tips. The 
tips were $6.95 for five, only about $2 more than an 
online store charges. The atomizers were $23.90 for 
two, comparable to other local stores. According to 
their website, the eGo-T I purchased for $75 sells at 
Vaporescence for $89.95 plus tax.

As far as local stores go, I personally would recom-
mend Vaporescence for friendly and knowledgeable 
service. Also, you can try any flavor you find on the 
massive wall of flavors. And Vaporescence charges 
a little more than $16 for a 30 ML bottle of flavor —
not too bad considering the time you can save not 
waiting on a delivery. And, they are manufacturing 
their own line of 6 volt mods. The mods are kind of 
pricey — $150 —  but they do offer a lifetime warranty.

If you’re already vaping and need a good upgrade 
from that cheap disposable, or you’re just looking 
into vaping as an option, Vaporescence might be the 
place for you. I don’t recommend spending that kind 
of money on something you are unsure of though, 
so make sure the options are right for you. And the 
kind folks at Vaporescence can help you with that.

rating: B
—Shawn Stawicki

Contributing Writer
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Rick Ross has become a household name to hip-hop fans around the world 
because of his plethora of classic albums. Recently, Ross has become more of 
a CEO/mogel then a rapper but in his latest album “God Forgives, I Don’t,” 
Ross makes it clear that he isn’t going anywhere.

Notable standouts from the album begin with the intro-
duction called “Pray For Us” which is a part where he brings 
back the classic prayer in the movie “Baby Boy” right before 
they try to kill Snoop Dogg. Ross made a brilliant choice 
in selecting this sample because the prayer is the perfect 
omen to what hip-hop culture has become — sort of a 
huge contradiction if you will. Speak about God and how 
you love him in one line but then immediately spew in-
sults toward women and glorifying money. Great choice 
to start the album.

The song with the most star power was “3 Kings” which features a rare ap-
pearance from Dr. Dre and the genius Jay-Z. I like the theme of the record but I 
was disappointed by the beat selection. A song with such legendary wordsmiths 
should have a beat that will take you on a ride with such greatness. I still believe 
the song was solid.

The much anticipated “Maybach Music IV” did not disappoint as far as in-

strumental use. It was a beautiful compilation of saxaphone, trumpet, 
keys and drums which causes you to sit back and shake your head. 
Only thing I would have changed about the song was I was looking 

forward to seeing who would appear on the song but Ross went with 
just Ne-Yo on this one. Wish I could have heard someone like 
Kendrick Lamar show out on that record.

Just seeing the name Andre 3000 brings excitement to 
hip-hop fans who respect his genius. He stole the show 
on “Sixteen” which allowed him to get some things off his 
chest.  It was great seeing Andre 3000 come back to the 
craft that he masters so effortlessly.

I have the most respect and appreciation for Rick Ross, 
not just as a rapper but for his beat selection. He has a 
deep appreciation for instruments which has become a 

lost art in hip-hop today. Though this was not his greatest album, this definitely 
reminds you why Rick Ross is still a heavyweight in the hip-hop arena. No pun 
intended.

rating: B+
—Brandon Willis

Sports Writer

‘Premium Rush’ an action-packed tale
Heading to the War-

ren Theater on Thursday 
night, I was unsure of 
what to expect of the new 
action movie, “Premium 
Rush,” released Aug. 24 by 
Columbia Pictures. 

To be honest, my ini-
tial interest in the movie 
wasn’t the storyline but 
rather the fact that Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt was the star 
of the movie. An hour and 40 minutes of 
some sweet Joseph eye-candy is reason 
enough for interest, right? I thought so.

 However, I was rather surprised by 
how much I enjoyed the action-packed, 
adrenaline rush of a movie that not 
only kept me on the edge of my seat, 
but made me want to watch it again.

