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Jaimi Cullen dances center stage with the Tulsa Ballet II in OCCC’s Bruce Owen
Theater April 17. The Tulsa Ballet II visit was part of the Cultural Arts Series this
semester. See story on page 9.
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commencement
ceremony will be held at
7:30 p.m. Friday, May 11,
in the Cox Convention
Center, located near
Reno and Robinson in
downtown in Oklahoma
City.
According to a letter sent by the Records
and Graduation office, graduates should
arrive no later than 6:30 p.m. in the west
hallway, Exhibit Room E, of the arena area
to form the commencement processional.
Convention Center parking and surrounding area parking is available at a cost of approximately $6 and up.
Caps and gowns are required at commencement and are available in the student
bookstore for $33 plus tax through 5 p.m. May
13, said Bookstore Director Brenda Reinke.

“That is if we
still have some
in supply, and
they come in all
different sizes.”
Reinke said the
bookstore also
is selling tassels
and frames for
diplomas.
The letter,
sent to all graduates, gives instructions for appropriate dress
that suggests men wear dark slacks, a dress
shirt and dress shoes while women are asked
to wear a dress with dark shoes.
Graduation Services Director Barbara
Gowdy said students have up until the day
of graduation to apply for graduation but she
would prefer they apply sooner.
She said name cards will be on tables outside the robing room. Name cards are vital as
it is the card students will hand to the reader
See GRADS page 6

eed a quick fix of cash to help pay
for gas or your books for the summer semester? OCCC book buyback will
be May 7 through 12 and again on May 14.
Bookstore Director Brenda Reinke said
students are encouraged to bring their
books to the OCCC student bookstore
from the spring semester.
“Don’t hold your books,” Reinke said.
“The older books get, the less value they
have.
“Students can get cash on the spot. They
don’t get that when they sell online.”
Reinke said she hopes students will take
advantage of the opportunity to sell back
their books.
“It keeps used books on campus for other
students,” she said.
“Bring in all of the books associated
with that subject,” she said. “For example,
English Comp I has two books. Bring both.
“Also, it’s important to know that profits from sales at this bookstore stay on
campus.”
Students can take their textbooks to the
window located to the left of the bookstore’s
entrance, Reinke said.
“The lines are short. I doubt that students
have had to wait in line for more than four
or five minutes.”
Reinke said the bookstore reserves the
right to determine which titles will be purchased and that prices may vary by subject.
“Let us make the decision about the
condition of the books,” she said.
“Even if they are highlighted, bring
them in.
She said this also is a good time for
students who have rented books to return
them so they aren’t charged extra.
“(Those) students don’t need to wait until
the end of semester,” Reinke said.
“Students will incur a $25 fee if a rented
book is not returned on time.”
Textbook buyback will be 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Monday, May 7 ; 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday
through Thursday, May 8 through 10; 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, May 11; 9 a.m.to
noon Saturday, May 12; and 8 a.m. to 8
p.m. Monday, May 14.
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OPINION

BALLIARD BILL
Must … not
… blink!

EDITORIAL | Editors have opposing viewpoints on posthumous awards

Awarding degrees to deceased wrong
Posthumous degree: a piece of paper announcing to
the world that a student got within a single semester
of graduation, and was stopped
only by dying.
Adding insult to injury is an
old phrase and one that aptly describes the posthumous degree.
The injury, of course, is the
loss of a loved one, but the degree is just flat insulting.
It’s insulting to the family and
not just because the school will
only award one after a lengthy
JEREMY
process.
CLOUD
It’s insulting because this is
a life tool, being awarded to a
deceased person. And it’s not truly a degree, but a
sort of “certificate” that shows the deceased almost
made it.
It’s insulting to the deceased.

They put in years of work to obtain this tool to make
life better or to make a better life for their loved ones.
After they die, their recognition comes in the form
of a tool that can’t help anyone.
Finally, it’s insulting to the students walking across
the stage.
Yes, a person has died. It’s tragic. But graduation is
a celebration of life and looking forward.
To hand an equivalent of that same hard-earned
degree to someone who has died in the name of
honoring the past demeans the degree held by other
graduates.
Recognition should be offered, but it should be
recognition that actually means something.
Perhaps a letter from the president offering condolences, and commending the student. Maybe a plaque
from the faculty in the student’s degree program,
signed by all, and noting some outstanding quality
of the student.
Or, how about a minute of silence during gradua-

Posthumous degree policy right, fair
On April 2, the President’s Cabinet adopted Policy
No. 5078 — that is, the awarding of a posthumous
degree to the family of a student who has died before
completing an associate degree.
The policy declares such
degrees are “unearned, nonacademic degrees recognizing
the meritorious but incomplete
earned work of a deceased
student.”
The adoption of such a policy
shows that OCCC truly does
care for its students beyond
monthly payments made to the
Bursar’s office.
WHITNEY
When a student enters colKNIGHT
lege, graduating from that
institution becomes the final
goal in a long, winding maze of trials and obstacles.
You pull all-nighters to finish that term paper you
forgot about, shell out pennies at the student store

P IONEER

to buy a new binder and study textbooks until your
eyes blur. College becomes your life.
Sadly, sometimes that life gets taken away before
you can reach the finish line.
Without such a policy in place, all the hard work
a student put into his or her college career would be
in vain. All the money spent, all the hours invested,
would be for nothing.
However, now family members can commemorate
their loved one’s hard work with the very degree they
worked so hard to obtain.
Sure, to an outsider, the degree might seem pretty
worthless. It won’t help anyone get a job anywhere,
nor will it ever grace the papers of a résumé. The
deceased will never get any use out of it.
But to the family who watched the departed pour
his or her blood, sweat and tears into a degree they
were never able to finish, the sentimental value is
priceless.
—Whitney Knight
Online Editor

When are you
gonna tell him
it’s a statue?

Jeremy Cloud

tion ceremonies, announced over the PA system in
honor of a student who passed too soon?
But perhaps none of these are offered for the
simplest of reasons: it’s just less expensive for all
concerned to give out certificates of incompletion,
labeled as degrees, to honor those deceased who put
time and money into their school.
—Jeremy Cloud
Editor

Comments? Opinions?
Let us know!
email Jeremy Cloud at
editor@occc.edu, call
405-682-1611, ext. 7675
or drop by 1F2 AH
Let your voice be
heard!
Does your club have an
exciting event or meeting coming up?
If so, call Robert Bolton at
405-682-1611, ext. 7410,
or email communitywriter@occc.edu.
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COMMENTS AND REVIEWS
RESTAURANT REVIEW | Easy-to-read menu, great variety makes restaurant a favorite

Dot Wo serves up ample plates
Dot Wo was established in 1989
serving Chinese cuisine at two
metro locations.
I chose the one neatly tucked in
the corner of Chatenay Square, at
the corner of SW 104th and Penn,
a short drive from campus with
fast service.
I was warmly greeted and
promptly seated. Across the room,
on the large flat screen, I caught a
breaking story on Fox. Apparently
a 20-year-woman had attacked a
Red Lobster waitress, yep, breaking
news, at least for Fox.
The menu is an easy read with
plenty of lunch options to fit nicely
into a student’s budget. I decided to
try the four season green bean with
chicken. It consisted of stir fried
chicken, whole green beans, mushrooms, noodles with soy sauce &
an excellent blend of spices. The
specials come with a choice of the
‘soup of the day’ which is either egg
drop or hot-and-sour.
I opted for a favorite of mine,

A: No location on OCCC’s campus is a designated shelter — but there are “safer areas” on
the campus that are identified by a green sign.
Of those, the safest area could be considered
the Horseshoe Area.
—Lisa Teel
Director of Emergency Planning
hot-and-sour. I had just turned on
my iPad when the waitress arrived,
took my order and in a snap, returned with the soup and a package
of saltine crackers. The soup was
lacking the ‘hot’ I had anticipated.
There was a small tidbit of chopped
green onion hiding in the bowl.
I was surprised by the amount
of food on the platter. It was a
generous portion full of seasoned
green beans, stir fried chicken, an
egg roll, steamed rice and two crab
rangoon. The beans were crisp,
with a good blend of seasonings.
The chicken had a nice texture and

the rice was spot on. There was
enough left over for two to have a
light dinner.
All in all, a great place to sit down
and enjoy the quality of service.
There’s a nice ambiance in the
well decorated restaurant, great
for meetings or lunch with friends.
There is ample seating to accommodate more than 100 patrons.
I will definitely be returning to
this friendly restaurant and recommend it to all of my friends.
Rating: A
—Yvonne Alex
Staff Writer

