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OPINION, p. 2

Online Editor 
Whitney Knight and 
Senior Writer Jeremy 
Cloud give their 
opposing views on 
the recent closings. 
See what they said.

WERE 
SNOW DAYS 
NECESSARY? 

To comment on 
stories, or to access 
the latest news, 
features, multimedia, 
online exclusives and 
updates, visit 
occc.edu/pioneer.

CAMPUS LIFE

COMMUNITY p. 10

In an effort to show 
alternate methods 
of communicating, 
one campus club 
gives hugs to 
fellow students. For 
information on how to 
join, see inside.

ADVOCATES 
OF PEACE 
CLUB OFFERS 
HUGS

AROUND CAMPUS

CAMPUS, p. 7 

The Tulsa Race Riot 
of 1921 — a two-day 
event that left its 
mark on Oklahoma 
— is recalled. See 
what students and 
faculty had to say.

TULSA 
RACE RIOT 
REMEMBERED

PIONEER ONLINE

RECREATION

SPORTS, p. 8

Intramural 
sports teams 
need members. 
See inside for 
information. 

Yasmin shirali/Pioneer

Liberal Arts major 
Josh Curliss works 
on his project during 
his Painting I class. 
All students were 
asked to paint their 
interpretation of 
items placed in the 
center of the room.

For more on 
OCCC’s art program, 
visit www.occc.edu/
AH.

Artistically 
speaking

STUDENTS 
URGED TO 
PLAY SPORTS

College to open two Sundays

State rep introduces science bill  
House Bill 
1551 is up for 
consideration

See BILL page 9

LOGAN KENNEDY
News Writing Student

OCCC will open 
the next two Sun-

days to allow students to 
make up work missed 
due to the recent snow-
storms which swept the 
state. The library and 
most learning labs will 

be serving students.
From noon to 5 p.m. 

on Feb. 20 and 27, OCCC 
will open its doors to 
faculty and students who 
want to make up time 
lost during the school 
closings.

President Paul Sechrist 
said the extra hours 
should give students and 

faculty a good opportu-
nity to catch up.

“We felt like extending 
some hours on the week-
end would be helpful, 
when generally students 
don’t have other classes,” 
he said.

JOEY STIPEK
Editor
editor@occc.edu

Oklahoma State 
Rep. Sally Kern 

(R-Warr Acres) has in-
troduced a bill that some 
believe would hobble 
science departments in 
the presentation of their 
subject matter if it passes 
through the Legislature 
and is signed by the 
governor.

In an e-mail inter-
view, Kern said House 
Bill 1551, the Scientific 
Education and Academic 
Freedom Act, is not about 
religion, but about sci-
ence and what makes for 
the best science educa-
tion.

“HB 1551 mandates 
that teachers follow the 

curriculum and teach the 
pro-evolution evidence. 
It also gives teachers 
academic freedom to 
teach the science that 
challenges the consensus 
view,” Kern said.

Kern said teaching 
students about scientific 
questions allows them 
to learn how scientists 
debate scientific issues 
and gain critical think-
ing skills. 

HB 1551 is one of two 
similar bills introduced 
in the Oklahoma Legisla-
ture this spring which ad-
dress science education.

Senate Bill 554 was 
filed by State Sen. Josh 
Brecheen (R-Coalgate).

Critics have dismissed 
both bills as opposing the 
teaching of evolution un-
der the guise of academic 
freedom.

In an e-mail interview, 
Chair-elect of Oklaho-
mans for Excellence in 

Science Education Jo-
seph D. Maness opposes 
HB 1551, saying it puts 
the teaching of science 
at risk. 

“The legislation poten-
tially creates the false im-
pression that a religious 
belief or objection that 
does not require evidence 
has equal scientific stand-
ing with a theory that is  
thoroughly supported by 
evidence.” 

Passing such legisla-

tion would not be in the 
best interests of Oklaho-
mans, he said.

“It is not the legislation 
itself that is the problem,” 
Maness said. “It is its un-
intended consequences 
that are the problem.” 

Kern said those who 
oppose HB 1551 essen-
tially have only one talk-
ing point — they claim 
the bill promotes religion 
or creationism. She said 
that’s not the case.

“Courts have uniform-
ly found that creationism 
is a religious viewpoint 
and thus illegal to teach 
in public school science 
classes,” Kern said. 

“Darwin lobbyists 
brand scientific views 
they dislike as religion 
or creationism.  

“Those who love the 
First Amendment should 
be outraged.” 

See SUNDAY page 9



On Tuesday, Feb. 8, the decision was made to shut 
down the college at 5 p.m. due to incoming winter 
weather.

The issue is, the winter weather didn’t materialize 
until much later that night. 

Although the caution shown by our college is laud-
able, the early closing deprived 
students of the opportunity to 
take advantage of the college’s 
services before losing time to 
snow days.

The argument in favor of 
the college’s decision is that it 
allowed students and profes-
sors to head home before the 
weather hit.

But with the schedule already 
off because of the week lost to 
the last snowstorm, professors 
and students could have used 
the extra time to get caught up before losing even 
more time.

And the decision also assumes that the college 
is solely responsible for the safety and health of its 
students and staff. 

Students who needed the time to work in labs, talk 
to professors, use the library, or just plain go to class 
were denied that opportunity.

Wouldn’t a better choice have been to release the 
students and professors to make their own choices?

After all, we‘re all adults here. 
And I think the decision to go or stay should rest 

with individuals, not the college. 
—Jeremy Cloud

Senior Writer

Last Tuesday, Feb. 8, local meteorologists predicted 
that a monstrous snowstorm — one just as large as 
the icy beast that shut down campus for a consecu-
tive four days the week before — had taken aim at 
Oklahoma City. 

Forecasts showed the storm, which was expected 
to include freezing rain and 
dangerous road conditions, 
would strike around 6 p.m. that 
evening. 

Subsequently, a decision was 
made by President Paul Se-
christ and other OCCC officials 
to shut down campus for the 
evening out of concern for the 
safety of students, faculty, and 
staff members. 

However, as often happens 
in Oklahoma, the weathermen 
flubbed and the storm didn’t 

strike until the early morning hours. 
Yet another night of OCCC classes was lost without 

any real reason. 
Although the closing was frustrating, it also was 

for the best. 
Closing early allowed students and college faculty 

the opportunity to make trips to grocery stores and 
pharmacies, allowing them a chance to gather emer-
gency supplies before the storm hit.

And more importantly, had initial forecasts been 
correct, hundreds of students, instructors and college 
workers would have been stuck facing hazardous 
driving conditions. 

Some OCCC students may live as close as the 
neighborhood across the street, but others might 
live as many as 20 or 30 miles away. 

For them, the drive home from class may have been 
one they never returned from. 

Attending class is important, but it pales in com-
parison to one’s safety.  

Coursework can be made up, but a life can’t. 
—Whitney  Knight

Online  Editor

Writers differ on snow closing

mark Parisi/offthemark.com

POINT/COUNTERPOINT | How should OCCC have handled inclement weather?  

College group 
against SB 858
To the editor:

The OCCC College Democrats club has voted 
unanimously to oppose the Concealed Carry on 
Campus legislation that is being brought before the 
Oklahoma … Legislative session. 

We feel that any legislation that would allow 
firearms to be brought into an institution of higher 
learning, where the free exchange of ideas should be 
safe and often, is dangerous and potentially deadly. 

We urge any and all legislators considering a vote 
on this measure to consider the safety and well being 
of all Oklahoma students and to consider the requests 
of a majority of security professionals and educa-
tional professionals for a no vote on this measure.

