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OCCC transfer stu-
dents are keeping up 
with the grade point av-
erages of undergraduate 
students at the Univer-
sity of Central Oklaho-
ma and even surpassing 
that of students at Okla-
homa State University. 

However, they are 
showing lower GPAs 
than the undergraduate 
students at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma. 

All three are state 
universities that see a 
high number of transfer 
students from OCCC.

Stu Harvey, execu-
tive director of Plan-
ning and Research, said 
OCCC analyzed trans-
fer student data to see 
what they could learn 
from the numbers.

“One of the reasons 
we look at this is we 
want to see how well 

give blood, give life

Landa MccLure/Pioneer

Crystal Hogg, phlebotomist, instructs donor Teresa DeFranco, special 
education major, to pump her fist to get her blood to flow. The Oklahoma 
Blood Institute held a blood drive on campus Nov. 18 and 19.

COllege OffiCialS StReSS the imPORtanCe Of On-the-jOB tRaining

prepared our students 
are for going on to a 
four-year education, 
and a short answer is, 
they are,” Harvey said.

He said one of the 
goals at OCCC is to en-
sure students who trans-
fer to another college or 
university have a grade 
point average equal to, 
or higher than, all un-
dergraduate students at 
that same institution.

In spring 2009, the 
average GPA of OCCC 
transfer students at 
UCO was at the same 
level as all undergradu-
ate students, a 2.80, and 
slightly higher at OSU, 
3.03 versus 2.98, Har-
vey said.

“This has been consis-
tent the last few years,” 
he said.

However, the report 
shows the average GPA 
for OCCC transfer stu-
dents at OU was 2.72, 
while the average GPA 

for all undergraduates 
at OU was 3.09. 

Mary Green is a stu-
dent who completed 
24 credits at OCCC be-
fore transferring to OU 
where she graduated in 
2005. 

Green said her GPA 

remained the same dur-
ing her transition, and 
said she didn’t find the 
coursework at OU to 
be much different from 
OCCC.

“The difficulty of 
coursework really de-
pended upon each 

professor and varied by 
class,” she said.

Student Laura Brink-
man has a different 
story. 

She earned 36 credits 
at OCCC before trans-

intRamuRalS

Transfer students 
make the grade at 
most universities

See inteRn page 9SPORtS, p. 8

OCCC’s Club Flag 
Football team was 
handed back-to-
back losses at a 
regional tournament 
held in Texas. Find 
out more about their 
trip.

club flag 
football

laB SChOOl

neWS, p. 7

The children at the 
Child Development 
Center and Lab 
School are currently 
studying about 
trees. Find out why.

discover 
trees

eDitORial

OPiniOn, p. 2

Learning a second 
language is 
beneficial in many 
ways, especially 
when it comes to 
standing out in the 
current job market.

bilingual
necessities

ORganizatiOnS

CluBS, p. 10

The Nursing 
Student Association 
will sell holiday gift 
baskets starting 
Nov. 30 to raise 
money for the club. 
Read more to find 
out what the funds 
will be used for.

gift baskets 
for sale

jazz BanD

neWS, p. 12

OCCC’s jazz band 
has canceled its 
winter concert due 
to a construction 
project a professor 
and various 
students have been 
working on. Learn 
more inside.

concert 
canceled

Blair Chaney
News Writing Student
 

OCCC held a work-
shop  Nov. 11 to stress 
the importance of in-
ternships.

Having an internship 
before graduation gives 
students on-the-job 
training while creating 
partnerships with busi-
nesses that can help in 
the future, said Judi Mc-

Students encouraged to apply for internships
Gee, Employment Ser-
vices coordinator.

McGee said creating 
these relationships while 
still in college helps  ease 
the stress when the time 
comes to find a job.

The key to getting an 
internship before enter-
ing the job force is to 
use the resources avail-
able, she said.

One helpful resource, 
McGee said, is www.

greatergrads.com.
Greater Grads is an 

online service that al-
lows students to discov-
er internships available 
in Oklahoma City, she 
said.

“Some of the intern-
ships offered are part-
time and some are full-
time,” McGee said.

According to the web-
site, Tinker Air Force 
Base and the Federal 

Aviation Administra-
tion currently have paid 
internships available, 
and are looking for pro-
spective students to take 
advantage of the oppor-
tunity. 

She said the Air Force 
Office of Special Inves-
tigations has a paid col-
lege internship position 
for students who are 
interested in seeking a 
career in federal law en-

forcement.
More information on 

these internships are 
available by visiting the 
websites of each group.

McGee said the Dis-
ney Internship Program 
also is a great opportu-
nity.

“This program is of-
fered all year ’round and 
at the different Disney 

See tRanSfeR page 9
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learning a second language can 
provide numerous opportunities

In a world of hard econom-
ic times and culturally diverse 
communities, it is all but im-
possible to overstate the im-
portance of learning a second 
language. 

The benefits of bilingual-
ism are both immediate and 
long term, and the obstacles 
minimal.

In terms of community, 
learning a second language 
provides an unmatched sense 
of understanding, compas-
sion and even kinship toward 

other cultures. This provides a powerful tool for 
combating stereotypes and other forms of bigotry. 

That a person would even make the effort to 
learn another culture’s language is an appreciable 
gesture in itself. After all, wouldn’t you have that 
much more respect for a foreigner who at least 
tried to understand your nation’s tongue? 

As for the dog-eat-dog nature of today’s business 

world, having a second or even third language on 
a résumé is practically a requirement for any job-
seeking professional.

Employers recognize that workers with the abil-
ity to fluently speak a second language are invalu-
able assets to their companies.

So, with the benefits of bilingualism so clearly in 
mind, the question becomes not one of why should 
one learn a second language, but how to do it? 

Luckily, you don’t have to go far. You don’t even 
have to leave campus.

The World Languages and Cultures Center is a 
free facility here at the college that provides stu-
dents with access to a rich variety of resources, 
support, and technologies for learning world lan-
guages — all for no additional cost. Programs such 
as Rosetta Stone and Satellite TV allow lab visitors 
to immerse themselves in 11 different languages, 
and a squadron of lab assistants are only too eager 
to help. 

Lab hours range from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m Monday 
through Friday, making it an easy stop for any stu-
dent.

to the editor:
As the author of the 

letter, “Was shooting the 
correct approach,” from 
the Nov. 2 edition of the 
Pioneer, I’d like to rebut 
Mr. Coates’ highly in-
flammatory statements 
from his Nov. 16 letter, 
“Blame owner, not offi-
cer for dog death.”

First, I am white. It is 
purely a symbol of hu-
man ignorance to call 
someone racist without 
first knowing anything 

Mark Parisi/offtheMark.coM

Alternative methods were possible, but not exercised
about them and as 
such, I take the deroga-
tory comments made 
about me as nothing 
more than a sign of the 
writer’s obvious close-
mindedness. 

