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EDITORIAL

OPINION, p. 2

Staff Writer Christy 
Johnson says she 
would like to see 
mutual respect on 
OCCC’s campus. 
Read her thoughts 
inside.

RESPECT IS 
A TWO-WAY 
STREET

To comment on 
stories, or to access 
the latest news, 
features, multimedia, 
online exclusives and 
updates, visit 
occc.edu/pioneer.

CAMPUS LIFE

NEWS p. 7

From places to recycle 
to reasons it’s great 
for Mother Earth, 
everyone can do their 
part to keep the planet 
clean. Find out more 
about the recycling 
process. 

RECYCLING 
GOOD FOR 
EVERYONE

RECREATION

SPORTS, p. 8 

OCCC’s intramural 
basketball tournament 
ends with a surprise 
champ ion .  Read 
more about that day’s 
events and who else 
placed during the 
tournament.

INTRAMURAL 
BASKETBALL 
TOURNEY 

PIONEER ONLINE

CAMPUS LIFE

COMMUNITY, p. 10

Students from a  
Russian university 
and OCCC will meet  
April 20 via Skype. 
Find out how you 
can be involved. 

MULTI 
CULTURAL 
CONFERENCE

Biodegradable 
containers one 
step closer
The Leadership Council 
gives OK to new food service 
containers but with stipulations

See RECYCLE page 9

YVONNE ALEX
News Writing Student

The Leadership Council passed a resolu-
tion advocating the use of eco-friendly 

takeaway boxes in the college cafeteria at its 
meeting March 10. The vote was 17-4. 

Research by a member of the Engineering 
Club led to a last-minute amendment to the 
resolution. 

“I will make a motion to approve, but with 
an amendment,” said Chris Camacho, vice 
president of the Engineering Club. 

“Based on research, if recycled packaging 
isn’t put in a biodegradable landfill, it will 
not decompose. 

“We need to ensure that our recycled pack-
aging goes to a recycling facility with the ca-
pability of handling these types of products.”  

At this time, all waste products from 
OCCC’s food service area go to the Oklahoma 
City landfill.

The Leadership Council is the college’s 
equivalent of student council. It is comprised 
of representatives from each college club, plus 
several at-large members.

TLC has worked for more than a year and 
a half researching ways around the use of 
non-biodegradable Styrofoam to-go boxes 
at the college.

Until biodegradable products are used, 
some TLC members recommend that cus-
tomers ask to have their food served on plates 
that can be washed and reused. 

Jorge Krzyzaniak, with Advocates of Peace, 
said biodegradable packaging offers a number 
of benefits.

“In production it’s treated very differently, 
so it’s not like Styrofoam,” he said. 

Kenneth Meador, with the College Demo-
crats, concurred.

“Jorge has a good point,” Meador said. “The 
biodegradable products are bamboo and 
sugar cane so the production of those materi-

Yasmin shirali/Pioneer

Firefighters Trey Hiershe, Brian Hauk and Mike Nettleton train at the Aquatic 
Center. The pool is used by many in the community. Visit www.occc.edu/rcs for 
more information. 

Indoor training

Bearfoot to take stage April 12
LAURA HULS
News Writing Student

Award-winning Blue-
grass band Bearfoot 

will perform at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, April 12, in OCCC’s 
Bruce Owen Theater in 
the last CAS performance 
of the season, said Lemuel 
Bardeguez, director of Cul-
tural Arts.

The  band is comprised 
of Angela Oudean, fiddle; 
Jason Norris, mandolin; 
Nora Jane Struthers, vocals; 
P.J. George, multiple instru-
ments; and Todd Grebe, 
vocals. 

Bearfoot won its first 
award in 2001 as the Tellu-
ride Bluegrass Band Cham-

pions just two years after 
forming the band.  Other 
winners of this competition 
include Nickel Creek and 
the Dixie Chicks, according 
to Bearfoot’s website.

Bardeguez said the band 
is originally from Alaska. 
Ten years and four albums 
later, Bearfoot is now based 
out of Nashville, Tenn. 

This band is so unique, 
they have been  labeled  a 
new genre, NewGrass, Bar-
deguez said. 

“They are kind of a mod-
ern bluegrass, infusing their 
own kind of brand,” Bardeg-
uez said. “The instrumentals 
are a little unusual but it is 
traditional bluegrass.

“It is a whole  bunch of 
young kids, not much older 
than students here.”   

Tickets prices are $12.50 
for students and chil-
dren, $19.50 for senior 
citizens, OCCC faculty and 
staff members, and OCCC 
Alumni Association mem-
bers. General admission is 
$24.50.   

For more information, 
contact the Cultural Arts 
office at culturalprograms@
occc.edu, or call 405-682-
7279.

BLUEGRASS BAND WILL BE LAST PERFORMERS OF THE SEASON



Respect should go both ways

mark Parisi/offthemark.com

EDITORIAL | Writer argues people in positions of power should not look down upon students

YOUR VOICE | Student says she needs more than high-calorie junk food in the evenings

Reader says coffee shop offers little food during night  

I’ve been in this world a long time and lived in 
some of the worst places imaginable. I am currently 
in college at a wonderful school with wonderful 
people and it amazes me how a few bad apples can 
really spoil the barrel. Some people are disrespectful 
just because they can be. 

OCCC has a campus full of nice, respectful pro-
fessors and employees. In my 
experience at least 99 percent 
of the staff that I have met and 
have worked with are respectful 
to others. It is the one percent I 
have a big problem with. 

I was recently almost mowed 
down in the parking lot by a 
person who works at OCCC. 
Fortunately I had the right of 
way and it was the employee 
that was speeding in the park-
ing area. After almost hitting 
my car, she had the nerve not 
only to honk her horn at me but 
laid on it and said some things 

I’m glad I couldn’t make out because the situation 
could have gotten out of control. 

I never confronted her directly, yet it still makes 
me angry every time I see her around campus. She 
smiles and chats away with her co-workers as if she 
is truly happy and respectful. She sees me daily but 
has never apologized.

I also witnessed a professor yelling at a student in 
an office full of students. At the time I did not know 
the professor very well but I was shocked and ap-
palled at how she acted with disrespect to the student 
and others around him. 

The young man was so embarrassed I couldn’t 
help but feel horrible about what he had just gone 
through. I was even more appalled when I discovered 
I had the professor the following semester. I almost 
didn’t take the class because I could still remember 
that day the professor was foaming at the mouth and 
yelled at this kid. 

I was having a conversation with a person as we 
were walking down the hall, heading outside due to 
a fire, or shooter-on-campus drill. I was confused 
because the instructions were not clear as to what 
we were supposed to do and what type of drill it was. 

This employee of the college interrupted me, yell-
ing at me, saying, “Shut up and go outside … do you 
want to burn up in the fire?” 