We also urge all students to contact their legisla-
tors, whether for or against the measure, and voice 
their opinions.

—OCCC College Democrats

Whitney Knight

OCCC was right to close early 
because of snowstorms

Students, faculty should be allowed 
to determine own safety

Jeremy Cloud

Follow us for instant news and updates!

www.twitter.com/
OCCCPioneer

www.facebook.com/
OCCCPioneer
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Book casts spell over readers
REVIEWS | Well crafted fantasy is an enchanting reading experience 

REVIEWS | Indie rock album catalogs musicians’ hedonistic experiences  

Album has familar yet retro sound

Ghosts, magicians, de-
tectives, and sorcerers all 
work to solve the myster-
ies that surround them 
in “Unusual Suspects.” 

Released to paper-
back December 2010, 
and available at most 
bookstores, “Suspects” 
is an ACE fantasy an-
thology edited by Dana 
Stabenow with a mystery 
theme. 

Featuring short stories 
by authors such as Simon 
R. Green, Charlaine Har-
ris, and 10 other gifted 
writers, the anthology 
presents a broad range 
of well-crafted fantasy 
stories.

In “An Appetite for 
Murder,” Green revisits 
his Nightside world with 
his signature dark humor 
and fast pace. 

Charlaine Harris takes 
readers back to Bon 
Temps through the eyes 
of Sookie Stackhouse, 
the character whose 

books became the hit 
show “True Blood.”

No two stories are any-
thing alike, running the 
gamut from dark dysto-
pia  to post-apocalyptic, 
to a tale of ghosts set 
in the normal, modern 
world.

The heroes in the sto-
ries are as different as the 

worlds they work in. 
S o m e  a re  s i mp l y 

thrown into myster-
ies by chance, some are 
professional detectives, 
and some follow other 
careers and find the mys-
teries in the course of 
their work.

Overall, the writing in 
this anthology is solid 

and clean. Some stories, 
though, may give readers 
problems stylistically.

For instance, Michael 
A. Stackpole’s “Looks 
Are Deceiving,” though 
an entertaining read, has 
a convoluted storyline 
that can leave readers 
confused at times.

And “Glamour,” by 
Michael Doogan, is a 
strong story but the dia-
logue is written to read as 
though the speaker had 
a thick peasant accent. 
It can take a moment to 
figure out what the char-
acters are saying.

Still, the stories pre-
sented in “Unusual Sus-
pects” make it a good 
read.

For anyone who‘s short 
on time but still wants a 
little mystery and fantasy 
in their reading, “Sus-
pects” is a must have.
 Rating: A

—Jeremy Cloud
 Senior Writer

Destroyer’s ninth stu-
dio album, “Kaputt” 
recalls a sound that re-
minds the listener of 
discotheque-and-yacht 
rock opulence and deca-
dence. 

Drawing from those 
influences, Dan Bejar, 
who in addition to be-
ing the creative mind 
behind Destroyer is a 
member of The New 
Pornographers, has 
crafted one of the finer 
pop albums so far in 
2011.

The first track on Ka-
putt, “Chinatown” re-
calls bits of ’80s new 
wave and discotheque 
mixed with elements of 

mellow jazz. 
Bejar channels his 

best Roxy Music im-
personation while softly 

crooning about women 
and recalling memories 
of self-indulgent times. 

Bejar manages to do 

this while retaining a 
sense of humor and 
charm about the eccen-
tric topics he’s singing 
about.

On the standout title 
track, “Kaputt” contin-
ues with the smatter-
ing of synthesizers soft 
drums and horns. Bejar 
sings about “wasting 
away and chasing girls” 
with a saxophone dis-
tinctly playing over the 
chorus. 

Longer tracks show-
case the musicianship of 
Bejar with the 8-minute 
song “Suicide Demo of 
Kara Walker,” while the 
11-minute track “Bay of 
Pigs,” originally record-

ed in 2009, features ele-
ments of ambient disco. 

Bejar manages to pull 
“Kaputt” off quite aston-
ishingly with a sound 
which is both retro and 
familiar sounding yet 
retains an element of 
freshness. 

“Kaputt” sounds like 
an album you would 
hear either out shopping 

or enjoying cocktails on 
the town with a group of 
girlfriends.

It has a distinct sound, 
which certainly will not 
appeal to everyone. 
However, it is worthy of 
listening to for adven-
turous music fans. 
Rating: B+

—Joey Stipek
 Editor

Stress:  A physiological response to envi-
ronmental factors.

Example:  Having missed nearly one third 
(or more) of the semester thus far due to nasty 
weather.

Going to college is a fairly stressful event 
because of all the changes we must go through 
to be successful.   

Recent class cancellations due to inclem-
ent weather have heightened those feelings of 
stress for students, faculty, and staff.  

Unlike public education, colleges have firm 
start and end dates, so we all have to find ways 
to catch up while we keep up with the current 
week’s expectations.

Feeling overwhelmed by stress can cause 
us to do things that only make our situations 
worse instead of better.  We tend to eat too 
much or not enough. We sleep too much or lie 
awake fretting about our situation.  We may 
smoke or drink or self medicate with other 
substances. 

 As it becomes harder to focus, we get caught 
up in more unhelpful behaviors.

The best strategy right now is to take a few 
precious moments to really assess where we 
are.  What did you miss by not being in class?  

How is your professor planning to handle 
that lost time?  Where can you find some extra 
time to pull yourself out of this hole?  What do 
you need to do to also stay current with new 
objectives and learning?  

Once you can begin to answer these ques-
tions, you can develop a strategy that will put 
you back in control so that you can move for-
ward.  

While this isn’t the best position to be in, try 
to view it as another learning experience and 
keep a positive perspective.  Life isn’t always 
ideal, but it can be lived successfully.

—Mary Turner
Learning Support Specialist

Don’t fret over 
missed days
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Snow closing especially hurts short courses

Governor appoints regent 
as Secretary of Commerce

ERIN PEDEN
Staff Writer
staffwriter2@occc.edu

Icy roads and slick sidewalks did more than just 
shut down school and give students a second winter 
break. With school having been closed a total of six 
days in two weeks, many students are now finding it 
hard to keep up with their studies — especially those 
taking shortened courses. 

With these classes being in session for only eight 
weeks, attending class is vital.

Despite campus opening at 5 p.m. after the storms 
last Thursday, some still found they had problems 
getting to the school to attend evening classes and 
to make up tests and labs. 

 “ I feel like I have to come because I’m close to being 
done with my class so I don’t want to miss anything,” 
said psychology major Kandy Ingram-Tottress. 

JACOB CHAMBERS
Sports Writer
sportswriter@occc.edu

Dave Lopez, OCCC Board of 
Regents member, has recently 
been appointed Secretary of 
Commerce by Governor Mary 
Fallin.

“He brings a great deal of 
expertise and enthusiasm to 
the job and I’m happy to have 
him serve in my cabinet,” Fallin 
said in an e-mail.

“Dave is going to join an ex-
perienced and diverse cabinet 
dedicated to moving the state 
of Oklahoma forward.”

Lopez said he is honored 
to have been chosen for the 
position.

“ … (I) look forward to 
working with her to grow our 
economy and bring more jobs 
and opportunities to our state,” 
he said.

Lopez said he believes his 
experience working with SBC 
Communications and Ameri-
can Fidelity Foundation, along 
with his business background 
helped contribute to Fallin 
choosing him for the position. 

He served as president at 

EIGHT-WEEK CLASSES AFFECTED BY WEATHER

OCCC REGENT DAVID LOPEZ WILL RESIGN FROM HIS POSITION

“I work part-time weekends, and have three kids 
and a husband so coming to the Math Lab was a 
challenge.”