Second, I am a long-
time volunteer for a 
local dog rescue orga-
nization. I have some 
experience in working 
with aggressive animals 
and I know from watch-
ing the video footage 
that Officer Wheeler 

was not using common 
caution in approaching 
the dog.

Third, I do not believe 
Officer Wheeler is rac-
ist and I never said such 
a thing in the original 
article. 

What I did was ask if 
our campus security of-
ficers might be engag-
ing in racial profiling 
by assuming a pit bull 
accompanying a black 
man was aggressive. 

I will not be making 

any apologies for asking 
a perfectly legitimate 
question.  

Fourth, Mr. Coates 
is correct when he says 
the student is at fault. 
However, there is noth-
ing the college can do 
to prevent students or 
visitors from exercising 
irrational judgment. 

There are things the 
college can do to regu-
late the activities and 
actions of its employ-
ees. Training in han-

eDitORial | linguistic diversity a desirable skill

yOuR VOiCe | Officer should have been better trained

Whitney
knight

In addition, if you are seeking more hands-on 
learning experience, OCCC offers a small pletho-
ra of foreign language classes, including Spanish, 
French and Russian. 

With resources such as these in such close prox-
imity, it is a downright shame they aren’t used more 
frequently.

Students should take advantages of these 
resources while they can, to reap the benefits of the 
future.

They won’t have the chance forever. 

dling aggressive ani-
mals should be required 
for our security staff, or, 
at the very least, they 
should be given the 
phone number to ani-
mal control. 

Even use of a taser 
would have been better 
than shooting this dog, 
aggressive or not.

I suggest Mr. Coates 
spend some time with 
homeless, abandoned 
and abused animals. 

If the only thing he 

took away from my 
original article was 
the assumption that I 
am racist, then he was 
missing the point en-
tirely and did not pay 
much attention to any-
thing else I wrote. 

The point is that there 
are other ways to deal 
with unpredictable and 
possibly aggressive ani-
mals besides just shoot-
ing them.

—name witheld 
by request
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coMMents and revieWs

Are you undecided on your future career 
field and college major? Please visit the OCCC 
Student Employment  and Career Services of-
fice for career testing and guidance. And, don’t 
be alarmed as most college students change 
their major at least twice during their college 
career.  

Some of the considerations are whether 
you will pursue an Associate of Applied Sci-
ence which “ … prepares students to enter the 
job force following completion.” Or, you may 
decide to work toward an Associate of Arts or 
Sciences. Both degrees are “ … designed for 
students planning to continue their education 
at a four-year college or university.” Regardless, 
we stand ready to assist you as you make this 
important decision.

The quotes above are taken directly from the 
OCCC catalog. The hard copy and the online 
copy www.occc.edu/CoursePatterns provide 
full details about required coursework in the 
degree programs originating from the divi-
sions of Arts and Humanities, Business, Health 
Professions, Information Technology, Science 
and Mathematics, and of Social Sciences. The 
college catalog is a wonderful resource.

You may also visit our office and register for 
the DISCOVER career exploration program 
from ACT. The program is not a test; it is a 
survey of your career interests, abilities and 
values.

The Inventories Summary will provide spe-
cific career and college major information as 
well as salary figures from each of the 50 states. 
Each survey is individualized and based on the 
26 career fields in the program. 

It is easy, it is fun, it can give you tons of up-
to-the-minute stats. The average time required 
to complete the surveys is approximately 10 
minutes.

Again, we look forward to serving you 
through the OCCC Student Employment and 
Career Services office.

We are located in the Main Building, first 
floor, room 1G7. See you soon.

—Debrah Vaughn 
Student employment and Career 

Services  Director

evil is no match for ‘astroboy’
film ReVieW | from comic book pages to the silver screen

In the October theatri-
cal release of “Astroboy,” 
Toby is the bright young 
son of Dr. Tenma, a lead-
ing scientist in Metro 
City, a giant floating city 
in the sky. 

Dr. Tenma and his col-
league Dr. Elefun, have 
recently captured two 
new energy sources — a 
blue, positive core and a 
red, negative core. 

Under orders from 
the evil President Stone, 
Tenma is forced to put 
the negative core inside a 
new war robot. The robot 
goes on a rampage and 
the scientists are forced 
to seal the robot in a 

containment field.  
Toby, who has sneaked 

into the testing room, is 
locked inside the con-
tainment field by acci-
dent and is vaporized by 
the robot before the sci-
entists can shut it down.

Stricken with grief 
over the death of his 
son,Tenma creates a new, 
state-of-the art robot 
equipped with all the 
latest advancements in 
robot technology. 

Using a strand of To-
by’s hair, he gives the 
robot Toby’s looks along 
with his memories. 

Tenma is overjoyed 
to have his son back 

and takes him home. 
However, he soon real-
izes Astroboy cannot 
replace Toby. Astro runs 
away from his father and 
President Stone tries to 
capture him. 

In the ensuing bat-
tle, Toby is knocked off 
Metro City to the Earth 
below. He meets several 
new friends but hides his 
identity as he seeks to 
find out what he is. 

He learns the joys 
and emotions of being 
human, and eventually 
gains the strength to ac-
cept who he is. 

Using his X-ray vision, 
super strength, flying 

and super speed, Astro 
defends Metro City and 
learns what it means to 
be a true hero.

Summit Entertainment 
does a wonderful job of 
bringing a 50-year-old 
comic book icon to life. 
The visual effects and 
animation are amazing 
but the plotline leaves a 
little bit to be desired. 

Overall, “Astro-Boy” 
— rated PG — is a fun, 
safe movie the entire 
family can enjoy, some-
thing that is becoming a 
rarity in today’s movies.

rating: B+
—ethan hendricks

Staff Writer

love and passion lift disney’s ‘up’
film ReVieW | Real-life relationships capture viewers

Few movies soar 
above our expectations 
with flying colors. Even 
fewer do so with a slew 
of rainbow-colored bal-
loons attached.

“Up” is a heartwarm-
ing and at times, heart-
breaking, tale of a wid-
ower who sets out to 
fulfill his and his late 
wife’s lifelong dream of 
visiting a secret paradise 
in South America. 

The film is the latest 
masterpiece from Dis-
ney’s Pixar Animation 
Studios, the company 
that has delighted audi-
ences with whimsical, 
family-friendly adven-
tures for years. 

And now they’ve done 
it again.

“Up”  mostly revolves 
around the aforemen-
tioned widower Carl 
Fredrickson, an old man 
whom we first meet as a 
young, introverted boy 
who idolizes Charles 
Muntz, a famous ex-
plorer last seen soaring 
towards South Amer-

ica in a dirigible full of 
dogs.  

Fredrickson’s obses-
sion leads him to buck-
toothed and extroverted 
Ellie, a sassy little girl 
who shares his desire to 
travel to the fabled Par-
adise Falls   — and who 
eventually becomes his 
beloved wife.

