
By Matt Bishop
Staff Writer

Hundreds of seats in the upcoming Performing Arts 
Center are being sold as a way to raise money 

for its construction, and give donors a way to have an 
everlasting honor sketched in the history of OCCC, said 
Institutional Advancement Executive Director Pat Ber-
ryhill.

The “Best Seat in the House Campaign” is offering the 
seats to individuals, including faculty, students, corpora-
tions and companies, Berryhill said.

President Paul Sechrist said the campaign is a joint 
effort with the Women of 
the South, a philanthropic 
organization with close ties 
to the college.

The seat backs will bear a 
commemorative plate with 
the donor’s name.

The donor also may 
choose to honor a family 

member, friend or company.
“The seat will forever bear the name of the employee or 

name of the person honored,” Sechrist said.
Also, donor names will be put on a plaque displayed 

in the theater lobby of the Performing Arts Center, Ber-
ryhill said.

The prices are $250 for mezzanine and balcony level 
seats, and $500 for orchestra level seats. Berryhill said 
the 1,066 seats could add $353,250 to the total amount 
raised so far.

Sechrist said employees could pay for the seat in one 
payment, or through monthly payroll. 

For example, a mezzanine seat, $250, would cost about 
$5 per month, for up to five years, he said.

 The campaign kicked off in early March, Sechrist said. 
He said he doesn’t want to pressure employees into buy-
ing a seat, but encourages employees to consider this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

“I am always hesitant to ask employees to contribute to 
anything, especially in difficult and uncertain economic 
times,” Sechrist said. “I hope employees will see this as 
an opportunity.” 

He also said students are welcome to purchase seats 
to have their name remembered.

Berryhill said the campaign has already sold more than 
30 seats, raising in excess of $15,000.

Construction on the theater is set 
to begin in late 2010. The cost to 

By Adriane Scherer
News Writing

The first of three safe-
ty drills scheduled 

for 2009 earned a grade 
of B from Campus Safe-
ty and Security Director 
Ike Sloas, who said some 
changes need to be made 
to improve the system. 

The daytime drill took 
place at 9:05 a.m. March 
24. 

Roughly 2,300 students 
and faculty were warned 
of a tornado by a voice 
announcement system 
and on more than 1,000 
phones across campus, 
Sloas said.  

This drill simulated a re-
sponse to a tornado warn-

Theater seats 
sold in effort 
to raise funds 
‘Best Seat in House Campaign’ 

off to a good start 

Health check

Drills point out holes in system

Linda Cochran, second year paramedic student, evaluates the blood pressure of 
Tiernye Eden, freshmen CAD student, at the recent Wellness Fair. OCCC hosted the fair 
to promote a healthier campus.

Photo by Joseph A. Moore II

ing from the city, which 
attempts to give residents 
about a 13-minute warn-
ing to take shelter, but in 
some cases, much less 
time. 

In the school’s case, it 
took students and staff 
about seven minutes to 
find their safe place and 
clear the open areas after 
they were given the warn-
ing, Sloas said.

A similar drill occurred 
on the evening of March 24 
to test the procedure with 
night students and staff.

A few improvements 
were being tested in this 
safety drill, after a simi-
lar drill that took place in 
July 2008. 

The summer drill had 

a 99 percent participa-
tion rate, but few students 
were on campus at the 
time, Sloas said. 

Sloas said he  thought 
the March 24 drill was a 
much better test of partic-
ipation, considering there 
were many more students 
on campus. 

Since most people were 
advised to seek shelter in 
concrete stairwells in cam-
pus buildings, Sloas said, 
his officers learned they 
need some mechanism 
for communicating with 
the people taking cover in 
those areas. That proved 
impossible during the 
drill. 

See “Drill,” page 12See “Seats,” page 9

“The seat will 
forever bear the name 
of the employee or the 

person honored.”
— Paul Sechrist
OCCC President
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Editorial and Opinion
Editorial

The PIONEER is a publica-
tion of Oklahoma City Com-
munity College through the 
Division of Arts and Humani-
ties. It is published weekly 
during the fall and spring 
semesters and the eight-week 
summer session.