Some students worry they aren’t learning enough. 
Undecided major Jim Pearson said he feels he isn’t 
getting his money’s worth.

“We have missed so much class I am way behind,” 
Pearson said. “The professor’s response (is), learn it 
on your own because we have a schedule to keep.”

 “I have paid good money for an education; however, 
due to the snow I am not receiving it.”

While students may feel like they are the only ones 
affected by the weather, Success in College and Life 

professor Tom Hedglen said he is working hard to 
make up the missed time.

“I have summarized lessons for the students as well 
as cut out some that I couldn’t fit in,” he said.

“Things happen in life and we just have to move 
along.”

Physical Therapy Assistant major Liana Schoonover 
said she thinks students should be a little more under-
standing and flexible when it comes to rescheduling. 

“My instructor has all the PowerPoints available 
online, has discussed the changes to the schedule, 
and gone over how we will be expected to complete 
the coursework,” she said. 

“We have to remember that it’s not just the students 
who are put in a crunch by the weather, but also the 
instructors because it’s their job to teach us in a more 
compressed time schedule.

“No matter how the weather has affected the school, 
students will just have to do the best they can to work 
around the issues Mother Nature has brought us.”

“ Things happen in life and we just 
have to move along.”

—Tom Hedglen

SucceSS in college and life ProfeSSor

both locations
“I have known Governor 

Mary Fallin for 15 years,” he 
said. “I first met her when I first 
came to Oklahoma in 1995.”

While employed at the 
American Fidelity Foundation, 
Lopez said, he spent most of his 
time managing the develop-
ment of the companies’ pri-
orities and giving away money. 

He said most of the money 
went to education.

 President Paul Sechrist said 
Lopez deserves the appoint-
ment.

“I can think of no other per-
son more qualified for this im-
portant position as Oklahoma 

 Photo courtesY Dave loPez 

seeks to increase business and 
employment opportunities in 
the state,” Sechrist said. 

 “His service as Secretary of 
Commerce is definitely good 
for Oklahoma.”

Sechrist said he regrets that 
Lopez will have to resign from 
his regent position, but said 
he knows Lopez will always 
remain a loyal friend to OCCC. 

Lopez agrees.
“I really enjoyed my experi-

ences as a Regent at OCCC,” 
he said. 

“I am hopeful in my new po-
sition that I will be able to keep 
some of the students that are 
attending OCCC in Oklahoma 
and employed.

For more information, visit 
www.okcommerce.gov or 
www.ok.gov/governor.

HOLLY DAVIS WALKER
Community Writer
communitywriter@occc.edu

A free debate open to the public will allow participants 
to consider their positions on separation of church and 
state — the distance between organized religion and the 
governmental entity.

Americans United for Separation of Church and State is 
a non-partisan educational organization that promotes the 
separation of church and state as the only way to ensure 
religious freedom for all Americans, according to their 
website.

The organization bases its mission statement on the First 
Amendment’s religious clauses.

Americans United has invited Bruce Prescott to argue the 
affirmative position and Steve Kern to argue the negative.

The speakers will argue their main points and give at-
tendees the opportunity to express their own position.

There also will be a time after the debate for questions 
and answers from the audience.

This debate is scheduled from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 24, in rooms CU2 and CU3 in the College Union.  

For more information about the upcoming debate, con-
tact Jim Huff at jah30@cox.net or Mike Fuller at mf12@
sbcglobal.net. 

The Americans United website can be viewed at www.
au.org for more information on the organization itself.

First Amendment 
debate planned

World Language Lab presents:
“Japanese Workplace Culture”

12:10 to 12:40 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 23
World Languages and Culture Center
Second floor of the Main Building

Questions? 
Comments? 

Contact Joey 
at editor@
occc.edu 
or call 

405-682-1611, 
ext. 7409.
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Office helps students overcome challenges

Students encouraged to apply for Honors Program

HOLLY DAVIS WALKER
Community Writer
communitywriter@occc.edu

Students encountering chal-
lenges as they begin or con-
tinue their education at OCCC 
may not fully realize the range 
of support services available 
to help them overcome these 
challenges. 

The Student Support Ser-
vices office, located in the 
Main Building, offers mental 
health counseling, disability 
accommodations and a learn-
ing support specialist. 

The TRiO office near the 
Bursar’s office, offers many of 
these services to first-genera-
tion or low-income students 
or students with disabilities. 

Students have to be accepted 
into TRiO to get help.

There also is a mental health 
counselor available for stu-
dents to talk to from 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. in the Student Support 
office.

“It’s someone to talk to,” said 
Pat Stowe, Student Support 
Services director. 

“They will continue to see 
you as long as you’re here. 

“It’s not long-term counsel-
ing. If you need that, they’re 

ERIN PEDEN
Staff Writer
staffwriter2@occc.edu

 
Students looking for 

a challenge as well as a 
deeper understanding 
of course material are 
encouraged to apply for 
OCCC’s Honor Program 
said Nina Smith, English 
professor and Honors 
Program coordinator. 

Applications are taken 
all semester but students 
are generally encouraged 
to get them in by the 
fourth week in a 16-week 
semester and the second 
in an eight-week semes-

ter to allow maximum 
time for the student to 
fulfill the requirements of 
the program, Smith said.

To be eligible for the 
honors program, stu-
dents must have a com-
posite score of 22 or 
higher on the ACT or 
have a 3.5 cumulative 
GPA.

In addition, Smith said, 
students must have at 
least 30 remaining hours 
of college work before 
their degree is complete.

She said after students 
have been approved for 
the program, students 
will pick a class they have 

a particular interest in, 
and work with the in-
structor to form a project 
that will be both chal-
lenging and meaningful.

These range from proj-
ects about art in architec-
ture to photographing 
and writing a research 

STUDENTS SUPPORT SERVICES OFFERS MANY DIFFERENT ACCOMMODATIONS

THOSE WITH CUMULATIVE GPA OF 3.5 OR ABOVE ARE ELIGIBLE 

paper on rocks for geol-
ogy, Smith said.

The goal is to find a 
project that expresses a 
student’s interest in a cer-
tain subject in a creative 
but academic manner, 
she said.

Smith said being in 

“ We have a lot of different 
accommodations based on what 

people need.”
—PaT STowe

direcTor of STudenT SuPPorT ServiceS

“  Being in the program will look 
very good on job applications. 

Employers will see that the person 
has put in the extra time and effort 

to do something challenging.”
—nina SmiTH

HonorS Program coordinaTor

the program also has its 
benefits for their future.

 “Being in the program 
will look very good on job 
applications,” she said. 

“Employers will see 
that the person has put 
in the extra time and 
effort to do something 
challenging.”

Students must earn a 
minimum of 15 credit 
hours with honors and 
receive a grade of A or B 
to complete the program. 

Those who earn an 
honors degree will re-
ceive recognition by 
being supplied a special 
honors stole to wear at 

commencement as well 
as being recognized at the 
spring awards assembly.

 Honors classes will 
also be noted on the stu-
dents’ official transcript. 

There is no penalty 
for dropping an honors 
course.

“The opportunity is 
there,” Smith said. “All 
students need to do is 
take it.”

To learn more about 
the honors program, or  
to fill out an applica-
tion, contact Smith at 
405-682-1611, ext. 7141, 
or visit www.occc.edu/
honors/index.

going to try to hook 
you up with com-
munity resources.

“It’s good to know 
[students] have a 
safe place to check 
in and talk about 
those issues that 
happened today, 
right now, that are upsetting 
them.”