After Ellie dies, Carl 
realizes with a heavy 
heart that their lifetime 
dream has gone unful-
filled. 

Rather than idly watch 
what remains of his long 
life fade from within the 
walls of a retirement 
home, Carl decides to 
go out — or rather up — 
with a bang. 

Strapping thousands 
of balloons to his and 
Ellie’s beloved house,  
they float away toward 
South America.

Along for the ride are 
Russell, a portly Boy 
Scout with a passion for 
adventure reminiscent 
of Ellie’s, and Dug, a 
squirrel-obsessed poin-

ter who communicates 
with humans via a spe-
cially-made collar.

Though simple in 
concept, “Up” is truly a 
masterpiece for movie-
goers of all ages to en-
joy. 

Scene after scene of 
brilliant storytelling and 
splendid animation de-
lights both visually and 
emotionally, though no 
moment in the film is 
quite as heart-wrench-
ingly beautiful as is the 
opening montage of Carl 
and Ellie’s life together 
from start to finish, all 
told wordlessly and in 

less than five minutes.
Sadly, as is rapidly 

becoming typical in 
Disney DVD releases, 
the standard one-disc 
edition of the movie is 
sorely lacking in the ex-
tras department — only 
two — while the Blu-ray 
copy is filled with more 
than a day’s worth of 
features. 

This is disappointing, 
but by no means should 
it deter anyone from 
buying this instant clas-
sic.

“Up” is absolutely not 
your average animated 
feature.

Topics range from 
lighthearted talking 
dogs to chocolate-loving 
birds to the poignant, 
such as Ellie’s miscar-
riage and Russell’s ab-
sentee father. 

It is not punctuated 
by cutesy characters 
and childish jokes, but 

rather by love, passion, 
and an important lesson 
to be learned: no matter 
where your life’s journey 
takes you, there is al-
ways room for one more 
adventure.   

Rating: A+ 
—Whitney Knight

        Staff Writer 

Disney Pictures
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Video game expo held for National Game Day Nov. 14
gameRS COmPete in tOuRnamentS tO helP RaiSe mOney

MarK SMith
Senior Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu

About 50 students joined 
OCCC and the nation in cel-
ebrating National Game Day 
Nov. 14 on the second and 
third floors of the Keith Left-
wich Memorial Library.

Akram Taghavi-Burris, 
computer aided technology 
professor, said the students in 
the Digital Media Program, 
with the help of Student Life, 
decided to participate in the 
event by hosting a video game 
expo.

“This is the first time OCCC 
has participated in the Na-
tional Game Day,” she said. 
“We wanted to let people know 

there is a day which celebrates 
gaming.”

The expo started with pre-
sentations from speakers in the 
gaming profession.

Gamers of all ages partici-
pated in three tournaments, 
which cost $5 for ages 16 and 
older and $1 for ages 15 and 
younger.

Taghavi-Burris said they 
would donate the money raised 
to Child’s Play, a non-profit or-

ganization founded by Penny 
Arcade.

“Child’s Play donates video 
games to children who are in 
hospitals,” she said.

Children competed in a 
Super Smash Bros Brawl tour-
nament on the Nintendo Wii 
game system.

Children were divided into 
age groups of 10 and under 
and 10 to 16 to ensure fairness, 
Taghavi-Burris said.

Winners of the Super Smash 
Bros Brawl competition re-
ceived Nintendo Wii games 
as prizes.

Gamer Derek Griffey, 8, said 
he loves video games.

“My favorite is ‘Sonic the 
Hedgehog’ because he runs 
really fast.”

Teenagers and young adults 
ages 16 and older could be 
heard yelling and pounding 
their fists against the table as 
they competed in the Unreal 
Tournament 3 tournament on 
computer.

Kyle Jackson, 18, said he 
was excited to be involved in 
a tournament which not only 
was fun, but it also helped 
children and promotes video 
gaming.

“I love video games,” Jackson 
said. “My favorite is ‘Call of 
Duty.’”

Since video games are a 
favorite hobby of his, Jackson 
said he plans to take Video 
Game Design when he enters 
college.

Unreal Tournament 3 win-
ners received Xbox live game 
cards.

Winners of the college’s Su-
per Smash Bros Brawl have the 
opportunity to participate in 
the nationals.

OCCC has two children who 
placed second and third place. 
However, the names of those 
children were unavailable at 
press time.

Many students said they 
were unaware of the event.

“I didn’t know about the 
gaming expo,” said Hannah 
Williams, history major. “I 
personally wouldn’t have gone, 
but I have friends who would if 
it had been publicized.”

For more information about 
the Computer Aided Design 
programs, the expo, and Child’s 
Play, contact Taghavi-Burris at 
405-682-1611, ext. 7498.

Staff Writer Whitney Knight 
also contributed to this story.

The Pioneer asked 141 students if were aware of the Video 
Game Expo held Nov. 14 and if not, would they have been 
interested in attending the event.

84% of the students did not know about the expo

73% said they would have been interested in attending

this is the first time occc has 
participated in the national game day. 
We wanted to let people know there is a 

day which celebrates gaming.”
—AkrAm TAghAvi-Burris

CompuTer Aided TeChnology professor

“

Video
game facts

• Video game playing 
introduces children to 
computer and information 
technology. 

• Games can give practice 
in following directions. 

• Some games provide 
practice in problem solving 
and logic. 

• Games can provide 
practice in use of fine 
motor and spatial skills. 

• Games can provide 
occasions for parent and 
child to play together. 

• Players are introduced to 
information technology. 

• Some games have 
therapeutic applications 
with patients. 

*Source: www.mediafamily.org

NEW! The Pioneer blog is the place 
to share your feedback on the issues 

and to let your voice be heard

occcpioneer.wordpress.com
Check it out today!
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DeMarCo BaUCoM
News Writing Student

When gasoline is replaced 
by compressed natural gas, a 
newer and cleaner fuel, auto-
motive technicians need new 
tools for their trade. 

With this in mind, OCCC 
has decided to lend a helping 
hand.

The Automotive Technolo-
gy Department offers a train-
ing program in alternative 
fuel so students can work on 
vehicles that have been con-
verted to run on natural gas, 
said Richard Steere, Automo-
tive coordinator.

Steere said the program be-
gan in spring 2008 because 
so many fleets in Oklahoma 
were using natural gas.

Some of the companies that 
run natural gas fleet trucks are 
Oklahoma Natural Gas and 
Chesapeake Energy, among 
others.

It’s estimated that 130,000 
vehicles are run on natural 
gas in the U.S. On the other 

Automotive students trained for 
natural gas powered vehicles

StuDentS Can eaRn COllege CReDit fOR tRaVeling aBROaD

SaMantha Gallo
News Writing Student

Getting away from cam-
pus while still earning college 
credit is one option for a travel 
class being offered during the 
second half of May.