GAME REVIEW | ‘Mists of Pandaria’ beta gets top rating

Once released, ‘Mists’ is sure to WoW
I recently got an invitation to
the “World of Warcraft: Mists
of Pandaria Beta,” and it wasn’t
nearly as “kiddy” or “girly” as a
lot of people were trying to make
it out to be. There is far too much
alcohol involved for this to be a
Disney movie.
The starting area does feel like
what people think ancient China
looked like, and there is a fair
amount of mysticism involved, as
well as monks. Monks are everywhere in the starting zone. Not
only are the monks players, but also
they are the computer-controlled
characters — the characters you
had to fight. Almost everything
involved in the starting area involves monks.
The quests involve food, thieves,
weapons, fighting, training and
four elemental spirits.
Getting anything done with the
collection is painful, as there are
about 500 people in any new area

Q: What is the safest area on campus in case
of a tornado emergency?

at any given time, or what feels like
it. That causes a bit of a problem
sometimes, as the more players
there are in any given area, the
higher the rate at which the server
creates creatures.
Given that, the number of players now is quite a bit higher than it
was say, three months into the new
expansion once released. The rate
will go down by what seems like
three-fourths of current, and will
seem like a crawl at times.
Generally, the quests aren’t too
terribly difficult as long as they
involve killing monsters for quest
items, though one or two of them
take a while per spawn, and a lot
of people won’t quest up for you.
I suggest ambushing them with
invites so they are either going to
join up with you for the quest, or
distracted by screens popping up.
I suggest asking for groups before slinging invites at them. Most
of the quests aren’t that bad though.

The only problem I’ve come
across so far are groups of reeds you
need to collect. I could only find
one that actually worked, and had
to sit and wait for it to re-appear
eight times. I’m not too concerned
with the issues in gameplay, as beta
testing is used for testing purposes.
Everything will be better by the
time the game is for sale.
Questing aside, the game is really
fun from the start of the area, but
I was unable to get much further
than that due to various reasons.
Overall, if you were expecting
the game to be more like “Kung
Fu Panda,” you probably won’t be
too disappointed, though I noticed
more of “Mulan” in there — with
less singing, of course.
I want them to hurry up and
put in pet combat. “Pokemon” in
my “World of Warcraft”? Hell yes.
Rating: A+
—Robert Bolton
Community Writer

Q: Do the Testing Center’s hours change
during the summer semester?
A: The Testing Center is closed on Saturdays
during the summer — which is every Saturday
between May 19 and Aug. 11.
—Jim Ellis
Director of Testing and Assessment
Q.:What is the last day for students to enroll
in summer classes?
A.: Students can enroll for the summer semester up to two days after the semester begins
which would be June 5.
—Records Office
Q.:When will the college be repairing the
scrolling message sign on the billboard at SW
77th and May? What is the expected cost?
A: It will cost OCCC $20,000 to rebuild the
sign with new LED segments. OCCC attempted
to fix the sign, but the technology was outdated.
it will be repaired in two to three months.
—Paula Gower
Marketing and Public Relations
Director
Q:When will OCCC replace the new restroom
signs that are missing a required apostrophe?
They read MENS RESTROOM and WOMENS
RESTROOM. How much will it cost?
A: We developed a project for campus signage. The campus project signage had certain
specifications and review processes. The review
process of how the signs were to be developed,
where they are to be placed, what they are to
say — all of those things have been reviewed.
The issue with the [apostrophes] on the restroom was not addressed in the printing of those
inserts. So it was an oversight on the part of the
contractor which they are making corrections
to and they will change out those inserts when
they are received from their provider at no cost.
—J.B Messer
Director of Facilities Management
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IMAGE THEATER COMES TO GENERAL DINING ROOM MAY 3

Acting students plan to make audience squirm
CAMERON RAMSEY
News Writing Student
Family squabbles. Knock-down drag-out fights. Even pillow talk in the bedroom.
These are the types of images drama students will portray at 11 a.m. Thursday,
May 3, when the Acting One class gives a live demonstration on the fundamentals
of Image Theater in the general dining area of the College Union.
Acting students are going to create images for the audience to observe. Afterward the audience is encouraged to join the performers in discussing the images
and how they make them feel and think.
Image Theater is a technique of using the body to give a visual representation
of abstract ideas and situations, said Brent Noel, Acting One professor.
It’s a kind of street theater where the actors are working to make the audience squirm, as if they are witnessing a private scene of family discord or racial
prejudice.
To a certain extent the images that the students are creating for the audience
are planned out before the demonstration.
“We have the basic idea of what we’re doing,” said Blake Gonzalez, Acting
One student.
“There’s not a written script that we follow, but we do have an idea.”
Students will create their own scenes about real life occurrences that often are
hidden in everyday life.
The class has been working on many images to prepare for the upcoming
performance. Students have already created their own scenes of how they see

“

We have the basic idea of what we’re doing.There’s
not a written script that we follow, but we have an
idea.”
—Blake Gonzalez
Acting One Student

the typical American family in the home.
One student creates the scene, then the class goes on to discuss which person
is a certain member of the family. Each class member gives his or her thoughts
on what the family is doing.
The class is hoping to get this same kind of participation from the audience
during their live demonstration.
“We’re trying to make the audience uncomfortable,” Gonzalez said.
Students want to make the audience members feel awkward and out of place
by creating unexpected images.
“It’s to try and show the people that these situations are happening in real life,”
said Devin Oku, Acting One student.
There is no set number of images that will be created and discussed by the class.
“It depends on audience participation. If there is a lot of participation, which
is our goal, we may only be able to get a few images done,” Noel said.
The demonstration is free to the public and participation is greatly encouraged.
The class wants spectators to not only watch, but also actively respond and
question the images portrayed.

FUNDING SHORTAGE PROMPTS DISCUSSION

Tuition increase on the horizon, OCCC regents say
EMILY MAYES
News Writing Student
A decline in enrollment combined
with no increase in state funding may
result in a tuition increase for OCCC
students during the upcoming school
year, according to the budget plan
outlined during the OCCC Board of
Regents meeting April 16.
John Boyd, vice president of Business
and Finance, said a tuition increase
of $2 to $4 per credit hour could help
meet budget needs. The current cost of
tuition and fees is $95 per credit hour
for resident students.
A modest tuition increase would
help offset the loss in tuition due to
an expected decrease in enrollment,
Boyd said. He told regents the decline
in enrollment could be anywhere from
3 to 5 percent during the next year.
A possible decrease in state funding,
or a stand-still budget, is also a consideration in the possible tuition increase.
“As we move forward in fiscal year
2013, we probably will not receive
additional funding from the state and
other funding will likely remain flat,”
Boyd said.
Paul Sechrist, OCCC president, said

“

We’ve had a pretty stable budget the last few years,
as a result, we’ve been able to have minimal tuition
increases.”

the need for a tuition increase also is
influenced by the cost increases of the
services the college provides for students and staff.
Sechrist said to maintain services
such as wireless internet for students,
health care for employees and other
basic services, unfortunately a tuition
increase may be necessary.
Sechrist said OCCC has had to increase tuition the past few years to help
maintain the budget and meet rising
costs with the exception of one year
when tuition remained flat.
“We’ve had a pretty stable budget
the last few years,” Sechrist said. “As a
result, we’ve been able to have minimal
tuition increases.”
Sechrist said that one third of OCCC
funding comes from student tuition
and fees while about half comes from
state funding.
The college’s current Education and
General Operating Budget is about

—John Boyd
Vice President of Business and Finance

$60 million.
Sechrist said The Leadership Council,
a representative student body comprised of members from each student
club, has recognized the need to
maintain the college’s funding by supporting a 5 percent increase in tuition,
if necessary.
Regent Chair Ben Brown said the
board always gives careful consideration to any tuition increase or other
rate increase
that affects
students.
“When it
comes to tuition increases, it’s a very
difficult vote
every time,”
Brown said.
Despite the
difficult decision, Brown

said the Board of Regents will do what’s
necessary to maintain the level and
quality of education for the students
of OCCC.
In addition to the tuition increase,
students may also see an increase in
the student activity fee.
The current activity fee of $5.15 per
credit has not been increased since
2004.
An increase $1 could be seen during
the next school year, making the fee
$6.15 per credit hour.
Should the college regents approve a
tuition increase, it would still require
approval from the State Regents for
Higher Education before going into
effect.
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STUDENTS RECEIVE RECOGNITION FROM COLLEGE