Approximately 200 students 
also are helped in class with 
accommodations for their 
physical, mental and learning 
disabilities. 

“We have a lot of different 
accommodations based on 
what people need,” Stowe said. 

There is a full-time American 
Sign Language interpreter who 
goes to class with deaf students 
to translate what the instruc-
tor says. 

There also is a full-time 
captioner who captions videos 
shown in class as well as class 
lectures and discussions for 
hard-of-hearing students who 
don’t know ASL, Stowe said.

Other accommodations in-
clude screen-readers that help 
vision-impaired students by 
turning their texts into audio.

Mary Turner, Learning Sup-
port specialist, visits classes 

like the Success in College and 
Life course to inform students 
about the availability of these 
services and more. 

Turner also receives referrals 
from faculty through an auto-
mated retention alert system. 

Faculty can e-mail Turner 
about students they are con-
cerned about regarding their 
attendance or if they’re strug-
gling. 

This usually happens after 
the instructor has made at-
tempts themselves, Stowe said. 

“She talks to students about 
critical thinking skills, about 
understanding objective tests,” 
she said. 

“It kind of depends on the 
subject they’re struggling in.

“She can help you think 
about how to think,” Stowe 
said. 

“She doesn’t tutor, but she 
can certainly point you in the 
right directions for the tutor-
ing you need.”

TRiO is in the 
same hallway as the 
Bursar’s office. That 
office is supported 
by a federal grant 
and offers many of 
the same services 
as Student Support 
Services, but to a 

smaller audience.
Karolyn Chowning, TRiO 

Grant Programs director, 
said TRiO serves 160 current 
OCCC students. 

“Students can qualify by 
being first generation, low 
income or disabled,” she said. 

First-generation students are 
defined as those whose par-
ents have not graduated with 
a bachelor’s degree when the 
student graduates high school, 
Chowning said.

TRiO accepts applications 
for the fall during the spring 
semester, she said. They are tak-
ing applications now through 
April for the fall 2011 semester. 

Chowning said the applica-
tions are pretty straightfor-
ward. 

Students are invited to come 
in for an interview as part of 
the selection process. 

All applications are reviewed 
at the same time.

“Our biggest selling point 
for why a student should be a 
TRiO student is that we offer 
one-on-one tutoring,” she said. 

Chowning said the most 
popular subjects for tutoring 
are math and science, but tutors 
can be hired for any subject a 
student needs help in.

TRiO also offers two part-
time learning support spe-
cialists that are available for 
drop-in tutoring, among other 
things, she said. 

Students also can learn about 
community resources available 
outside the college. 

The wall outside the Student 
Support Services office has 
information on student health 
insurance, wellness and more. 

This same information can 
be found online at www.occc.
edu/support. 

Students can call the Student 
Support Services office Mon-
day through Friday at 405-682-
7520 to make an appointment 
with a counselor or learning 
specialist.

TRiO can be found online at 
www.occc.edu/trio or reached 
Monday thru Friday at 405-
682-7865. 

For more information, visit 
www.occc.edu.
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After almost four decades, prof says goodbye
STEVE KAMM HAS LIVED HIS LIFE ON HIS TERMS

SHOW TO FEATURE MUSIC THROUGH THE AGES

Dallas Brass to make debut March 1

JACOB CHAMBERS
Sports Writer
sportswriter@occc.edu

Before he found a job he 
liked enough to stay with for 39 
years, Physics Professor Steven 
Kamm worked his way through 
a variety of positions — cutting 
lawns, cleaning pools, working 
in a camera shop, a dry clean-
ers, and while in college, he 
worked for Douglas Aircraft as 
an errand boy, then eventually 
as a draftsman.

Kamm also earned a bach-
elor’s degree in engineering at 
University of California, Los 
Angeles, and a master’s degree 
in Ergonomics at the Univer-
sity of London. In addition, 
he completed all the necessary 
coursework for a doctorate at 
the University of Oklahoma, 
but didn’t complete the degree.

Born in Santa Monica, Calif. 
in 1944, Kamm said he has 
done a great deal of traveling 
in his 66 years.

“I spent four years as an 
Officer in the U.S. Air Force, 
where I earned the rank of 

captain, and spent 
time in Vietnam and 
London.”

While stationed in 
London, Kamm said, 
he chose to take a 
European discharge, 
rather than return 
to the states imme-
diately. 

He said his tourist visa was 
about to run out when an Eng-
lish friend requested he apply 
to the University of London.

Kamm said he thinks the 
University of London wanted 
international students and his 
educational background and 
experiences were deemed sat-
isfactory enough to allow his 
acceptance.

After completing his master’s 
degree in London, he decided 
it was time to return to the U.S.

“In 1972, returning to the 

USA after several years over-
seas, I stopped in [Oklahoma 
City] to visit friends. When 
asked what I would do with 
my life, I said I would probably 
return to California and work 
for the health department. For 
a reason which still escapes 
me, I added, ‘But, I would like 
to try teaching,?’” Kamm said.  

He said a friend told him 
about a new junior college in 
south [Oklahoma City]. 

He interviewed for a teach-
ing position and impressed the 
people who were interviewing 
him with his master’s degree 
from another country. 

“It was then I found my call-
ing,” Kamm said.

Early in his teaching career, 
Kamm said, he developed 
and taught courses in physi-
cal science, college physics, 
engineering physics, computer 
programming, engineering 
and algebra.

Kamm said as more teachers 
began to be hired, he started to 
specialize in college physics, 
and physical science.

“My interest in the relation-
ship between medicine and 
physics led to this specializa-
tion, as well as to becoming 
a faculty adviser for our Pre-
Allied Health majors and a 
faculty sponsor of the OCCC 
Health Professions Club,” he 
said.

Kamm also taught one se-
mester at Central State Univer-
sity, he said, and at universities 
abroad.

“I have been accepted three 
times as a Fulbright Exchange 
Teacher,” he said. “In each 
instance, I spent a year living 
and teaching in the United 
Kingdom.

“The first exchange was 
to north Wales, the next to 
Cambridgeshire, and the last to 

southern Yorkshire.”
Kamm said he has 

lived a very fulfilling 
life that included 
the honor of meet-
ing John F. Kennedy 
when he was a presi-
dential candidate. 

Kamm said he had 
missions flying over Vietnam, 
and once drove alone across 
the Soviet Union.  

One thing he said rates high 
on his list of accomplishments 
is riding a camel across Egypt 
to the Great Pyramids.

“As I grow older, family and 
friends become more impor-
tant, he said. “So I would put 
the birth of my grandson as 
the most exciting in my life.” 

Kamm said he has visited 
more than 36 countries on five 
different continents.

He said he does not have a 
bucket list of things he wants 
to do before his time on Earth 
is complete, but would like to 
visit the Great Wall of China, 
Machu Picchu in Peru, and 
spend some time in New Jersey 
with his sister Barbara. 

“Mostly, however, I want 
to enjoy my grandchildren 
as they grow into adulthood,” 
Kamm said.

When asked if he would like 
to go back to any part of his life, 
he replied, “No, thank you. I 
really don’t have any desire to 
go back. 

“If you lead your life as fully 
as possible, what is there to go 
back for?”

Kamm said he is an avid 
genealogist. After he retires he 
plans to continue developing 
a history for each branch of 
his family. 

“I suppose anyone who 
reaches the age of 60 begins 
to think about retirement,” 
he said.  

“I’ll soon turn 67 and com-
plete my 39th year in the class-
room. So, it’s time to pass the 
torch and let younger faculty 
take my place.”