Students will travel across 
England and Ireland, and 
explore places like the Blar-
ney Castle, Stonehenge and 
Shakespeare’s birthplace, said 
Ruth Charnay, Communica-
tion and the Arts Department 
director.

Charnay will be leading the 
group. 

Students can enroll for col-
lege credit in humanities, 
theater arts or another area 
specifically designed for the 
student, she said.

The exact dates of the trip 
are still pending, Charnay 
said.

She said she knows depar-
ture will be a few days after 
final exams, which end May 
15, and the trip will be 16 days 
long.

The trip is not only for 
OCCC students, Charnay 
said. It also is available to their 
friends and family members, 
and even students enrolled at 
other colleges.

Just a few of the many loca-
tions travelers will experience 
on this trip are sightseeing 
tours of Dublin, Edinburgh, 
York, and London, she said.

Charnay said the trip will 
cost $3,159 for people age 
22 years old or younger. For 
participants 23 years old and 

older the cost is $3,704.
This fee includes airfare, ho-

tel accommodations, break-
fast and dinner every day, as 
well as all sightseeing tours, 
walking tours, and visits to 
any attractions the group goes 
to, she said.

For those wishing to earn 
college credit for the trip, the 
type of credit can be tailored 
to the student’s individual de-
gree requirements, Charnay 
said.

One option is a Theatre Arts 
Special Topics course-Interna-
tional Travel where students 
concentrate on theatrical top-
ics. 

Another is Humanities 
credit International Travel 
where students would study 
something more in line with 

College plans trip to england, ireland

the humanities courses offered 
at OCCC, which are a require-
ment in every degree plan. 

Tuition cost is not included 
in the cost quoted for the trip.

Brent Noel, theater profes-
sor, said he is planning to go 
on this year’s trip.

“The benefit for students to 
go abroad is that it reminds 
us that most of the world isn’t 
American,” Noel said. “We 

tend to get myopic if we don’t 
engage other cultures. There’s 
a lot of stuff out there that 
doesn’t revolve around who 
has been voted off ‘Dancing 
with the Stars’ or ‘American 
Idol.’”

To register for the trip or 
for more information, contact 
Charnay at 405-682-1611, ext. 
7143, or e-mail rcharnay@
occc.edu.

“ the benefit for students to go abroad is 
that it reminds us that most of the world 

isn’t american ... there’s a lot of stuff out 
there that doesn’t revolve around who has 
been voted off ‘dancing with the stars’ or 

‘american idol.’”
—BrenT noel

TheATer professor

hand, Argentina has rough-
ly 1.5 million cars running 
on natural gas, according 
to Clean Vehicle Education 
Foundation Web site.

Since so many companies 
are switching to cheaper and 
cleaner natural gas to run 
their fleets, the department 
decided there was a need to 
train students to meet the de-
mand for those technicians, 
Steere said. 

He said it’s a good idea be-
cause natural gas is a renew-
able energy source.

Natural gas is a renewable 
fuel because anything that de-
cays, such as landfill material, 
can be turned into methane, 
which is a natural gas, Steere 
said. 

Liquefied natural gas also 
is cheaper than gasoline, he 
said, costing about a dollar a 
gallon.

“To work on a car with nat-
ural gas, mechanics have to 
be Oklahoma State Certified 
Alternative Fuel Technicians 
and have the card that goes 

along with it,” Steere said.
“The certification class is 

not a credit class, and other 
people are more than wel-
come to enroll.

“I really suggest students 
take Engine Performance and 
Automotive Electrical classes 
before enrolling in this class.”

The alternative fuel pro-
gram is run through Corpo-
rate Learning at OCCC. 

Information can be found 
on the Automotive Technol-
ogy Web site www.occc.edu/
Automotive.

“Once technicians have re-
ceived their certificate, they 
have to renew it every year,” 
Steere said.

The alternative fuel pro-
gram is taught in the Auto-
motive Department.

Steere said the department 
will be offering two classes in 
the spring, the certification 
class and the installer class.

For more information, con-
tact Jim Schwark, Business 
Division dean, at 405-682-
7550.

Vandalism, accident 
top latest crime

MARK SMITH
Senior Writer
seniorwriter@occc.edu

Topping the latest crime reports was a non-injury traf-
fic accident.

On Monday, Nov. 9, drivers Glenna Hargrave and Lori 
Lowe told Safety and Security Officer Larry Lundy they 
were pulling out of their respective parking places and 
failed to see each other.

Lowe told Lundy her vehicle received damage to the 
right rear bumper and tail light assembly. 

Damage to the other vehicle included damage to the 
driver’s side rear door and quarter panel, Hargrave said.

Later the same day, student Brenton Dick reported his 
gym locker had been broken into in the campus Wellness 
Center.

Safety and Security Officer Tim Densmore reported 
finding Dick’s lock in a nearby garbage can. The hasp was 
broken on the lock.

The items missing from the locker were jeans, belt and 
buckle, and car keys. 

Later in the week, Densmore reported finding graffiti 
in the Keith Leftwich Memorial Library’s first floor bath-
room.

No arrests have been made or any other information 
made available at press time.

For more information about theses incidents or to re-
port a crime or accident, call Safety and Security at 405-
682-1611, ext. 7691.  
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Jennifer PearsaLL/Pioneer

Tino Ceballos, business 
major, signs the guest book 
Nov. 13 at the first Kappa Beta 
Delta induction ceremony. 
Sixteen students were 
inducted into the business 
honor society.

Business honor society inducts members
Sixteen StuDentS inCluDeD in inauguRal ClaSS

DeMarCo BaUCoM
News Writing Student
 

Sixteen students formed the 
inaugural class of Kappa Beta 
Delta International Honors 
Society for business students. 

The OCCC chapter held its 
first induction ceremony Nov. 
13 in the College Union. 

Jerry Steward, executive 
vice president, gave the key-
note speech on the meaning 
of leadership.

“I remember when I was a 
teenager and I marched in the 
civil rights movement,” Stew-
ard said. “That was the first 
time I ever witnessed leader-
ship.”

Steward said a leader has 
to have the ability to inspire 
people to do well and want to 
better others.

Germain Pichop, Kappa 
Beta Delta adviser, gave a 

brief explanation of the orga-
nization.

“Kappa Beta Delta is based 
on the principles which these 
Greek words represent,” Pi-
chop said. Kappa is the initial 
letter of the word “kratiseou,” 
which means to excel. 

“Beta is the initial letter of 
the word “bebaous,” which 
means trustworthy. 

“Delta is the initial let-
ter of the word “dokimos,” 
which means genuine and es-
teemed.”

The colors of Kappa Beta 
Delta are blue and gold. Blue 
signifies aristocracy and 
evokes radiant energy. Gold 
implies riches, values and 
strength, Pichop said.  