124 awards given at annual student ceremony
ALEXIS FILIPPO
News Writing Student
Proud family members, hardworking faculty and
deserving students filled the general dining area
for the 36th Annual Student Awards Ceremony on
April 20.
Nearly every seat was taken as guests gathered to
honor more than a hundred students for their academic and community achievements.
Awards were given out in seven categories including Student Organization Awards, Civic Honors,
Student English Essay, Academic Awards, Certificates of Achievement, and the President’s Award for
Excellence.
The students were recognized for their achievements as they walked across the stage to accept their
certificates and other acknowledgements.
Marion Paden, one of the night’s emcees, began by
offering a round of applause to thank friends, families
and teachers for their support of the students.
“It really is a family event isn’t it?” Paden said.
“Being able to spend time and be successful in class
and in the college community really relies on a lot
of support. It also relies a lot on encouragement by
the faculty and staff.”
Award winners Maria Torres and Li Yang both
agreed that it was their family and instructors that
had been their biggest inspirations.
Torres won the Outstanding Accounting Student
Award given by the Oklahoma Society of CPAs.
“My father always encouraged us to stay in school,”
Torres said.

“He grew up in Mexico and didn’t
graduate so inspiring us to stay in school
was very important to him.”
During her time at OCCC Torres
juggled work, school and taking care of
her 2-year-old son. This fall she plans
to attend the University of Oklahoma
to pursue her bachelor’s degree in accounting. After that she hopes to earn
a master’s degree.
Yang took home a President’s Award
for Excellence, one of the top honors.
The pre-engineering major credited
her husband and teachers.
“My husband gave me support to learn
anything I liked,” she said. “All three instructors in the engineering department
were very helpful.”
Yang said the encouragement allowed
her to pursue her academic dreams.
She said at the age of 16, she taught
herself how to speak English while living
Chris James/Pioneer
in China. After meeting her husband,
Accounting
major,
Maria
Torres,
holds
her
son Miguel while
who was teaching English there, she
Accounting
Professors
Kayla
Fessler
and
Myra
Decker present
eventually came to the U.S.
the
2012
Outstanding
Accounting
Student
award
to Torres on
Yang said she grew up in a poor and
April 22 in the Main Dining area of the student union. Fessler
corrupt part of China.
said she was the one who nominated Torres.
“Learning was my way out of there,”
she said. “That’s why I love learning; it’s
a way of survival.”
The event concluded with a reception after the
Yang will be transferring to OU this summer. She too ceremony, complete with a photographer to take
plans on attending graduate school after completing pictures of the award-winners with their families
her bachelor’s degree. Her goal is to earn a doctorate. and professors.

Award winners
President’s Award for
Excellence
Arts and Humanities:
Elizabeth Blackledge, Lori
Colbalt, Emily Schorr.
Business: Satah El-Fouly,
Michael Southerland, Kelly
Stone, Brenda Warren.
Health Professions:
Ashley Milam.
Information Technology: Robert Chandler.
Science and Mathmatics: Ethan Burchett, Li Yang,
Cae Nguyen.
Social Sciences: Samantha Laydon, Kenneth Meador.

Certificates of
Achievement
Arts and Humantities:
Casey R. Akard, Kaitlyn Burton, Jodi Butler, Sara Caldwell,
Benjamin Canizales, Elaine

Cleveland, Jeremy Cloud,
Cybele Hsu, Cheryl McGuire,
Scott Michael, Akash Patel,
Megan Riggs.
Business: Autum Bui,
Pamela Fields, Jennifer Kirk,
Daniel Pemberton, Young Sin,
Angela Smith, Brenda Warren,
Eric Williams.
Health Professions: Kaci
Ford, Tre Kramer, Sarah Okeh,
Michael Strauss.
Information Technology: Elham Aghillou, Barry
Bosnyak, Kevin Dixon, Eric
Espinoza, Amber Hayes, Ami
Hicks, Kristopher Higgins,
Jens-Karl Jentoft, Edward McMichael, Thai Nguyen, Teena
Richardson, Justin Rodgers,
Joyce Stiehler, Matthew Sullivan.
Science and Mathematics: Ethan Burchett, Anh
Dang, Shams El Din El-Fouly,

Kandi Evans, Kyle Gregory, Chad Hughes, Mounir
Karmada, Anh Lam, Leila
Ndomche Kondo, Kongyan
Nicely, Brittney Linster, Alina
Loranet, Preston Wood, Sheila
Sawisza.

Student Organization
Awards
Advocates of Peace:
Jorge Krzyzaniak.
Black Student Association: LaNeisha Smith.
College Democrats:
Angela Guiterrez.
College Replubicans:
Zachary Sumner.
Engineering Club:
Heather Abushehada.
The Gamer Guild: Michael Wormley.
Gay Straight Alliance:
Nicole McKiel.
H.O.P.E.: Filoteo Gomez-

Martinez.
International Student
Association: Hakan Olasmis.
Kappa Beta Delta: Mary
Newcome-Hatch.
Multicultural Student
Business Club: Elsa Tehouambou.
Native American Student Association: Nicole
McKiel.
Nursing Student Association: Gregory Shepard.
Oklahoma Biotechnology Association: Isis Palomino.
Psychology Club: John
Gutierrez.
Student Emergency
Medical Technology: James
Pearson.
Students in Free Enterprise: Christabel Aryeequaye.
Civic Honors Awards:

Elisee Jionang Dapen, Jennifer
Bobo, Lauri Fitzpatrick, Kendra Hines, Jane Karanja, Leslie
Kellogg, Daniel Kochler, Kenneth Meador, Valerie Mobley,
Jason Morton, Erin Pickering,
Lisa Preble, Celia Scott, Joyce
Stiehler, Elsa Tehouambou.

Academic Awards
Recognition of Honors:
Elizabeth Blackledge, Elisee
Jionang Dapeu, Alina Lorant,
Erin Peden, Emily Schorr,
Kimberly Taylor, Elsa Tehouambou, Jaden Walker.
Outstanding Accounting Student: Maria G.
Torres.

Certificate of
Appreciation
Pioneer Award: Sarah
Hussain.
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FROM ORDERING GOWNS TO FINDING PARKING, PLANS NEED TO BE MADE

Oklahoma Senator Tom Cole to speak at graduation
JEREMY CLOUD
Editor
editor@occc.edu

lege on a number of
issues,” Sechrist said.
“We always pick
... a speaker who
has ties to the college and the state of
Oklahoma,” he said.
“We are are a statesupported community college and so
it’s always nice to
have speakers who
have an interest in
the college, either
as part of our state
or part of our com-

A good commencement speaker is an important part of graduation, said Paul Sechrist,
OCCC president.
Oklahoma State Sen.
Tom Cole, will be the
keynote commencement
speaker at the May 11
graduation this year.
Sen. Tom Cole
Sechrist said, among
other reasons, Cole was
chosen because of his academic back- munity.”
ground.
Sechrist said he takes the choice of
Cole holds a doctorate in history commencement speaker very serifrom the University of Oklahoma with ously — and not only because he wants
a master’s from Yale, Sechrist said.
to gives graduating students the best
In addition, he said, Cole also has experience possible.
the distinction of being the only Na“It’s one of the decisions I actually
tive American currently serving in get to make.
Congress.
“The president chooses the com“[He] works very hard for this area, mencement speaker.
and has been very helpful to the col“Now certainly, I consult with the

“

board (and) I consult with the
President’s cabinet but in the end,
it’s a decision I get to make on
my own. I extend the invitation
to our commencement speaker.”
Sechrist said commencement
speakers are always chosen from
outside the college.
“… In some ways, having
an outside speaker gives our
students the chance to interact with
someone other than faculty,” he said.
Sechrist said it’s also a chance for
the faculty to enjoy different speakers.
“For our students, this is their only
commencement, but faculty will have
several. So it’s nice to have a little variety.”
When choosing a speaker, Sechrist
said, he first thinks about those who
are willing to speak and who also are
willing to waive any speaking fees, since
commencement speakers at OCCC are
traditionally not compensated.
“… There’s no cost to the college to
have the commencement speakers we
provide to students,” Sechrist said.