I have seen some of these same people I have men-
tioned break their necks to kiss up to the higher-ups 
at this school but treat others with such disrespect. 
They act like we are the ones who are supposed to 
apologize. 

No Sir. I was raised to respect all people but respect 
goes both ways. I do not believe in bowing down to 
someone because they are in a position of authority. 
I am a grown woman. If you have a problem with 
me, or something I am doing or have done, pull me 

to the side and address me with respect and you will 
get that same respect in return.

I understand we are all human. We are all bom-
barded with the daily frustrations of daily life. I know 
even professors, employees and staff can have a bad 
day but these few people are supposed to be setting 
examples for the rest of us.

–Christy Johnson
Staff Writer

To the editor:
I was intrigued by a 

comment made by Car-
son’s manager Corrine 
Aguilar in last week’s 
issue of the Pioneer. 

In “Investigation ex-
poses food service issue,” 
Aguilar claims Carson’s 
food is made available 
in the evenings via the 

Coffee Shop.
As someone who has 

been at OCCC for two 
years, and has had many 
a semester full of night 
classes, I can assure you 
this is not true. 

Many evenings either 
during breaks in class 
or immediately after it, I 
have wandered down to 

the Coffee Shop in search 
of a quick pick-me-up, 
only to find the pickings 
are slim. 

The only food items 
available are usually 
some leftover cake slices 
and pastries, neither of 
which are even offered 
by Carson’s in the first 
place. 

In fact, the only Car-
son’s item I have ever 
seen for sale in the Cof-
fee Shop are a handful of 
breakfast burritos in the 
morning. 

As a night student, this 
is beyond frustrating. 

With Carson’s clos-
ing down at 6 p.m most 
days — if even that long 

— it is impossible to get 
a good meal or snack on 
campus at nighttime. 

The bookstore and 
vending machines pro-
vide some unhealthy 
options, but for someone 
who is trying to take care 
of her body, a 200-calo-
rie bag of Doritos isn’t 
exactly appealing. 

Aguilar said she is here 
for us, the students, but 
it sure doesn’t seem that 
way to me. 

It’s one thing not to 
offer any food after clos-
ing time, but to make 
false claims that you do 
is unacceptable. 

—Kristen Axton
OCCC Student

Christy Johnson
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REVIEWS | Classic tearjerker is inspiring to viewers

REVIEWS | French R&B artist lays it on the line

The snow storms and bitterly cold tempera-
tures that we experienced early in the semester 
are difficult to imagine now that the weather 
is warm and sunny, enrollment is under way 
for the summer and fall semesters, and com-
mencement will be held in just a few weeks.  
Time does go on.

It also would appear that the financial melt-
down we experienced over two years ago is now 
beginning to show signs of recovery — more jobs 
being created and fewer people unemployed.  

However, without federal stimulus funds and 
a depleted state rainy day fund, the full impact 
of the historic downturn in the economy will 
now be realized here in Oklahoma as we plan 
for the next year’s budget, which begins on 
July 1, 2011.

It is estimated that the shortfall in revenue 
for the state of Oklahoma for next year is about 
$500 million. OCCC, as a state-supported 
college, will likely experience a cut in funding 
from the state, along with all functions of state 
government. While the exact amount of the 
reduction in funding has not yet been deter-
mined, the reduction may range from 5 percent 
to 10 percent.

OCCC has worked to prepare for this coming 
year. It has not been without some sacrifice.  
Departments have been asked to do more with 
less funding. Students have had to pick up a 
greater share of the cost of attendance through 
tuition increases to make up for the loss of 
state revenue. Everyone — from faculty and 
staff to our students — has stepped up to work 
through these financially challenging times. I 
thank all of you.

Like the weather, the future is difficult to 
predict. However, I am optimistic that this next 
year will be the last in budget reductions. All 
of the signs would indicate that a year from 
now as we plan for the budget that begins in 
July 1, 2012, the state of Oklahoma should see 
an increase in available funds for the first time 
in several years, and therefore, an increase to 
OCCC. In the meantime, we will finish this 
semester and celebrate those who are graduating 
at commencement. Some of our students will 
enroll for upcoming semesters, some will move 
on to new jobs or enroll in a university — and 
time continues to go on.

—Paul Sechrist
OCCC president

‘Groove Therapy’ good for the soul   

Carpe diem; that is the 
main theme in the 1989 
film “Dead Poets Society.” 

The movie tells the 
story of a group of boys 
attending Welton Acad-
emy, a prep school, in the 
late 1950s. They are influ-
enced by their crazy but 
passionate new English 
teacher, John Keating, an 
alumnus of Welton. 

On the first day of 
class, Keating, played 
by veteran actor Robin 
Williams, makes a lasting 
first impression on his 
students by asking them 
to rip out the first page of 
their textbooks. 

Keating further in-
trigues students by in-
structing them to refer 
to him as “Oh Captain, 
my Captain!” 

Todd Anderson, a new 
student to Welton, is first 
intimidated by Keating 
and his unusual way of 

doing things, but is soon 
enough brought out of 
his shell.

During a class period 
in which Anderson has 
failed to complete an as-
signment, Keating calls 
Anderson to the front of 
the class. 

He places his hands 
over Anderson’s eyes, 
forcing him to improvise 
a poem from whatever 
comes to mind and to 
face his worst fear of 
public speaking.

Later on, the boys 
secretly revive a poetry 

group called the Dead 
Poets Society, in which 
Keating was a member 
when he attended Wel-
ton. 

The boys meet in a cave 
to read poetry and prac-
tice stategies they believe 
will “woo” women.

While Keating’s un-
conventional teaching 
methods inspire the 
group of young men, 
they fail to please school 
officials and cause much 
controversy. 

When Neil Perry, the 
leader of the group, re-
veals he is an aspiring ac-
tor, Keating helps Neil by 
encouraging him to apply 
for the school production 
of “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.” 

Despite Neil’s father’s 
demand for him to drop 
out and focus on becom-
ing a doctor, Neil goes 
through with the perfor-

mance, playing the main 
character. When tragedy 
strikes later, Keating gets 
the blame and is fired 
from Welton.

Not only is this movie 
filled with intense mo-
ments and great humor, 
but also it has a positive 
message: seize the day 
and make the most of 
life because “each and 
every one of us in this 
room is one day going to 
stop breathing, turn cold, 
and die.” 

This classic tearjerker 
will have viewers con-
templating their own 
lives and questioning 
why we are really put on 
this earth. 

“But the powerful play 
goes on and you may 
contribute a verse. What 
will your verse be?”
Rating: A

—Erin Peden
Staff Writer

Monsieur  Nov,  a 
French R&B/Neo-soul 
artist of Asian decent, 
is well known in France 
and Europe but is almost 
unheard of in the U.S. 

In fact, I came across 
his music accidently but  
was so glad when I did. 

His album “Groove 
Therapy,” — released this 
year — is available for 
purchase only on iTunes.