Pichop also introduced the 
new faculty adviser, Charles 
Wayne Myrick, business and 
economics professor.

“It is such a great honor that 

the society trusted me with 
stepping into the leadership 
role,” Myrick said.

Students inducted during 
the ceremony include Feruza 
Isahodjaeva, Sharon Adams, 
Angela Haggard, Emily Tarp, 
Kristen Hoaglin, Katye Wood, 
Cassady Blakesley, Pamela 
Bradley, Kyle Woods, Jackie 
Dawes, Scott van Houten, 
Jarod Poertner, Tino Cebal-
los Jr., Alisha O’Lague, David 
Rackley, and Natasha Mc-
Daniel.

After being inducted, mem-
bers received their certificates 
from Pichop and Steward.

After receiving his cer-
tificate, business major Kyle 
Woods said he felt honored 
to be accepted into the orga-
nization.

Woods said he believes this 
accomplishment will help 
him find a job in business.

kappa Beta Delta 
fall 2009 inductees

Sharon Adams
Cassady Blakesley
Pamela Bradley
Tino Ceballos Jr.
Jackie Dawes
Angela Haggard
Kristen Hoaglin
Scott van Houten
Feruza Isahodjaeva
Natasha McDaniel
Alisha O’Lague
Jarod Poertner
David Rackley
Emily Tarp
Katye Wood
Kyle Woods

To be eligible for Kappa 
Beta Delta, business students 
must rank in the top 20 per-
cent of their class and main-
tain a grade point average of 
3.0 on a 4.0 scale. 

ColBy DanielS
News Writing Student

Plagiarism is a serious aca-
demic offense that can be 
avoided. 

All the secrets of properly 
documenting outside sources 
in college essays and research 
papers will be revealed at the 
first-ever Documentation 
Day, said Tonya Kymes, Com-
munications Lab supervisor.

Kymes said the Commu-
nications Lab is hosting the 
event from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 30.

Students will learn how to 
document correctly to avoid 
committing plagiarism, she 
said. 

Plagiarism is using the 
words of another as your own 
and not giving credit to the 
original source.

Kymes said the idea for 
Documentation Day is to in-
corporate a fun experience 
with a clear understanding of 
the nature of plagiarism.  

The most common miscon-

Communications Lab hosts Documentation Day Nov. 30
ceptions students have about 
documenting are that they 
do not feel they need to give 
credit or they do not under-
stand the importance of cit-
ing their sources, she said.

With the end of the se-
mester looming, Kymes said, 
many students come into the 
lab looking for help on docu-
mentation.

Two workshops will be 
hosted by the Communica-
tions Lab, she said.

The first workshop begins 
at 11 a.m. and will cover APA 
style documentation.  

The second workshop is 
over MLA style documenta-
tion and begins at 1 p.m. 

Kymes said MLA and APA 
are the most popular styles of 
documentation on campus.

Both workshops take place 
in CU 2 and will last 45 min-
utes each, she said.

Nick Webb, Communica-
tions Lab assistant and work-
shop coordinator, will give 
the presentations.

The Communications Lab 

regularly serves approximate-
ly 20 percent of the student 
population, Kymes said. 

“We would love to see that 
many students pop in and out 
throughout the day,” she said.

Cake, cookies and other re-
freshments will be available 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  

Kymes said the workshops 
and refreshments are open to 
all students

“We are celebrating the idea 
of documentation,” she said.  
“We want students to have 
fun with it.”

The Communication Lab 
is open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Mondays through Thursdays, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Fridays, and 
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Satur-
days.

For more information on 
Documentation Day or the 
Communications Lab, con-
tact Kymes at 405-682-1611, 
ext. 7247.
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Text by Abbey Rexing
Photos by Jennifer Pearsall

Bottom: Baylee Means, 3, from preschool A, finds the felt acorn under the red leaf. 
Lisa Beeman, preschool A teacher’s assistant, said the tree project will go on as long 
as the interest is there. 

ChilD DeVelOPment CenteR ChilDRen BuSy

Sixteen preschoolers took 
a field trip Nov. 18 to 

the college’s tree farm on the 
south edge of campus. 

The excursion was part of 
their lesson on trees in the 
Child Development Center 
and Lab School, said Lee Ann 
Townsend, Child Develop-
ment lab supervisor.

Maddisen, 5, said she al-
ready knew about trees. 
“Acorns fall from acorn trees, 
and trees need water and sun-
shine to grow,” she said. 

Maddisen and her class-
mates said they were excited 
to learn more at the tree 
farm.

Townsend said the idea for 
the lesson came after the chil-
dren noticed the change in 
colors of the leaves and start-
ed expressing interest.

Peyton, 4, said she noticed 
that “leaves change colors 
and fall on the ground when 
it gets cold outside.”

Child Development teach-
ers plan activities that reflect 
the interests and develop-
mental levels of the children, 
Townsend said.

Right now, she said, the les-
sons consist of building the 
children’s knowledge of trees 
by using a variety of subjects 
including science, math and 
language experiences.

The children will observe 
and compare different kinds 
of trees, examining various 
components of trees, and 
counting leaves, Townsend 
said. 

She said the children also 
will read books about trees, 
and weigh and measure leaves 
and tree branches.

The lesson on trees will 
lead to a project on recycling 
because trees are often made 
into paper, Townsend said. 

“We hope that they will see 
the importance of saving our 
trees,” she said.

Top: Lisa Beeman, preschool A teacher’s assistant, and Kylie Love, 4, read “Up, 
Up, Up! It’s Apple-Picking Time.” Beeman said the class will learn about trees through 
science, math and language experiences.

Curiosity about trees prompts lesson plan

Cooper Gordan, 4, from preschool B, hides a felt acorn as part of 
the tree project in the Child Development Center and Lab School. This 
project incorporates music and activities into learning. 



8 • NOVEMBER 30, 2009 PIONEER | OCCC.EDU/PIONEER

sPorts uPCOming
intRamuRalS

eVentS

Landa MccLure/Pioneer

Chris Riley, fitness 
instructor, guides Alvin 
Medina, dermatology 
major, through his daily 
workout routine in the 
college’s Wellness Center. 

The Wellness Center is 
open 6 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Monday to Friday, and 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday.

The center is open to 
students, faculty and the 
community.

Students and faculty can 
use the facility using their 
student ID. Individuals can 
purchase a membership 
fee of $120 for the year.

The center contains 
an aerobic room, three 
basketball courts, a cardio 
room and a weight room.

For more information, call 
405-682-1611, ext. 7786, or  
visit www.occc.edu/RF.

lanDa MCClUre
Staff Writer
staffwriter2@occc.edu

The OCCC Club Flag Football team 
was eliminated from the National In-
tramural-Recreation Sports Associa-
tion regional flag football tournament 
Nov. 14 after suffering two defeats, 
said Eric Watson, Sport and Recre-
ation specialist.