Kamm said his moral code 
is, “if you can’t tell your mother 
about it, you shouldn’t be do-
ing it.”   

rachel morrison/Pioneer

Steve Kamm

“ I’ll soon turn 67 and complete 
my 39th year in the classroom. So, 
it’s time to pass the torch and let 
younger faculty take my place”

—STeve Kamm

occc PHySicS ProfeSSor

ERIN PEDEN
Staff Writer
staffwriter2@occc.edu

Dallas Brass, one of Ameri-
ca’s premier brass and percus-
sion ensembles, will perform 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 1 at 
Westmoore High School, at 
12613 South Western. 

The performance is part of 
OCCC’s Cultural Arts Series 
which provides concerts for 
students and the community, 
said Lemuel Bardeguez, Cul-
tural Arts Director. 

The group, which tours 
professionally, features music 
through the ages, from classical 
to popular.

The Dallas Brass also will 
hold a clinic with the West-
moore High School band and 
perform select pieces with 
them at the concert.

“One of the missions of the 
Dallas Brass is to provide music 
education for kids,” Bardeguez 
said. “What they do is come to 
the school and do a clinic for 
the band. In addition to the 

clinic, they rehearse with the 
band and incorporate them 
into two of their numbers for 
the production.”

Bardeguez said he encour-
ages everyone to attend the  
one-of-a-kind performance. 

“It’s a great evening of enter-
tainment and it’s fun for the 
entire family,” he said. 

“It’s the kind of show that will 
appeal to people who want to 
bring their families and kids 
that enjoy music, so it has 
something for everybody.”

Videos of the group per-
forming can be found on www.
youtube.com. 

Tickets for the performance 
can be bought online at www.
occc.edu/cas or through the 
college. General admission is 
$24.50. Students and children 
are $12.50. Seniors and OCCC 
employees are $19.50. 

For more information on 
Dallas Brass or the Cultural 
Arts Series, contact Barduguez 
at lbardeguez@occc.edu or call 
405-682-7576.
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Students receive broadcasting awards for projects

Tulsa race riots are unfortunate part of state history 

JEREMY CLOUD
Senior Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu

Seven students from OCCC 
received awards in various 
categories from the Oklahoma 
Broadcasting Education As-
sociation.

Brandt Warner, Drew Stone, 
and Owen Pickard took home 
second-place awards while 
Matthew Coffey, Chavon Mc-
Millian, Casey Akard and Bon-
nie Campo each placed third.

Gwin Faulconer-Lippert, 
broadcasting professor, said 
the projects submitted to the 
OBEA are class projects.

“When I’m choosing the 
candidates for audio submis-
sions, I listen to and review all 
the projects from the past year. 

“I take into consideration 
the category the project will 
be entered in, the quality, 

CHRISTY JOHNSON
Staff Writer
staffwriter3@occc.edu

Hundreds of prominent 
African-American business 
and property owners thrived 
in the city of Tulsa in 1921.

The Greenwood district — 
known as little Africa or Black 
Wall Street — is where many 
African-Americans lived out 
what most people would view 
as the American dream.  

That is, until May 31 when an 
event triggered one of the most 
tragic moments in Oklahoma 
history.  

According to the Oklahoma 
Historical Society, the Tulsa 
Race Riots stemmed from a 
rape allegation made by a white 
woman Sarah Page. Page, an 
elevator operator said she  been 
raped by Dick Rowland, a black 
shoe shiner, in broad daylight 
on a public elevator.

It was reported in many 
archives about the riots that 
rising tensions already existed 

SEVEN OCCC STUDENTS WIN AWARDS

REMEMBERING THE WORST ACT OF RACIAL VIOLENCE IN OKLAHOMA HISTORY

and how cre-
ative the project 
is. Then I pick 
the top three 
for each cat-
egory and enter 
those.”

Rick Allen 
Lippert, broad-
casting  pro-
fessor, said he 
uses a similar 
process to de-
termine which 
video projects 
to submit.

“I keep a copy of every 
student project, and the ones 
I think have a possibility of 
placing, I enter. 

“If I don’t think a project has 
a chance of winning, I won’t 
enter it.”

Campo, a broadcasting 
major who placed third for a 
podcast, said she’s grateful to 

both professors for the effort 
they make for their students 

“It’s $10 per entry and she 
enters 10 students as does her 
husband Rick Lippert. 

“I think it’s amazing these 
professors … are going out of 
their way and spending $200 
to make sure their students 
are receiving the [credit] they 
deserve.”

Campo said 
she’s  e xc i te d 
to receive the 
award.

“It opens up 
doors for me, and 
creates opportu-
nities for me to 
enter in scholar-
ships. 

“And it gives 
me a sense of 
validation that 
what I’m doing 
matters…”

Akard, broadcasting ma-
jor, who won third place for 
her commercial “Doggone 
Funeral Home,” said she also 
feels honored to have received 
the award.

“I feel very fortunate to have 
had the education and guid-
ance from my instructors to 
have been able to complete 
the project in a way that would 

help me win.”
Faulconer-Lippert said the 

OBEA awards are as important 
to the broadcasting commu-
nity as the students.

“These awards are actu-
ally judged by broadcasting 
professionals, people that are 
doing the work every day in 
the trenches. 

“I always feel excited because 
it shows them what students 
are doing in classes today and 
how talented they are.”

Lippert said he feels proud 
when his students win  awards.

“Our students are  compet-
ing against university students 
from all over the state,” he said. 

“So when any of my students 
takes a first, second or even 
third place, that means they 
beat out someone, or many 
someones, from a university. 

“So I’m always exceptionally 
tickled.”

in the area due to many of the 
blacks there being financially 
stable while many of the whites 
struggled. 

Reports of a white woman 
being raped by a black man 
added fuel to that fire.

Homes, businesses and bod-
ies were burned. People were 
dragged out of their homes, 
beaten and killed. 

Many unarmed black men, 
women and children were shot. 
Some were hanged. 

There were even reports of 
a bomb being dropped from 
the air.

According to a report filed 
by the Oklahoma Commission 
to Study the Tulsa Race Riot 
of 1921, after the riots were 
over many blacks were sent to 
detention camps.

A number of blacks were 
denied medical attention and 
died. Some of the dead were 
placed in mass graves. 

Many of the African-Amer-
icans who died on this day 
had little or no identification, 

leading to them being buried 
in unmarked graves.

The Commission report 
states that damages were es-
timated at $1.5 million. More 
than $4 million in claims were 
filed but all were denied. 

Later, two claims were re-
ported being paid in the sum 
of $5,000 total.

Reparations were never 
made to the black community 
for property or damages. 

History Professor Ron Gray 
said the Tulsa Race Riots were 
the worst incident of racial 
violence in American History. 

“An entire African-Amer-
ican community was burned 
down to the ground,” he said.

Gray said the Ku Klux Klan 
was very powerful in Okla-
homa during that time. 

“Due some racial attitudes 
in Oklahoma during that time, 
it was not surprising that no 
whites were ever sent to prison 
for the deaths,” he said.

“Most of the blacks had to 
live through the winter months 

in tents because their homes 
had been destroyed.”

Daniel Davis, a graphics art 
major at OCCC, said he was 
unaware of the riots.

“I am not from Oklahoma 
but I have been living here for 
many years and did not know 
that this had happened,” he 
said. 

“I am outraged.”
To this day the many reports 

on how many people died are 
conflicting. Reports range 
from 39 to 300 with the major-
ity of the dead being African-

American.
It is hard to say what hap-

pened to Dick Rowland after 
the riots. Some reports say he 
was released the next day and 
then left Oklahoma. 

