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Cultural Arts ‘10-11 season tickets discounted
CULTURAL PROGRAMS

JEREMY CLOUD
Staff Writer

Students and faculty who 
purchase tickets for the OCCC 
2010-2011 Cultural Arts Series 
can save a lot of money by buy-
ing them now, said Scott Tigert, 
Cultural Programs assistant. 

Until July 14, season tickets 
for the Cultural Arts Series are 
50 percent off, Tigert said.

The Cultural Programs office 
also is offering discounts for 
six- and four-ticket packages, 

he said.
Tigert said people can chose 

six performances and receive a 
25-percent discount, or they can 
pick four and get a 15-percent 
discount.

Single-showing tickets will be 
sold at full price.

Joseph Wright, nursing ma-
jor, said he would consider 
buying a ticket package.

Wright said he plans to bring 
his family to at least one perfor-
mance, and more if they enjoy it.

“My son and I are both fresh-
men here, and this is the family 
college,” Wright said. 

“I’d love to get the rest of my 
family up here doing some-
thing.”

The Cultural Arts Series 
features artists and performers 
from around the world, Tigert 
said.

The fall season features a 
world jazz and contemporary 
group, the longest-running 
“Phantom of the Opera,” Scot-
tish fiddle music and a Christ-
mas presentation.

The spring performances in-
clude a blend of Western music 
and storytelling, chamber-style 
classical music, a mix of big 
band and classical brass music, 
and a bluegrass group.

All performances will be held 
at 7 p.m. in the OCCC Bruce 
Owens Theater. 

Jennifer Pearsall/Pioneer

Pathways Middle College graduate Brenden Simonds investigates 
the many pockets of fellow graduate Isac Swift’s backpack recently 
in front of the OCCC Bookstore. Their grandmother and bookstore 
clerk, Pam Simonds, lent the oversized red backpack, a bookstore 
prop, to the pair. The backpack was spotted around the Main 
Building near the bookstore.

JUSTIN COMBS
Editor
editor@occc.edu

Starting in 2011, OCCC may have its own police depart-
ment and replace security guards with armed police officers 
said Jerry Steward, executive vice president.

Steward said his recommendation to President Paul Sechrist 
that the college transition to a police department was not 
prompted by a Feb. 26 incident, when a gunman was mistak-
enly thought to be on campus. 

However, he said, that incident did refocused the college’s 
attention on safety and security and may have affected the 
timing of the recommendation.

“I had been in discussions with Dr. [John] Boyd and the 
director of Safety and Security months before the incident on 
whether it was the right thing to do or not and what was the 
rationale for it,” Steward said.

Steward said his reasoning for the recommendation of 
implementing armed police officers is the college’s size.

“We have all of the issues here related to safety, security and 
crime that people have out in the community,” he said.

OCCC considers 
replacing security 
with police force

See SECURITY page 9

Cultural Arts Series
advance tickets
Season tickets
• General admission: $98
• Seniors, faculty, staff: $78
• Students, children: $50

6-ticket package
• General admission: $110.46
• Seniors, faculty, staff: 
$87.96
• Students, children: $56.46

4-ticket package
• General admission: $83.48
• Seniors, faculty, staff: 
$66.48
• Students, children: $42.48

Single-showing tickets
• General admission: $24.50
• Seniors, faculty, staff: $19.50
• Students, children: $12.50

*Source: www.occc.edu/cas
See ARTS page 9

Ticket packages 
available at discount 
until July 14  

Fit for learning



Mark Parisi/offthemark.com

Biblical intrusion 
at graduation

Last month, OCCC trampled all over students’ 
First Amendment rights to freedom of speech during 
the most recent graduation ceremony. 

At invocation, a prayer invoking God’s presence was 
given to the eager graduates 
and audience by OCCC Regent 
Member Teresa Moisant.

The First Amendment refers 
to the separation of church and 
state. Since OCCC is a state 
institution, religion should 
have been separated from the 
commencement. 

Yet, the college didn’t seem 
to care that her words, and 
those endorsed by the college, 
could have been very offensive 
to students who were forced to 
listen to an invocation to God.

Included in those being forced to listen were 
international students, atheists, people who deny any 
supreme being, and the agnostic — people who are 
skeptical of the existence of God but do not profess 
atheism.

Clearly God was chosen over all else during the 
2010 graduation

OCCC President Paul Sechrist said the college, 
chose to allow the prayer because “OCCC has always 
included an invocation at its annual commencement 
exercises.”

The number of public institutions, such as OCCC, 
that continually disregard the First Amendment year 
after year are astounding.  And some are landing in 
legal trouble because of the choice.

At least one community college, South Orange 
Community College District in California, has 
been sued in federal courts for allowing prayer at 
graduation ceremonies.  

So, how can one graduation speaker be allowed 
to pray to one God when OCCC has four religious 
groups on campus or when so many students claim 
to have no faith at all? It’s simple. She shouldn’t have.

OCCC should end invocation all together and 
leave the expression of religion to the churches.

Mark Parisi/offthemark.com

Reserve the right 
to express beliefs

POINT/COUNTERPOINT| Prayer at commencement: Freedom of beliefs or subjection to dogma?

To the editor:
I feel that I must respond to the May 7 editorial 

concerning, among other things, GCOM lab hours.
It was the writer’s opinion that there were too few 

lab hours available to students to complete their work, 
and the $600 cost of the Photoshop software was cost-
prohibitive to students to purchase and install at home.

I have several suggestions that may be of help. Adobe 
CS4 is installed on all computers in Rooms 1C1 and 
1C2, and on several in the Visual and Performing Arts 
Center, Room 113. 

Students can check for lab schedules at occc.edu/
gcom/lab_classsched.htm. 

They can go to any of these three Macintosh labs to 
work on their GCOM coursework.

If these labs are not available, students can go to 
the Library. It also has Adobe CS4 and it does cross 
platform between PC and Macintosh.

To check its schedule, go to occc.edu/IT/scc.html.
GCOM had more lab hours scheduled this spring 

semester than we ever have before. They are far from 
sporadic, but often underutilized. 

The key to success by any student seems to be start-
ing early. When students have initiative, they will ask 
questions and voice concerns early on, then find and 
use any available lab.

—Cathy Bowman
Macintosh Computer Technician

YOUR VIEW | Campus labs underutilized

Lab hours available

 ETHAN
HENDRICKS

At the start of OCCC’s May graduation ceremony, 
Board of Regents member Teresa Moisant gave a 
prayer. The prayer was a simple prayer to bless the 
ceremony — a tradition at college ceremonies.

Some would argue that prayer violated the First 
Amendment and should not have been given. 

However, the prayer did not violate any Constitu-
tional clause or amendment. The reason for this is 
because the clause, separation of church and state, 
is not in the Constitution at all. 

The first amendment to the Constitution says, 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establish-
ment of a religion or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof …” 

Reading it without interpretation, the amendment 
does not mention a separation 
from religion.

Rather, this amendment was 
created to keep the United 
States from becoming another 
Europe where the Catholic 
church held sway and domi-
nance over the rulers. The 
country originators created 
this amendment to keep one 
religious group from having 
dominance and influence over 
the political scene of America.

The clause,“separation of 
church and state” rather comes 
from a Supreme court interpretation of a letter writ-
ten by Thomas Jefferson to the Danbury Baptists, a 
religious minority group, that was worried about the 
large number of Congregationalist politicians in the 
Connecticut government.

In the 1879 Reynolds vs U.S case, the Supreme 
Court examined Jefferson’s involvement with the 
first amendment and concluded that his interpreta-
tion was “almost an authoritative declaration of the 
meaning of church and state.”

However, no court ruling has applied this idea to 
one-time community college graduation addresses.   

As such, Moisant’s prayer did not violate the Con-
stitution nor did it violate a ruling by a court. 

JENNIFER
PEARSALL
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As we begin another summer term, it’s hard 
to believe that 2010 is nearly halfway over.  It 
seems like just last week, we were canceling 
classes due to ice.  Now we’re staking out plac-
es to keep cool. If you’ve never taken summer 
classes before, know that they move quickly.  
There is hardly time in the day to look up or 
take a breather. Assignments and tests and 
projects whiz by at double time. Your best de-
fense, then, is to have a good offense. Get off 
to a good start and just keep your momentum 
going.  

The college has tremendous resources that 
can help you along the way, but you must be 
aware of them and seek them out. Obvious-
ly, we have our learning labs and the library 
which are scattered all around the campus.  
The people, the technology, and other materi-
als in each area can help you reinforce what 
you’re learning in class. The thing is, you have 
to go there and ask for help. OCCC also pays 
for Smarthinking, an online real time tutorial 
program that can provide some relief when 
the campus is closed or you’re not able to be 
here.

If you’re taking an online class for the first 
time, it’s important that you log in and begin 
working on the first day of the semester.  There 
is usually at least an introductory assignment 
on the first day just to make sure that you’re 
able to log in and get started. If you’re not sure 
about how to do that, or if you experience 
technical difficulty, let us know right away.  
The clock never stops ticking.

Don’t forget that Student Support Services  
also provides a variety of support. If you have 
a documented disability and may need an ac-
commodation, come in and get that process 
started (Once the due date for a test or assign-
ment is past, you can’t go back and get an ac-
commodation for it).  

If you currently work with our office, be 
sure to get the necessary documentation to 
your professors. If you’re concerned that your 
academic skills are not up to par, or if you ex-
perience some difficulty in a class, come in 
to speak with the learning specialist to learn 
some strategies that might be effective for you. 