The team lost to Stephen F. Austin 
University 28-6 in the first round of 
the tournament that was held Friday, 
Nov. 13.

The second round pitted OCCC 
against the University of New Mexico 
Saturday, Nov. 14.

New Mexico defeated OCCC 21-8, 
ending the team’s chance to advance.

Even though OCCC went home 
empty handed, Collin Gentry, cap-
tain, said all the players had fun, but 
added they were not as prepared as 

Club football eliminated from tournament
intRamuRalS | football team suffers two losses

they should have been.
“NIRSA rules are different than 

OCCC’s and we didn’t know ’til we 
got down there,” Gentry said. 

“We should have kept up to date 
and we needed to practice more,” he 
said. “We needed to make plays, but 
we didn’t.”

Lack of players was a large factor in 
the games’ outcome, Gentry said.

“We also had a hard time because 
some of our players backed out, so we 
were short handed,” he said.

“Everyone on the team had fun 
though and it was a good experience,” 
Gentry said.

Watson said he is very proud the 
team competed this year. 

“The experience is good for the boys 
because OCCC is not a traditional col-
lege, so it’s good NIRSA offers cham-
pionship tournaments,” he said. 

Club Flag Football members include 
Collin Gentry, Aaron Rigsby, Nick 

Pinkerton, Tyler Hamilton, Steven 
Myers, Ben Dunn and Brian Back.

The team was accompanied by 
Charlie Tarver, Recreation and Fit-
ness sport assistant.

Watson said the team attended the 
NIRSA tournament Nov. 13 to 15 at 
Stephen F. Austin in Nacogdoches, 
Texas.

He said NIRSA allows all registered 
flag football teams to compete in the 
regional tournament.

However, he said, the players must 
be enrolled in at least six credit hours 
at an accredited community college or 
university.

For a complete listing of all colleges 
participating in the NIRSA tourna-
ment and their scores, visit their web-
site at www.nirsa.org.

For more information about flag 
football and other athletic events, 
contact the Recreation and Fitness 
Department at 405-682-7860.

• nov. 30: Youth Basketball: 
Pre-season coaches meeting at 
7 p.m. in the Recreation and Fit-
ness Center’s gymnasium.

• Dec. 1-22: Hatha Yoga classes 
held Tuesdays from 6:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. in the Wellness Cen-
ter.

• Dec. 1-22: Zumba classes 
held Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 7:30 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.; Fri-
days from 4:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. in the 
Wellness Center.

• Dec. 1-23: Pilates classes held 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
noon to 12:55 p.m. and 6:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the Well-
ness Center.

• Dec. 1-22: Shallow water ex-
ercise classes held Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. 
to 6:25 p.m.

• Dec. 1-22: Body Sculpting 
classes held Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. to 
6:25 p.m. in the Wellness Cen-
ter.

• Dec. 2-23: Combo Aerobics 
classes held Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays from noon to 
12:55 p.m. Classes are held in 
the Wellness Center.

• Dec. 2-23: Cardio Boot Camp 
classes will be held Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 
noon to 12:55 p.m.

• Dec. 5: Youth Basketball: free 
pre-season tournament for reg-
istered teams. Tournament will 
begin at 9 a.m. and will be held 
at the Recreation and Fitness 
Center’s gymnasium.

• Dec. 5: The Aquatic Center’s 
pool will be closed for the Joe 
Stocker High School Swimming 
and Diving Invitational. Open 
warm-up will begin at 8 a.m. and 
the meet will start at 10:15 a.m.

For more information, contact 
Recreation and Fitness Spe-
cialist Eric Watson at 405-682-
1611, ext. 7786.

Pumping iron
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Continued from page 1

inteRn: Disney, Tinker Air Force Base internships currently available

locations,” McGee said. 
Interns are paid, as well as 

given assistance with housing 
and career development, she 
said.

There is no need for a car 
since transportation is pro-
vided to all parks, the mall, 
sometimes the beach and 
Wal-Mart, said Benjamin 
Paston, a representative of 
Disney who took part in the 
internship.

“This internship is one that 

will stand out on a résumé, 
one that will give the chance 
to work with world-renowned 
leadership and gain useful, 
transferable skills,” Paston 
said in an e-mail.

Paston said he started as an 
intern for Disney and now 
recruits for the program at 
OCCC and the University of 
Oklahoma. 

He also said he works as an 
emcee for RadioDisney Okla-
homa and volunteers for Dis-
ney VoluntEARS.

“The networking and learn-

ing opportunities were im-
mense,” Paston said. 

“I talked with so many pro-
fessionals and networked with 
many personnel with high 
positions in the company.”

Kelsey Gray, business ma-
jor, attended the workshop 
and said she was impressed 
with the Disney Internship

“The Disney Internship 
sounds fun but it’s also a learn-
ing experience,” she said. 

“The availability of contacts 
and new people is enormous. 
So many good things can 
come out of this opportu-
nity.”

Disney offers a variety of 
jobs including entertainment, 
merchandise, lifeguarding, 
costuming, transportation, 
full- and quick-service food 

and beverage, Paston said. 
“The participants could 

work at any of the resorts or 
parks or Downtown Disney,” 
she said.

 Paston said downtown Dis-
ney is an outdoor shopping, 
dining and entertainment 
complex located at the Walt 
Disney World Resort.

“The internship can last 
from five to eight months, 
and credit is offered through 

most universities,” she said.
McGee said internships can 

be found in many ways: on-
line, through OCCC, or by 
calling and asking her about 
internship opportunities.

For more information, con-
tact McGee at 405-682-1611, 
ext. 7369.

“ the disney internship sounds fun 
but it’s also a learning experience. the 
availability of contacts and new people is 
enormous. so many good things can come 
out of this opportunity.”

—kelsey grAy

oCCC Business mAjor

Continued from page 1

tRanSfeR: Success on 
par with local universities

Comments? Opinions? Let us Know!
E-mail Justin Combs at 

editor@occc.edu
Let your voice be heard!

Search for internships at
www.greatergrads.com

ferring to OU, where she is 
now a senior. 

She said she feels the 
coursework at OU is more 
difficult compared to her 
classes at OCCC.

Brinkman said her profes-
sors at OU are less lenient 
about assignments and ex-
pect work to be turned in on 
time.

“The funny thing is, I work 
a thousand times harder (at 
OU), and my GPA is lower,” 
she said. “It just goes to show 
it’s a lot more difficult.”

Brinkman said her experi-
ence at OCCC helped make 
school work a regular priority 
and habit, which is important 
for junior- and senior-level 
courses.

A recent study from OU in-
dicates OCCC students who 
transfer as sophomores or ju-
niors do better than students 
who transfer as freshman.