The movie takes place in the fast-
paced and dangerous streets of New 
York. We are introduced to Wiley 
(Joseph Gordon-Levitt), a college 
graduate whose degree could get him 
a respectable and very well-paid of-
fice job. But because of his free-spirit 
and anti-conformist points of view, he 
instead chooses to feed his adrenaline 
as an overworked and underpaid bike 
messenger. 

We follow Wiley as he is given the task 
to deliver a package that, unbeknownst 
to him, is an extremely important and 

valuable package 
that will take him on 
the most dangerous 
ride of his life. 

During his adven-
ture, Wiley is con-
tinuously threatened 
and chased down 
by Bobby Monday 
(Michael Shannon), 
who is a greedy, 
debt-ridden NYPD 

cop who will do absolutely anything 
to get his hands on the package Wiley 
is delivering. 

After his life being threatened and 
almost getting arrested, Wiley gives 
up on delivering the package he knows 
nothing about and returns it to the 
sender. 

However, after learning how impor-
tant and vital the package’s deliverance 
is, he re-embarks on his journey. This 
in turn, leads to a life-threatening acci-
dent, a trip to the hospital, and having to 
hide from police, along with tons of plot 
twists and unexpected connections. 

What I was most impressed by is how 
unpredictable the plot is, while still 
making sense and being appropriate. 

The twists and turns of the story kept 
me and everyone in the theater unaware 
of what was going to happen next and 
needless to say, the theater was filled 

with moments of “Holy cow!” and 
gasps of sheer shock. 

The scenes are fast-paced and 
the camera continuously chang-
ing, making the experience of the 
movie feel as if it were happening 
right in front of one’s eyes. At 
times, I felt like I was right in on 
the action.

Gordon-Levitt doesn’t disap-
point in the least bit with his role 
as Wiley. 

He takes the character of Wiley 
and captures our hearts by draw-
ing us in with his whole-hearted, 
genuine acting. With so much 
passion in his eyes during the more 
intense scenes, it didn’t even feel 
like he was acting. 

Shannon’s character as the bad 
cop undoubtedly is the most in-
teresting character of the movie, 
and it is solely because of Shan-
non’s impeccable ability to make 
his characters so outrageous and 
unique, with his quirky and comi-
cal touches. 

“Premium Rush” is great for 
anyone looking for a great action 
movie. With the great acting and 
unique, unexpected storyline 
twists and turns, it is definitely worth 
the trip to the theater. 

Also, getting to see Gordon-Levitt’s 

cute face is a plus.
rating: B+ 

—Paris Burris
Online Editor

CD REVIEW | With the use of intrumentation and guest appearances, hip-hop artist proves he’s still a heavyweight

‘God Forgives, I Don’t’ album speaks loud  

mOVIE REVIEW | unexpected storylines make this movie an unexpected hit

TOP 20 
MOViES

Weekend of Aug. 24 through 26
www.newyorktimes.com

Adm
it 

O
ne

1. The Possession
2. Lawless
3. The Expendables 2
4. The Bourne Legacy
5. ParaNorman
6. The Odd Life of Timothy 
Green
7. The Dark Knight Rises
8. The Campaign
9. 2016 Obama’s America
10. Hope Springs
11. Premium Rush
12. Hit and Run
13. Sparkle
14. Marvel’s The Avengers
15. Diary of a Wimpy Kid: 
Dog Days
16. Brave
17. Ice Age: Continental Drift
18. The Amazing Spider-Man
19. Total Recall
20. Ted
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Brown Bag speaker  to promote financial literacy
JErEMY CLOUd
Community Writer
communitywriter@occc.edu

Student Life will be hosting a Brown Bag series 
focusing on personal finance literacy throughout 
the Fall 2012 semester, said Student Life Director 
Erin Logan.

“Last spring I applied for a grant through High-
erOne for a little extra funding to come in from them 
to help us pay for books and resources to do with 
our programming on financial literacy,” Logan said. 

She said the grant, which is also an initiative of 
the state, caught her eye due to a problem she sees 
around her office.