Lastly, if it feels as though life is beating 
you up, come see one of our licensed coun-
selors. Sometimes, just the process of sharing 
your problems with someone can be enough 
to give you a new perspective.  If necessary, 
you may be referred to resources in the com-
munity. Whatever your needs might be, we 
want to support you in your quest for success.     
Happy summer!

—Mary Turner
Learning Support Specialist

‘Prince of Persia’ delivers great 
quality acting and production

FILM REVIEW | A visual feast

A game beloved by 
millions has made the 
leap to the big screen. 
“Prince of Persia: The 
Sands of  Time” hit 
theaters May 28, and is 
an adaptation on par 
with the “Tomb Raider” 
and “Resident Evi l” 
movies.

For those new to the 
Persia story, it centers 
on the mystical Sands of 
Time, a force of nature 
created to wipe earth 
clean, which has the 
power to rewrite history 
or destroy the world. 

The movie focuses 
on the efforts of Prince 
Dastan (Jake Gyllenhaal) 
and Princess Tremina 
(Gemma Arterton) to 
protect the Dagger of 
Time, a weapon that 
allows the wielder to 
rewind one minute of 

time.
 The dagger is made 

even more powerful 
in that it is the key to 
unlocking the Sands, and 
thereby offers limitless 
power to anyone who 
holds it.

T h e  f i l m ,  w h i c h 
runs 116 minutes and 
is rated PG-13, all but 
explodes off the screen 
with stunning visual 
effects by Industrial 
Light and Magic, the 
effects company behind 
both Star Wars trilogies. 
From the gorgeously 
choreoraphed combat 
scenes,  to the huge 
variety of costumes and 
settings, the film is a 
visual feast. 

Also supporting the 
movie are high quality 
performances by all the 
actors. Jake Gyllenhaal 

portrays Dastan with 
warmth and depth, a 
rogue who is by turns 
serious and witty. 

The di f f icult  role 
of Tamina is carried 
off with resounding 
success  by  G emma 
Arterton, who manages 
to showcase Tamina’s 
gift for subterfuge and 
acting, while staying true 
to the character’s core 
personality. 

And Ben Kingsley 
turns in a fault less, 
believable performance 
as the Vizier/Nizam, 
never losing touch with 
the complex evil that is 
the character’s hallmark.

The only problem with 
“Prince” is that it tries to 
cover too much. 

The movie attempts 
to hit all the highlights 
of a trilogy of games. 

It  succeeds ,  but  in 
the process the plot 
jumps around a bit and 
introduces odd elements 
to stay true to the style 
and feel of the games, 
which can make the 
movie a little confusing.

Overall, “Prince of 
Persia: Sands of Time” 
i s  a  f as t ,  f un ,  and 
often hilarious action 
movie. The actors all 
deliver fully developed, 
beautiful performances, 
and the special effects are 
incredible.

Bottom line: whether 
you’re a fan of the games, 
or just going to see Jake 
Gyllenhaal shirtless and 
buff, “Prince of Persia” 
is a fun action romp, 
and well worth seeing.
Rating: B+

—Jeremy Cloud
Staff Writer

Utter disappointment found in ‘Sex’
FILM REVIEW | Better the first time around

Glamour returned to the big screen when “Sex and 
the City 2” hit theaters last Friday. 

“SATC” fans will appreciate the fashion but the 
rest of the world will want two and a 
half hours of their life back. The film is 
over indulgent, cheesy, and completely 
unrealistic. 

Sarah Jessica Parker and the rest of 
the “SATC” gang are dressed to the 
nines in this visually-appealing film.  

The story picks up where the first 
movie left off. Two years have passed 
since Carrie and Big finally made it 
down the aisle.  

Carrie finds herself doing what she 
does best — writing about her experiences in love 
and her idea of marital bliss.  

The honeymoon period is over and the couple 
find themselves dealing with everyday married life. 

Enter traditional, overly-analytical Carrie. 
Her fears about living a mundane life push her to 

accept her friend Samantha’s offer of a girl’s getaway 
and the women are jetted off to the Middle East to 
experience the trip of a lifetime.   

Courtesy of New Line Cinema

The men in “SATC 2” are ultra-masculine eye candy.
 The women glitter in the latest fashion, and the 

destinations are stylish and artfully designed. 
Unfortunately, style isn’t 

enough to carry the film’s flimsy 
storyline.

The four main characters are 
burdened with clunky punch 
lines, and the men in their lives 
are forced to react with sincerity.  

Parker does her best to keep 
the film real, but a lack of quality 
writing is dominated by grand 
scenes of  seven-star desert hotels 
and a wedding featuring Liza 

Minnelli as the main act.  
While the rest of the world is feeling the effects of 

a lagging economy, this film shows viewers exactly 
what they don’t have.

  It is time to shelve the botox and retire the “Sex 
and the City” franchise.

 Rating: D
—Jenifer Massey

Staff Writer
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BONNIE CAMPO
Staff Writer
clubreporter@occc.edu

Children in first through 
eighth grades are expected 
to learn sports, and get fitter 
and smarter this summer by 
participating in OCCC’s Sum-
mer Kids Camps.

OCCC is offering an afford-
able series of camps for chil-
dren June 7 through July 30.

The college is offering a 
Sports, Fit Kids, and Recre-
ational camp, directed by Eric 
Watson, Recreation and Fit-

Annual Kids Camps focuses on 
keeping learning process fun

ness Specialist.
“We will see about 25 to 30 

kids a week,” Watson said.
 Signup for both camps is the 

Thursday before the Monday 
the children are attending class, 
but exceptions can be made if 
class size is low that week.

“In the Sports camp we will 
teach basic fundamentals for 
basketball, tennis, golf and 
swimming,” he said. 

“Our Rec camp will include 
fieldtrips to places like the Zoo 
and Earlywine Park, and our 
Fit Kids Camp offers Zumba 
and Pilates,” he said. 

“But the most important 
thing is to keep the kids active.” 

Watson said the Sports and 
Recreation camp will run 8 
a.m. to noon Monday through 
Friday. 

The Fit Kids camp is 1 to 5 
p.m. Monday though Friday 
with lunch at noon to 1 p.m., 
he said.  

However, the week of July  
4 the camps will run Tuesday 
through Friday.

Athletic camps are $60 for a 
week of half-day participation .  

Rec. camp is $35 to $40 
for a week of half-day camp, 

Watson said.
He said he believes the im-

pact is huge for the children 
participating because they will 
not just be sitting around this 
summer.

Prices for the academic 
classes are $39 for a single class, 
and $99 for a full day of classes 
or a week of one particular 
class, said Brannon Dresel, 
coordinator of Community 
Outreach Education.

Children also can choose 
from a variety of non-athletic 
classes offered at the new Fam-
ily and Community Outreach 

NO MORE SITTING AROUND THE HOUSE

Center . Classes such as com-
puter, math, arts, and science, 
run 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Dresel said.

“Currently 1,500 spots are 
enrolled in 28 academic classes 
and children will take more 
than one class so we expect to 
see about 200 different kids,” 
Dresel said.

“The program is about 
providing experience, and 
building core values to be a 
leader in a safe environment,” 
Dresel said.

For more information con-
tact Watson at ewatson@occc.
edu or bdressel@occc.edu.

For children of working parents, we offer 
an Early Morning and After Camp Fun-
Time. Participants enrolled in classes or 
camps that begin at 8 a.m. and end at 5 

p.m. may enroll in both to be held in the 
gymnasium. Fee: $20/weekly

EARLY FUN-TIME: 
7 A.M. - 8 A.M.

AFTER FUN-TIME: 
5 P.M. - 6 P.M.
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DANNIEL PARKER
Staff Writer
staffwriter3@occc.edu

OCCC’s Community Out-
reach and Education office 
opened its doors at the Family 
and Community Education 
Center May 27 for an expo to 
showcase the classes and ser-
vices provided by the Outreach 
and Education staff. 

The center is housed in the 
former John Glenn Elemen-
tary School building, 6500 S. 
Land Ave.  

Outside, the building is old 
red brick. Inside, the halls 
are bare, beige on gray under 
fluorescent light. Soon the 
stark walls will be covered by 
the artworks of children, said 
Martin Ramirez, COE educa-
tion assistant.  

Brannon Dresel, Community 
Education coordinator said the 
staff is excited.

“Before, all of our classes 
were spread out in different 
locations, but now we have all 
of our staff under one roof.” 

The COE office offers classes 
ranging from ballroom dancing 
for adults to gardening for first 
graders, said Ramirez. 

“We offer a summer camp 
type program called College for 
Kids, which is $99 per week,” 
Ramirez said. “We also offer 

College opens new outreach, education center
some courses for free.” 

Free courses include English 
as a Second Language and 
classes to help adults earn their 
General Equivalency Diploma. 

The waiting list for GED and 
ESL classes is about 500 people 
long, said Jessica Martinez-
Brooks, COE director. The 
waiting period is five to six 
months, she said. 

Walking the hallways during 
the open house, one could hear 
an ambient squeal similar to 
that of an old air-conditioning 
system or a mice infestation.

Down a flight of stairs, 
nestled in the very back of the 
school, was one occupied class-
room, and from that room came 
the sound of African drums.

Deborah Goodhead pound-
ed away on a Djembe, an Afri-
can drum, to demonstrate the 
World Drumming class she 
teaches. 

Then Nick and Nate McKel-
lips, ages 8 and 6, ran into room 
grinning and began to produce 
a racket with assorted percus-
sion instruments. 

“It’s important to teach your 
kids music,” said Goodhead.

“What we are teaching our 
kids isn’t just how to play music. 
We are teaching them how to 
work together,” Goodhead said. 