We are a state-supported
college so it’s always nice to
have speakers who have an
interest in the college … .”
—Paul Sechrist
OCCC President

“But we’ve had no trouble getting
leading individuals like Senator Cole
to speak at commencement.”
Sechrist said he also looks for speakers students can relate to and will find
interesting.
“Certainly, when you get to the nuts
and bolts of it, we look for someone
who has a reputation for being a good
speaker, for being a good commencement speaker if possible, and someone
we think can deliver a message students
definitely relate to,” he said.
Sechrist said there are many advantages in having an outside speaker but
one is foremost in his mind.
“We think, ‘What’s one last lesson we
can offer our students?’”

The 2012 Commencement will be held at 7:30 p.m. May 11 at Cox
Convention Center. Those attending can find ample parking at the
venue or nearby. Convention Center parking and surrounding area
parking is available at a cost of approximately $6 and up. The Cox
Convention Center website at www.coxconventioncenter.com/default.
asp?cox=23 has directions to the center, shows available parking in
the area and helpful other information.

CONGRATULATIONS
OCCC GRADS!

Grads: Commencement
ceremony set for May 11
Continued from page 1
before they walk across the stage to
receive their diploma.
Candid Color Photography will be
the official photographer for the 2011
Commencement Ceremony, she said.
Those wanting to view and order
graduation photos can go online to
www.okcpartypics.com. There is no
obligation to purchase a photograph.
Students who have graduationrelated questions or who need ac-

commodations due to a disability,
including sign language interpretation, can contact Silvia Youngblood
at 682-1611, ext. 7470, in the Graduation Services office.
Cox Convention Center is located
at 1 Myriad Gardens in downtown
Oklahoma City, near Reno and
Robinson.
For more information, contact
Gowdy at 405-682-7528, or bgowdy@
occc.edu or visit the college’s website
at www.occc.edu.
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Graduates prepare for May 11 commencement
The following students have applied for May graduation. Diplomas
will be granted after credentials are
completed and degree requirements
are met.

ASSOCIATE IN ARTS
Andrea Acuna, Tessa Adams, Narges Afzoud, Brenda Aiken, Shulawn
Akanmu, Casey Akard, Kelsey Akin,
Melanny Alpizar-Cordova, Ana Alvarez, Jennifer Armstrong, Mariah
Ashbacher, Cailyn Atkinson, Elona
Autaubo, Gabriela Baeza, Randi Baker,
Rosa Barringer, Jason Bass, Bryttani
Bay, Ashley Bayne, Morgan Beard,
Laycee Beavers, Susanna Berryman,
Trisha Bizier, Elizabeth Blackledge,
Demetria Bonds, Chelsea Bowman,
Nathan Braudrick, Channing Bray,
Mary Brennfoerder, Alycia Brown,
Shayla Brown, Shaunte Bryant, Ethan
Bullock, Anna Burge, Randi Burris and
Summer Byram.
Davina Caddell, Scott Cash, Eetoi
Casiano, Carla Casillas, Jacob Chambers, Lana Clark, Stephen Clay, Elaine
Cleveland, Brett Cline, Lori Colbart,
Stefanie Collins, Bryan Compton,
Christopher Conklin, Devante Cope,
Deavon Coppock, Daniel Cox, Brandon
Culver, Roy Curry, Annie Dang, Talisa
Davis, Kristie Day, Teresita De La Cruz,
Daniel De Leon, Jose DeLoera, Tristina
Demartra, Kristy Dhungel, Victoria
Dick, Krystal Dinh, Kristi Dixon, Matt
Eagan, LaDonna Elliston, Jonathon
Emery, Nadia Enchassi, Nancy Estrada,
Courtney Evans, Saleta Ezell, Jeffrey
Fannon, Miguel Figueroa Flores, Emily Finley, Gay Finley and Andrew
Frederick.
Eric Gamino, Cecilia Garcia, Heather Garrison, David Gattis, Emily Germany, Lauren Geurin, Coty Goetzinger,
Christopher Graver, John Gutierrez,
Sara Hagan, Miles Hamper, Taylor
Hancock, Christopher Hanna, Jonathon Harkess, Jeremy Harris, Gregory
Harrison, McKinsey Hastings, Joshua
Henderson, Patricia Hernandez, Steven
Hernandez, Flora Hicks, Kyleigh Huffman, Curtis Hughes, Shea Hunteman,
Timothy Jackson, Savannah Janway,
Carmeshia Jefferson, Chazten Jenkins,
Patrick Jordan, Shelby Kanaly, Kaitlyn
Karaffa, Brandon Keck, Jessica Kemp,
Andrea Kern, Robert Kilway, Michael
Knapp, Alyssa Lafferre, Stephanie
Lanzo, Bethany Leiter, Antwan Leon
and Makiko Lewis.
Joseph Mabrey, Kelsey Malicott,
Corbin Massengale, Jennifer Massey,
Mary McAtee, Lailani McBryde, Rachel
McCathern, Johnathon McCormick,
Courtney McCracken, Billie McDaniel,
Moriah McKenzie, Charissa McKinzie,
Kenneth Meador, Kalie Meyer, Scott
Michael, Heather Miehls, Mercedes
Miley, Jeff Montague, John Moon,
Christopher Murphy, Emilie Mweyola,
James Myers, Christopher Nettey, Summer Newman, Owolabi Ogunlende,
David Oku, Shari Ostroff, Lisa Parish, Sunyoung Park, Candice Parker,
Hannah Parmelee, Ashley Paterson,
Kara Patzkie, Erin Peden, Francisco
Perez, Jatoi Pollard, Christopher Powers, Gabriel Pranter, Ramey Price and
Cindy Pyle.
David Ramsey, Michael Ratcliff,
Kevin Rauch, Birat Raut, Kathryn
Rawdon, Kaitlin Redman, Nathan
Redman, Erin Richardson, Samantha

Rodrigues, Christina Rosebery, Shavonda Ross, Michael Rowch, Maria
Ruffin, Pamela Rupert, Tara Ryan,
Kenya Samuels, Karla Sanchez, Cynthia
Sapper, Racheal Schatz, Bryce Schmidt,
Emily Schorr, Katy Schreiber, Jonique
Scott, Michael Self, Steven Silver, Amy
Simmons, Amanda Smith, Kelly Stevens, Emily Stone, Shane Stone, Lyndsie
Stremlow, Angie Stubblefield, Joshua
Swain, Quincey Tanner, John Tastad,
Emily Taylor, William Terrazas, Emily
Thompson, Tamara Tillman, Maria
Trejo, Rachel Tullis, Jonathon Ussery,
Carolyn Vanaken, Bethany Vander
Schans, Merrie Vaughan, Emily Vice,
Diana Wallace, Patricia Walthall, Paige
Warren, Ryan Weldon, Alicia Whisler,
Dana Whitlock, Susan Wicke, Leslie
Williams, Ashley Wood, Jessica Wood,
Rhett Wood, Michael Wormley, Erin
Yeo, Mindy Young, Kyle Yount and
Ethan Zachary.