“I see students in my office daily who need money 
for the bus, or who tell me they haven’t eaten breakfast 
because they don’t have food in their house,” Logan 
said. “And the whole time they’re on their iPhones, 
or carrying their Coach bag.

“There’s a disconnect between wants and needs. I 
was a college student, and I know it’s easy to blur the 
lines between the two.”

Logan said her approach to setting up the classes 

was to see what financial trends 
were going on in the media, and 
then create sessions based on 
those trends. 

Logan said the ideas then be-
come realistic and applicable to 
the average student.

She used couponing as a good 
example.

“There’s a big couponing craze 
going on right now, but extreme couponing is not 
realistic for the average person. I have a student 
who’s hopefully going to be able to teach a session 
on couponing.” 

Logan said the student’s parents are not native 
English speakers, and are not able to speak fluently. 

“So she helps to raise her three younger sisters and 
does all the working and funding for the family. With 
that, she’s learned to coupon realistically, and save 
her family a lot of money while going to school full 
time, working and maintaining a very high GPA,” 
Logan said.

“So she’ll use her personal stories and tips to help 
students create a couponing plan. We’ll be providing 

coupon organizers, personal journals and a book 
on building a basic budget when you don’t have a 
disposable income of $100,000.”

Other parts of the series also will be taught by 
students, while some will be taught by finance pro-
fessionals, Logan said. 

“We’re contacting financial institutions in town 
to help us with presentations on personal credit, 
budgeting basics and how to build credit. We’re go-
ing to do a series that helps students look at finances 
realistically when gas is $3.50 a gallon.”

Logan said the series begins Sept. 12. For more 
information, visit the offices of Student Life in the 
Main Building, or go to www.occc.edu/studentlife, 
or call 405-682-1611, ext. 7523.

sTuDENT LIFE TO PROVIDE mONEY mANAgEmENT TIPs

“ we’ll be providing coupon organizers, personal 
journals and a book on building a basic budget 
when you don’t have a disposable income of 
$100,000.”

—Erin Logan

StudEnt LifE dirEctor 

JErEMY CLOUd
Community Writer
communitywriter@occc.edu

The Hispanic Organization to Promote 
Education is partnering with Student Life 
to plan events for a celebration of Hispanic 
Heritage Day, on Sept. 14, said Student 
Life Director Erin Logan.

“Right now, we don’t know exactly what 
we’re doing for Hispanic Heritage Day,” 
Logan said. 

She said HOPE participated in the Stu-
dent Organization Fair last week and is 

waiting on membership numbers.
“Once they have some numbers and an 

idea of what their members want, we’re go-
ing to sit down and get it all planned out.”

Hispanic Heritage Day is in celebra-
tion of National Hispanic Heritage Month 
which runs from September through 
October, according to hispanicheritage-
month.gov.

Keep checking back with the Pioneer on-
line at www.occc.edu/pioneer for updates.

To contact Jeremy Cloud, email commu-
nitrywriter@occc.edu, or stop by 1F2 in 
the Arts and Humanities building.

hispanic heritage Day approaching quickly
About National hispanic heritage month
Each year, Americans observe National Hispanic Heritage 

Month from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15, by celebrating the histories, 
cultures and contributions of American citizens whose ances-
tors came from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean and Central and 
South America.

The observation started in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage Week 
under President Lynden Johnson and was expanded by Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan in 1988 to cover a 30-day period starting 
on Sept. 15 and ending on Oct. 15. It was enacted into law on 
Aug. 17, 1988.

The day of Sept 15 is significant because it is the anniver-
sary of independence for Latin American countries Costa Rica, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In addition, 

Mexico and Chile celebrate their independence days on 
Sept. 16 and Sept. 18, respectively. 

—hispanicheritagemonth.gov
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Erin PEdEn
Staff Writer
staffwriter1@occc.edu 

With nearly 40 clubs and organiza-
tions on campus, it can sometimes 
be difficult for students to figure 

out what exactly they are interested in. This is 
why Student Life hosts OCCC’s Student Organi-
zation Fair twice a year at the beginning of each 
fall and spring semester.