She then cradled a uku-
lele and played the theme to 

“Sponge Bob Squarepants.”  
“It’s important to teach kids 

with games, because you have 
to reach kids where they are,” 
Goodhead said. “And usually 
where kids are is sitting in front 
of a videogame. We have to 
compete with that as teachers, 
so our classes have to be fun.” 

Carrie McKellips, the mother 
of Nick and Nate, said her boys 
are enrolled in classes every 
week day for the entire summer. 

“I’m impressed by what I’ve 
seen and I think it’ll be worth 
it,” McKellips said. “It’s a bit 
more money than having to 
hire a baby sitter. And this way 
I won’t have to deal with all their 
phone calls.”  

Then McKellips raised her 
voice as a warning.

“And if they get kicked out 
of this summer camp, they are 
going straight to boot camp,” 
she said. “I mean it.”

For more information, call 
405-682-7860 or 405-682-
7859, or visit www.occc.edu/
RF/SportsCamps.html. 

JENNIFER MASSEY
Staff Writer
staffwriter3@occc.edu

College students from all 
over the state, including 22 
from OCCC, will rub elbows 
with the elite members of Okla-
homa business and society as 
part of a summer internship 
with Greater Grads, said Debra 
Vaughn, Career and Employ-
ment Services director.

 The interns will attend lun-
cheons all over the city includ-
ing places such as the Skirvin 
Hotel, Ford Center and the 

Greater Grads interns ready to meet with ‘movers and shakers’
Cowboy Hall of Fame.

Vaughn said the goal of 
the Greater Grad internship 
program is to open doors for 
students and help them to 
make contacts. 

Greater Grads is sponsored 
by the Oklahoma City Cham-
ber of Commerce.

 “The idea for you is to net-
work with other college stu-
dents and businesses,” Vaughn 
said in her presentation to the 
group June 1 at the college.

 She said the program expos-
es successful college students 
to what they can expect in the 

world of business.
 With help from Judi McGee, 

Student Employment and 
Career Services coordinator, 
interns from OCCC were 
treated to a formal luncheon 
in the college union where they 
were given a short presentation 
about dining etiquette

 “You are going to be meeting 
with the movers and shakers 
in Oklahoma City,” McGee 
said during a presentation to 
the interns.

 More than 300 students from 
colleges and universities were 
recommended by professors 

in majors ranging from early 
childhood education and vi-
sual arts to business finance 
and advertising, Vaughn said.

In addition, known mem-
bers of Oklahoma City society 
will also attend the Greater 
Grads events.

In the past, Mayor Mick 
Cornett has attended, as well 
as CEO’s of major Oklahoma 
companies including Chesa-
peake and Devon Energy, 
Vaughn said.

Allison Phisaiwatn, English 
literature major and Greater 
Grad intern, said networking 

with people and meeting all of 
the other interns was what she 
most looked forward to.

 Zack Stevens, Entrepreneur-
ship major, agreed.

“I’m ready to meet some 
people,” Stevens said.

Chris Anthony, Graphic 
Communications major, said 
he will use the internship to 
find out what will be available 
in future job markets.

For more information about 
the Greater Grads program, 
contact Vaughn at dvaugh@
occc.edu or 405.682-1611, 
ext. 7362

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Jennifer Pearsall/Pioneer

Deborah Goodhead, College for Kids instructor, shows 
Colton Morris, 7,  how to play the cajon drum May 27 during 
the OCCC Community Outreach and Education open house 
at the Family and Community Education Center. Goodhead 
said the cajon drum is one of the many instruments she uses 
in her music classes.

“ I’m impressed 
by what I’ve seen 
and I think it’ll be 
worth it.

—Carrie McKellips

Mother
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Students are eligible for the Vice Presi-
dent’s Honor Roll by achieving a GPA of 3.5 
while carrying at least 12 hours. Part-time 
students are eligible if they have maintained 
a 3.5 GPA for two consecutive semesters.

Samuel Abasilikwu, Farah Abuobead, 
Darren Adair, Jennifer Adams, Andrea 
Adams, Danielle Adams, Adeola Adebayo, 
Leticia Aguirre, Juliana Akabua, Kelsey 
Akin, Rita Akubueze.

Mohamed Al Moutaa, Shahidul Alam, 
Alison Albright, David Aldrich, Lucia 
Alguindigue, Sada Alhamali, Bernice Ali, 
Chad Allison, Bobby Allison, Sarah Amin, 
Christy Amos.

 Nicholas Andersen, Melissa Anderson, 
Andrea Anderson, Carley Anderson, 
Summer Anderson, Julia Angala, Danielle 
Antonelli.

Lavanda Aponte, Jamila Asberry, The-
resa Ashley, Ruby Asif, Brandon Austin, 
Erica Bailey, Karen Baker, Dustin Baker, 
Victoria Ball.

Jon Terrell Ballard, Andrea Ballestero, 
Lauren Barbour, Shawn Barfield, Robert 
Barger, Heather Bartling, Shannon Barton, 
Alexandra Bass.

Jason Bass, William Bateman, Holly 
Bates, Kasi Battiest, Morgan Beard, 
Michelle Beasley, Darla Beck, Michelle 
Becker, Paden Beckwith, Laura Benge.

Julee Benson, Lynette Berry, La-Donna 
Berry, Susanna Berryman, Sierra Biagas, 
Darith Bierig, Dayla Bingham, Bonny 
Blackmon. 

Tyler Blaylock, Brandon Bleakley, 
Jennifer Boatsman, Carmen Bollinger, 
Mohammed Bombaywala, Sara Bonau, 
Dennis Bookout, Seirra Bowman, Charity 
Bowman Sallee, Lauren Boyd.

Tyler Boyd, Chelsea Bradford, Julianne 
Bragg, Amber Brake, Larissa Braker, Kevin 
Brannan, Logan Branscum, Nanna Braun, 
Barbara Briones.

James Brittain, Colleen Broms, Christo-
pher Brown, Rachel Brown, Alison Brown, 
Kelsie Brown, Joel Bryan, Robbert Bui, 
Stephen Buller.

Mark Burgess, Sabrina Burghardt, Wil-
liam Burnett, Tyler Burns, Brad Burris, 
Andrea Byerly, Barbara Cabral, Lawrence 
Cagle, Matthew Calalay.

Christopher Camacho, Caroline Camp, 
Joseph Camperson, Mia Cantu, Michelle 
Caraway, Theresa Carlton, Jennifer Carr, 
Kathrine Carra. 

Elizabeth Carreon, Andrew Carrick, 
Bailey Carter, Michael Casey, Scott Cash, 

More than 700 make Vice President’s Honor Roll
Travis Cass, Ana Castillo, Emmanuel 
Castro, Haley Cates. 

Rachel Cerny, Jeremy Chada, Ethan 
Chandler, Vinh Chau, Travis Cherry, 
Prakriti Chhatkuli, Jack Chinn, Tabitha 
Christie, Christina Clare.

Melanie Clark, Donovan Clayton, 
Raegan Clement, Jesse Cobb, Rosalina 
Cobble, Jessica Cody, Valerie Columbus, 
Bryan Compton, Natalie Conner. 

Tamara Cook, Candace Cook, Krys-
ten Cooper, Ryan Copeland, Osvaldo 
Covarrubias, Paul Cox, Karmen Creach, 
Helen Crisswell, Jeremy Crist. 

Michael Crook, Benjamin Crouch, 
John Crow, Kelsey Crowell, Tansey Crum, 
Frances Cruse, Edward Cunningham, 
Holly Cureton, John Curry.

Bethany Curry, Jonathan Curtin, 
Angela Curtis, Kimberly Curtis, Bethany 
Cutler, Luis Damazo Steve Damazo, Oanh 
Dang, Colby Daniels. 

Shaheryar Daudani, Kyler Daugherty, 
Corey Davis, Samantha Dawes, Charles 
Dawson, Christy De Lara, Kenia De Leon, 
Becky Dean, Paul Deason. 

Erin Demoss, Robert Derrick, Tanja 
Detwiler, Grant Di Rienzo, Christopher 
Dinges, Krystal Dinh, Chase Dixon, Vic-
toria Dixon, Christian Djipsu. 

Kevin Do, My Do, Christina Do, Tuyen 
Doan, Jan Dowlearn, Sean Doyle, Kary 
Dudley, Whitney Duncan, Tabatha Dunn, 
Justin Durham.

Michael Dyer, Jessica Eagle, Ella East-
erling, Michelle Ebbs, Tierney Eden, Dixie 
Ehlenfeldt, Jeremy Elkins, Rachel Elliott, 
Anthony Ellis.

 Ashley Ellis, Benjiman Ellis, Heather 
Ellis, Timothy Elsen, James Emswiler, Jeni 
Ensey, Chad Ernst, Melanie Espinosa, 
Christopher Estel, Yuli Evans.

Amanda Evans, Ijeoma Ezeokeke, 
Patrina Faircloth, Simeng Feng, Aerial 
Ferguson, Michelle Fisher, Matthew Fleck, 
Jennifer Fleischer.

Nicola Fleming, Shane Flewellen, 
Elizabeth Floresca, Yelitza Font-Ponce, 
Lori Ford, Anthony Foster, Rebecca Foster, 
Lauren Fountain, Kimberly Fox.

David Frantz, Amber Frantz, Chris-
topher Freeman, Joshua Frioux, Jordan 
Fuller, Allison Gaddy, Juan Galindo, 
Matthew Gallear, Eric Gamino.

John Gardner, Imelda Garner, Andrew 
Gasper, David Gattis, Sankalp Gautam, 
Bridgette Gaylord, Jane Geh, Tim Gentry, 
Curtiz Getz.