All opinions expressed are 
those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent those of 
the publisher. 

The PIONEER welcomes let-
ters to the editor and encour-
ages the use of this publication 
as a community forum. All let-
ters must include the author’s 
name, address, phone number 
and signature. However, the 
PIONEER will withhold the 
name if the request is made 
in writing. The PIONEER has 
the right to edit all letters and 
submissions for length, libel 
and obscenity. 

Letters to the editor can be 
delivered to the PIONEER of-
fice, mailed to: Pioneer Editor, 
7777 S. May, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma 73159 or faxed to 
405-682-7843.

Letters may also be e-mailed 
to editor@occc.edu. A phone 
number for verification must 
be included. 

The PIONEER can be ac-
cessed on the Internet at:   
www.occc.edu/pioneer.

Color printing this semester 
is paid for, in part, from a grant 
from OPUBCO Communica-
tions Group. 
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Education may 
be the answer

Preparation for emergency 
drill leaves some confused
To the editor:

Is it not the goal for 
emergency preparedness 
measures to practice a 
standard procedure that 
will later avoid chaos in the 
face of a real emergency? 

Like a tornado or violent 
act — whatever the case?

Why then did the 
(March 3) drill feel so 
unorganized?

Some were left confused 
and irritated in the end. 

Personally, I was upset 
by the fact that during the 
drill — I walked in after it 
began — nobody could tell 
me what was going on. 

Security officers were 

The last few months everyone has really had to 
tighten their belts as money seems to get tighter. 
But a college degree could be the solution in the 
long run.

It’s obvious an economic hardship is upon us. 
Oklahoma has seen a major increase in people 

applying for food stamps, shelter and financial 
assistance. There also has been an increase in 
job loss and layoffs.  

Even on campus, it has become obvious our 
current economic situation is affecting students. 
More students are seeking financial aid.

 Harold Case, Student Financial Support Ser-
vices dean, said there has been an 8.36 percent 
increase in the number of students applying for 
financial aid, compared to one year ago.

He said he expects to see an increase in the 
number of students losing their jobs in future 
semesters.

Judy McGee, Employment Services coordina-
tor, said she thinks the state of the economy has 
increased the work for Employment Services.

“The number of students seeking jobs has 
drastically increased,” said McGee.  

McGee said there has been an increase in stu-
dents looking for work on campus and off.  

“A more-than-normal number of students are 
looking for jobs on campus because they can’t 
afford the gas to travel,” she said.

Transportation is another issue in these finan-
cially hard times.  

The economy has adversely affected a lot of 
parents and other family members that were as-
sisting students through school.  

Students often end up in the career services of-
fice or the financial aid office, looking for help.  

Some of them even confess that without assis-
tance, not only will they have to quit school, but 
also will end up without any food.  

However, hope is high and most keep trying 
to make their way through. During the March 3 
job fair, more then 4,000 job seekers showed up 
looking for work. Farmers Insurance passed out 
2,000 business cards in the first 15 minutes.

A few things can be done to help make this 
rough financial time a little less stressful. 

First and formost, set a budget. It’s easy to get 
off track or go under if balances are unknown, 
which can lead to overspending.

Ask for help. There are many agencies that of-
fer assistance. 

 “We can usually find a job for anyone,” McGee 
said. Students won’t know unless they ask.

Be patient and continue to pursue college 
goals. An education is a good path to more finan-
cial freedom.

—Christina Barger
Staff Writer

apparently instructed not 
to. 

I expect, during real 
events, security staff  — 
of  all people — would be 
more cooperative. 

Why not pass out 
fliers while people are 
congregated or provide 
some sort of instruction 
verbally? 

I hope the Pioneer 
will publish detailed 
information so that during 
the next drill or a real 
emergency, students can 
be more prepared. 