Among these clubs are a wide range of inter-
ests including religious, academic and simply 
recreational organizations.

Joseph Lee, president of the Gamer’s Guild, said 
the fair attracted more than an average amount 
of interested students to the table. 

Although the first year of the club seemed to 
be a success, Lee feels this year will be likely to 
bring in even more student activity.

“I was surprised how much of a turnout we 
had in just a few short hours; roughly 80 signa-
tures,” Lee said. 

The Gamer’s Guild meets both on and off cam-
pus and even online throughout the semester. 

“As unoriginal as it sounds, we honestly just 
play games,” Lee said. 

Another participant in the fair was the Phi 
Theta Kappa honor society. Vice President of 
Student Scholarships Shelby Cree said she spent 
the day telling students about the benefits being 
in the honor society can have before transferring 
to a four-year university.

“Phi Theta Kappa is a great organization. It 
gives you a chance to meet new people,” Cree said. “The fair is 
a great way to get our organization out there because it gives 
students the opportunity to learn more about clubs on their 
way to class.”

Sociology major Aileen Perez says she likes the fair because 
of the variety of options that fit anyone’s interests as well as 
its convenience.

It is a good way for students to feel connected to the campus 
and each other, Perez said. 

“The location of the fair was helpful to me because it was 
on my way out before rushing to my job.”

Stuart Braud, who said he has been a member of the Baptist 
Collegiate Ministries for a couple semesters, said joining a club 
is a good way to relieve the stress of school.

“We have pizza and Bible study about twice a week,” Braud 
said. “A bunch of my friends are in the club so I enjoy getting 
to hang with them for awhile.”

To learn more about clubs and organizations offered on 
campus, stop by Student Life located on the first floor of the 
Main Building, or visit www.occc.edu/studentlife/clubs.You 
can also call them at 405-682-1611, ext. 7523.

Organization Fair attracts good turnout

Photos by Chris James/Pioneer

Business major Dalton Bland plays fighting game, Persona 4 Arena, at the Gamer’s Guild table at the  
Organization Fair on Aug. 30. This is the second year for the Gamer’s Guild, and they boast one of the highest 
membership signups of all student clubs.  

To join a club
visit

www.occc.edu/studentlife

Elementary education major Christine Cataldo speaks with Oklahoma Study Abroad 
representative Christian Alyea about programs available to OCCC students at the Organization 
Fair on Aug. 29. Upcoming trips include a fall break to London, May intersession to Costa 
Rica, and a summer break tour through a few different Eastern European countries.  
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Students, professors, and other Oklahomans 
turned out in droves for Arts Festival Okla-
homa on the OCCC campus over Labor Day 

weekend.
Visual artists had booths set up inside and outside 

of four large tents, along with a tent set up for chil-
dren to try their hand at creating arts and crafts. The 
artists had works displayed from a variety of medi-
ums including oil and watercolor paintings, ceramics 
and pottery, sculptures, and photography. 

Performing artists took the stage set up by OKC 
Backup throughout all three days of the event and 
played into the night. The first act was the OCCC 
Student Jazz Ensemble. 

The climax of Sunday night was the Oklahoma 
City Philharmonic Orchestra, followed by a spec-
tacular fireworks display. 

At the volunteer gathering the night before the fes-
tival began, Director of Cultural Programs Lemuel 
Bardeguez said, “We are looking forward to the 34th 
rendition of Arts Festival Oklahoma on the campus 
of Oklahoma City Community College. We’ve been 
here for many, many years. 

“Every year the festival gets better, and this year we 
are featuring over 150 visual artists, 15 food vendors, 
and over 200 performing artists, all in the weekend. 
It’s going to be another great one.” 

Arts Festival Oklahoma 2012 another success

Lawrense Greech puts finishing touches on  
Avery’s face painting in the children’s arts and 
crafts tent at Arts Festival Oklahoma, Sept. 
2. The children’s tent offered bead necklace 
making, face painting, pottery decorating, 
painting and a big sand box for kids to play in 
and build sandcastles. The childrens’ activities 
were free.