Calamity Gibbs, Joel Gifford, Rae’ann 

Gifford, Brian Gilbert, Mende Giles, Mark 
Gingrass, Pauline Giordano, Erika Glenn. 
Marissa Goddard-Farr.

Hosea Goenawan, Christopher Goines, 
Demitri Golden, Ruby Gomez, Fran-
cisca Gonzalez, Gabrielle Goodrich, Floyd 
Goodson, Christopher Gordon, Elizabeth 
Gorrell.

Lisa Graham, Ashley Graham-Smith, 
Candace Graves, Nathaniel Green, Casey  
Green, Kyle Gregory, Alisha Grisby, Angela 
Grissom, Lindsay Grummer, Brooklyn 
Gulbransen.

Celia Gunn-Zaboli, Chhatra Gurung, 
Jesus Guzman, Tawny Hacker, Brandon 
Haddad, Shawn Hagan, Seddik Halabi, 
Jamie Hall, Kelly Hall.

Eric Hallford, Kyle Hallmark, Johna-
than Hallum, Tarek Hamed, Kenneth 
Hammons, Julianne Hanger, Dylan Hanks, 
Michael Hannan, Lori Hansen.

Pamela Hardy, Deborah Harrigan, 
Andria Harris, Arlyssa Harris, Stephanie 
Harris, Jeremy Harris, Jonathan Harris, 
Christopher Harry.

Christopher Hartman, Margaret Hart-
man, Johnny Haxton, Samantha Hayes, 
Gerald Hayslip, Jenny Head, Stephanie 
Helman, Crystal Hendrix. 

Jake Henkes, Lara Hensley, Claudia 
Herrera, John Herrera, Angela Hester, 
Kimberly Heussner, Kevin Hickey, Jen-
nifer Hiehle, Jesse High, Barbara Higley.

Katie Hill, Tanner Hill, Jeramy Hill, 
Jerimy Hinnen, Mathew Hirsch, Bradley 
Holcomb, Joshua Hooten, Jae Hornbeak, 
James Houston.

Andrea Howard, Tiffany Howard, Paige 
Howell, Kearsten Howland, Amanda 
Hudson, Shayne Hudson, Holly Hudson, 
Noah Hughey. 

Sherry Hull, Kristina Hunter, Joshua 
Hutchinson, Kelley Hyde, Tryce Hyman, 
Jerrod Idleman, Ryan Irwin, Feruza Isa-
hodjaeva, Alan Jackson. 

Samantha Jackson, Leya Jacobson, 
Farzana Jahangir, Jared Jakubowski, Karl 
James, Kevin James, Wesley James, Adrian 
James, Jennifer James. 

Jenny Jansing, Matthew Jenkins, Chaz-
ten Jenkins, Brittany Jenson, Woochan 
Jeon, Teresa Johnson, April Johnson, 
Jordan Johnson, Tyler Johnson, Ryan 
Johnson, Natalee Johnson.

Tegan Jones, Gretchen Jones, Kylee 
Jones, Kaci Jonte, Deedra Jordan, Joel 
Joseph, Sarita Kc, Trevor Kelley.

 Siavahn Kellogg, Jessica Kemp, Kyle 
Kerr, Lana Ketcher, Nurgul Khaltai, Jack-
line Kiarie, Inkyum Kim, Sarah Kimmell, 
Deborah Kinslow.

Stephanie Kirk, Kevan Kiser, Douglas 
Kivumbi, Donna Kline, Willis Knight, 
Lauren Kollmorgen, Joshua Koonce, 
Michelle Korenblit. 

Christian Kosted, Kaylin Kovelda, 
Steven Kurdziel, Anna Kutz, Dylan 
Kuykendall, Christopher La Ponsie, Laura 
Labus, Rachelle Lagunes, Thierry Lando, 
Terence Lange.

Barbara Lansche, Sarah Lawrence, 
Trisha Lawrence, Thomas Lawson, Nieves 
Leahy, Johnathan Lee, Abigail Leonard, 
Lois Lichtenstein. 

Hung-Yen Lin, Kylie Lisle, Paul Lister, 
Micah Livingston, Joshua Loffland, Jarad 
Logsdon, Chris Love, David Low, Juan 
Luna, Jessica Lund.

Angela Lykins, Erica Lynn, Briana 
Lyon, Michael Lytle, Blanca Macias, Sa-
beena Maharjan, Timothy Malega, Manish 

Manandhar, Andrew Manyen.
Julian Manzo, Tony Marie, Kayla 

Markham, Kelsie Marshall, Natalie Mar-
tinez, Marcos Martinez, Naomi Martinez, 
Amanda Martinez, Magdalena Martinez, 
Sayra Martinez.

MacKenzie Martinez, Joel Mascote, 
Emily Matthews, Corey Matzkanin, Marie 
Mayer, Jessica Mayo, Caitlin McBride, 
Carri McCaleb.

Sandy McCartney, Jana McClarney, 
Daniel McClure, Marcus McClure, Jen-
nifer McClusky, Miles McCurtain, Patricia 
McDaniel, Kennyon McDougale. 

Alyssa McDowell, Nicholas McFar-
land, Jay McGrew, Cheryl McGuire, 
Heather McKerley, Katie McKinney, Peter 
McLemore, James McManus, Chavon 
McMillian, Jennie Means.

Amanda Meek, Frank Meigs, Octavio 
Mejia, John  Mellendorf, David Mercer, 
Mindy Merrell, Matthew Merrill, James 
Merriweather, Corri Meyers. 

Jay Michael, Scott Mikesell, Jason 
Milam, Daniel Milhan, Anthony Militar, 
Cassandra Miller, Christi Miller, Garold 
Miller, Whitney Miller, Kristi Miller, Mary 
Mings, Adam Mitchell.

Ashley Mobley, Tanner Mollman, Jenni-
fer Montgomery, Daniel Montoya, Jessica 
Moody, Zachery Moore, Alyson Moore, 
Joseph Moore, Tyler Moore.

Chelsea Moore, Angela Moran, Juan 
Moreno-Bernal, Waleta Morgan, Josh 
Morgan, Mickey Morgan, Tina Morris, 
Aaron Morris, Jason Morton, Gerald 
Mosley, Alexandria Mount.

Syeda Mukta, Gina Mullins, Elizabeth 
Muritu, Asaba Murray, Mikala Mutchler, 
Amber Myers, Krystal Nall, Roxanna 
Namjou-Khales, Veronica Nash, Sumaira 
Nawaz, Brittany Neely.

Micah Neighbors, Glenn Nelms, Jac-
queline Ngo Biheng, Tony Nguyen, Sandy 
Nguyen, Cuc Nguyen, Lam Nguyen, Nhu 
Nguyen, Tyler Nickles.

Saad Nmili, Jody Norris, Chase Not-
tingham, Abigail Nurick, Alisha O’Lague, 
Kelly Olson, Ahmed Omar, Thiago Om-
ena, Chukwuka Osuorji.

Vivian Otzoy-Rito, Jonathan Owens, 
Laran Pachchigar, Anayeli Paez, Anju 
Pandey, Celina Pang, Sundar Parajuli, 
Karen Parra, Robert Partovi.

Hannah Pastor, Akash Patel, Kenny Pat-
terson, Angelina Patterson, Kelsey Payne, 
Jennifer Pearsall, Joel Peer.

Shaina Penland, Karen Perea, Laura 
Perez, Teena Perry, Daniella Peters, Staci 
Peterson, MacKenzie Peterson.

Nathan Petts, Van Pham, Matthew 
Phillips, Cameron Phillips, Karen Pickens, 
Erin Pickering, Robin Pigg, Tania Pineda, 
Dallas Pirkle, Dana Pitt.

Kelli Potts, Sarah Powell, Margaret 
Pratcher, Heidi Presley, Ramey Price, Re-
becca Priddy, Ashley Prince, Joniel Prouty, 
Chelsea Pruitt, Jessica Pursell.

Maryam Rahimi, Diamond Ramirez, 
Orlando Ramirez, Nicki Rangel, Rojina 
Ranjit, Ayanna Rashidi, Saumita Rawal.

Grisha Rawal, Demyilo Ray, Jason 
Rector, Kaitlin Redman, Nathan Redman, 
Shannon Reynolds, Bryan Rich, Robert 
Richardson, Charlton Rigsby.

Bryan Rigsby, Steffanie Riley, Aaron 
Riley, Anisha Rimal, James Ringo, Stacey 
Rios, Michelle Rivera, Rachel Roberts, 
Andrew Robinson.

Mignon Rodriguez, Diane Rogers, 
Mia Rogers, Brandon Roll, Eden Rollins, 

Melissa Romero, Patrick Roof, David Rose, 
Lauren Rose, Kristie Rose.

Christina Rosebery, Lindsay Ross, Al-
lan Rowe, Tabatha Rubino, Ian Russell, 
Jennifer Russell, Amanda Russell, Jenny 
Sager, Ricardo Sanchez.

Axel Sanchez, Rigoberto Sanchez, 
Francisco Sanchez, Richard Sanchez, 
Laquana Sango, Lauren Satterlee, Amanda 
Sawyer, Michaela Scharlott, Cassidy Schat, 
Danyelle Schaub.

Karissa Schlickbernd, Rachael Schlit-
tler, Megan Schmidt, Lori Schornick, 
William Schultz, Joseph Schwab, Betty 
Schwartz, Julia Scott, Fatina Scott, Allison 
Scott, Heyle Scott.

Thomas Selzer, Alexis Selzler, Kritika 
Shakya, Pratik Shakya, John Shave, Can-
dice Shawareb, Kay Shearer.