ASSOCIATE IN
APPLIED SCIENCE
Toyin Abiodun, Daniel Adame, Staci
Adams, Nime Aguru, Ashley Akers,
Stephanie Anderson, Daniel Andrews,
Katie Anthony, Brandy Archey, Denesa
Autrey, Chancey Babb, Megan Baxter,
Megan Beddo, Jessica Bell, Lacey
Benda, Charlene Bentley, Matthew
Bergey, Erin Berman, Kyoko Berry,
Tadd Bliss, Brandi Blue, Abelyen Blythe,
Paula Boatner, Carol Bohach, Donny
Bohanan, Mohammed Mazhar Bombaywala, Melinda Born, Katrina Borror,
Millicent Bowie, Melissa Brady, Sarah
Bridwell, Wendi Bridwell, David Brock,
Jessica Brown, Johnny Bruner, Patricia
Bryant and Cindy Buckley.
Debra Callicoat, Benjamin Canizales, June Castle, Woodrow Castleberry,
Martha Chacon, Oukham Chansombath, Kinsey Charles, Elaine Cheatham,
Ronald Ciancarelli, Contessa Clapper,
Steven Clayton, Rosalina Cobble, Jess
Cockerham, Brittany Condren, Christopher Conley, Brett Corlett, Lyndsay
Cox, Shae Cribbs, Ernest Critchfield,
Kathy Cummings, Brantley Cunningham, Dixie Cupp and John Curry.
Erin Dabney, Steve Damazo, Huy
Dang, Chad Daugherty, Jennifer Day,
Frances Deason, Janessa Dermer, Julie
Ditusa, Jamie Dodd, Heather Driscoll,
Courtney Dubois, Tabatha Dunn, Katie
Duong, Julie Duran, Ella Easterling,
Joshua Ernst, Vanessa Euwins, Josh
Evans, Kara Evans, Miranda Favela,
Aerial Ferguson, Rebecca Flanagan,
Garrett Fleming, Micheal Foli, Camille
Ford-Adkins, Kaci Ford, Lori Ford, Kyle
Frantzen, Arianne Freeman, Heather
Fry and Amber Fugazzi.
Kendra Gachathi, Anish George,
Gladdys George, Tiffany Gibson,
Nakia Gist, Cody Glueck, Leah Goff,
Latisha Gonzalez, Carol Goodwin,
Jennifer Goodwin, Ronny Gordon,
Zachary Green, Thomas Griffith,
Whitney Grimes, Stevie Guerrero, Jo
Gwee, Emmanuel Gyebi, Sara Hagan,
Joy Hagemann, Ann-Shannon Hail,
Jessica Hall, Ryan Halsted, Alisha
Harmon, Andria Harris, Anthony
Harris, Arlyssa Harris, Nicole Harris,
Angie Hattler, Brigette Hawthorne,
Julie Hedrick, David Henson, Lori
Higginbottom, Kristopher Higgins,
Brook Hightower, Brittani Hill, Glenda
Hill, Hailey Hill, Kendra Hines, Calvin
Hoang, Emily Hoffhines, Jeff Hopkins,
Joann Hopkins, Kaylee Horsch, Amy

Howard, Cybele Hsu, Holly Hudson,
Kristy Hudson, Tiffiney Hudspeth, Ellyn Hughes and Klaci Hunter.
Michael Isaac, Adam Jackson, Anna
Jacoby, Jens-Karl Jentoft, Idayat Jimoh,
Gregory Johnson, Mary Johnson,
Rachel Johnston, Scott Jones, Valerie
Jones, Jennifer Jordan, Chinyere Kalu,
Alex Kathilu, Jessica Keasling, Patrick
Kelley, Leslie Kellogg, Abby Ketchum,
Insook Kim, Jennifer Kirk, Carrie
Knightly, Lauren Kobernus, Catherine Kordeliski, Daniel Kozora, Nuru
Kpogba, Victoria Kurian, Emilie Laky,
Danielle Larabee, Melanie Laughlin,
Lamar Lawson, Brook Leland, Blaine
Lind, Shelby Linford, Kristina Logan,
Virginia Lomeli-Cruz, Tia Lovelace,
Brianna Lumpkin and Erica Lynn.
Jennifer Mahar, Autumn Mansfield,
Carlos Manzano, Michaela Marker,
Sloane Markwardt, Heather Martinez,
Mark Matznick, Caroline McKinley,
Shannon McCool, Shannon McDonald,
Kelly McGlynn, Christopher McKitrick, Alec Mehdizadeh, Benjamin
Melton, Krystal Miles, Jesse Miller,
Edwin Mitchell, Valerie Mobley, Daniel
Montalvo, Jerritt Moon, Crystal Moore,
Shanna Morey, Lonathan Morgan, Tina
Morris, Christopher Morrison, Henry
Morrow, Kristi Morrow, Chase Moxley,
Brea Murnan, Mary Murnan, Jeremy
Myers, Bassel Najjar, Stefanie Nees,
Bailey Nesbitt, Lan Nguyen, Luong
Nguyen, Nhi Nguyen, Tracy Nguyen,
Jennifer Nix, Stephanie Novotney,
Adam Nowlin, Regina Ober, Oluwatoyin Ojo, Sarah Okeh, Brandon Olheiser,
Crystal Orange, Anayeli Paez, Jonathan
Parks, Shawn Patterson, David Pemberton, Lucille Pham, Erin Pickering, Kacy
Pinnick, Tabitha Polson, Erin Poole and
Lisa Preble.
Jessica Ramirez, Tanya Rennie,
Christopher Rice, Kenny Richards,
Teena Richardson, Megan Riggs, Theresa Riley, Brandon Roberts, Tammy
Robertson, Clayton Robinson, Krystle
Roddy, Marina Rogers, Quincy Ross,
Heather Rosser, Jamie Rother, Stephanie Salas, Angela Sanor, Michaela
Scharlott, Megan Schoneberg, Celia
Scott, Cheriti Sellers, Gregory Shepherd, Jessica Shinabery, Carisa Shipe,
Jordyn Shrewsbury, Melanie Simpson,
Kyle Smailey, Gregory Smalley, Erin
Sockey, Manila Souriyathay, Robert
Spencer, Mary Stafford, Megan Stowers,
Michael Strauss, Matthew Sullivan and
Samuel Swihart.
Heather Tapp, Md Tariquzzaman,
Hailey Taylor, William Terrazas, Angela Tilley, Christine Timsah, Megan
Tipton, Austin Trent, Laura Trombley,
Sarah Vafadar, Dana Vara, Jimmy Varughese, Megan Varva, Regina Verdusco,
Bernadette Veshegho, Lynn Vu, Lucia
Walker, Traci Walls, Brenda Warren,
Matthew Warren, Daryn Wauters,
Brittny Webb, John Weber, Chavon
Wennersten, Jessica West, Maria West,
Julie White, Beverly Whitehead, Brennan Williams, Jordan Williams, Joshua
Williams, Lydia Williams, Haleigh Williamson, Ray Wilt, Derek Winchester,
Stephen Wood, Karen Woods, Connor
Wynne, Tasha York, Courtney Yuenger
and Brandi Zackery.

ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE
Aby Abraham, Sharon Adams, Lucia
Alguindigue, Aliraza Ali, Amanda Allen, Andrea Alvarez, Tenesha Alvarez,

Marilyn Anderson, Damaris Argueta,
Bradley Armstrong, Jennifer Arnett,
Alexander Ashby, Dwayne Ashlock,
Luis Avila, Sierra Ayres, Tucker Ballinger, Mahesh Banjara, Olivia Barber,
Justin Barrow, Alexandra Bass, Dillon
Bellamy, Robbyn Benn, Md Bhuiyan,
Niraj Bidari, Jordan Birdwell, Jessica Bixler-Sutton, Devin Blunck,
Malaka Boteju, David Bowsher, Kadee
Bramblett, Suzzanne Brandt, Darci
Bray, Heather Brooks, Janae’ Brown,
Rhyan Brown, Thomas Brown, William Brown, Michelle Bryan, Jasmine
Buchanan, Ethan Burchett, Randy
Burghart, Brittney Butler and Sanju
Byanjankar.
Shanon Caldwell, Monta Caley, Kristopher Campbell, Benjamin Canizales,
Michelle Caraway, Graciela Cardenas,
Angelica Cervantes, Rosa Chairez, Kyle
Christensen, Taylor Clark, Michael
Colbart, Maritza Colindres, Ryan
Conyac, Anissa Core, Ashley Couch,
Justin Cox, Deidria Crockam, Christa
Cunningtubby, Anh Dang, Lauren
Dankwa, Brittany Davison, Rebecka
Day, Heather Dellinger, Kyle Dellinger,
Danielle Despain, Sonam Dhungana,
Julianne Dieckman, Kevin Dill, Annette
Dillingham, Liam Dillow, Huyen Do,
Riley Dockray, Tulae Dudley, Cecelia
Dunbar and Alisha Duncan.
Athena Eggleston, Kehinde Ekundayo, Crystal Finley, Lauri Fitzpatrick,
Cherie Fleshman, Hilda Flores, Cynthia Garcia, Nathan Gardner, Howard
Gentry, Karen Gerner, Julie Giddens,
Levi Giles, Judith Gillen, Amanda
Giordano, Jessica Green, Kayona
Greer, Jonathan Grinnell, Steven Grissom, Joshua Grooms, James Guerrero,
Joshua Hacker, John Hall, Jessica Halley, Crystal Hand, Elizabeth Hanna,
Quaylana Harris, Jimmy Harrison,
John Hart, Melissa Haworth, Susan
Heinken, Areli Hernandez, Ami Hicks,
Amber Hill, Christopher Hillian, Brian
Hiney, Khanh Ho, Quy Hoang, Jeff
Hopkins, Kaylee Horsch, Sarah Huber,
Stephanie Huddleston, Jerran Huey,
Jennifer Hughes, Calet Hume and
Kristin Hutton.
Kody James, Erin Jarvis, Elisee Jionang, Dena Johnson, Brandy Johnston,
Gabriel Jones, Joshua Jones, Wesley
Jones, Krista Jordan, Kasey Justus,
Mounir Karmada, William Keller, Erin
Kidwell, Scott Kincaid, Daniel Koehler,
Shelby Kutej, Alyssa Lafferre, Rachelle
Lagunes, William Lawrence, Jason Lawson, Christopher Little, Virginia Lomeli-Cruz, Alina Lorant, Stratton Lujan,
Mai Ly, Dixie Macias, Josh MacKey,
Veronica Maldonado, Jacob Mangus,
Douglas Marcom, Darren Markwardt,
Amber Martinez, Sayra Martinez, Ashkan Massahi, Justin McCorkle, Kristen
McCumber, Ann McGehee, Chase
McInroe, Kasey McSwane, Christina
Medlin, Keven Mendoza, Launi Miller,
Joshua Milleson, Amie Montgomery,
Madison Moore, Barrett Morgan, Gayle
Morgan, Martrina Mosby, Leah Moser,
Kari Mullenix, Michael Murphy, Terry
Murphy and Kelly Myers.
Diana Nakimuli, Syed Naqvi, Katlyn
Nelson, Samantha Nelson, Jacqueline
Ngo, Nguyen Huong, Kayla Nguyen,
Lam Nguyen, Quangsangho Nguyen,
Brian Nixon, Tchoume Nkwinkwa,
Olymp Nola, Tomih Noley, Jennifer
O’Dell, Carey Odhiambo, Lorenzo Ontiveros, Jamie Paddock, Sajal Pant, Dam
Pham, Thu Phan, Jacob Pickle, Tracey
Powell, Rachel Ragsdale, Brianna