Page was said to have sent a 
letter to the court stating that 
Rowland never attacked her.

For more information on 
the Tulsa Race Riots or to 
download a free copy of the 
report done by the Oklahoma 
Commission to Study the Tulsa 
Race Riots of 1921, visit www.
okhistory.org. 

Bonnie Campo and Casey Akard are two of seven 
students who placed in a recent broadcasting competition. 

(courtesY DePartment of sPecial collections, 
mcfarlin librarY, universitY of tulsa).



• Feb. 23: Circuit Training 
Level 2 for Men and Women 
meeting at noon in the OCCC 
Gym. Classes are Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, running from 
March 1 through March 31. 
For more information call the 
Wellness Center at  405-682-
1611, ext. 7310.

• March 1: Basketball Hot 
Shots Challenge for Men and 
Women meeting at noon in 
the OCCC Gym. Event takes 
place March 4 at the OCCC 
Gym in the Wellness Cen-
ter. Register online at www.
imleagues.com/Schools/
OCCC/Registration. For 
more information contact the 
Wellness Center at 405-682-
1611, ext. 7310. 

• March 3: Badminton Co-
Rec team meeting at noon in 
the OCCC Gym. Event takes 
place March 25 through April 
29. Register online at www.
imleagues.com/Schools/
OCCC/Registration. For 
more information contact the 
Wellness Center at 405-682-
1611, ext. 7310.
 
• March 23: Softball CoRec 
team meeting at noon in the 
OCCC Gym. Games will be 
held at Oklahoma City Uni-
versity starting April 9. Regis-
ter online at www.imleagues.
com/Schools/OCCC/Regis-
tration. For more information 
contact the Wellness Center 
at 405-682-1611, ext. 7310.
 
• March 30: Circuit Train-
ing Level 3 meeting at noon 
in the OCCC Gym. Classes 
are Tuesdays and Thursdays 
running April 5 through April 
28. Register online at www.
imleagues.com/Schools/
OCCC/Registration. For 
more information call the 
Wellness Center at  405-682-
1611, ext. 7310.

Intramural Basketball league still 
forming due to inclement weather

INTRAMURALS | SNOW AND ICE DELAY INTRAMURAL SPORTS LEAGUES

Special education teaching major Andrea Akins and nursing major Sara Alami stretch their muscles after a 
workout at OCCC’s wellness center. The Wellness Center is open to all students and community residents with a 
valid ID. For more information, visit www.occc.edu/RF/wellness.html.

Yasmin shirali/Pioneer

JACOB CHAMBERS
Sports Writer
sportswriter@occc.edu

It is not too late to sign up for intra-
mural basketball at OCCC, said Eric 
Watson, OCCC sports specialist.

Watson said his focus right now is to 
get the college’s basketball program up 
and running.

Many factors have led to the delay 
of the intramural basketball league, 
he said.

“We are contacting the basketball 
captains and informing them that we 
are in the process of allowing more 
time for teams to get enough players,” 
Watson said. 

He said the weather was a main con-
tributing factor to the slow formation 

of the basketball league.
Students wanting to play intramural 

basketball can go to www.imleagues.
com/Schools/OCCC/Registration to 
register and sign up as a free agent, or 
join an already existing team, Watson 
said.

Right now, Watson said, there are 
three teams available to join —  Make it 
Drizzle with six players, the Crusaders 
and In Dub See with two players each, 

according to the website.
Intramural basketball is not the 

only activity affected by the inclement 
weather, Watson said. 

He said the OCCC soccer team also 
was unable to form a team for the 
spring season.

Watson said there are not enough 
players to form a team.

He said the team will still practice 
and train during the spring and plan 
for the fall season.

The weather has pushed back team 
meetings for all other intramural sports 
as well, Watson said.

All students interested in intramurals 
soccer should go to www.imleagues.
com to register for the soccer team, or 
call soccer club coach K.B. Yeboah at 
405-255-7735.

Have sports news?
E-mailsportswriter@occc.edu

“ We are contacting the 
basketball captains and 
informing them that we 

are in the process … ”   
—eric waTSon

SPorTS SPecialiST

Stretching out
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Bill: College leaders vow to fight SB 858
Continued from page 1

Kern said a similar bill 
passed in Louisiana in 2008 
with strong bipartisan support 
and has never been challenged 
in court.

She said HB 1551 addresses 
problems relating to science 
education.  

“The First Amendment 
allows for open discussion,” 
Kern said. 

“Students cannot be ex-
pected to make well informed 
decisions if they’re only hear-
ing part of the story, 

Kern said HB 1551 provides 
an express statutory right to 
teachers who choose to ob-
jectively present the scientific 
strengths and weaknesses of 
scientific theories pertinent 
to the course without fear of 
any negative repercussion to 
their jobs. 

In an e-mail interview, 
Richard Broughton, assistant 
professor of Oklahoma Bio-
logical Survey and Department 
of Zoology  at the University 
of Oklahoma, said HB 1551 is 
unnecessary and confusing. 

Broughton said his views 
do not necessarily represent 
those at OU. 

“Teachers can already dis-
cuss scientific controversies 
in science classrooms,” he 
said. “What they cannot do is 
present social, political and re-
ligious controversies as if they 
were based in science.

“The science teachers of 
the state (Oklahoma Science 
Teachers Association) seem 

perfectly clear on what they can 
and should do in the classroom 
with respect to the established 
curriculum. 

“The reason some teach-
ers may be unsure of how to 
teach evolution, etc., is due to 
anti-science interference from 
some parents and members of 
the community.” 

Kern said HB 1551 covers a 
wide variety of topics and con-
troversial scientific theories. 

“The bill is needed because 
some teachers are unsure of the 
expectations and their rights 
as teachers concerning how 
they should present informa-
tion on controversial scientific 
topics, such as global warming, 
biological evolution, chemical 
evolution, and human cloning.  

“Making informed decisions 
requires having good informa-
tion. 

“Allowing the communica-
tion of one viewpoint or theory 
and claiming it’s the only view-
point is indoctrinating, not 
educating,” Kern said.

She said, at her urging, a 
teacher association took a poll 
of their members regarding 
HB 1551. 

“The vast majority of them 
like it because it gives them 
clarity about how to teach all 
of evolution.”

Kern sidestepped the topic 
of Michael Talkington, the for-
mer OCCC biology professor 
who was accused of allegedly 
teaching intelligent design in 
his biology courses.

However, OCCC biology 
faculty offered their perspec-
tive that evolutionary theory 
is central to the teaching of 
biology. 

Their position appears in a 
statement they issued on the 
National Center for Science 
Education website (ncseweb.
org). A portion of the state-
ment follows: 

“It is the position of the Bi-
ology Faculty of OCCC that 
[Evolutionary Theory] is a 
crucial component of life sci-
ence education. 

“While the College respects 
the right of individuals to hold 
personal or opposing views, 
the biology program will teach 
Evolutionary Theory as the 
central concept of modern 
biological science. 

“It is our intent that the ex-

HB 1551 as introduced in 
the Oklahoma Legislature: 

planatory power of this subject 
will contribute greatly to our 
students’ understanding of 
biology.”

On the topic of HB 1551, Vice 
President for Academic Affairs 
Felix Aquino, said legislation 
designed to advance science 
needs to be evidence based.

“Science is about evidence 
and explanation,” Aquino said.

“Remember, it’s scientific 
explanation and anything that 
can be backed up by science 
is fine.” 

“The curriculum is the cur-
riculum,” Aquino said. 

“We expect faculty to explain 
the phenomenon in terms of 
science,” he said. 