The first single on the 
album is a cool song 
called “BCJC.” 

According to French-
musicblog.com, “BCJC” 
stands for “basket, cas-
quette, jean cartonné,” 
— an outfit of sneakers, 
a baseball cap and jeans.

“Mon Ex,” track four, 
can be easily played as 

a slow jam at a club.  
Its smooth tempo beat 
coupled with Nov’s rich 
R&B voice can be simply 
seen as four-play. 

Track number nine, 
“Jasmine” makes you 

want to change your 
name. 

On this track, Nov uses 
different tones show-
ing his variety of vocal 
ranges. 

He also sings a few lines 

in English, repeating the 
phrase “Jasime, you know 
that I like you.”

Monsieur Nov is the 
epitome of R&B/Neo 
soul, ranking with other 
Neo-soul greats such as 
D’Angelo and Maxwell. 

The album is entirely in 
French but don’t let that 
put you off. 

It adds to the romance 
and mood. 

In fact, “Groove Ther-
apy” should come with 
a warning because, once 
you listen to it, you 
might find yourself call-
ing someone you would 
not normally call to come 
listen with you. 

Rating: A+
—Christy Johnson

Staff Writer

‘Dead Poets Society’ timeless 

Comments? Opinions? Let us know!

editor@occc.edu
Let your voice be heard!
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Libyan unrest creates financial problems

Students said Testing Center works well as is
The Testing Center is a courtesy 

because I am able to test at my own pace 
and not have a time limit looming.”

—Cody Wood

oCCC Student

“

Photo courtesY of the central intelligence agencY 

MORGAN BEARD
Staff Writer
staffwriter1@occc.edu

As turmoil and uprisings 
spread across the Middle East, 
so do their effects and conse-
quences globally. 

In Libya, as American and 
other international forces 
work to protect citizens from 
the aggression of dictator 
Muammar Gaddafi, many are 
uncertain about the situation 
as a whole.

As in Egypt, where former 
president Hosni Mubarak 
ruled for nearly 30 years, 
Libya’s Gaddafi has been in 
power for 42 years. 

Gaddafi’s tenure makes him 
one of the longest non-royal 
ruling leaders in world history, 
per rulers.org.

Inspired by the events in 
Tunisia, Egypt, and other 
surrounding Middle Eastern 
countries, Libyan citizens have 
sparked a bloody civil war.

As of March 7, the total 
number of casualties is esti-
mated to have exceeded 2,000.

OCCC students such as 
Martin Bronaugh, music ma-
jor, agree that assistance is jus-
tified for the citizens of Libya.

“When citizens are being 
killed for no reason by their 
own government is when we 
should probably give a help-
ing hand to the citizens of that 
country,” Bronaugh said.

Aside from the serious is-
sues within Libya, the rami-
fications of the events are felt 
here in the U.S.

One major economical con-
sequence stands out everyday 
as we fill up our gas tanks. 

According to the U.S. En-
ergy Information Adminis-
tration, the average price for 
a gallon of gas in America is 
now around $3.68.

Germain Pichop, business 
and economics professor, said 
the events unfolding in Libya 
can certainly be blamed for the 
escalating gas prices.

“Because of the world de-
pendence on oil from the 
Middle East, the rise of the 
price of oil is a direct conse-
quence of the instability in the 

region,” Pichop said. 
Pichop also noted that Libya 

produces approximately 1.8 
million barrels each day. 

The problem with this, how-
ever, is that Libya’s oil produc-
tion has since ceased, he said.

While questions regarding 
the U.S. economy float around 
the water cooler, similar ques-
tions are raised pertaining to 
an eventual economic recov-
ery for Libya as well as the 
entire Middle East.

“A strong government which 
demonstrates good gover-
nance, respects the rule of law, 
and respects both economic 
freedom and the freedom of 
expression will be necessary 
to build up the confidence 
needed for economic recov-
ery,” Pichop said.

Before the economic situ-
ation sorts itself out, Libyan 
citizens just want to be free.

Thabet Swaiss, adjunct Ara-
bic professor, said the recent 
revolutions are nothing but 
good for the citizens.

“We should support dem-
ocratic movements by the 

people throughout the Middle 
East region … and not sup-
port ruthless, un-democratic, 
outdated and unpredictable 
dictatorships,” Swaiss said. 

“More freedom and democ-
racy will better everybody, 
financially and politically.”

In pursuit of removing re-
pression, he said, both Libya 
and the rest of the world can 
only hope for a speedy transi-
tion.

“Unfortunately, change will 
take a very long time,” Swaiss 
said.

GABRIELLE COX
News Writing Student

If test-takers could make 
changes in OCCC’s Testing 
Center, what would they be, 
Director Jim Ellis asked a 
Pioneer reporter earlier in the 
semester. 

Not much, it seems from 
talking to students.

An unscientific survey of 
students showed general satis-
faction with the Testing Center. 
One low-key suggestion was 
it might be more “homelike.”

Ellis posed the question at a 
time when more students than 
normal were using the Testing 
Center to take exams in their 
classes. 

Some professors moved their 
tests to the center so the profes-
sors could retain more lecture 
and presentation time.

Leah McPeak said she is be-

coming more confident about 
using the Testing Center. 

“I usually have extra time to 
study before my exam which 
makes me feel more comfort-
able when I decide to take the 
test,” she said.

Student Cody Wood said he 
appreciates the fact that he 
doesn’t have to worry about a 
time limit when he takes his 
tests in the center; whereas, 
taking tests in class has more 
limits.

“The Testing Center is a 
courtesy because I am able to 
test at my own pace and not 

have a time limit looming,” he 
said.

McPeak agreed that having 
extra time is helpful. “It allows 
me to thoroughly go through 
the exam and not miss any 
questions.”

When OCCC students were 
asked if their test scores have 
improved through the use 
of the  Testing  Center, many 
agreed that they have.

Wood explained why.
“My scores improve be-

cause it is quieter and I also use 
the earplugs,” he said. 

The Testing Center caters to 

students’ needs by supplying 
ear plugs for assurance of a 
quiet working space. 

When asked what improve-
ments they thought the Test-
ing Center could make, the 
opinions varied.

Cyndy Walden, social work 
major, had a suggestion.

“They could get more com-
fortable chairs or softer lighting 
so it is more welcoming.”

Wood had similar thoughts.
“The testing center needs to 

be more roomy,” he said.
However, McPeak  said she 

wouldn’t change anything. 
“I like it the way that it is.”
Ellis said he would welcome 

suggestions from other stu-
dents as well. 