Freshman transfers from 
OCCC reported a deficit of 
0.73 in GPA compared to all 

OU undergraduates when 
they transferred from OCCC 
to OU between the fall 2008 
and spring 2009 semesters, as 
compared to a loss of 0.58 by 
sophomore transfers during 
the same time period.

Junior and senior transfers 
reported a loss of only .40 in 
GPA during their first semes-
ter at OU, compared to their 
OU counterparts. 

Harvey said the data shows 
the longer students stay at 
OCCC, the better they do 
when they transfer.

Students who complete 
a degree at OCCC before 
transferring to a four-year 
institution have a higher suc-
cess rating at OU, he said.

“Our students still do rea-
sonably well (at OU),” Har-
vey said.

The Pioneer Online
is the place to go 

for up-to-the minute news 
about YOUR 

college campus! 
www.occc.edu/pioneer  
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student organiZations CamPuS
highlightS

first Documentation Day celebrated
Celebrate APA and MLA documentation 

styles with the Communication Lab’s first 
ever Documentation Day, held from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Monday, Nov. 30. in CU2. Help fight 
academic dishonesty with workshops on both 
APA and MLA style. Refreshments will be 
provided. For more information, contact Nick 
Webb at 405-682-1611, ext. 7678.

absolute submissions sought by Dec. 4
Submissions for Absolute, OCCC’s literary 

and art journal, are currently being accepted 
for publication in April 2010. Students, faculty, 
staff and community members are encour-
aged to submit poetry, short stories, per-
sonal essays, black-and-white photographs 
and drawings to mmccauley@occc.edu. The 
submission deadline is Tuesday, Dec. 4. For 
more information, contact Clay Randolph at 
405-682-1611, ext. 7238.

 
food drive planned

The children of the Child Development 
Center and Lab School will host a canned 
food drive during the month of November. For 
more information, contact Lee Ann Townsend 
at 405-682-7561.

Baptist club offers free lunch
Baptist Collegiate Ministries will offer free 

lunches to all students, faculty, and staff dur-
ing their meetings this semester, held at noon 
Mondays in the Bruce Owen Theater, and 
at 12:20 p.m. Thursdays in room 3N0 of the 
Main Building. For more information, contact 
Mark Barnett at 405-323-0583.

generator program planned
Beginning in spring 2010, OCCC Corporate 

Learning will offer a Generator and Emer-
gency Power Technician certificate program. 
During the course, students will learn how to 
keep their facilities running even when elec-
tricity fails. This class is designed for anyone 
involved with power generation in the work 
place. Dates and times for the upcoming 
course have not been set. For more informa-
tion, please contact Corporate Learning at 
405-682-7562. 

 All Highlights are due Monday by 5 p.m.
 for inclusion in the next issue. 

highlight forms can be picked up in 
the Pioneer office, located on the second floor
of the main Building, across from the elevator.

Whitney KniGht
Staff Writer
staffwriter1@occc.edu

An assortment of fes-
tive gift baskets will be 
made available for bid-
ding as well as immedi-
ate purchase Monday, 
Nov. 30, when the Nurs-
ing Student Association 
holds its annual Christ-
mas basket fundraiser.

Kandice Edwards, 
club president, said this 
is a longtime tradition 
pre-dating her time as a 
club member.

Baskets spread holiday cheer
StuDent life | nursing Student association holds Christmas fundraiser

“The NSA does this 
every year,” Edwards 
said. “It’s been going on 
since before I was even a 
student here.” 

A variety of gift bas-
kets filled with items 
ranging from candy to 
Christmas gifts will be 
available, she said.

“A selection of baked 
goods will also be avail-
able.” 

Linda Cowan, faculty 
sponsor, said much of 
the fundraiser’s success 
is owed to Jacqueline 
Frock, nursing professor 

and fellow club sponsor. 
“She loves to go to 

thrift stores and col-
lect items for the event,” 
Cowan said. 

Edwards said the event 
is primarily a silent auc-
tion, though some bas-
kets will be sold for a 
fixed price.

Money raised will 
go toward sending 
club members to the 
American Association 
of Occupational Health 
Nursing, to be held 
in Orlando, Fla., next 
April, she said.

Last year, Cowan said, 
the club raised more 
than $600.

“We do various things 
for various organiza-
tions throughout the 
year,” Edwards said. 
“This one is focused on 
us.

“We hope everyone 
comes out to see what 
we have to offer.”

For more information, 
visit the Nursing Stu-
dent Association Web 
site through Student 
Life at www.occc.edu/
studentlife.

Cultural awareness

Jennifer PearsaLL/Pioneer

Chiaki Troutman, World Languages and Cultures Center lab assistant, explains the different 
activities planned for the Modern Language Festival, part of International Education Week. The 
festival, held Nov. 16 in the World Languages Lab, offered students the chance to learn about 
various cultures while enjoying tasty foreign food.

Do you have news you’d like to share? 
Maybe you know of an OCCC student 

worthy of a mention. If so, contact Justin 
at editor@occc.edu or 

call 405-682-1611, ext. 7409.

extRa! extRa!
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classifieds tODay’S 
CROSSWORD Puzzle

Pioneer classified advertising 
is free to all enrolled OCCC 
students and employees for 
any personal classified ad. Ad 
applications must be submitted 
with IDs supplied by 5 p.m. 
Mondays prior to the publication 
date. For more information, 
call the Ad Manager at 405-
682-1611, ext. 7674, or e-mail 
adman@occc.edu.

fOR Sale: Iomega zip 
drive, new, never out of box. 
250MB, USB powered. PC/
Mac. $40. Call: 405-682-
1611, ext. 7765.

feeling fluffy?

Time to get off your cloud 
and join the challenge.

occc.edu/wellness

ROOmmate WanteD: Two 
bedroom, two bath apartment 
near Baptist Medical Center. 
3 pools, workout room, ten-
nis court, washer & dryer 
included. $300 plus half utili-
ties. Warwick West at NW Ex-
pressway and Independence. 
Contact Harley at 405-627-
9269.

nuRSing BOOkS: CDs in-
cluded. Silvestri, Hogan, etc. 
Excellent reference materials, 
concepts easily explained and 
practice questions. NCLEX-
RN review materials. Very 
good condition. Call 405-779-
0787.

fOR Sale: 2000 Nissan Al-
tima. 170,000 miles, black, 
4-door, automatic. Fully 
loaded, power ateering, A/C, 
stereo, new tires. Best condi-
tion for this price. $3,000. Call 
405-885-5297.

nOW hiRing: Employees 
to conduct surveys over the 
phone. Part-time work. You 
set your own schedule. Lo-
cated in Moore at 210 N. 
Broadway. Please call Wil-
liam Perez of CHS and Asso-
ciates at 405-799-6362.