Reed, Jessica Reed, Erin Richardson,
Jeff Richardson, Laura Ridgway, Robert Rife, Emily Saavedra, Tyler Salas,
Ryan Selman, Katy Selzer, Sabrina
Setter, Aman Shrestha, Anu Shrestha,
Iliza Shrestha, Manisha Shrestha, Kayla
Snider, Karen Soto, Michael Southerland, Terry Southerland, Brittani
Stanfield, Joyce Stiehler, Kelly Stone,
Michael Strauss, Larry Streitmatter and
Michael Stuckert.
Becky Ta, Kayla Tagmir, Elizabeth
Taylor, Kimberly Taylor, Steven Taylor, Elsa Tchouambou, Duong Than,
Milan Thapa, Amber Theriault, Alissa
Thompson, Zachary Thompson, Amber
Tillman, Maria Torres, Alisa Trammell,
Diem Tran, Sherry Tran, Thin Tran,
Yanet Trejo, Prince Tsagli, Anshul
Vakharia, Carolyn Vanaken, Mary
Vance, Jimmy Varughese, Minh Vu
and Vu Vuong.
Brian Walker, Jonathan Wallace,
Kenny Watson, John Weber, Kacia
Wedel, Rebecca Wellendorf, Kelly
Whalen, Scott White, Whitney White,
Bethany Whitener, Jordan Wilkowski,
Bobby Williams, Eric Williams, Janese
Williams, Kevin Williams, Trent Williams, Cody Womack, April Wood,
Preston Wood, April Wooden, Renaldo
Woodson, Christina Wooten, Joshua
Wooten, Dallas Worth, Brian Wright,
Ruth Wuest, Holli Yanda, Jeong Yang
Yu, Crystal Young, Pamela Young,
Sheila Zawisza, Kim Zimmerman and
Guadalupe Zulker.

CERTIFICATE
OF MASTERY
Elham Aghillou, Twyla Akins, Jensen Atkinson, Denesa Autrey, Carmen
Baeza, Andrew Bailey, Jon Barnes,
Heather Baysinger, Kenyana Beard,
Jamie Benefield, Matthew Bergey, Paula
Boatner, Derric Bonner, Jeremy Bonsall,
Ashot Boymushakan, David Braucht,
Lauren Brown, Linda Brown, Zachary
Buckner, Barbara Cabral, Maria Cervantes, Cody Chaney, Grace Clawson,
Jess Cockerham, Brittany Condren,
Christopher Conley, Alicia Connett
and Adam Crawley.
Faith Day, Jacob Driscoll, Stetson
Edwards, Matthew Elliott, Pamela
Fields, Nathan Fisher, Brandon Florea,
Tanner Fowler, Kyle Frantzen, Lauren
Freie, Maddison Frizzell, Joshua Gallegos, Cody Glueck, Thomas Griffith,
Damaris Guerra, Cory Hawk, Jorie
Hemphill, Cody Hill, Karen Holliday,
Patrick Hyatt, Tory Johnson, Patricia
Keasling, Cassidy Keifer, Michael Little,
Heath Long, Lars Loven, Daniel Marmen, Matthew Marshall, Chris Martin,
Rocky Mazzone, Royce McMillion,
Robyn Mellow, Edwin Mitchell, Noel
Mohrmann.
Guy Nwanko, Hannah Palmero, Hannah Phillips, Joel Pickard, Nathan Post,
Nolan Powell, Nicole Prater, Meherzad
Rahimi, Shane Raines, Anthony Reeves,
Christopher Rice, Teena Richardson,
Amanda Rietz, Justin Rodgers, Alexander Rogers, Jennifer Schmidt, Trenton
Scrivner, Katy Sharber, Jessica Shinabery, Alexander Sleiman, Aaron Smith,
Angela Smith, Matthew Starnes, Roger
Stewart, Andre Stoll, Weston Storey,
Megan Stowers, Matthew Sullivan and
Joshua Swain.
Brenda Warren, Melissa Warren,
Neil White, Zachary Wilkey, Joshua
Williams, Tyler Wooten, Laryssa Yoder,
Tyler Young, Eve Zatarain Gonzalez.
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SPORTS

UPCOMING
INTRAMURALS
EVENTS

Press your luck

April 28: Chesapeake SwimMeet begins. For more information, call the Wellness Center at
405-682-1611, ext. 7310.
April 29: Paintball Tournament canceled. The Capture
the Flag Tournament has been
canceled. For more information, call the Wellness Center
at 405-682-1611, ext. 7310.
May 24: OCCC Mighty Mites TBall begins. For more information, call the Wellness Center at
405-682-1611, ext. 7310.
May 29: 2012 Swim Lessons
begin. For more information,
call the Wellness Center at
405-682-1611, ext. 7310.
May 29: Fit Kids Camp begins.
For more information, call the
Wellness Center at 405-6821611, ext. 7310.

Chris James/Pioneer

Davis Tra, avionics major, hits the weight bench in the Wellness Center. The weight room is free for use by
students, faculty and staff from 6 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays.

All event news is due
Monday by 5 p.m. for
inclusion in the next issue.
Email
sportswriter@occc.edu.

SPORTS | Soccer team ends season 1-1-1

Season closer ends with surprise tie game
NATHAN HARKINS
News Writing Student
Determination and teamwork
helped the OCCC soccer team snag
a 5-5 tie despite being shorthanded
against the Southwestern Oklahoma
State University Bulldogs on April 22
in Oklahoma City.
OCCC’s team was put at a disadvantage to start the game, playing
with only eight players who showed
up for the game.
Player-coach K.B. Yeboah said the
team’s strategy had to change because
of being shorthanded.
“When you are down players, everybody plays everywhere,” Yeboah
said. “Everybody plays spaces, not
positions.”
After holding up strong early in the
game, the OCCC defense eventually
cracked, giving up two goals to the
Bulldogs. As the game looked to be
getting out of hand, a ninth player for
OCCC showed up and jolted life into

“

I was able to keep us in the game, until our offense
was able to get on the board.”

the team.
Lambe Modeba got a chance on an
attack, getting the goalie one-on-one,
and easily knocked the ball past the
goalie to make the score 1-2. After he
released the ball, Modeba ripped off
his shirt and ran around in celebration.
“I was so pumped and I knew it was
going in right as I got him one-onone,” Modeba said.
Goalie and Team Captain David
Dykes made multiple saves in the final minutes of the first half to keep
the score the same going into halftime.
At halftime, the fatigue of the team
showed, but OCCC still had hopes of
getting a tie or a win.
OCCC started the second half with