He can be reached by e-mail 
at jellis@occc.edu or by phone at 
682-1611, ext. 7368.
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Newspaper brings home 21 awards 

Retired professor lectures on medical ethics

2011 AWARdS

AWARd of exCellenCe: Overall Newspaper; FrONt page DesigN.
AWARd of MeRit: ONliNe Newspaper.
HonoRAble Mention: iNteriOr page DesigN.
MoRgAn beARd: First place, Feature writiNg; secOND place, spOrts writiNg.
JeReMy Cloud: secOND place, eDitOrial writiNg.
JuStin CoMbS: First place, News writiNg.
etHAn HendRiCkS: First place, spOrts writiNg; thirD place, eDitOrial writiNg.
CHRiSty JoHnSon: secOND place, Feature phOtOgraphy; thirD place, reviews.
WHitney knigHt: secOND place, News writiNg; secOND place, reviews; hONOrable MeNtiON, 
MultiMeDia stOrytelliNg.
biSHAl MAllA: secOND place, spOrts writiNg.
JennifeR MASSey: First place, eDitOrial writiNg.
RACHel MoRRiSon: First place, Feature phOtOgraphy.
JennifeR PeARSAll: thirD place, spOrts phOtOgraphy.
MARk SMitH: thirD place, News writiNg.
Joey StiPek: secOND place, iNvestigative repOrtiNg

JACOB LOWERY
News Writing Student

Workers in the medical 
field are constantly faced with 
tough decisions that leave 
them wrestling with questions 
of right and wrong, said guest 
speaker Jane Carney during a 
March meeting of the Health 
Professions Club.

Carney spoke on the im-

portance of medical ethics, 
or moral principals applied 
to situations in the field of 
medicine. 

A specialist in gerontology 
and medical ethics, Carney 
retired from OCCC in 2006 
and has been giving this pre-
sentation for a few years. 

She stressed confidentially, 
which she defined as any 
secret, if revealed, that could 

cause harm to the patient. 
She was also very emphatic 

about “truthfulness,” or com-
municating with those who 
deserve to know the truth, 
which Carney said is very 
important when dealing with 
a patient.

She then went over differ-
ent medical scenarios, before 
opening the discussion to the 
audience about the ethics of 

the events. 
One scenario dealt with an 

elderly woman with Alzheim-
er’s disease being kept alive by 
a feeding tube although she 
was frightened and unaware of 
her medical condition.

Carney specified the ethics 
of this scenario by saying that 
it would be unethical to keep 
feeding the elderly woman in 
her confused and frightened 

state.  
Carney also gave the exam-

ple of a man diagnosed with a 
sexually transmitted disease, 
who did not want the doctor 
to alert his wife of his infidelity.

She said the doctor is ethi-
cally obligated to test the man’s 
wife for the disease, both for 
her own sake and because 
it had to be reported to the 
health department.

The scenarios were a big hit 
with the crowd, opening up 
much discussion and debate. 

In some situations the stu-
dents even brought up differ-
ent aspects to the scenarios not 
addressed initially by Carney.

T.J. Little, a nurse anesthetist 
student, said he thought the 
presentation was “amazing.”

“She was very accurate with 
everything she said,” Little 
said. He also said medical eth-
ics need to be addressed in all 
medical fields including nurs-
ing, pharmacy, and dentistry.

For more information of 
the Health Professions Club 
contact club president Kelvin 
Amarquaye at 240-421-6603.

ERIN PEDEN
Staff Writer
staffwriter2@occc.edu

Journalism students from 
around the state gathered in 
Stillwater March 31 for the 
annual Oklahoma Collegiate 
Media Association.

The conference, held at 
Oklahoma State University, 
drew many two-year and four-
year college newspaper and 
yearbook staffs from around 
the state. 

This conference marked the 
32nd year the Pioneer staff has 
attended.

The Pioneer staff brought 
home a record-breaking 21 
awards including six first-
place awards in overall two-
year newspaper  for the eighth 
consecutive year, front-page 
design, news writing, edito-
rial writing, feature writing, 

and sports writing under the 
2-year school category and 
feature photography under the 
2-and 4-year category.

Morgan Beard, who won 
first place in feature writing, 
said it’s a great honor.

“To win first place for a 
couple of my stories was really 
surprising,” Beard said. 

“It makes a guy feel good, 
you know, to be recognized for 
your work at that level.”

Beard also won second place 
for sports writing.

Online editor Whitney 
Knight said she did not expect 
to win three awards.

“It was a huge shock to me,” 
Knight said. 

“I was literally standing 
there in front of a room full of 
people with my mouth hang-
ing open.”

Christy Johnson, staff writer, 
said she was thrilled to win 

two awards.
“I was surprised I won an 

award for photography be-
cause I am not a photogra-
pher,” she said. “I was very 
excited though.”

Editor Joey Stipek, who took 
second place in Investigative 
Reporting, said he is pleased 
with the results of the contest.

“I think overall the record 
breaking number of awards we 

won was a positive reflection 
of our journalism program, 
professors, and lab assistants,” 
Stipek said. 

“I am very proud of all the 
people who won awards.”
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Local artists showcase ‘Art With Purpose’ at OCCC
ART SHOW IN VPAC BUILDING TO RUN THROUGH APRIL 15

Public Relations major Jeremy Neal ponders Eric Humphries’ painting “Bling-Bling King” April 4 
during the VPAC art exhibit. Humphries’ painting portays a six day riot that erupted in Los Angeles 
in 1992. 

Above: Local artist Hugh Meade showcases designer Lego 
platform shoes in the VPAC art gallery April 4. The shoes are 
made from cherry hardwood adorned with Legos. The art show 
will continue through April 15.

Right: Artist Hugh Meade 
showcases a lime green 

side table consisting of 
three pieces that assemble 

in a couple of minutes by 
interlocking the two bottom 
pieces.  The VPAC gallery 

show displays designer 
shoes also made created by 

Meade. 

Photos BY rachel morrison/Pioneer

Jeanette Flores 
News Writing Student

Artist Eric Humphries 
captures tragic histori-

cal events in brightly colored 
cartoon-like paintings. His 
work, along with three-di-
mensional art by Hugh Meade, 
appears in the campus exhibit 
entitled “Art With Purpose.”  

The show will remain through 
April 15 in the OCCC Art Gal-
lery, located in the Visual and 
Arts Performing Center. The 
exhibit is free and open to the 
public from Monday through 
Friday from 11 a.m. to 7 pm.  

Meade, who creates furni-
ture, calls himself an artifactor, 
a Latin word that means “thing 
maker.”  Meade also exhibits 
shoes made of wood and Lego 
toys.

Humphries said his purpose 
is to teach people.

“I paint about true-life his-
torical atrocities, real historical 
events.” 

He said few people know 
about some of these events, 
such as the Tulsa Race Riot 
of 1921.

“Anyone who doesn’t know 
the story of the Tulsa Race Riot 
should come to learn that,” 
Humphries said.  “It was one of 
the worst race riots in Ameri-
can history, and it happened 
here in Oklahoma.”