Hillary Sheehan, Mae Shepard, Shan-
non Shepherd, Tina Shepherd, Gregory 
Shepherd, Lindsay Sherwood, Michelle 
Shores, Laura Short, Chanda Shrestha.

Aman Shrestha, Amit Shrestha, Chris-
topher Shumard, Shannon Silkworth, 
Christy Singletary, Liang Huan Situ, Aaron 
Smith, Deborah Smith.

Deborah Smith, Jamie Smith, Rochelle 
Smith, Sarah Smith, James Smith, Cyndi 
Smith, Misty Smith, Michael Southerland, 
Brittani Speegle.

Colleen Speidel, Theresa Stanley, David 
Steele, Nathan Steinman, Ashley Stephens, 
Gail Stephenson, Shellie Sterling, Zac 
Stevens, Justin Stevens.

Ryan Stewart, Amy Stiles, Drew Stone, 
Deann Stone, Larissa Stone, Darrell Stone, 
Dustin Stout, Michael Strauss, James 
Street, Laila Suja.

Michael Sullaway, Matthew Sullivan, 
Nima Tajbakhsh, Patric Tandra, Troy 
Taylor, Mary Taylor, Jacquelyn Taylor, 
Heath Taylor, Melissa Teague.

Garima Thapa, Amber Theriault, 
Tammy Thompson, Candace Thornton, 
David Thornton, Ryan Tigner, Karen Ting, 
Jarred Tipton, Vanessa Tores.

Vanessa Torres, Laura Torres, Maria 
Torres, Thao Tran, Thin Tran, Phuong-
Nha Tran, Ngoc Chau Tran, Thuy Tran. 

Thanh Tran, Uyen Tran, Chi Tran, Kim 
Tran, Wendy Trefethren, Naira Trolle, 
Laura Trombley, Adam Troutt, Karla Ude, 
Karina Valero.

Alicia Van Horn, Jose Vargas, Dan-
ny Varghese, Denise Varner, Chandy 
Vazquez, Abby Verbryck, Kristen Verser, 
Aaron Victor. 

Crystal Vidal, Victoria Waggoner, Mi-
chael Walker, Audrey Wall, Traci Walls, 
Jessica Walton, Tyson Wampler, Jessyca 
Wander, Li Wang. 

Eric Ward, Anita Ward, Brandon Wat-
son, Jade Webb, Mark Weidman, David 
Wendel, Tyler Whisenhunt, Kacey White, 
Elizabeth Whitehead.

Rachel Whitnah, Rebecca Whitson, 
Pamela Whittaker, Ashley Wiginton, 
Abigail Wilkerson, Alexandra Wilkes, 
Douglas Wilkes-Ball, Edward Wilkinson, 
Deborah Williams. 

Mechelle Williams, Melissa Willitzer, 
Alfred Wilmot, Mindy Wilson, Racheal 
Wilson, Jacqueline Wilson, John Win-
borne, Kendra Wiszt, Aliza Wolf. 

Shawna Wolfgram, Rhett Wood, 
Monica Woods, Darcie Woodson, Brooke 
Wright, Kyla Wright, Aykamar Wushur, 
Rebecca Yeaman, Easton Yellowfish. 

S. Michael Yontz, Jamie York, Kacie 
Young. 

I wish to 
commend all 

those being 
named to the Vice 
President’s honor 

roll. It is a major 
accomplishment of 
which all recipients 

can be proud.”
—Felix Aquino

OCCC Vice President 
for Academic Affairs

“
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Students are eligible for the Presi-
dent’s Honor Roll by achieving a GPA 
of 4.0 while carrying at least 12 hours. 
Part-time students are eligible if they 
have maintained a 4.0 GPA for two 
consecutive semesters.

Matthew Adair, Sharon Adams, 
David Addison, Gilley Aguilar, 
Sunbal Ahmad, Casey Akard, 
Oluwafemi Alademehin, Claudia 
Alamillo.

Mary Albright, David Alexander, 
Khalid Alzubi, David Amarquaye, 
Seanan Anderson, Tina Anderson, 
Sarah Antari.

Christopher Anthony, Natalie 
Arismendez, Verna  Ashalintubbi, 
Emmanuel Attah, Rhonda Audette, 
Justin Austin, Chancey Babb, Sunni 
Bailey, Allison Bailey.

David Baldwin, Taylor Barnett, 
Randall Baum, Andrew Beaulieu, 
Jana Beihl, Lisa Bell, Clois Bellah, 
Kaleb Belveal, Amy Bender, Jesse 
Benson.

Charlene Bentley, Sean Berno, 
Krishna Bhattarai, Ricky Birdwell, 
Johnny Blanco, Ronald Blevins, 
Paula Boatner, Jennifer Bohn, Bran-
don Bolt, Anthony Boon.

Brandon Brackett, Ronald Brad-
ley, Pamela Bradley, Caitlin Brasel, 
Rebecca Brayley, Ashley Bright, 
Christopher Brown, Joshua Brown, 
Taylor Brown.

Michael Bruce, Gail Brumley, 
Ethan Burchett, Brittney Byrd, 
Andres Calderon, Phillip Calfy, Re-
beccah Callaway, Ellen Campbell.

Dennis Camper, Nathan Cannon, 
Angelica Carbajal, Daniel Card, 
Ivan Caro, Sheri Carr, Manuel Car-
illo, Benjamin  Carson-Janusiewicz, 
Charla Casteel, 

June Castle, Mario Cervantes, 
James Chandler, Miles Chaney, Ho 
Joon Chang, Ali Arslan  Chaudahry, 
I-Chun Chen, Kathryne Childers, 
Cyndi Christopher, 

Lila Church, Ronald Ciancarelli, 
Amber Clark, Justin Clark, Melanie 
Clason, Debra Clayton, Teresa 
Clayton, Rebecca Clyma, Rachael 
Colbart, Melinda Collum.

Ryan Collvins, Christopher  
Conklin, Brenton  Conrad, Irving 
Contreras, Brett  Corlett, Joanna 
Couch, John Couture, Hannah Cox, 
Willie Cox.

Edvin Coyoy, Shae Cribbs, Mat-
thew  Crofford, Caitlin Cross, Tobra 
Crownover, Tina  Curtis, Susan 
Curtiss, Mitchell Czarneski, Joy-
ceDagenais, Jana Dake, Anh Dang.

Matthew Davidson, Melissa 
Davidson, Lisa Davis, Jennifer 
Davis, Jackie Dawes, Rebecka Day, 
Jonathan Decker, Ashley Deeds.

Annette Dillingham, Fabrice 

Students named to President’s Honor Roll
Dingbulla, Duc Dinh, Felecia Dix-
on, Sharla Dollins, Shanna Drach, 
David Drake, Julie Dunham, Kelsey 
Easley, Rachel Easley.

Paul  Eastland,  Corey  Edwards, 
Athena  Eggleston, Lindsey  Einer, 
Sarah  El-Fouly, Shams El Din El-
Fouly, Narjisse Elaoufir, Michelle 
Ellington, Sara Ely.

Christopher Engstrand, Ouiame  
Errahmouni, Kyle Espinosa, Brian  
Evans, Corey  Fair, Justin  Fancher, 
Pamela  Fields. 

Mary Fillmore, Jynet Finley, 
Ja’Mae Fitzgivens, Kaci Ford, Gil-
lian Foster, Emily Franklin, Carl 
Franklin, Micah Freeman, Amanda 
Freeman.

Anthony Frierson, Cheyenne  
Frizell, Heather Frost, Heather 
Fry, Katelynn Fry, Katrina Garcia, 
Christine Garlitz, James Gay, Jeena 
George, Rachel George.

Annalyn Gill, Madison Gillham, 
Brooke Gilson, Amber  Giordano, 
Monica  Gliva, Rebecca  Glover, 
Becky  Gomersall, Lorely Gomez, 
Stefanie Gonsalves.

Jessica  Gonzalez, Jennifer Good-
win, Alicia Goudeau, Dana Green, 
Kady Groh, Ashley Guthrie, Joshua  
Hacker, Jennifer  Haddock, Angela 
Haggard.

Andrew Hall, Sara Hamidi, Ken-
neth Hamilton, Christine Hamilton, 
Belinda Hand, Susan  Hanks, Sarah 
Hanks, Michelle Hanley, Justin 
Harden.

Michelle Harper, Bethany  Harp-
er, James Harris, Travis  Harris, 
Hannah Harrison, Daniel Harry, 
Erica Hastings, Bryan Hathaway, 
Patricia Hauck.

Kristin Haworth, Amber Hayes, 
Sean Henry, Nancy Hensley, Phillip 
Herman, Elsa Hermosillo, Patricia  
Hernandez, 

Shelley Herr, Adrian Herrera, 
Alicia Hibbard, Ami Hicks, Veron-
ika  Hight, Derek Hileman, Holly 
Hiles, Sarah Hill, Erica Hiltebeitel, 
Lauren  Hines.

Randall Hiyane, Khanh Ho, John-
ny Ho-Chau, Ronnie  Ho-Chau, 
Sandra Hodges, Veilvete Hood, 
Joann Hopkins, Brandy Houchin, 
Ryan Huffer. 

Jennifer Hughes, Jennifer  
Hughes, Melissa Hulsey, Daryl  
Imhof, Keith Immatty, Charles  
Ines, Jacob Ingram, Adam Jackson, 
Shawnda Jameson.

Theresa Jankowski, Daphne  
Jeffries, Lonnie Jimboy, Elisabeth  
Johnson, Elizabeth Johnson, Sha-
meika Johnson, Valerie Jones, 
Rachel Jones.

Jason Jones, Pauline Juneau, Bi-
kash K.C., Coty Karr, Steven Karr, 
Liehn  Kelley, Leslie Kellogg, Mar-

lee  Keobounthanh, Vickie Kersey, 
Shekhar Khadka.