—David Dykes
OCCC Soccer Team Captain

a quick chance at a goal, but couldn’t
capitalize. Then after a foul was called
on OCCC in the box, the Bulldogs
were awarded a free kick.
A SWOSU player easily knocked
the ball in, and pushed the score to
1-3. The Bulldogs then scored another goal quickly after, making the
score 1-4.
All the momentum seemed to be on
the side of the Bulldogs, and things
didn’t look good for OCCC.
Just as the game looked lost, the
team got another quick chance at a
goal, and Roberto Parado scored,
pulling OCCC within two points.
That one goal ignited OCCC and
Yeboah quickly scored two goals to
tie the score at 4-4.
The momentum was swapped to

OCCC’s side, and with a few minutes
left, the team looked as if they would
at least capture a tie. But then after
Dykes again made multiple saves, he
eventually had one get past him, and
SWOSU led 5-4.
OCCC seemed determined not to
let this effort go to waste though.
Modeba received a pass from Yeboah who shot the ball into the back of
the net, tying the game with minutes
left. The game ended shortly after,
with a score of 5-5.
Dykes attributed the good effort to
everyone keeping focus through the
whole game despite being down two
players.
Dykes ended the game with double
digit saves, helping his team get the
tie.
“I was able to keep us in the game,
until our offense was able to get on
the board,” Dykes said.
The game was the last of OCCC’s
season, and the team finished the year
with a record of 1-1-1.
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PROFESSIONAL DANCERS ENTERTAIN AUDIENCE THROUGH FOUR PIECES

Tulsa Ballet II troupe performs at OCCC theater

MEREDITH HUDSON
News Writing Student
From the thrilling performance of
“Don Quixote” to a subtle, graceful
“Romeo and Juliet,” the Tulsa Ballet II
had it all as they performed in the Bruce
Owen Theater on April 17.
Tuesday night’s performance was
upbeat yet peaceful at the same time.
The ballet company brought 14 young
professional dancers who performed
four different pieces, “Don Quixote
Suite,” “Blue Velvet,” “Romeo and Juliet,”
and “Folia.” Each offered something
different to the audience.
The twirling skirts of the ladies and
strong, bull fighting men were intrigu-

ing to watch in “Don Quixote” as the
costumes attracted the audience’s eye.
Women attired in red and orange patterned skirts and men dressed in tight
knee breeches and black cape-like blazers created quite a spectacle.
In contrast to the high energy of
“Don Quixote,” “Romeo and Juliet”
provided a softer touch to the program.
The young girl and boy, who meet and
fall passionately in love, end the performance with a romantic kiss.
“Blue Velvet” was performed by a
quartet of female dancers who incorporated neo-classical choreography into
a modern piece. It was a light-hearted
dance that flowed with their elaborate
black-and-white dresses.

Finally, Tulsa Ballet II ended with a
piece called “Folia” that was actually
choreographed to be used to celebrate
Tulsa Ballet’s 50th Anniversary. The
complicated performance required
five couples.
The music started out very slowly
with a Renaissance sound. Throughout the piece it picked up with a more
vibrant feel that turned into a modern
dance. The whole performance made
great use of leaps, turns, pirouettes
and more.
Tulsa Ballet II is a essentially a link
between the Tulsa Ballet of professional dancers and those aspiring young
dancers who are making their way to
the professional level, according to

the Tulsa Ballet II Dance Diversified
program.
The Tulsa Ballet School is a professional company that teaches young
men and women technique and skills
to make them more talented dancers,
according to the informational biography in the pamphlet.
They are a professional program,
which means they pay the dancers and
offer them different performances to
participate in throughout their time
there.
Carlton Thompson, a freshman at
OCCC, said he enjoyed the show.
“I appreciated the uniqueness of ‘Blue
Velvet’ and the elegance of all the colors
and the art form.”

Dance company hosts educational workshop
LEBO SEJAKE
News Writing Student
The Tulsa Ballet II dancers had the audience in
pin-drop silence as viewers feasted their eyes to the
graceful yet complex dance moves that the performers illustrated during their 50-minute workshop on
Tuesday, April 17, in OCCC’S Bruce Owen Theater.
The pre-professional division of the Tulsa Ballet,
called Tulsa Ballet II, provided an education program
about the evolution of ballet, as well as the goals and
mission of the company. The group performed on
campus that evening.
About 30 people attended the workshop, mostly
aspiring dancers and dance teachers.
The dance company boasts a number of talented
and extensively trained dancers in its pre-professional
division, said Stacey Jenkins, director of education
and outreach for the Tulsa Ballet II Company.
The dancers included Jaimi Cullen from Rochester,
N.Y., who started dancing when she was only 4 years

old. Cullen said it is hard to break into the dancing
industry because the field is highly competitive.
Her friend and colleague, Andrew Silks from New
Mexico, added that it all depends on what the director wants.
“Sometimes the director wants a certain look, height
or color of hair, which makes auditioning even more
challenging,” Silks said.
The two friends were in high spirits that day, saying they both had received contracts to dance with
the Tulsa Ballet’s professional dancers.
Cullen said that is a great leap in their career.
Tulsa Ballet II has dancers from all over the U.S.
such as Kyota Nomura and Tony Lee, who both hail
from Los Angeles. They are currently residing in
Tulsa because of their love for dance, said Lee, who
has been a dancer since he was a young boy.
They have both been with the company since 2010.
They got their big break when they were handpicked
out of hundreds of other talented dancers who auditioned for those spots.

“Two hundred fifty people auditioned last year
and only five spaces were open,” Jenkins said. “That
is how stiff the competition is.”
The program called “Journey through Dance” offered a narrative about the evolution of dance that
incorporated illustrations performed by the dancers.
“I think the dancers did such a great job,” said one
audience member Sarah Gray.
The Tulsa Ballet was founded by husband and wife
Roman Jasinski and Moscelyne Larkin, along with
musician Rosalie Talbott, in 1956, Jenkins said.
It is a first-rate dance company that tours all over
the world. Its offspring, Tulsa Ballet II, is currently
doing its regional spring tour, which is the first tour
outside of Tulsa.
Education program coordinator Colleen Lahti said
the company also offers dance classes to schools in
Tulsa and would love to expand beyond those borders.
For further information on tours and booking
inquiries, please contact Colleen Lahti at colleen.
lahti@tulsaballet.org, or at 918-749-6030, ext. 278.

Purse theft, Aquatic Center injuries reported on campus
SARAH HUSSAIN
Senior Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu
A theft and injuries topped incident reports the
week of April 9.
At 3:34 p.m. April 13, student Amanda Nelson
reported to the OCCC police department that her
purse had been stolen out of her vehicle.
According to a report filed by campus Police Officer Gordon Nelson, the victim informed him that
the passenger door window of her 2004 Chevrolet
pickup had been broken out.

The responding officer advised Nelson to contact
the Oklahoma City Police Department to file a report
with them. Attempts to contact her were unsuccessful.
A number of pool deck accidents occurred recently
as well.
At 6:50 p.m. April 11, Aquatic Center lifeguards
reported a possible fractured arm.
According to a report filed by Sgt. Kevin Tipton,
a minor whose name was not released, was exiting
the locker room when he slipped on the pool deck
and lost his balance.
The child’s father Darwin Matthew transported him
to Baptist Integris Hospital before college officials

arrived on the scene.
According to the report, Tipton contacted Matthew
and was told the child suffered compound fractures
in both bones of his left wrist.
At 12:25 p.m. on April 13, security officer Tim
Densmore responded to a call of a head injury at
the pool deck.
The person injured, a minor whose name was not
released, had been jumping near the dive well when
he slipped and fell. The report shows EMSA was called
to the scene; however, the child was not transported
to a hospital and later returned to the swim meet he
was attending.
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CAMPUS COMMUNITY

CAMPUS
HIGHLIGHTS

Blood drive on campus

Christians on Campus Bible Study
Christians on Campus will host a Bible
study Monday, April 30, from noon to 12:45
p.m. and Tuesday, May 1, from 12:30 to 1:15
p.m. in room 2P7. The group will review the
Letter to the Romans. Snacks will be provided. For more information, contact James
Kennedy at 405-314-7739.
Graduate Pinning Ceremony
There will be a graduation pinning ceremony and reception from 4 to 6 p.m. Monday,
April 30, in CU1, 2 and 3. Everyone planning
to graduate this spring semester is invited to
receive a pin.
Brown Bag: Finals Prep
Student Life will host a Brown Bag event
Tuesday, May 1, from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in
CU1. The discussion will be “Finals Prep.”
Bring a lunch. For more information, contact
Student Life at 405-682-7523.