The Tulsa paintings, which 
measure about 3 feet by 4 feet, 
follow the story line frame by 
frame. “Is the Whole World on 
Fire?” is the group name for 
these pieces of art that tell the 
roughly 15 hours of the race 
riot event.  

In another instance “:03 
Minutes in American History” 
portrays the time before, the 
time of, and the time after the 
Oklahoma bombing, which 
happened April 1995.

OCCC student Sarah Smith 
said she thinks Humphries has 
an interesting way to approach 
history and to portray it.

“I don’t particularly like the 
art itself, but I like what the 

artist has done with the history, 
incorporating it into his paint-
ings the way he has,” she said.

On the other hand, Meade 
said his art is oriented towards 
function, at least where his 
furniture is concerned.

“A lot of my designs are 
intended for people who may 
move around a lot, who I called 
urban nomads,” Meade said. 
“People who go to a school 
in one city for four years and 
then they graduate and move 
to another city or maybe even 
to another continent.”

He said he wants viewers to 
see art being connected to the 
real world.

“What you see in this room 
now is the same kind of furni-
ture that you could buy,” Meade 
said.  “But you apply a singular 
vision to it, something that cre-
ates something that you can’t 
get anywhere else.”

One of his side tables consists 
of three pieces that can be as-
sembled in a couple of minutes 
by first interlocking the two 
bottom pieces, then setting 
the tabletop in place.  It has a 
manufactured, almost futur-
istic, look when unfinished. 
Meade has glazed the table in 
bright lime green with a silk-
screened skull on top.

“That art is a way of, it’s not 
just painting, it’s not just what 
we think of as traditional art, 
sometimes art can be expanded 
into a wider world,” Meade said.

On the other hand, his hand 
crafted platform high heels fall 
more into the category of sculp-
ture than footwear, though they 
are wearable. 

The Lego shoes, for instance, 
are four inches high and made 
of cherry hardwood to create 
the support. The Legos were in-
corporated into the heel and the 
platform sole, which consists of 
little Lego figures holding up 
the upper sole while standing 
on the lower sole. Meade said 
the Legos can be changed to 
create a different look.

“The shoes actually make 
me think of something Lady 

Gaga would wear,” Smith said.  
“And the furniture seems like 
a throwback to the contem-
porary whenever it was really 
popular.”

Smith said she was already 
familiar with Meade’s work 
before coming to the exhibit.

“I actually saw some of his 
past work at the Arts Festival 
downtown,” she said. “So I’m 
pretty excited that they actually 
came to OCCC.”

To visit the artists online, 
go to oddfab.com for Meade’s 
work and www.paintedatroci-
ties.com for Humphries’ work.
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Green Task Force plans Earth Day festivities
OCCC CELEBRATION INCLUDES TREE PLANTING AND EDUCATION FAIR

JEREMY CLOUD
Senior Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu 

OCCC and the Green Task 
Force will be working together 
to celebrate Earth Day on 
April 19.

The festivities planned in-
clude a student information 
fair, an educational movie, and 
a ceremonial tree planting, 
said Jenny Kellbach, a member 
of the Green Task Force.

Kellbach says she believes 
it’s important to celebrate Earth Day to remind stu-
dents, faculty and staff of their responsibility to edu-
cate each other about being environmentally friendly.

“With so many people on campus, there’s a lot that 
we can do, as a group, to make a difference,” she said. 

“Whether it’s using less paper, or turning off lights, 
any little bit that a collection of people can do is going 
to make a pretty significant difference.”

She also said the student information fair, which 

is planned to run 
from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., was cre-
ated as a way for 
student groups 
to showcase the 
initiatives they’re 
taking to promote 
environmenta l 
awareness within 
their groups.

“And it’s open 
to any student. So 
even if there are 
individuals who 

aren’t involved with a student group, but they want to 
come share what they’re doing, they’re welcome too. 

“We don’t want to turn away anyone that wants 
to participate.”

To participate in the student information fair, go 
to Student Life, and request an entry form, she said. 

During the information fair, the Green Task Force 
will be showing a documentary in the College Union, 
and handing out saplings to students and staff, Kell-

bach said.
“So when you stop by the fair, swing by the union 

and pick up a tree.”
At 1:30 p.m. the Green Task Force will have a 

ceremonial tree planting. This year it’s a special one, 
as the task force will be planting a sapling from the 
Murrah Memorial Survivor Tree, Kellbach said.

“When we decided on the date of April 19, and then 
we realized it fell on the anniversary of the Murrah 
bombing, it was brought up that you could purchase 
a sapling off the Survivor Tree,” she said.

“Using the Survivor Tree brings in an element of all 
the people who live in Oklahoma who know about 
it and have been touched by it. 

“I think it’s cool that we’re going to plant a tree 
that has so much significance to this community 
as a reminder of where we’ve been and things that 
have happened.”

Kellbach said the announcement in the Commu-
nicator saying that the task force would be handing 
out Survivor tree saplings was incorrect. The task 
force will hand out pine tree saplings.  

For more information about the Earth Day activi-
ties, visit student life.

Benefits of Recycling

Recycling and waste management can 
make a difference in the world around us. 
Recycling is the process of turning old 
products and parts into a new product as 
a way to conserve on the consumption of 
resources. With Earth Day falling on April 22, 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
website  (http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/
rrr/recycle.htm) listed ways for everyone to 
know about the benefits of recycling.

Benefits of recycling to improve the 
environment include:

• Recycling protects and expands U.S. 
manufacturing jobs and increases U.S. 
competitiveness.

• Recycling reduces the need for landfills 
and incineration.

• Recycling prevents pollution caused by 
the manufacturing of products from virgin 
materials.

• Recycling saves energy.
• Recycling decreases emissions of 

greenhouse gases that contribute to global 
climate change. 

• Recycling conserves natural resources 
such as timber, water, and minerals.

• Recycling helps sustain the environment 
for future generations.

JACOB CHAMBERS
Sports Writer
sportswriter@occc.edu

OCCC has over 40 recycling 
bins for plastic bottles and 
cans on campus at several 
locations.

The Visual and Performing 
Arts Center contains three 
bins located in front of the 
east entrance doors, and one 
placed by the north end wom-
en’s bathroom and on the 
south end women’s bathroom.

In the Family and Commu-
nity Education Center, there 
are two bins, one in front of 
entrance A. 

The other is located across 
from the John Glenn Main 
Entrance.

On the first floor of the 
library, there are two bins 
placed next to the men’s and 
women’s bathrooms on the 
west side entrance.

The second floor of the 
library has two placed on op-
posite ends of the floor in front 
of the bathrooms.

The third floor of the library 

holds two bins, one in front 
of room 304, and the other in 
front of room 316.

The fourth floor of the li-
brary also contains two bins, 
placed on opposite ends in 
front of the bathroom doors.

The John Massey Center 
has one placed at the end of 
the walkway entrance, and 
another in the northern corner 
of Human Resources area and 
one in front of UL319, in the 
upper level.