Rhonda Knight, Insook Kim, 
Tusuna Kimball, Mark Kimble, 
James  King, Nicholas  Kipngetich, 
Jennifer Kirk, Lucas Kirkham, 
Rhonda Knight. 

Kelsey Knott, Daniel Koehler, 
Kimberly Koelling, Sabina  Koirala, 
Sheila  Koob, Grace Kowalski, Derek  
Krigbaum, Gloria Krysler, Soo-
Hyun Kwon.

Suyoung Kwon, Jackson Laizure, 
Ashley Langdale, Christopher 
Larocco, Jason Lauderdale, James 
Laws, William Layden, Teresa Le, 
Jennifer Le. 

Phuoc Le, Bao Le, Phuong Le, 
Hoang Le, Lan Le, Sue Lee, Ki-Il 
Lee, Matthew Leveridge, Sue Lewis, 
Haibin Liang, 

Sandra Lima, Shawn Lindsay, 
Paul Little, Rowena Little, Kristina 
Logan, Elizabeth Lopez, Lorri Lo-
pez, Gloria Lopez.

Petrina Lorenz, Chevonne 
Lovelace, Jonathan Loveless, Jacob 
Loveless, Barbara Lowery, Tracy 
Lucas, Brooke Lucas, Marc Lucey, 
Amanda MacDonald, James Mac-
Donald.

Kelly  Mack, Nikesh Maharjan, 
Veronica  Maldonado, Christopher 
Malone, Autumn Mansfield, Jen-
nifer  Maracara, Cesaria Marquez, 
Carmen  Marrs.

Celia Mata, Brian Matheson, 
Jibumon  Mathew, Jared  Mattern, 
Shannon  McCann, Calandra  Mc-
Cool, Ashley McCoskey, Tonya  
McCracken, Phillip McDonald.

Kathleen McElvany, Mitchell  
McFarland, Matthew  McFarland, 
Abigail McGee, Erin McKee, 
Mark  McLaughlin, Leah McLen-
non, Christina Medlin, Stephanie 
Menotti.

Beatriz Meyer, Patrick Meyer, 
Ashley Milam, Amber Miller, 
Amanda Milleson, Brandi Mills, 
Angela Millsap, Taylor Mitchell, 
Cristopher Mitchell.  

Trent Moen, Kalani Moniz-Bray, 
Sheila Monson, Natalia  Moody, 
Jinpat Moollasat, Shane  Moore, 
Jason Morgan, Mickeal Mosier, 
Margot Mueller-Reid. 

Brandy Muldoon, Emily Mu-
sick, Sally Myers, Savanna Myers, 
Thuong Ngo, Tien Nguyen, Thanh 
Nguyen, Michael Nguyen, Trung 
Nguyen, Kevin Nguyen.

Hoang Nguyen, Trinh Nguyen, 
Vivian Nguyen, Dat Nguyen, My 
Nguyen, Tram Nguyen, Vy Nguyen, 
Khuong Nguyen, Christopher 
Nhan.

Alecia Nicholson, Darnell Nicks, 
Nelly Njaramba, Ida Nkwinkwa 
Tchoume, Ericka Noah, Nakeisha 

Norton, Chase O’Hara, Jessica 
O’Nesky, Ali Okour, Temitope Ola-
dipo.

Robin Olson, Christy Olson, Me-
lina Ornelas, Jaime Ortiz, Michelle 
Osburn, Peter Otugo, Christopher 
Palmer.

Jyoti Pandey, Andrea Pare, Lisa  
Parish, Brittany Parker, Tori  Park, 
Jennifer Pate, Ami Patel, Erick Pat-
terson, Ricky Paxton, Kody Payne.  

Kyle Paysnoe, Alison Peacock, 
Colleen Peltier, Diana Penn, Eric 
Pennell, Amber Perkins, Tom 
Pham, Christy Pham, 

Uyen Phi, Quynh Phi, Jennifer 
Phillips, Jessica Pickle, Jacob  Pickle, 
Nick Pinkerton, Media  Pizzini, 
Angela Pliler, Cheryl  Poindexter, 
Trever Pool.

Justine Pool, Lyubov Popovych, 
Amy Posey, Tracey Powell, Michael 
Powers, Maria Prada, Earl Premont, 
Leah Price, Suraj Pudasaini.

Joann Rahhal, Shannon Ram-
charan, Juana Ramirez, Christina  
Ramos, Lana Raupe, Suman Raut, 
Birat Raut, Sharelle Ray, Wendy 
Raygoza, Jessica Reed.

Allison Reed, Allyson Reneau, 
Michael  Rennie, Jacob  Reynolds, 
Janet  Reznicek, Anthony  Rhodes, 
James Rico, Toni Riess.

Windi Riggs, Kristin Ring, Kody 
Roach, Jeffrey Roberts, Karen 
Roberts, Lacee Robertson, Jaunita 
Robinson, Lorraina Robinson, 
Justin Rodgers.

Macayla Romines, Grae Rose, 
Eric Rose, Jessica  Rowe, Rene  
Rula, Jennifer Rupe, Tiffany Russell, 
Adrian Russell, Alex Saak.

Pauline Sacre, Mojibade Salewon, 
Shonda  Sanders, Merina Sapkota, 
Elizabeth Savage, Adriane  Scherer, 
Megan Schoneberg, Kristen  Schul-
er, Christian Seger.

Shane  Sellers, Brandi Semrad, 
Danielle Settle, Monica Sexton, 
William Shaw, Sesily  Sheaffer, Jay  
Sheldon, Nikkisha Shelton. 

Alexander Sherman, James Sher-
man, Jessica Shinabery, Michael 
Shippey, Anish Shrestha, Levi 
Shultz, Young Sin, Kimberly  Sites, 

I commend 
these students for 
their outstanding 

academic 
achievement.”

—Paul Sechrist

OCCC President

“
Janet Skannal, Kevin Smith.

Mark Smith, Coren Smith, Lori 
Smith, Jeremy  Smith, Monica  
Smothers, Erin Sockey, Peng Song, 
In Sun Song, Nicole Sorick.

Heather Sours, Valerie  Sowder, 
Melissa Spitler, Jason  Stewart, Joyce  
Stiehler, Kelly  Stone, Megan Strong, 
Yang Su, Abelyen Suh,

Alisha Summers, Daniel Swine-
hart, William Synnott, Nabil Tahfi, 
Patricia Tandra, Quincey Tanner, 
Emily Tarp, Daniell Taylor, Court-
ney Taylor, Elsa Tchouambou.

Tina Tessman, Caramia Testa, 
Duong Than, Chalermphol Thiens-
ingchai, Andrew Thiessen, Daniel 
Thomas, Carrie Thompson. 

Lisbeth Thornton-Oakley, Arne-
sha Threatt, Ru Ee Ting, Brittany 
Titiriga, Amanda Tompkins, Anh 
Tong, Kortni Torralba, Caitlin Trail, 
Katy Trammell. 

Michael Tran, Mai Tran, Sarah 
Tran, Stephen Tremaine, Stuardo 
Trigueros, David Truong, Kaitlyn 
Truong, Railyn Tunstall, Jessica 
Turner, Gyanendra Upadhyaya.

Elizabeth Uselton, Sarah Vafadar, 
Ryan Van, Priscilla Van Maanen, 
Judy Vansell, Trevor Varner, Jimmy 
Varughese, John Veach, Leah 
Vincent.

Nhu Vo, Bryant Vo, Ngoc Han Vo, 
Thuy Vu, Khoa Vu, Michael War-
ren, Paige Warren, Megan Weaver, 
Robert Webb.

Katherine Weis, John Weis, 
Rebecca Wellendorf, Shannon 
West, Desiree’ Westman, Lindsay 
Whelchel, Christopher White, 
Chelsea Williams.

Katherine Williams, Katie Wil-
liams, Timothy Williams, Joshua 
Wilson, Nicholas Wilson, Tommy 
Winebarger, Abby Winstone, Jeffrey 
Woidke, Jeremy Wood. 

Zachary Woodard, Stephanie 
Woodard, Karen Woodring, Kyle 
Woods, Harrison Wright, Justin 
Wright, Brian Wright, Yu Jeong 
Yang.

Jamie  Yeabower, Alexandra 
Young, Sheila Zawisza, Justin Za-
woiski, Boutaina Zerouali.



• June 7-11: Youth Sports 
Camps will offer boys basketball 
and soccer for children ages 6 
to 14 from 8 a.m. to noon for 
$60 per child. FitKids Camp will 
offer Sports Extravaganzas for 
children ages 6 to 12 at $35 per 
child. Adventure Land activities 
will resume at 8 a.m. to noon  for 
$40 per child. Sports in Movies 
also will be available for children 
ages 12 to 15, at 1 to 5 p.m.,  for 
$40 per child. For more informa-
tion, contact Eric Watson, Rec-
reation and Fitness specialist, at 
405-682-1611, ext. 7786.

• June 14-18:  Children ages 10 
to 14 will be offered tennis and 
golf lessons in the Youth Sports 
Camps at 8 a.m. to noon. The 
price per child is $60. For more 
information, contact Eric Wat-
son, Recreation and Fitness 
specialist, at 405-682-1611, ext. 
7786.

• June 14-18: FitKids Camps 
will offer Going 4 Gold for ages 
6 to 12 and ESPN OCHO Sports 
for ages 12 to 15 with both times 
at 1 to 5 p.m. The price for Go-
ing 4 Gold is $35 and the price 
for ESPN OCHO Sports is $40 
per child. For more information, 
contact Eric Watson, Recreation 
and Fitness specialist, at 405-
682-1611, ext. 7786.