The OCCC Student Jazz Ensemble performs 
the Nora Jones hit “Turn Me On” at Arts Festival 
Oklahoma. The ensemble, led by Music Professor 
Michael Boyle features Stefanie Cox on vocals, 
Nikola Gjorcevski on drums, Miguel Correa on the 
saxophone, Zach Lebo on bass guitar, Jared Bross 
on guitar and vocalist Nicole Pearce. 

Photos by Chris James/Pioneer

Artist Bill Williams describes some of the techniques 
behind the creation of his paintings to a small group at 
Arts Festival Oklahoma.
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SPORTS UPCOMING
INTRAMURALS

EVENTSsPORTs | Proceeds to benefit 
student scholarships

Runners 
needed 
for Life 
saver 
event
BrAndOn WiLLiS
Sports Writer
sportswriter@occc.edu

The 4th annual Life Saver 
5K and 1-Mile Fun Run will 
be taking place Saturday, Oct. 
6, on campus.  

Nursing Program Director 
Deborah Myers, who created 
the 5K and 1-Mile Fun Run, 
said she is glad the event has 
become what it is today. 

“I am a runner,” Myers said. 
“It is a great way to increase 
scholarships, 

“Last year we had around 
400 participants and this year 
we are hoping for 500.” 

This will be the fourth year 
for the Life Saver 5K and 1-Mile 
Fun Run which was created not 
only to help with fitness in the 
community but it also benefits 
student scholarships for the 
OCCC Nursing and Physical 
Therapy Assistant program. 

Registration and packet 
pick-up will begin at 6:45 a.m. 
in the lobby of  the Health 
Professions building. 

The 1-Mile Fun Run will 
begin promptly at 8 a.m. and 
the 5K will begin at 8:30 a.m. 

There will be many other 
activities going on while the 
event takes place including a 
photo booth, entertainment, 
drawing for prizes, face paint-
ing by a professional artist, 
pre- and post-run massages, 
and much more, Myers said. 

The Life Saver 5K and 1-Mile 
Fun Run will help produce 
scholarships for nursing and 
physical therapist assistant 
students, she said.

Oct. 6: Lifesaver 5K and 1-Mile 
Fun Run begins on the main 
campus at 8 a.m. For more in-
formation, call Deborah Myers 
at 405-682-1611, ext. 7138.

Oct. 13: OK Senior Games 
Swim Meet begins. The pool 
will be open to the public during 
the meet. For more information, 
call the Wellness Center at 405-
682-1611, ext. 7310.

Oct. 26 through Oct. 28: Ches-
apeake Halloween Invitational 
begins. The pool will be closed 
to the public. For more informa-
tion, call the Wellness Center at 
405-682-1611, ext. 7310.

Nov. 3 through Nov. 5: Okla-
homa Baptist University Swim 
Meet begins. The pool will be 
closed to the public. For more 
information, call the Wellness 
Center at 405-682-1611, ext. 
7310.

Nov. 10 through Nov. 12: 
Westmoore Jaguar High School 
Invitational Swim Meet begins. 
The pool will be closed to the 
public. For more information, 
call the Wellness Center at 405-
682-1611, ext. 7310.

All event news is due 
monday by 5 p.m. for 

inclusion in the next issue 
email 

sportswriter@occc.edu.

Have sports news 
you want to share?
 Email Brandon at:

sportswriter@occc.edu, 
or call 405-682-1611, 

ext. 7676

Physical therapy assistant major Tom Cychner dunks a basketball while playing 
in the OCCC gym between classes Aug. 30. The gym is open Monday through 
Friday from 6 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Dunkin’ time

Chris James/Pioneer

Myers  s a id 
both the nurs-
ing and physical 
therapy assistant 
programs have 
had success over 
the years. 