Chris James/Pioneer

Deanna Davis, pre-dental major and student ambassador, rehydrates while donating blood April
19, at the “Take Me to Your Bleeder” blood drive, an event sponsored by the Gamer Guild to raise
donor awareness and help promote the Gamer Guild.
COMMUNITY | Learning support specialist offers advice on coping

How to handle finals and stress
MARY MCATEE
Staff Writer
staffwriter2@occc.edu

“

The end of the semester is just around the
corner, and the end of the academic year
comes hand-in-hand with final tests, and
test-related stress.
Learning Support Specialist Mary Turner said
taking control of study habits and learning how to
manage time helps students lower their stress levels.
“I would encourage students to sit down and look
at what they need to accomplish between now and
May 11,” Turner said. “Work backward over those
three weeks, so students have a clear expectation of
where their time is going to go.”
Turner said the anxiety of meeting deadlines can
be due to a fear of failure.
“Sometimes what holds people back is the fear
of facing that deadline, either the fear of not being
perfect or not being as good as they like,” Turner said.
However, Turner said, it’s sometimes necessary to
settle for less-than-perfect.
“We’re at the point in the semester where good
enough is good enough,” Turner said.
“You just have to take on that realistic attitude.
“Realistically, if I’m not strong in English, or if I’m
not strong in math, the idea that I have to have an A

You just have to take on that realistic
attitude.”
—Mary Turner
Learning Support Specialist

in that class can really hurt more than help.”
Turner says recognizing ones own limits and
prioritizing what they do well at is important to
maintaining calm and assuring they excel in what
they are good at.
“Be willing to take that C, sometimes even taking
the D,” Turner said.
“If it gets you through the class, if it moves you
forward -- we just need to be realistic about what
we’re able to do, especially now that we’re
past the drop deadline for the 16-week
classes.
“We just have to sit down and decide,
‘Okay, I’m going to sacrifice some of my
grade here, because I have a good chance
of doing very well in this class,’ and we
prioritize.”
For more information on how to
manage stress during finals week or about
future Brown Bag events, call Student
Support Services at 405-682-7520 or
attend a Brown Bag lunch for more tips.

Service Day: Space Day
Student Life will sponsor a service day at
the Science Museum of Oklahoma Friday,
May 4, from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Everyone
planning to attend should meet in Student
Life. For more information, contact Student
Life at 405-682-7523.
Gamer Guild: End of the Year Event
The Gamer Guild will host its end of the
year event Friday, May 4, from 1 to 5 p.m. in
CU1, 2 and 3.
All Highlights are due
Monday by noon
for inclusion in the next issue.
Email your event to
communitywriter@occc.edu.

Do you have news you wish
to share?
Email Robert at
communitywriter@occc.edu

or call 405-682-1611, ext.
7676.
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CLASSIFIEDS

THIS WEEK’S
PIONEER PUZZLE

Pioneer classified advertising
is free to all enrolled OCCC
students and employees for
any personal classified ad.
Ad applications must be
submitted with IDs supplied
by 5 p.m. Mondays prior to
the publication date. For more
information, call the Ad Manager
at 405-682-1611, ext. 7674,
or e-mail adman@occc.edu.

THE HUNT

Come by to see us & find
your new home today.
3016 SW 89th Street
OKC,OK 73159
405-691-4585
Email us at:
thehunt@leinbach.com
Apply online at:
www.leinbach.com
1&2 bedrooms available
*Ask about our student
discounts*

GAMES FOR SALE:
Just
Dance,
Tiger
Woods PGA Tour 10, Wii
Sports Resort, and Zumba Fitness games for
Nintendo Wii. Games in
great condition with original cases and instruction booklets included.
$15 each or best offer.
Sales go towards caring for a special needs
leopard gecko. Email
whitney.k.knight@email.
occc.edu for info.
CLASSIFIED ADS ARE

FREE TO STUDENTS
AND OCCC EMPLOYEES.
CONTACT
adman@occc.edu.
Or call:

405-682-1611
ext 7674

SELL YOUR BOOKS
with a free ad in the
PIONEER. Email
adman@occc.edu

WORK AROUND YOUR SCHOOL SCHEDULE
OKC apartment complex seeks student for
p/t assistance with management duties.
Leasing and accounts receivable/payable are
among the duties. Must have organizational
skills and the ability to multi-task. Knowledge of
accounting, real estate, marketing, contracts,
and law helpful, but not required. Must have
reliable transportation. Flexible hours. Hourly
pay as well as reimbursement for cell phone
and gas.
CALL: 405-692-5584.
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TRiO helps students GRADUATE from OCCC
and TRANSFER to earn a Bachelor’s degree.
M–F, 8–5 in MB 1T7 (by the Bursar’s Office) www.occc.edu/trio
Now accepting applications for Summer and Fall 2012

MORE BANG FOR
YOUR AD BUCKS.
Complement your
print advertising with
an online ad and reach
3.000 more potential
customers each week.
There are several
options to choose from.
Contact Cynthia at
adman@occc.edu
or call
405-682-1611 ext 7674
	
  

Follow us on Facebook
and join the discussion.
Go to: pioneer2010.
occc.edu/ and click on
facebook.

Don’t wait until it’s too late
to revive your business.
Advertise now!
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CHILDREN’S ANNUAL ART SHOW DRAWS A CROWD

Emily, 5, poses with a painting
she created of herself and her
best friend Avery. Emily also
created a popsicle stick figure of
herself and a wooden house. All
were on display at the Family and
Community Education Center’s
annual art show.
Photo Contribution/Kitty Burton

Child center showcases its young artists
WHITNEY KNIGHT
Online Editor
onlineeditor@occc.edu

A

Chris, 4, said he was proud of the blue pickup truck
he drew. “I’m an artist,” he said. “Artists paint and
draw. I liked the art show.”
Lisa Hurtt, mother of Trey, 5, was first in line to
see her son’s art.
“He loves art,” she said. “He was very excited to
have his art featured here.”
She said she didn’t know if her son would grow up
to be a professional artist, but she hopes he won’t lose
his appreciation for art as he grows older.
Trey’s grandmother Linda Hurtt also arrived early
to see her grandson’s work on display.
“I think it’s fabulous that they do things like this,”
Hurtt said. “It’s interesting to see what the kids do.”
Jerry Steward, executive vice president said he
enjoyed viewing the children’s art.

smiling pink face with wide blue eyes, bushy
green eyebrows and a wide, yellow-toothed
grin greeted visitors to the Family and Community
Education Center as they arrived for the annual
children’s art show April 23.
The show, which featured art from almost 100
children currently enrolled in the FACE center’s child
development program, is held every year for National
Week of the Young Child, said Lab Supervisor Lee
Ann Townsend.
Townsend said the center’s children, who range in
age from 9 months to 5 years, each created at least
two pieces specifically for the art show.
Some used glitter and pompons to make
their masterpieces, while others preferred
more traditional mediums of paint and
crayons.
“The kids love it,” Townsend said. “We
always have a pretty good turnout.”
The show also featured a silent auction, allowing parents and community members to
bid on their favorite works of art while raising
money for school activity funds.
However, one artist felt her piece should
have been offered for a flat price instead.
Chris James/Pioneer
“I drew a picture with paint,” said Alex, 5.
Above: An art show, held April 23 at OCCC’s Child
“It should sell for $10.”
Development Center and Lab School, featured various
Alex said she also enjoyed looking at the works of their students.
drawings her classmates created.
“I saw Kate’s,” she said, raising her fingers
Right: Melissa Dyer, OCCC Cooperative Alliance
Programs coordinator, admires her daughter’s artwork.
in excitement. “It was pretty like flowers.”

“It is delightful to see the creativity in people so
young,” Steward said. “It’s a testament not only to
the creativity of the young people, but the quality of
the staff here.”
For more information about the Child Development Center and Lab School, contact Lee Ann
Townsend at 405-682-1611, ext. 7423, or email
ltownsend@occc.edu.

Chris James/Pioneer