“So if it is about biology you 

Already a month into the 
semester, most students have 
attended only a handful of 
classes, because the college was 
closed a record number of six 
days, said Felix Aquino, vice 
president for academic affairs.

Chris Martin, 22, nursing 
student, said it’s great that 
OCCC is taking action and 
opening on Sunday.

“I know I’m behind in some 
classes and having the option to 
come in on a day off should be 
beneficial,” Martin said.

Another nursing student, 
Jenny Jansing, 21, said she 
thinks students should make 
use of the extended hours.

“I’m planning on taking 
advantage of the Sunday open-
ings,” Jansing said. 

“Some of my classes are of-
fering extra credit for attending 

so that’s going to really help 
me out.”

Students and faculty alike 
voiced their support for 
OCCC’s efforts to make up 
for lost class time.

Christine Peck, Math Lab 
supervisor, said members of 
her staff are happy to be open-
ing their doors to students and 
instructors.

“We’ll have plenty of staff for 
all math subjects and we will 

have calculator workshops as 
well,” Peck said.

Bethany Vanderschans, 24, 
a Communications Lab tutor, 
said these extended hours will 
be as important to instructors 
and tutors as it is to students.

“It will be good for employ-
ees to be able to make up some 
work hours they lost,” Vander-
schans said. 

The areas of the college that 
are going to open during the 

Sunday: College opening extra days to make up missed class time
Continued from page 1

have to discuss natural selec-
tion. Right now the best expla-
nation for biological diversity 
is natural selection.” 

Kern said HB 1551 does not 
authorize the teaching of cre-
ationism or intelligent design.  

“The bill expressly does not 
protect the teaching of religion, 
but only protects the teaching 
of scientific information.”  

She said HB 1551 bill does 
not require any change to the 
curriculum and topics like 
evolution will still be taught if 
this bill passes.

HB 1551 is scheduled to be 
heard in this session by the 
Oklahoma House of Represen-
tatives but as of press time, is 
yet to go before a committee. 

What are the differences in evolution 
and intelligent design?

Evolution: a theory that the various types of ani-
mals and plants have their origin in other preexisting 

types and that the distinguishable differences are due to 
modifications in successive generations.

Intelligent design: the theory that matter, 
the various forms of life, and the world 

were created by a designing intelligence.

two Sundays are the library, 
Testing Center, Accounting 
Lab, Biological Sciences Cen-
ter, Communications Lab, 
Student Computer Center, 
Math Lab, and Physical Sci-
ences Center, according to a 
memo from Sechrist.

The college will provide 
the necessary security, main-
tenance, and information 
technology during the Sunday 
openings. 

 

(In part) “An Act relating to schools; creating the Sci-
entific Education and Academic Freedom Act; providing 
short title; stating legislative findings; directing State Board 
of Education, district boards of education, and certain 
administrators to create certain environment within 
schools; permitting teachers to help students understand 
certain information about scientific theories; disallowing 
State Board of Education, district boards of education, and 
certain administrators from prohibiting teachers from 
helping students understand certain information about 
scientific theories; providing for evaluation of students 
based on understanding of course materials; prohibiting 
penalizing of students for holding certain position on 
scientific theories; prohibiting certain construction; di-
recting State Department of Education to provide certain 
notification; directing superintendents to disseminate 
certain information; providing for codification; providing 
an effective date; and declaring an emergency.”

(For the complete bill, visit, www.occc.edu/pioneer.) 



JEREMY CLOUD
Senior Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu 

Members of the student organization Advocates 
of Peace gave out free hugs Feb. 15 in the lobby of 
the Main Building.

“We’re trying to get people together, trying to show 
people that you don’t have to know each other to 
feel compassion for each other,” said Ivan Ponce De 
Leon, biology major.

Jorge Krzyzaniak, science major, said he believes 
reaching out to the people around you is the first way 
to advocate peace.

“You spread joy to the people you encounter and 
then they’re going to carry that on to the people they 
deal with for the rest of the day. They’ll make positive 
decisions that day. 

“If we could do this on the steps of the Capitol, life 
might be a little easier for everyone.”

Mike Wormley, journalism major, said the group 
is trying to spread general peace and kindness to 
humanity.

Campus club offers free hugs

“We’re just trying to let people know that there 
[are]options out there that don’t involve violence.”

Heather Nicole Poile, EMS major, said when people 
ask her why, she responds, “why not?”

“I think it’s important for people to believe in 
something that costs nothing,” Poile said.

For more information, visit http://occc.campus-
groups.com/advocatesofpeace.

Money Matters workshop
Students can attend a workshop that will 

teach attendees important financial skills for 
the future. The Banking workshop will take 
place at noon on Monday, Feb. 21, in CU1 
in the College Union. For more information, 
call Student Life at 405-682-7523 or stop by 
their office in the main building.

Brown Bag series-Eating Disorders
Attendees will learn about the dangers and 

signs of eating disorders in this workshop at 
12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 22, in CU1 of 
the College Union. Participants should bring 
their own lunch. Drinks are provided and 
attendees can register to win a Nintendo Wii 
and LCD TV. Contact Student Life at 405-
682-7523 or stop by their office in the Main 
Building for more information.

 
Career Power workshop

A workshop on being successful at job 
fairs will teach participants valuable tips 
on making positive lasting impressions at 
job fairs like the upcoming OCCC Spring 
Job Fair. Employment and Career Power 
workshops take place from 12:30 p.m. to 
1 p.m. on Wednesdays in room 1G7 of the 
Main Building. Contact Student Employment 
& Career Services for more information at 
405-682-7519 or employmentservices@
occc.edu.

Psychology Club/Psi Beta
A club meeting for the Psychology club 

and Psi Beta will be held at 12:30 p.m. in 
room 1H2 of the Main Building on Thursday, 
Feb. 24. 

OCCC Service Day
Students looking for an opportunity to 

volunteer their time to a worthy organization 
are invited to attend the Christmas 
Connection service day from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 28. Volunteers 
will meet on campus and ride in a van to the 
location. Contact Student Life at 405-682-
7523 or stop by the Student Life office in the 
Main Building to reserve a spot or for more 
details.

Money Matters-Funding College
Students can attend a workshop that will 

teach important financial skills for the future. 
The Funding College workshop will take 
place at noon on Monday, Feb. 21, in CU1 
in the College Union. For more information, 
call Student Life at 405-682-7523 or stop by 
their office in the main building

All Highlights are due Monday by 5 p.m.
 for inclusion in the next issue. 

Highlight forms can be picked up in 
the Pioneer office, located in 1F2 of 

tthe Arts and Humanities building, just 
inside Entry 2.

COMMUNITY | Advocates of Peace offer options to violence

If you have community news, contact Holly 
Davis Walker at communitywriter@occc.

edu or call  405-682-1611, ext. 7675

Hug it out

Physical therapy major Liana Schoonover gets a hug from Advocates of Peace member Mike Wormley, 
journalism major.

Yasmin shirali/Pioneer

“  You spread joy to the people you 
encounter and then they’re going 

to carry that on to the people they 
deal with for the rest of the day. 

They’ll make positive 
decisions that day.”

—Jorge KrzyzaniaK
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Pioneer classified advertising 
is free to all enrolled OCCC 
students and employees for 
any personal classified ad. 
Ad applications must be 
submitted with IDs supplied 
by 5 p.m. Mondays prior to 
the publication date. For more 
information, call the Ad Manager 
at 405-682-1611, ext. 7674, 
or e-mail adman@occc.edu.