According to 
occc.edu 88 percent of students 
admitted to the program have 
graduated with an associate 

degree. 
For registration online go to 

www.signmeup.com/83261 or 
go to www.occc.edu/lifesaver. 

For information on 
the Life Saver 5K and 
1-Mile Fun Run, call 
682-1611, ext. 7138.

“ i am a runner and it is a great way to increase 
scholarships. last year we had around 400 par-
ticipants and this year we are hoping for 500.”

—dEborah MyErS

nurSing PrograM dirEctor

Follow us for instant 
news and updates!

www.twitter.com/
OCCCPioneer

www.facebook.com/
OCCCPioneer



PIONEER | OCCC.EDU/PIONEER SEPTEMBER 7, 2012 • 9

Recycle: Kiosks located around campus offer rewards
Continued from page 1

a login. 
Users are prompted by an 

electronic touch screen and 
have the option to either sign 
in or sign up. To sign up, us-
ers must take a card from the 
machine, scan it and input 
their personal information. 

Then, users can begin scanning 
recyclables, depositing them 
and earning points. 

To keep up with points they 
have earned, users can print 
a receipt at the end of their 
transaction or log in with their 
email and password at the 
greenopolis website. 

Besides earning points and 

coupons, Teel said, the Ma-
chines also have additional 
benefits other than just sup-
porting the environment.

“The Dream Machine recy-
cling initiative also provides 
funding to the Entrepreneur-
ship Bootcamp for Veterans 
with Disabilities, a national 
program offering free, experi-

ential training in entrepreneur-
ship and small business man-
agement to post-9/11 veterans 
with disabilities,” she said. 

“The more people recycle 
bottles and cans in a Dream 
Machine kiosk, the more sup-
port PepsiCo can provide EBV 
for career training, education 
and job creation.”

Plastic bottles will generally 
reward users with about five 
points each, making it easy to 
come up with 100 points in 
no time. 

To sign up, visit one of the 
Dream Machine kiosks located 
in the College Union by Car-
son’s or the Main Building by 
the OCCC Coffee Shop. 

E-books: Electronic book versions great for traveling
Continued from page 1

• Ebsco e-books, which Lemon said, are more 
supplemental type materials for classes. 

To access these books, Lemon said, go to the 
school’s library page at www.occc.edu/library and 
select e-books.

“For the Overdrive one, you just click in there and 
do a title search on the left side,” she said. 

“If you click advanced, it will let you search by 
author or publisher house. If you have a Kindle, you 
can click Kindle book and hit search, and it will show 
you all the available Kindle e-books.”

Lemon said before users can check out books on 
devices such as the iPhone, iPad, and Android, they 
much first download an Overdrive app. 

Although it may seem confusing at first, Lemon 
said, help is provided on the homepage.

“If you click where it says library help guide, there’s 
an Overdrive and audio e-books guide and it will 
give you the step by step directions as well as how 

to download it to your phone,” she said.
Once downloaded, users can check out up to three 

books by signing in with the same information used 
with MineOnline and student email, and the book 
will be added to their device. Users can check out 
books for either seven or 14 days. When time is up, 
the file will automatically disappear.

Lemon said e-books are especially good for those 
who are always on the go.

“If you are going to get your tires rotated or oil 
changed, you can read it while you wait,” Lemon said. 

“It’s also convenient when you go on trips if you are 
someone who usually takes a lot of books with you.”

Although the service has been offered for more 
than a year now, Lemon said it is mainly faculty who 
currently use the service.

“We try really hard to push it that we 
have [e-books],” Lemon said. “I think if 
students knew more about it, they would 
be more excited.”

Business major Brian Reynolds said he 

has heard about the e-books before but wasn’t sure 
what they were.

“I remember someone talking about them in my 
English class once but wasn’t sure how they worked,” 
Reynolds said. 