The Arts and Humanities 
Center contains three, one by 
the staircase, by Main Build-
ing entrance, and one by the 
theater.

The first floor of the Health 
Professions Center contains 
only one bin near the stairway.

The second floor contains 
two, one by room 226 and the 
other across from the stairs by 
room 215.

There is a single bin strategi-
cally placed on the west side of 
the courtyard.

In the central area of the 
Main Building, there are seven 
bins placed all over. One by 

the Welcome Center Desk, in 
front of the Bookstore, in front 
of the Communications Lab, 
right in front of the Safety and 
Security office, by Registra-
tion, next to the Testing Cen-
ter, and in front of room 1C7.

The Science, Engineering 
and Math Center also has two 
bins. The first is by room 1S3, 
and the other is at the entrance 
on the east side of the building.

The second floor of the Main 
Building holds five locations to 
recycle. One lies next to room 
2B8, by the stairs, in front of 
room 2J4, by room 2P1, and 
in front of room 2N7.

The third floor of the Main 
Building has two as well, and 
they are by the stairs, and by 
room 3N5.

The campus also has two 
high-tech Pepsico recycling 
bins. One is located in the food 
court, and the other is about 
30 feet east of the coffee shop. 

For more information on 
how to recycle, contact Gary 
Phillips, building and campus 
services supervisor, at 405-
682-7592.

Recycling bins cover campus
MORE THAN 40 LOCATIONS AT OCCC ENCOURAGE A ‘GREENER’ ENVIRONMENT



 April 23: American Red Cross 
Water Safety Instructor Course. 
Must be 16 years old, able to 
swim at level IV skills. Will be re-
quired to pass swimming skills 
test on first day of class. From 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Satur-
days. For more information call 
the Wellness Center at 405-
682-1611, ext. 7310.

• April 23: Junior lifeguard les-
sons. Ages 11 to 15, classes 
designed to give teens a foun-
dation of lifeguard skills. Must 
be able to swim 25 yards front 
crawl, tread water for one min-
ute, and swim underwater 10 
feet. Fee is $60 for course. For 
more information call the Well-
ness Center at 405-682-1611, 
ext. 7310.

• May 2: Abs Express class, 
on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 5:05 to 5:25 p.m. in the 
Wellness Center room 004.  For 
more information call the Well-
ness Center at 405-682-1611, 
ext. 7310.

• May 3: Hatha Yoga class in 
the Wellness Center room 005. 
Classes are on Tuesdays from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. For more infor-
mation call  the Wellness Center 
at 405-682-1611, ext. 7310.

• May 5: Extreme Cross Train-
ing course in the Wellness Cen-
ter room 005. Classes are on 
Thursdays from 6:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. For more information 
call  the Wellness Center at 405-
682-1611, ext. 7310.

• May 12: Water Safety Class in 
the aquatic center. Participants 
will train to be certified to teach 
ARC swimming lessons and 
the Community Water Safety 
Course. Pre-requisites: must be 
16 years old, and able to swim 
at level IV skills, must pass a 
swimming skills test on first day 
of class. There is a $150 course 
fee. For more information call 
the Wellness Center desk at 
405-682-1611, ext. 7310.

Underdog causes basketball upset 
INTRAMURALS|MAKE IT DRIZZLE REWARDED WITH CHAMPIONSHIP SHIRTS AFTER TOURNAMENT FINALE

Intramural basketball champions, Make It Drizzle, celebrated after their win over undefeated Team Wet April 1. From 
left to right, Blake Caldwell, Cole Alexander, Zach Elston, Ben Strickland, Aaron Rigsby, Chris Potter and Todd Henry.

JacoB chamBers/Pioneer

JACOB CHAMBERS
Sportswriter
sportswriter@occc.edu

Intramural basketball wrapped up its 
season with a championship tourna-
ment in the OCCC gym April 1. 

The tournament opened play with 
four teams vying for the title in a three 
game, single-elimination bracket. 

Heavy favorite Team Wet held the 
overall number one seed, finishing the 
regular season undefeated. 

Coming in with the number two 
seed was Make it Drizzle. The third and 
fourth seeds were the Outlaws and DW. 

Trevor Backs, a fan in the stands said 
he watched just about every game this 
season and enjoyed each one tremen-
dously.

“I like coming to these games because 
it’s my friends out there and I like giving 
them a hard time,” Backs said.

In the first round, Team Wet narrowly 
escaped with a win over DW, with the 
final score being 65-61. 

Team Wet player Ty Phan said his 
team did a good job.

 “Teamwork was the key to victory,” 

Phan said. 
“We had good ball rotation and 

scored inside the paint.” 
The other first-round ganme was 

even closer. The match between Make 
It Drizzle and the Outlaws proved to be 
a dogfight throughout the entire game.

 Make it Drizzle led at the half 29-24, 
and fought to the bitter end winning 
55-52. 

”I don’t like making excuses for my 
team’s losing effort,” said Outlaws player 
Jimmie Prietl.

The championship round did not go 
as most would have predicted. Team 
Wet suffered the same fate as the fall 
flag football team U Know; both teams 
remained undefeated all season long 
only to lose in the championship game. 

Team Wet’s downfall proved to be 
too many missed three pointers, and 
costly turnovers at inopportune times.

Make It Drizzle continued to get 
points in the paint, and drive to the 
hole repeatedly. 

Championship match up scoring 
leader Chris Potter racked up 22 and 
even threw down a thunderous dunk 
near the conclusion of the game. 

Potter believes the key to escaping 
with a win was hard-nosed, blue-collar 
defense by the entire team.

Team Wet fell behind by 11 with six 
minutes left, and were unable to make 
a comeback. 

Make It Drizzle enjoyed a classic 
David vs. Goliath victory and was re-
warded for their uphill struggle with 
championship shirts at the conclusion 
of the game.

Have sports news?
Contact the  

Pioneer sports writer.
E-mail sportswriter@occc.edu

Do you know of an 
OCCC student or group 
worthy of a mention on 

the Pioneer 
sports page? 
If so, contact 

Jacob Chambers at 
sportswriter@occc.edu 

or call 405-682-1611, 
ext. 7409.

Wanted: STUDENT 
ATHLETES
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SPORTS UPCOMING
INTRAMURALS

EVENTS
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Recycle: Packaging ok’d
Continued from page 1

als doesn’t use petroleum and 
also is a lot more sustainable 
than our current manufacture 
of Styrofoam.” 

TLC co-chair Annalyn Gill 
applauded the outstanding 
research of the Engineering 
Club and thanked Camacho 
for bringing it to the attention 
of TLC. 

Marion Paden, vice presi-
dent for Enrollment and Stu-
dent Services, and Erin Logan, 
director of Student Relations 
and TLC sponsor, worked 
with representatives to cre-
ate wording that reflected the 
concerns of OCCC students to 

transition to more eco-friendly 
packaging.