• June 14-18: All Ball, 8 a.m. to 
noon for children ages 6 to 11. 
The price is $40 per child. For 
more information, contact Eric 
Watson, Recreation and Fitness 
specialist, at 405-682-1611, ext. 
7786. 

• June 21-25: Youth Sports 
Camps will offer children Base-
ball (Santa Fe South) and Bas-
ketball for girls ages 6 to 14 from 
8 a.m. to noon. The price for the 
activities is $60 per child. The 
FitKids Camps will offer Mov-
ing and Grooving and Olympic 
Week at 1 to 5 p.m.. The Price 
of Moving and Grooving is $35, 
and the price of Olympic Week 
is $40 per child. For more in-
formation, contact Eric Watson, 
Recreation and Fitness special-
ist, at 405-682-1611, ext. 7786.  

DEMERYE PAULIN
Staff Writer
staffwriter2@occc.edu

Wellness Center staff say summer 
activities have sped up, and they are 
excited for camps and sporting events 
to begin this week.

“I am really excited to get my camp 
counselors back, and showing parents 
that the kids will be taken care of as 
close to the description of the agenda 
as possible,” said Eric Watson, Sports 
and Recreation specialist. 

“My attitude right now is pretty cool 
and ready to get things done.” 

One event Watson said he and his 
staff are preparing for is a series of 
children’s recreation and fitness camps. 

June 1 to July 30, 6- to 15-year-olds 
can enroll in OCCC’s Summer Kids 
Camp. 

Camps include baseball, flag foot-
ball, soccer, golf, tennis, volleyball, 

Youth plus sports equal fun
RECREATION | Summer sports programs designed to encourage children mentally and physically, sports specialist says

swimming, cheer dance camp, and 
basketball. 

For Watson, his attitude heading into 
another summer sports experience is 
relaxed, he said. 

Watson said the top goal he has for 
the children is teaching them the fun-
damentals of getting and staying active 
in a positive atmosphere.

 He said he guarantees any individual 
involved in his summer program will 
benefit.

 “One assurance is that the environ-
ment is positive, safe, and the kids will 
be exposed to countless opportunities, 
Watson said.

Another of Watson’s goals is to help 
the children’s social development, he 
said.

Watson said his camps will teach 
children the importance of respecting 
each other. 

He said he also is eager to begin plan-
ning the fall sports events. 

Watson said in mid-June, the Well-
ness Center staff will begin organizing 
fall intramurals, outdoor sports, fitness 
programs, and sports clubs.

Some incentives would be estab-
lished to draw more students into in-
tramurals for the fall/spring semesters 
and beyond, he said.

Watson said what separates OCCC 
Summer  Kids Camp from all other 
camps, are the little details that other 
camps tend to overlook.

He gave an example. 
“I make sure the coaches are certi-

fied because parents are attracted by 
the credentials.

“Coaches that have experience com-
bining with our professional environ-
ment create a wonderful setting.”

For more information about Sum-
mer Children’ s Camp and Intramural 
Sports, contact Watson at 405-682-
1611, ext. 7786, or e-mail ewatson@
occc.edu.

Feel the beat

Jennifer Pearsall/Pioneer

Zumba instructor, Laura 
Horn,left, works out to the 
Latin dance craze with 1986 
OCCC graduate, left, Velma 
Walje. 

Zumba classes are held 
throughout the summer with 
classes July 2 through July 30.

Classes are 7:30 to 8:15 
p.m. Thursdays and 4:30 to 
5:30 p.m. every Friday. 

Class cost only $25 per 
person. Students can sign up 
in the Wellness Center or can 
call Recreation and Fitness 
at 405-682-7860 for more 
information.

• Have sports news? Call 405-
682-1611, ext. 7786.  
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For more information 
or to order tickets, call the 
Cultural Programs office at 
405-682-7576 or visit www.
occc.edu/cas.

Cultural Arts Series 
event schedule
• Sept. 28 — Wijeratne, 
Azmeh, Bhaumik Trio

• Oct. 12 — Franc 
D’Ambrosio

• Nov. 9 — Alasdair Fra-
ser and Natalie Haas

• Dec. 9 — To be an-
nounced

• Jan. 18 — K.C. Clifford

• Feb. 8 — Trio Cavatina

• March 1 — Dallas 
Brass

• April 12 — Bearfoot
*Source: www.occc.edu/cas

Continued from page 1

Arts: Series 
to showcase 
music, artists 
from across 
the world

Security: Campus size a factor in potential switch to police
Continued from page 1

The type of issues the college 
manages are sometimes best 
handled by trained police of-
ficers, Steward said.

Nursing major Gina Crudden 
said it’s a bad idea to replace the 
existing security guards, since 
the unemployment rate is high.

“It’s wrong to get rid of the 
armed security we already 
have,” Crudden said. “I’ve been 
laid off before and it’s not fun 
for anybody.” 

The changes in security per-
sonnel is just one of the many 
changes the college may see as 
it reorganizes in an attempt to 
become a safer campus, said 
John Boyd, Business and Fi-
nance vice president.

“We know that we are going 
to have a Chief of Police and 
certified officers,” Boyd said.

Boyd said he and Steward 

Ethan Hendricks
Senior Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu

Campus Safety and Security officers 
detained a local man with an outstand-
ing state warrant at the Keith Leftwich 
Memorial Library May 19.

OCCC  Security officers Tim Dens-
more and Tanya Vroenen apprehended 
Eric Scott Hill after Densmore received 
a call from Circulation and Reference 
Librarian Linda Boatright about his 
activities, which were unnerving to 
library patrons, according to a report.

Densmore asked Hill for identifica-
tion and Hill replied he had none.

During questioning Hill told officers 
he did not have identification, didn’t 
know his name and did not know how 
he got on campus or where he lived.

Hill also stated he had seen his friend’s 
hand get cut off, people were after him 
and “he could feel them and had ESP 
and telekinesis.”

Densmore and Vroenen escorted Hill 
to the Security Office and called for the 
Oklahoma City Police Department to 
send an officer to the college.

OCPD arrived at the campus at 11:18 
a.m. and questioned Hill.

According to the report, Hill told the 
officer he was from southern California 

and was born Aug. 7, 1975. Officials 
asked Hill if he wanted to go somewhere 
safe to which Hill replied, “yes.”

OCPD then escorted Hill off cam-
pus and took him to the OCPD Crisis 
Center.

Campus security also responded to 
two calls of vandalism at the college’s 
Family and Community Education 
Center May 17 and again May 25, ac-
cording to reports.

Officer Austin Plackmeier reported 
the office windows of the center, located 
in the Old Library South, were shot with 
what appeared to be BB-style projectiles.

Plackmeier and Sgt. Kevin Tipton 
photographed the windows and circled 
bullet holes. 

They reportedly counted 30 breaks 
and holes in the windows.

Tipton contacted OCPD and filed a 
vandalism report.

On May 25, Officer Chad Clingman 
discovered new BB holes in the windows. 
The holes were documented with pictures 
and circled with markers, according to 
reports.

Officers also apprehended a female 
after she attempted to deliver alcohol to 
her husband May 27. 

At 8:36 p.m., Officer Jeffery Porter ob-
served a female pouring what appeared to 
be an alcoholic beverage into a container. 

The female placed the bottle back into 
her car and began to walk toward the 
campus buildings.

Porter along with officer Brandon 
Wheeler, Tipton and Clingman ques-
tioned the woman, and made her pour 
the liquid out and toss away the bottle.

The female told officers she was 
bringing vodka to campus to give to her 
husband.

Officers also responded to an automo-
bile accident May 17, in parking lot C at 
the north east end of the lot

Vroenen responded to the accident 
at 10:52 a.m. between a Nissan Altima 
belong to Earnesten Chase and a Honda 
Accord belonging to Naji Naoufel.

Major Keith Bourque reviewed the 
video of the accident and determined 
that Naoufel had struck Chase while she 
was driving past him.

Chase told officers he or she was driving 
down the parking lot row when Naoufel 
pulled out of the stall and hit the front 
passenger side of his Honda.

Naoufel said he had seen the vehicle 
coming and had tried to get out of his 
parking space, but Chase did not stop 
to let him out.

Vroenen reported damage to both 
of the vehicles as minor and both cars 
were able to drive off campus.

Suspicious person, vandalism top crime reports

have met with all the Safety and 
Security officers.

He said the college is trying 
to determine a way to allow 
current security officers to keep 
their jobs by providing enough 
training so they can become 
certified and stay on staff.

“We have made a commit-
ment to provide them the 
necessary training they need 
and believe that at this point 
the officers are supportive,” 
Boyd said.

A transition period has not 
yet been determined, he said. 

However, Boyd said, Sechrist 
has approved the recommenda-
tion, which still has to be ap-
proved by the college’s regents.

Beau Lewis, Communica-
tions Lab tutor, said police on 
campus would be a disturbance.

“Police professionally harass 
people and I don’t want some-
body professionally harassing 

me while I’m at work,” Lewis 
said. “Security guards don’t 
do that. They’re not here to 
enforce the law, just make sure 
everyone’s OK.”

Justin Murphy, education 
major, said he would feel safer 
with police officers on campus.

“I feel police officers would 
be more prepared to handle 
any security risks at the college,” 
Murphy said.

While the college is undergo-
ing this change, security officers 
will be required to undergo 
more firearms training.

“The courses involve the of-
ficer’s handling of the weapon as 
far as their familiarity with the 
weapon, skills and also under 
stress situations,” Boyd said.