RiDe neeDeD: Looking for 
someone who could give me 
rides from the OU campus in 
Norman to OCCC. Also need 
rides to Norman from OCCC. 
Call me at 405-413-2177, or 
e-mail: juanse2606@hotmail.
com.

a fresh new world for yogurt lovers
                             non fat,self-serve Italian yogurt

                                                       smoothies & crepes 

we proudly serve filtered water products

we offer Boba tea and coffee

Chatenay Square 104th & S Penn

Mon-Thur 11-9:30pm  Fri & Sat 11-10pm Sun 11- 9pm

405-735-9999  www.lemontreeyogurt.com  free WiFi

www.occc.edu/pioneer

it PayS tO aDVeRtiSe in the PiOneeR
Reach thousands of students and staff members

 in print and online with your ad.
E-mail Cynthia at adman@occc.edu 

or call 405-682-1611, ext. 7674.

aRe yOu inteReSteD 
in leaRning SPaniSh? 

Get Free Help in 
pronunciation, 

grammar, and more.
www.helpspanish.org

DOn’t Wait until the 
laSt minute!

Submit your entries for 
consideration now.

The 2010 edition of the 
absolute

(a literary anthology) 
goes to press soon.

Short stories, poetry, art, 
and photography are the 

catagories. Entry forms and 
information are available at 
the Arts and Humanities of-
fice. Don’t let an opportunity 
to have your work published 

slip away. Contact:
mmccauley@occc.edu, 
crandolph@occc.edu, or

jinglette@occc.edu.

angel food is great for 
students, families, and se-
niors.  A $30 signature box 
can feed a single college stu-
dent for about a month. Place 
your order in person at 1213 
E. Lindsey in Norman, OK. 
December 5, 9:30 AM - 11:00 
AM, for delivery December 
12. Visit http://www.genera-
tions.tv/angel-food for more 
info including menus and on-
line ordering options.  Cash, 
credit, and Access Oklahoma 
accepted.

fOR Sale: Kenmore washer 
and dryer in very good condi-
tion. $250. OBO. Queen-size 
bed $200, OBO. Blue leather 
recliner $60 OBO. Call: 405-
436-4964.

fOR Sale: Fender gui-
tar. Brand new. Only played 
twice. No scratches or dings. 
Price of $120 includes bag, 
guitar stand, and amp. Call: 
405-229-2451.
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you and a guest are invited 
to an advance screening

OPenS in theateRS DeCemBeR 4

Thursday, December 3rd, 7:30 p.m.
AMC Crossroads 16

*Supplies are limited. Complimentary passes are 
available in the Pioneer office 2M6 MB on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. One admit-two pass per person with a 

valid OCCC ID and proof of age.

ethan henDriCKS
Staff Writer
staffwriter3@occc.edu

Plans for a recording stu-
dio that were put on the back 
burner for lack of funding-
have resurfaced and are pre-
gressing quite nicely, said Mi-
chael Boyle, music professor.

“A recording studio was 
slated for construction with 
the Visual Arts and Perform-
ing Center,” he said. “Howev-
er, [it] got slashed due to the 
economy.”

So, Boyle said, he and sev-
eral music students worked 
together and began building a 
recording studio in the Visual 
and Performing Arts Center 
on their own this past sum-
mer.

“The studio may not have 
been built by the college,” 
he said, “but there are funds 
available that we can use to 
build the studio.”

Boyle said they buy the 
components they need, such 
as speakers, cables, and mi-
crophones and then assemble 
them in the studio room.

“We used money from our 
regular spending budget and 
student technology fees to 
pay for most of it,” he said.

Prof heads recording studio effort
Boyle said the Film and Vid-

eo Department even chipped 
in to pay for several speakers 
and to have the room acousti-
cally treated.

Overall, he said, they have 
spent about $19,000 so far. 

However, they still need 
another $90,000. They hope 
to attain part of this money 
through a government grant, 
Boyle said.

“We have applied for the 
Federal Stimulus Plan,” he 
said. “It’s a massive program 
that President Obama has set 
forth, in which he is going to 
send $12 billion to commu-
nity colleges over the next 10 
years.

“We are hoping to be [the 
lucky] recipient of probably 
$25,000 to $35,000 of that $12 
billion.”

Boyle said he is a firm be-
liever in having students 
practice and record using the 
same software that potential 
employers will be using. 

In order to achieve this, 
he said, he wants to have the 
most up-to-date technology 
in the studio.

“Our recording software, 
Logic, is a professional record-
ing software made by Apple,” 
Boyle said. “This is the same 

stuff that Hollywood record-
ing studios use. 

“The software itself was 
$500. So, you know, this 
equipment isn’t cheap.”

Music and Film and Video 
students are excited about the 
studio and what they will be 
able to do with it.

“The studio looks pretty 
cool,” said Jean Locke, film 
and video major. 

“It’s still got a little way to go, 
based on what we’re learning 
about sound. It’s still missing 
a few components.

“I haven’t recorded anything 
in the studio yet but today I’m 
hoping to record some bytes 
in there … ”

David Traxler, music major, 
said the studio looks cool.

“It’s amazing what we can 
do in there,” Traxler said. “I 
was surprised when we were 
told last semester we were 
getting a studio.

“It’s really white though,” 
Traxler quipped. “Definitely 
needs some color.”

Boyle said the only downfall 
is that the project has forced 
him to cancel the December 
Jazz Concert after the studio 
project absorbed the practice 
hours they would have spent 
preparing for the fall concert.

JUStin CoMBS
Editor
editor@occc.edu

Grammy-nominated jazz 
group, The Four Freshmen, 
will perform a sold out con-
cert at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
1, in the Bruce Owen Theater, 
said Lemuel Bardeguez, Cul-
tural Programs director.

“The Four Freshman is the 
longest-running four-part vo-
cal jazz harmony ensemble 
still in existence,” Bardeguez 
said.

For those without tickets to 
the concert, he said, the Four 
Freshmen will hold a master’s 
class at 11 a.m. the next day, 
Wednesday, Dec. 2, in the 
Bruce Owen Theater.

“The Four Freshman will 
perform a song and then work 
with the OCCC Jazz ensemble 
critiquing and listening to 
them perform and probably 
play a song with them,” Bar-
deguez said.

“The concert is sold out, but 
students can attend the Mas-
ter’s Class and gather an idea 
of what it’s about and some 
insight into the music’s style 
and history.”

What makes the group 
unique, he said, is the musi-

cians handle both instrument 
and vocal duties.

Bardeguez said it is a re-
quirement for musicians in 
the group is to be proficient at 
singing while playing.

“It’s very unusual for that 
kind of group, where the four 
part harmonies are being sung 
by the musicians playing the 
music,” he said.

The group has undergone 
several changes over the 
years, Bardeguez said, but the 
original style and music have 
remained untouched with the 
help of original members.

“Two of the four original 
members are still involved in 
the production of the show,” 
Bardeguez said.

four freshman concert sold out
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muSiC StuDentS take On BuiDling PROjeCt 

Related master’s 
class still has 
seats available 