“I think it would be a great way to kill some time 
before class during my long breaks.”

www.occc.edu/pioneer

Don’t be left in the dark.
Follow us for instant news and updates!

www.twitter.com/
OCCCPioneer
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CAMPUS COMMUNITY CAMPUS
HIGHLIGHTS

meditation time encouraged
COmmuNITY | Library offers area for reflection

 
College Poets and Writers meeting

Students interested in writing should be-
come part of the College Poets and Writers 
group. The first meeting will be held from noon 
to 12:50 p.m. Monday, Sept. 10, in room 1X5 
of the Main Building. Free food and drinks will 
be provided. For more information, contact 
cverschage@occc.edu.

brown bag luncheon
Student Life will be hosting an a brown bag 

luncheon to promote a wider understanding 
of cultural diversity in the military from 12:30 
to 1:30 p.m. on Sept. 11, in College Union 1. 
Students are encouraged to bring a lunch and 
come gain a better understanding of today’s 
multicultural military.

strengthsQuest
Student Life will be hosting the first in-

stallment of the StrengthsQuest series from 
noon to 1 p.m., Sept. 12, in room 2N0 of the 
Main Building. Students can take the Clifton’s 
StrengthsFinder Assessment to discover their 
personal strengths. For more information, 
contact Student Life at 682-1611, ext. 7523.

Pell disbursement dates
Pell disbursement dates for the fall semes-

ter are Sept. 14, Oct. 5, Oct. 19, Nov. 2, Nov. 
16 and Dec. 7. For a full listing of loan dis-
bursement dates, visit www.occc.edu/financi-
alaid/dates. 

Career exploration workshop 
The Student Employment and Career Ser-

vices department will be hosting a workshop 
on how to choose the best college major for 
your career. The workshop will be from 12:30 
to 1 p.m., Sept. 20, in the Student Employ-
ment and Career Services offices in room 
1G7 of the Main Building.

 All highlights are due monday by noon 
for inclusion in the next issue. 

Email your event to 
communitywriter@occc.edu 

or drop by the Pioneer office located at 
Ah Entry 2 in room 1F2. 

Student Life student employee Ali Nixon opens the new meditation room 
located on the first floor of the Keith Leftwich Memorial Library,  Aug. 30. The 
room is available for all students wanting a place for prayer or quiet reflection. 

JErEMY CLOUd
Community Writer
c om mu n it y w r i te r @
occc.edu

Students now have 
a dedicated space on 
campus where they can 
pray, meditate, reflect, 
or simply be quiet and 
center themselves, said 
Student Life Director 
Erin Logan.

The new facility, the 
Student Meditation 
Room, opened Aug. 
30 in the Keith Left-
wich Memorial Library, 
Room 101.

Logan said she was 
approached by several 
students over the sum-
mer to put in place a fa-
cility where they could 
pray or go to reflect on 
the day. 

“We discovered a 
need for some of our 
students who pray a cer-
tain number of times a 
day, or need a space to 
go where they can do 
some personal reflec-
tions. 

“And we didn’t have a 
place dedicated to that,” 
Logan said. 

“After research, and 
looking to find what space would be the best we 
made a proposal.”

Logan says the space is designed to be as multi-
functional as possible, and should be able to accom-
modate all types and styles of prayer and medita-
tion for both individuals and small groups.

“We’ll have a place to keep bags, eight to ten 
chairs that can be moved around, a dry erase board, 
a small table that’s movable, floor lamps instead of 
overhead lighting; so it can be from the most re-
laxed to the most conservative safe space.”

Logan said the Meditation Room will be available 
during library hours, and will be open to use at all 
times during those hours.

“It’s not a reservable space. When you go in, you 
flip the sign on the door to say ‘occupied’ and then 
when you leave, you flip it back again so it’s open for 
whoever wants to use it.”

And no extra funding was needed to create the 
meditation room, Logan said. Although some of 

the religious clubs on campus offered to help with 
funding the project, Student Life was able to real-
locate the necessary resources.

“We had furniture already in surplus. We had 
stuff left over from other events that we could put 
towards the room, instead of going out and spend-
ing money. It’s all just taking what we have to make 
it work.”