They designed phrasing that 
articulated the need to handle 
the packaging according to 
manufacturers’ suggested re-
cycling methods. 

The eco-friendly dining ser-
vices resolution will now go to 
OCCC President Paul Sechrist 
and other cabinet members for 
review before a final decision 
is made. 

The issue of increased cost 
to diners was one concern 
TLC members voiced in earlier 
discussions.

For more information, con-
tact TLC at http://occc.cam-
pusgroups.com/tlc.

Students learn from public official
CITY COUNCIL MEMBER GIVES INSIGHT 

TALITHA BLOUNT
News Writing Student

The topic was gay and les-
bian history month and the 
response was a blizzard of 
electronic messages.

Some of the e-mails were 
“awful,” a few were “heartfelt” 
but most were “kind of scary,” 
said Rachel Butler, Norman 
City Council member and 
OCCC librarian.

Butler described the reaction 
to the Gay and Lesbian History 
Month Resolution the Norman 
council passed when she spoke 
to the evening News Writing 
class in March.

Butler said the experience 
played a part in her decision 
not to seek re-election this year. 

On Sept. 28, the Norman 
City Council voted 7-1 to ac-
cept a resolution acknowledg-
ing October as LGBT History 
Month.  

She said the experience was 
different from anything else 
she had ever experienced in 
her eight years as a Norman 
City Council member.

Typically, she said,  a reso-
lution takes 90 seconds to 
complete. 

The resolution for the LGBT 
History Month lasted more 
than three hours because of 

the incensed debate during 
the open comment period of 
the meeting.

Butler said that night, a 
young gay man named Zach 
Harrington, a native of Nor-
man, was in attendance for the 
Sept. 28 meeting.  A week later, 
Harrington took his life in his 
family’s home.  

His family believes it was 
partly because of the intoler-
ance of his lifestyle his fellow 
Normanites were voicing at 
the meeting.

Butler also spoke to the class 
about how council meetings 
are covered by the press and 
about journalistic integrity. 

Butler said, typically, two 
newspapers cover the regular 
council meetings.  

“Sometimes they do well and 
sometimes it’s sloppy and it’s 
frustrating,” she said. 

Butler urged the journalism 
students to “do your home-
work” and not to be “lazy.”  

Butler explained how the 
public believes the media; 
therefore, it is important to be 
accurate.  

Butler said when gathering 
information from sources, it is 
important to be explicit about 
what information a writer may 
need while remaining flexible.  

She also stressed the impor-

tance of using different sources 
to obtain the most accurate 
information.  

“Don’t always use the same 
source,” Butler said. “You never 
know what ax someone may be 
trying to grind.” 

Lastly she encouraged the 
students to do their best in 
their future careers. 

“Do something you can be 
proud of,” Butler said. “What 
you do is important.”

Comments? 
Opinions? 

Let us 
Know!
e-mail 

Editor Joey 
Stipek at 
editor@

occc.edu
Let your 
voice be 
heard!

Rachel Butler



HOLLY DAVIS WALKER
Community Writer
communitywriter@occc.edu

 The second Multicultural Student Business Forum 
will again bring together students from OCCC and 
Ulyanovsk State University in Russia. 

A video conference between the two is planned 
for 9 a.m. Wednesday, April 20, in the Business Lab, 
room 2R0 in the Main Building.

“We communicate via Skype,” said Germain Pichop, 
Multicultural Student Business Club faculty adviser. 

“It’s a video conference where students get the 
chance to ask questions of the students of Russia 
and vice versa.”

In the first session of the forum in December, Pi-
chop said, students talked about topics ranging from 
everyday life to Russian business to American politics. 

He said OCCC students were surprised by how 
well the Russian students spoke English. 

“[The conference] went very well. It was on the 
news, Fox 25,” Pichop said.

The Russian students were particularly curious 
about America’s healthcare bill, Pichop said.

“In Russia, they have universal healthcare,” he said. 
“When they get sick, they just go to the hospital and 
get treated. 

“They knew there was a big debate in the United 
States about the health care reform. They wanted to 
know what the students thought about it.”

Pichop said at the first forum, about 25 students at-

Forum to bring students together

tended. The goal for this forum, he said, is 40 students. 
Multicultural Student Business Club president 

Prince Tsagli Jr. said the first conference went well.
 “I think a lot of people like the idea that you actu-

ally get to talk to people in Russia,” Tsagli said. 
“You get to see the face of the people, not just hear 

a voice. You get real time answers and interaction.
“We are in a global village. Everything is inter-

related,” Tsagli said. 
“It’s a good thing to learn from different cultures. 

We can benefit from multicultural relations.”
The forum is open to all students.
“Any student that is curious to know what the 

Russians think about America or about American 
students, American economy … are welcome to show 
up and discuss life with them,” Pichop said.

For more information, e-mail Pichop at gpichop@
occc.edu.

Money Matters-Financial Future
A workshop to educate attendees on how 

to plan for a stable financial future will take 
place at noon on Monday, April 11, in CU1 
in the College Union. For more information, 
call Student Life at 405-682-7523 or stop by 
their office in the Main Building.

Christians on Campus meeting
Christians on Campus will meet at noon 

on Monday, April 11, in room 2P7 of the 
Main Building for a Bible study. Members 
will discuss 1 Corinthians. Refreshments will 
be provided. For more information, contact 
James at 405-314-7739.

 
Free Immunizations for Children

The Caring Van will be available from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m. on Tuesday, April 12, at the 
FACE Center (6500 S. Land Ave.) to provide 
free immunizations for children. Parents 
must bring their child’s current shot record, 
and a parent or guardian must be present 
to complete the required paperwork. For 
more information, please call the OCCC 
Child Development Center and Lab School 
at 405-682-1611, ext. 7561.

Cultural Art Series presents Bearfoot
Bearfoot, an acoustic bluegrass band from 

Nashville, will play at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
April 12, in the OCCC Bruce Owen Theater. 
Tickets are available for 24.50 for general 
admission, 19.50 for seniors, faculty, staff 
and members of OCCC Alumni Association, 
and 12.50 for OCCC students and children 
under 17. For more information, contact the 
Cultural Art Series office at 405-682-7576. 

Psychology Club/Psi Beta Meeting
The Psychology Club and Psi Beta will be 

making ink blots during their weekly meeting 
at 12:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 14, in room 
1H2 in the Main Building. Refreshments will 
be provided. All students are welcome.

Business Book and Bake Sale
The 6th Annual Business Book and Bake 

sale will be on Tuesday, April 19, outside the 
College Union. All proceeds from the sales 
will benefit the Connie Nieser Memorial 
Scholarship.

Tuition Fee Waiver Information
Tuition Fee Waiver applications for the 

summer semester are now available in the 
Financial Aid Office. Completed applications 
must be submitted before 5 p.m. April 20. 
For more information, call Student Financial 
Support Services at 682-7524.