After all, the 30 or so 
people who were made to 
wait around the info desk 

were not in a safe place, 
with all the glass around 
the area. 

I am disappointed and 
left confused.

—Shannon Baker
OCCC Student

www.occc.edu/pioneer

Comments? Opinions?
E-mail Stephen at

editor@occc.edu
Let your voice be heard!
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Tyler Perry has done it 
again. 

The multi-talented actor, 
director and screenwriter 
released his fifth featured 
film “Madea Goes To Jail” 
Feb 20. 

The film grossed $41 mil-
lion opening night, making 
it the biggest opening night 
for Perry.

Mabel Madea Simmons 
is the southern, rambunc-
tious, no-nonsense char-
acter played by Perry. 

She has gotten into a 
high-speed chase that 
lands her in front of a 
judge. Madea’s license is 
suspended and she is or-
dered to attend anger man-
agement classes.

When Madea’s daughter 
Cora, played by Cora Brown 
(“Meet The Browns”), is 
late to pick her up, Madea 
drives herself to K-Mart.

When Madea gets to K- 
Mart, she has a confronta-
tion with a woman over a 
parking space.

Madea is arrested. She 
goes to court confident 
she will get a slap on the 
wrist since she knows the 
judge. 

Instead of the same 
judge, she gets a stricter 
judge, played by television 
Judge Greg Mathis. 

Madea is sentenced to 
prison where she meets 
Candy, played by ’80s star 

Latest ‘Madea’ movie a hit 

Dear students, 
One of the best tools for landing the job you 

want is a professional résumé. 
A résumé is a written document job seekers 

present to prospective employers that provides a 
variety of information, including the applicant’s  
name, address, phone and email, education, work 
experience, honors and awards, volunteer and 
community service activities, college and or pro-
fessional memberships, strengths and reference 
information.  

There are also a variety of résumé formats de-
signed to best communicate your specific back-
ground and employment goal. 

The chronological résumé organizes information 
by date, listing, for example, your work history in 
reverse order. 

The most current job is mentioned first, followed 
by previous positions, etc. 

A functional résumé allows the writer to draw 
from all life experiences and will focus on skills.  

Finally, the targeted résumé spotlights skills 
and strengths for a specific job.  

Résumé tips include:

• Avoid personal information such as your birth-
day or social security number.

• Length of the résumé will vary depending on 
the individual, but normally is one to two pages.

• Use white or off-white bond resume paper.
• Select the format that complements your job-

search objective.
• Use action words.
• Give examples to illustrate your skills.
• Avoid using the pronoun “I.”
• Do not include a photo of yourself.
• Have someone proofread your résumé.

OCCC students may register online at www.
occc.optimalresume.com to create their résumé. 

Registration is free and help is available through 
the OCCC Student Employment and Career Ser-
vices office on the first floor of the Main Building, 
room 1G7. 

For additional assistance, call 405-682-7519 or 
e-mail employmentservices@occc.edu.

——Debra Vaughn
Student Employment and
 Career Services Director

Keisha Knight Pulliam. 
Pulliam played Rudy 

Huxtable, the youngest 
daughter on the hit show 
“The Cosby Show.” 

In the movie, Candy is a 
prostitute who is sentenced 
to 17 years in prison on 
trumped up charges. 

During Madea’s arraign-
ment, Joshua, played by 
Derek Luke (“Antwone 
Fisher Story”), is an at-
torney who reunites with 
Candy, an old neighbor-
hood friend and college 
classmate. 

Joshua gives Candy a 
business card and tells her 
to call if she needs any-
thing.

Candy, unbeknown to 
Joshua, receives 17 years 
in prison. 

Joshua’s fiancée, who 
works for the district attor-
ney, adds bogus charges to 
Candy’s conviction. 

Throughout the movie, 
Candy and Joshua keep 
referring to an incident in 
college but no one says 
what happened. You will 
have to see it for yourself to 
find out what the secret is.