Logan said she hopes the open nature of the room 
will not produce any negative responses. 

“We’re hoping the accepting nature of the stu-
dents who are asking for this resource will rub off 
on those that may be a little judgmental.” 

Logan said the students who have requested the 
Meditation Room are working towards a policy of 
acceptance. 

“They want it to be for everybody. They want to 
get to know more about other religions and other 
cultures and ethnicities on our campus.

“The purpose of this room is not just for religion. 
It’s not to put religion above anything else. We want 

all students to have a safe place to go and reflect.”
Logan said she’s working to incorporate cultural 

education into the events her department hosts this 
semester, to “get the dialogue going, so some of the 
tensions can be released.”

“People [should] understand, we’re not asking for 
tolerance, we’re asking for acceptance. We want ev-
erybody to feel safe. We want this to be a home, for 
people to be themselves.” 

For more information, stop by Student Life’s of-
fices in the Main Building, or visit the Meditation 
Room in Library Room 101. 

For more information about cultural programs, 
go to www.occc.edu/studentlife.

Chris James/Pioneer



Pioneer classified advertising is 
free to all enrolled OCCC stu-
dents and employees for any 
personal classified ad. Ad appli-
cations must be submitted with 
IDs supplied by 5 p.m. Fridays 
prior to the next publication 
date. For more information, 
call the Ad Manager at 405-682-
1611, ext. 7674, or e-mail ad-
man@occc.edu.
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CLASSIFIEDS THIS WEEK’S 
PIONEER PUZZLE

CLASSIFIED ads are 
free to ALL 

OCCC students and 
employees

adman@occc.edu

$32 per week will buy your 
business this space, 

getting your advertisement message to 
thousands of potential customers.

Call 405-682-1611, ext. 7674, 
or e-mail: adman@occc.edu

bAbY ITEms FOR sALE: 
Fisher Price infant to toddler 
blue baby rocker w/ activity 
bar, barely used: $20. Slightly 
used clean Jumperoo with ac-
cessories: $50. Bright Starts 
baby activity gym, new: $15. 
wickitiwack@yahoo.com.

FOR sALE: Limited edition 
wakeboard, still packaged: 
$100; new, limited edition 
Jim Beam bean bag/cornhole 
toss game, $100. 405-818-
0083.

musT sELL: 1995 Vulcan 
750  motorcycle. (needs carb 
repair and more) $1,000. 
(Includes  parts bikes.) Text 
405-532-6262 for more infor-
mation. 

ROOmmATE WANTED: 
Would split rent. Looking to 
rent in OKC area. Must be at 
least 21. Call: 405-474-8454.

LOOKINg FOR RIDE: Need 
ride from Norman to OCCC. 
Legally blind student. Will pay 
for gasoline. Classes Mon-
day, Wednesday, Friday 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Call: 405-598-
5052 or 405-395-2779.

MORE BANG-FOR- 
YOUR-AD BUCKS

Complement your 
print advertising with 
an online ad and reach 
3,000 more potential 
customers each week. 

Contact
adman@occc.edu 

405-682-1611, ext. 7674

FOR sALE: 2010 Dodge 
Ram 1500 pickup. 14,000 
miles, city miles only. Silver 
color. Tinted rear window. 
Clean. Like new. Tags cur-
rent. Email claudette-robert-
son@occc.edu.

FOR sALE: American Re-
alities Vol. 1 history textbook. 
Slightly used. $50. Text Rob-
ert at 405-248-8849.

ROOmmATE WANTED: 
Looking for a roommate to 
share SW OKC apartment. 
Rent $350. Walk-in closet. 
Ready to move in now. Call: 
405-922-0022.
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 GOT nEWS?
Share it with the world! 

Call 405-682-1611, 
ext. 7657 or email 
editor@occc.edu

Have something to say? Drop off 
letters to the editor at 1F2 in the AH 

area or email to editor@occc.edu 