All Highlights are due Monday by 5 p.m.
 for inclusion in the next issue. 

Highlight forms can be picked up in 
the Pioneer office, located in 1F2 of 

tthe Arts and Humanities building, just 
inside Entry 2.

     Yasmin shirali/
Pioneer

Future OCCC 
student Nathan 
Packer checks 
out scholarship 
opportunities at 
at the Academic 
Advising office. 

Students can 
apply for many 

scholarships 
at OCCC. 
For more  

information, 
call 405-682-

7535 or stop by 
the Academic 

Advising office 
on the first floor 

of the Main 
Building. 

COMMUNITY | Club to host video conference with Russian college April 20 

If you have community news, 
contact Holly Davis Walker at

communitywriter@occc.edu or 
call  405-682-1611, ext. 7675

“ You get to see the face of the 
people, not just hear a voice. You get 

real time answers and interaction.”
—PRinCe tSAgli, JR.

PReSident of tHe MultiCultuRAl Student 
buSineSS Club
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Pioneer classified advertising 
is free to all enrolled OCCC 
students and employees for 
any personal classified ad. 
Ad applications must be 
submitted with IDs supplied 
by 5 p.m. Mondays prior to 
the publication date. For more 
information, call the Ad Manager 
at 405-682-1611, ext. 7674, 
or e-mail adman@occc.edu.

TUTORING OFFERED: 
Are you struggling in 
Chemistry or Math? Take 
a tutoring class with 
Nguyen. Call: Nguyen at 
918-850-5625 or e-mail 
nguyen.h.truong@email.
occc.edu

FOR SALE: No down 
payment, 3 bed, 1.5 bath, 
2 car, CH&A, Move in 
ready, spotless, close 
to OU and OCCC, 227 
S Bristow, Moore, OK. 
$87,500. Call: 405-364-
8555, 405-820-3630 or e-
mail cshutt1@cox.net.

Follow us online at 
www.occc.edu/pioneer

FOR SALE: 19” Sam-
sung television with re-
mote. Older model. Cable 
ready. Works well and has 
great  color. $35 Call: 405-
501-8777.

ROOM FOR RENT: Large 
room with access to entire 
house; all utilities includ-
ed. Large yard and park-
ing. No pets. No smokers. 
$450 per month. $100 
deposit. Contact: sharon.
richard@ymail.com or call 
405-795-0163. 

DIVING SUIT FOR SALE:   
Red on black, Oneill brand; 
wet/dry #291; XXL;  height 
6’3”; 3mil thick; style 9073. 
Also have one pair of 
XXL“Slippery When Wet” 
ski trunks. Neither used. 
$600 for both. Contact; 
masmith405@gmail.com 
or call 405-532-6991.

NOW HIRING
EXPERIENCED BARTENDERS 
FOR OKC METRO LOCATIONS

FAX RESUME TO: 405-261-6215

BEING PAID TO

WATCH SPORTS

AN
DEAT WINGS

AS CLOSE TO

AS YOU’RE EVER GONNA GET.

NOW HIRING
Tuxedo Junction in 

Moore is looking for a 
part time sales person. 
Assist our clients in the 
selection, rental/sale 
of tuxedos for proms, 

weddings, and
 black tie affairs.

Six months sales or 
customer service

 experience needed.
Primarily evening and 

weekend hours. 
Hourly wage plus com-
mission after training.
Call: Beth Adkins at

 405-793-0330 
or email resume to

 tuxedojunctionok@aol.
com

PART TIME CLERICAL 
WORK: Insurance office 

HIGH CHAIR FOR SALE: 
Good condition. $10. Also 
have student desk and cof-
fee table. $10 each. Mov-
ing. Call: 405-501-8777.

FOR SALE: Toyota Camry 
CE 1999. 163k miles, auto, 
v4, power everything. Well 
maintained. Clear title. 
$3,400 OBO. Call: 405-
762-3904 or email: sim-
baok@live.com

needs bilingual person, flu-
ent in Spanish, to do cleri-
cal work. Send resume to:  
larazains@yahoo.com.

CLASSIFIED ads 
are free to ALL 
OCCC students 
and employees

Call Cynthia at 
405-682-1611, ext. 

7674, for details

IMAGINE 
YOUR AD...

reaching 
thousands of 

readers each week.

Call Advertising 
Manager Cynthia 

Praefke TODAY for 
details on how you 
can get affordable 
advertising in the 
Pioneer or place 

your electronic ad 
with the Pioneer 

Online at www.occc.
edu/pioneer.

405-682-1611, 
ext. 7674
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CLASSIFIEDS TODAY’S 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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International students converge on capitol
79 COUNTRIES REPRESENTED AT AWARENESS DAY

SARAH HUSSAIN
News Writing Student

The 20th annual International Stu-
dent Awareness Day was hosted at the 
State Capitol Monday, March 28. 

Including OCCC’s English as a Sec-
ond Language program’s students, 522 
international students attended from 79 
countries all over the world.

Yolande Kombou, a student from 
Cameroon, has visited Cameroon’s 
capitol Yaoundé many times and was 
curious to see if Oklahoma’s was any-
thing like it.

“We don’t have a democracy, so it’s 
not really the same. But I enjoyed my 
time at this capitol building immensely,” 
Kombou said.

The event featured free booths, enter-
tainment, and local and international 
cuisine. Participants had the opportu-

nity to meet with other international 
students and network with state officials 
such as Lt. Gov. Todd Lamb, Honorary 
Consuls, and university and business 
representatives.

“We study American Civilization and 
it just so happened we were studying it 
when this opportunity arose,” ESL Pro-
fessor Abra Figueroa said. “I’ve brought 
my students to this event each year.”

International students currently 
enrolled in Oklahoma’s colleges, uni-
versities, and high school juniors and 
seniors were invited to attend the event 
held by the Oklahoma Governor’s In-
ternational Team.

International students have a $170 
million impact on Oklahoma annu-
ally and an almost $20 billion impact 
nationally each year.

“The positive impression this event 
generates among these students from 

abroad can create opportunities for 
heightened support for Oklahoma’s 
growing international engagement in 
the years ahead,” said State Rep. Cory 
T. Williams (D-Stillwater) in an e-mail. 

“I’m so sad to be leaving,” said Emilio 
Fox, a student from Nicaragua. “I loved 
the music.

“I didn’t even get food, I ate the 
music. I clapped so hard my hands are 
still hurting, I cannot wait to go back.”

Figueroa said the point of the field 
trip wasn’t so much of a civics lesson, 
but more of a cultural experience.

For more information, contact 
Figueroa at 405-682-1611, ext. 7326, 
or by e-mail at afigueroa@occc.edu.

     Photo BY sarah hussein

Students chat with each other 
during the 20th annual International 

Student Day at the State Capitol 
March 28. 