Tyler Perry always done 
a great job combining com-
edy with traditional family 
values. 

Whether it is “Diary of a 
Mad Black Woman” show-
ing the strength of a wom-
an, or “Daddy’s Little Girls” 
exhibiting a father’s love for 
his daughters, Tyler Perry 
has brought attention to 
the African-American fam-
ily with comedy.

For more information 
on Tyler Perry, previous 
“Madea” films, and his 
many projects, log on to 
www.tylerperry.com.

Rating: B+
—Derek Jones

Staff Writer

Call me nostalgic, but 
I cannot help but enjoy 
television and films from 
my childhood. An all-time 
favorite of mine is proba-
bly John Carpenter’s “Big 
Trouble in Little China.”

Released in 1986, this 
semi-campy homage to 
martial arts and horror 
continues to entertain 
me. 

The movie stars Kurt 
Russell as Jack Burton, a 
big rig driver who stumbles 
upon the ancient Chinese 
wizard Lo Pan’s evil plot to 
gain immortality.  

Jack Burton seems to 
stumble throughout the 

Childhood movie still a classic 

movie. He always seems to 
be the one without a clue 
to what is actually going 

on, but because of his love 
interest Gracie Law, he 
keeps plodding through 
a story that seems to get 
more and more hilariously 
outlandish.

Co-starring is a young 
Kim Cattrall as Gracie 
Law, a nosy lawyer who 
is investigating the disap-
pearances of young girls in 
Chinatown.  

Gracie Law has more 
brains than common 
sense and keeps getting 
into trouble.

From Chinese gang 
fights in the middle of a 
funeral, to a wizards’ duel 
that seems like a combi-

nation of an arcade game 
and thumb wrestling, “Big 
Trouble in Little China” 
keeps you laughing.

It is the fifteenth film di-
rected by John Carpenter 
and Carpenter’s third film 
with Kurt Russell. If you 
are a fan of John Carpen-

ter’s horror, or Kurt Rus-
sell’s particular combina-
tion of humor and action, 
“Big Trouble in Little Chi-
na” is definitely a film you 
should check out.

Rating: A
—Luke Carter

Staff Writer
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marijuana.
The girls follow 

Justin back to a ho-
tel room where, later 
on, they meet with 
Morton (Michael Bo-
wen), Giles  (Joshua 
Cox) and Sadie (Riki 
Lindhome), all of 
whom are connected 
to Justin, and every-
thing goes terribly 
wrong.

The girls realize 
that Morton, Giles 
and Sadie are crimi-
nals who have killed 
a cop. They try to 
get away, only to be 
dragged back in.

The criminals believe 
they killed Mari after 
shooting her while in the 
water as she tried to es-
cape, but she washes up 
on shore and finds her way 
back to her lake house.

Before Mari reaches the 
house, however, the crimi-
nals find the only house in 
the area, which just hap-
pens to be the one Mari’s 
family is staying at. 

The parents prove to be 
quite hospitable and un-
knowingly allow the crimi-
nals to stay in their guest 
house.

Mari claws her way back 
to the lake house as ev-
eryone is going to bed, 
and her parents hear the 
noise.

Her parents, Emma 
(Monica Potter) and John 
Collingwood (Tony Goldw-
yn), nurse her and realize 

Remake a thrilling, emotional ride for 
viewers exhibiting grusesome revenge

Torture used as redemp-
tion for torture. That is a 
simple line to describe the 
events of the new thriller 
“The Last House on the 
Left.”

The movie is a remake of 
its Swedish predecessor, 
which was made in 1972.

More than 30 years lat-
er, it finds its way to the 
big screen, and leaves a 
lasting mark.

In the movie, Mari Col-
lingwood (Sara Paxton) is 
a talented swimmer who is 
going away for the week-
end with her parents to a 
secluded beach house.

Once Mari and her fam-
ily arrive, she decides she 
wants to hang out with her 
friend Paige (Martha  Ma-
cIsaac) at the convenience 
store Paige works at. 