These training sessions are 
going to be required every year, 
Boyd said. He said the target 
date to complete all training 
is mid June. The college will 

continue to review safety pro-
cedures and make updates as 
necessary, Boyd said.

“Standard operating pro-
cedures evolve. They’re not 
something you do only once,” 
he said.

Don’t be left in the dark.
Follow us for instant news and updates!

www.twitter.com/OCCCPioneer



Do you have news you’d like 
to share? Maybe you know 

of an OCCC student worthy 
of a mention. If so, contact 
Justin at editor@occc.edu 

or call 405-682-1611, 
ext. 7409.

EXTRA! EXTRA!

Cultural Art Series tickects available
Advance tickets for the 2010-2011 Cultural 

Arts Series are on sale at a discount. Season 
tickets are 50 percent off until July 14. Six-ticket 
packages are on sale with a 25-percent discount 
and four-ticket packages are 15 percent off. 
The Cultural Arts Series is a series of eight 
performances that showcase artists and musi-
cians from around the world. The series begins 
Sept. 28. For more information or to purchase 
tickets, visit www.occc.edu/cas.

Midlife Career Change?
The Boomer Institute is designed to help 

the 50 plus-year-old generation become more 
aware about personal strengths and goals. Suc-
cessful Interviewing Techniques is scheduled 
at 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 26. To 
enroll, contact  Francine Gissy in Corporate 
Learning at 405-682-7856 or e-mail fgissy@
occc.edu.

F.A.C.E. Center opens
The Family and Community Education Center 

has begun to receive its first participants. The 
center will offer free GED-assistance courses. 
Summer Kids Camp is also held there. For 
more information or to enroll, call 405-682-7860 
or 405-682-7859, or visit www.occc.edu/RF/
SportsCamps.html. 

All Highlights are due Monday by 5 p.m.
 for inclusion in the next issue. 

Highlight forms can be picked up in 
the Pioneer office, located on the second floor
of the Main Building, across from the elevator.

BONNIE CAMPO
Staff Writer
staffwriter1@occc.edu

OCCC offers approxi-
mately 40 clubs students 
can join, yet only 2 per-
cent are student mem-
bers, said Karlen Gray-
son, Student Clubs and 
Organization assistant.

Student Life staff hopes 
to change that trend by 
encouraging students to 
enroll in clubs or to start 
a club, Grayson said.

She said college studies 
have shown that those 
who participate in school 
clubs tend to be more 
successful.

“Clubs provided lead-
erships skills, develop 
character, and offer a way 
for students to network 
with professors and their 
peers,” Grayson said.

She said the reason stu-

College Clubs promote success, 
offer social skills for their members

STUDENT LIFE | Involvment within an organization can aid students

Photo Provided

Pictured above are the Greater Grad interns representing OCCC this summer. These students 
were nominated by professors and chosen by the Student Employment and Career Services office. 
For a complete list of names, visit www.occc.edu/pioneer.

dents are more likely to 
succeed is because of the 
resources that are made 
available to them within 
the club structure.

Photography, honors, 
academic, departmen-
tal, special interest and 
religion are some of the 
categories most of the 
clubs fall into, Grayson 
said. 

She said campus clubs 
work to promote a stu-
dent’s particular major.

If students can’t find 
a club they want to join, 
they are encouraged to 
start their own, she said.

Grayson said the crite-
ria to become a club can 
be found in the Student 
Organizations Manual 
available  in Student Life 
and students can join 
online. 

Each potential club 
must have 10 enrolled 

students, and two spon-
sors, one being full-time 
faculty.

Both Vice President 
for Enrollment Marion 
Paden and Director of 
Student Life Darin Be-
hara must approve the 
organization.

Gay-Straight Alliance 
President Camryon De-
carlo said she strongly 
believes in what clubs 
can do for individuals.

Decarlo said her par-
ticipation helped her 
learn how to build more 
positive relationships 
with others.

“For me I had a hard 
time communicating 
with people,” she said. 

“I was able to im-
prove my interpersonal 
relationships, become 
a leader, and educate 
people about the com-
munity. 

“It is a great way to 
build or start when you 
are new to an area.”

Behara said if a club 
hopes to last, it needs a 
good adviser, structure, 
and the ability to recruit 
new members through 
leadership and excite-
ment about the club.

“It is also about being 
able to balance and time 
management,” Behara 
said.

Clubs teach people to 
be able to prioritize and 
multitask if they are faced 
with outside issues such 
as being a parent or hav-
ing a job while involved 
in school, Behara said.

The tools students gain 
from club participation 
benefit them in later life, 
Grayson said.

For more information, 
go to www.occc.edu/stu-
dentlife.

Smiling with success

Don’t be left in the dark.
Follow us for instant news and updates!

www.twitter.com/
OCCCPioneer

read the Pioneer 
Online at

www.occc.edu/pioneer
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Pioneer classified advertising 
is free to all enrolled OCCC 
students and employees for 
any personal classified ad. 
Ad applications must be 
submitted with IDs supplied 
by 5 p.m. Mondays prior to 
the publication date. For more 
information, call the Ad Manager 
at 405-682-1611, ext. 7674, 
or e-mail adman@occc.edu.

“THE RED BACKPACK”: 
Selling OCCC Nursing 
Program Kit. $99. Call: 
405-701-5931. Leave a 
message. 

READY TO SHAPE UP 
FOR SUMMER? Body 
shaping “Step and Flex” 
machine. $40. Call 405-
682-1611 ext 7765.

FOR SALE: Samsung 
19”, color television with 
remote. Great picture. $50. 
Call: 405-200-8690.

Musicians: The Pioneer wants your music.
Free publicity for your band, group 
or solo work. For more information,

Call Danniel Parker at 405-682-1611, ext. 7307 
or e-mail staffwriter3@occc.edu

FOR SALE: 1998, Chevy 
Silverado C1500, 350 en-
gine, A/C, electric lock win-
dows, automatic. Drives 
great. $3,500. OBO. Con-
tact: Kimberly at 405-686-
0940

For more news, login to www.occc.edu/pioneer 

NEW! The Pioneer is now on Facebook.
 Go online now to read stories, interact 
with other readers, participate in polls, 

win prizes and more.
www.facebook.com/OCCCPioneer

Become a fan today!
For more information, email Whitney 

Knight at onlineeditor@occc.edu
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Controversial professor retires after 35 years at OCCC
DANNIEL PARKER
Staff Writer
staffwriter3@occc.edu

After 35 years of teaching 
at OCCC, English professor 
Ernest Clay Randolph, 65, will 
retire at the end of the summer.

Randolph developed many 
courses for OCCC, including 
film studies, magazine feature 
writing, and museum studies, 
the first travel based course in 
the school’s history.

“I have some regret,” Ran-
dolph said. “If a man doesn’t 
have any regrets, then he’s 
probably wasted his life. It’s 
been a good profession. Now 
it’s time for me to find a new 
life.” 

Randolph began teaching in 
1967 at North Central Texas 
College in Gainsville. 

At the time, many of his 
students were very vocal about 
their actions in the Vietnam 
conflict and there was a strong 
pacifist movement on campus, 

he said.
“Today I’m teaching vet-

erans who’ve just returned 
from Iraq,” he said. “Most of 
my students unquestioningly 
support their actions. I don’t 
see the polarization or passion 
in this current generation that 
I saw when I began.” 

In 1975, when OCCC was 
in its third year, Randolph 
was hired to teach freshman 
English, he said. 

The schools first academic 
dean, Bruce Owen, allowed 
Randolph to rewrite the fresh-
man English program in his 
first year.  

In 1992, he helped launch 
Absolute Magazine, OCCC’s 
creative writing journal. Since 
then he’s edited the publica-
tion.

Jon Inglett, English profes-
sor, has worked alongside 
Randolph for 10 years.

“Clay teaches us younger 
colleagues how to teach and 
questions our ideas,” Inglett 

said. “Just him being here 
makes the faculty better.”

Randolph teaches through 
the Socratic method, trying to 
force his students to think, ask 
questions and make up their 
own minds about the material 
he is teaching, he said.

“I don’t think learning insti-
tutions are challenging their 
students any more and that’s 
a problem,” Randolph said. 

“I am very demanding. I 
don’t allow people to run away 
from learning, and they resent 
that.” 

Randolph holds a slightly-
above-average rating on Rate-
MyProfessor.com. The reviews 
on the site show strong reac-
tions from past students

They either love him, and say 
he’s the best professor they’ve 
ever had, or they hate him, and 
caution others to avoid him 
like the plague. 

He admits his style hasn’t 
always been popular and says 
today’s students are very dif-

ferent than when he began 
teaching.  

“Students today learn a lot 
from the internet and televi-
sion,” Randolph said. “Our 
culture is spilling out so much 
instant distraction it kills our 
ability to concentrate on what 
matters. 

“We are bombarded with 
a lot of insignificant, hollow 
information, so there is less 
value in what young people 
choose to learn.”  

He also said he has seen a 
change in the faculty at OCCC. 

“Bruce Owen had a great 
knack for hiring extraordinary 
professors to get this college off 
the ground,” Randolph said. 

“Back then we were young 
and had a lot of idealism, we 
felt like we were doing some-
thing new. 

“I don’t see that idealism in 
our current crop of professors.”   

Randolph built and owns a 
cabin in the Colorado Moun-
tains where he plans to retire 

alongside his wife. He said 
he hopes  to enjoy nature by 
climbing mountains and kaya-
king through the wilderness of 
the Rockies.

Photo Courtesy Clay Randolph

After 35 years of teaching at 
OCCC, English professor Clay 
Randolph is retiring. 

The Pioneer Online
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www.occc.edu/pioneer  