ROOMMATE WANTED: 
Nice room to share close 
to OCCC, two-bedroom 
apartment, no pets, no 
smoking or alcohol, $400 
per month. Call Jaime at 
405-520-1262 or e-mail 
jaimecom@lycos.com.

FOR SALE: TI 84 & TI 
enspire keyboards, oper-
ating systems. Used for 
one semester. Manual, 
software. $50. Call: 405-
682-7804 or e-mail jatkin-
son@occc.edu.

ROOMMATE WANTED:     
Nice room to share close 
to OCCC, two-bedroom, 
pets allowed, no smoking 
or alcohol inside the apart-
ment, $250 per month. 
Call A.J. at 405-549-3398  
or e-mail olalekanjl@ya-
hoo.com. 

TUTORING OFFERED: 
Are you struggling in 
Chemistry or Math? Take 
a tutoring class with 
Nguyen. Call: Nguyen at 
918-850-5625 or e-mail 
nguyen.h.truong@email.
occc.edu

FOR SALE: No down 
payment, 3 bed, 1.5 bath, 
2 car, CH&A, Move in 
ready, spotless, close 
to OU and OCCC, 227 
S Bristow, Moore, OK. 
$87,500. Call: 405-364-
8555, 405-820-3630 or e-
mail cshutt1@cox.net.

NEED A RIDE: Looking 
for a ride from Norman to 
OCCC for Spring 2011.   
Willing to pay if anybody 
is interested. Call: Fatou-
mata at 405-474-1332 or 
e-mail fatoumatacisse@
email.occc.edu.

FOR SALE: Fresh-
man books for Business 
& Management major. 
Used  but in good shape 
and affordable price. Call: 
Ahmed at 405-996-0609 
or e-mail anth19@gmail.
com.

FOR SALE: Larousse 
student dictionary Eng-
lish-French for only $5.  
Useful for students. Few 
other books for Business 
major are also available. 
Call: Ahmed at 405-996-
0609 or e-mail anth19@
gmail.com.

Follow us online at 
www.occc.edu/pioneer

FOR SALE: Wooden 
highchair. Good condition. 
$10. OCCC ext 7674 or 
405-501-8777.

FOR SALE: 19” Sam-
sung television with re-
mote. Older model. Cable 
ready. Works well and has 
great  color. $40. Call: 405-
501-8777.

FOR SALE: Gently used 
power wheelchair in good 
condition. Works well and 
has a zero turn radius. 
Only $500. Call 405-682-
1611, ext. 7544, or 405-
364-6051.

CLASSIFIED ads 
are free to ALL 
OCCC students 
and employees
Call Cynthia at 

405-682-1611, ext. 
7674, for details

Assessments
10 & 24 Hour ADSAC

“DUI SCHOOL”
State-Certified

For Court & Drivers License Reinstatement

Call:  94-DRIVE (943-7483) 
AT&E, INC.: check us out at  www.okduischool.com

10-Hour Class- 
March 4, 5 & 6  F 5:30-8:45p, S/S 8:30a-12

OR March 7, 8 & 9  M/T/W 5:30-8:45pm
 24-Hour Class- Start anytime, call for times

Assessments- Call for appointment

NW OKC, 3160 N. Portland
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CLASSIFIEDS TODAY’S 
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‘The Trojan Women’ set for Feb. 24 through 26 
OCCC’S FIRST THEATER PRODUCTION OF THE SEASON IS A GREEK TRAGEDY

PRISCILLA COLLEY
News Writing Student  

Neither hell nor high water, 
or rather snowstorms and 
missed rehearsals can delay 
OCCC’s first theater produc-
tion of the season.

The Greek tragedy “The 
Trojan Women” will open in 
the Bruce Owen Theater at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 24, and run 
through Feb. 26. The theater 
is in the Arts and Humanities 
building.

Thursday night admission is 
free to all OCCC students and 
faculty. The admission price 
for the remaining shows is $5 
for students and $10 for the 
general public.

“‘The Trojan Women’ is an 
anti-war play which focuses 
on the aftermath of war and 
the atrocities perpetrated upon 
the victims of war,” said guest 
director Rachel Irick.

The playwright Euripides 
wanted his original audience 
to be confronted with the 
universal human emotions 
of grief, loss, and vengeance 
experienced by the people they 
defeated, Irick said.

“These people, the Trojans, 
were considered barbarians by 
the Greeks,” she said.

The play was written by 
Euripides in the classic era of 
Greek tragedy about 415 B.C. 

“I am passionate about Greek 
tragedy,” Irick said. “I love its 
scale physically and emotion-
ally and its pageantry.”

She said she finds the ritual 
aspect appealing.

“Although we don’t know 
exactly how these plays were 
performed in ancient Greece, 
we are attempting to honor 
the spirit of the text by using 
stylized, non-realistic move-
ment and masking the actors,” 
Irick said.

“The movement and stage 
pictures created in rehearsal 
are inspired by paintings 
from ancient Greece that have 
survived on pottery and other 
artifacts.”

After snowstorms halted 
rehearsal for almost two weeks, 

even a casual observer could 
see a determination to work 
hard in the tone of the cast 
and the director alike during 
practice Feb. 11.

Student Amanda Edwards 
plays Andromache, Hector’s 
loyal wife who is grieving 
her husband’s murder by the 
Greek hero Achilles. She sums 
up “The Trojan Women” in its 
most basic form.

“It’s about loss,” Edwards 
said. “It’s a look into the eyes 
of the conquered.”

Poseidon, the god of the 
sea, and narrator of the show, 
is played by Roderick Wright. 
He talked about what he called 
the “divine experience” of the 
theater.

He said that live theater gives 
much more than just entertain-
ment but also an experience, 
an escape from reality.

“It’s just plain entertaining … 
anyone looking to have a good 
time and be captivated by a 
story will not be disappointed,” 
Wright said.

Irick comes to the task of 
directing with experience that 
extends from Shakespeare to 
“Beowulf,” the stage adaptation 
of the oldest surviving epic 
poem in the English language.

In 2003 and 2005 the Okla-
homa Gazette newspaper 
named two productions di-
rected by Irick, “On the Verge 
of the Geography of Yearning” 
and “Jacob Marley’s Christmas 
Carol,” to their list of Top Five 
dramatic events in Oklahoma 
City.

This is Irick’s second produc-
tion to direct at OCCC, but 
she is an experienced director 
having directed about 25 pro-
ductions, plays, and musicals. 

She is an associate artistic 
director for Oklahoma City 
Theatre Company and has 
graduate degrees in theater 
from Oklahoma City Uni-
versity and the University of 
Oklahoma.

In addition to Edwards and 

Wright, the performers are 
Misty Red Elk as Hecuba, 
Rachael Barry as Cassandra, 
Courtni Beebe as Helen, 
Kacy Southerland as Athena, 
Philip Aken as Menelaus, Ga-
briel Pranter as Talthybius, and 
Richard Beavers as the guard.

The chorus of Trojan women 
is comprised of Rodonna 
Carter, Kayla Epperson, Em-
ily Germany, Cayla Hamby, 
Kelsey Ray, Amara Sawyer, 
Jamie Smith, Kayla Snyder, 
Shellie Sterling and Tiffany 
Tuggle.

For more information, con-
tact the Arts and Humanities 
department at 405-682-7558.

(L-R) Masked students Misty Red Elk, Gabriel Pranter, Kayla 
Snyder, Emily Germany and Shellie Sterling chant during 
rehearsal Feb. 14 in preparation for the upcoming play “Trojan 
Women.”  The play will run Feb. 24 through 26 at 7 p.m. in the 
Bruce Owen Theater.

rachel morrison/Pioneer
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