While hanging out, a 
mysterious guy named 
Justin overhears the girls 
chatting about marijuana 
and offers an exchange 
in goods; free merchan-
dise from the convenience 
store for a free supply of 

the criminals are the ones 
who nearly killed their 
daughter.

The movie then takes a 
twisted turn in torment, 
as the parents begin to 
plot their revenege for 
what happened to their 
daughter.

The parents’ acting was 
the brightest spot in the 
movie, even though most 
everyone played their 
parts well. 

The parents didn’t hold 
back their emotion and 
it buried its way into the 
hearts of the viewers when 
they got their revenge on 
the criminals.

The movie is also ex-
tremely gory. In other 
words, it’s not for the 
faint-hearted.

The storyline is some-
what predictable, but the 
trailer gives it away. View-
ers know what happens 
before they even step foot 
into the theater.

Though predictability 
was present, it was still 
exciting to see what would 
happen next.

Sometimes these thrill-
ers are more frightening 
than horror films. They 
portray something that 
really could happen, and 
that is a scary thought to 
almost all.

Fans of thrillers and gore 
should thoroughly enjoy 
this movie.

Rating: A
—Stephen Sossamon

Editor

Two sisters start a clean-
ing service and name it 
“Sunshine Cleaners.” 
Yawn.

A single mom is having 
an affair with a married 
police officer. Her sister is 
an unreliable, pot-smoker. 

They need money so 
they start a biohazard and 
crime scene clean-up ser-
vice. They name it “Sun-
shine Cleaners.” 

Now, that is an idea for a 
good movie script.

The tagline for this movie 
is “life’s a messy business” 
and leads one to believe 
the story is a comedy. 

Not so. The line should 
read, “death’s a messy 

business.”
While there are some 

comedic spots, the film is 
about a family with deep 
emotional problems finding 
ways to overcome them.

Rose, played by Amy 
Adams, goes to work at a 
dead-end maid job each 
day in order to raise her son 
Oscar (Jason Spevack). 

When she is forced to find 
a private school for Oscar, 
she looks for a way to earn 
more money.

Rose tells her high school 
sweetheart, who is now 
married to someone else, 
about her plight. 

He suggests crime-scene 
cleanup pays very well, 

and an idea is born.
Younger sister Norah 

(Emily Blunt) lives with 
their father (Alan Arkin), 
and cannot seem to keep 
a job. 

Rose convinces Norah to 
be her business partner.

While the women at-
tempt to remain emotional-
ly detached, at each crime 
scene they are faced with 
the grisly mess of death 
and memories of the past.

“Sunshine Cleaners” is 
rated R for language, sex-

uality and drug use, but 
most of all for disturbing 
images. 

The crime scene shots 
are very realistic, and not 
for anyone who has a weak 
stomach, but those scenes 
are necessary to the cred-
ibility of the plot.

Writer Megan Holley put 
a human face on an un-
pleasant side of life. 

She also shows what re-
ally happens after the po-
lice are through with a 
crime scene. Life goes on, 
with a little help from the 
“Sunshine Cleaners.”

Rating: B
—Cynthia Praefke

Staff Writer

‘Sunshine Cleaners’ depicts family struggles 
with realistic crime scene clean-up scenario
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By Christina Leake
News Writing Student 

Two OCCC students won 
awards this year at the 
Oklahoma Broadcast Edu-
cators Association compe-
tition Feb. 21 at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma. 

Eduardo DeLeon placed 
first in the Radio Person-
ality category and Nick 
Stout received third place 
in the Television Commer-
cial category. 

“This is the first time we 
have entered the Radio 
Personality Category,” said 
Gwin Faulconer-Lippert, 
mass media communica-
tions professor. “In fact, 
this is the first year for the 
category and we won.” 

DeLeon’s entry came 
from his radio log project 
that all OCCC audio pro-
duction students must 

produce in class. When 
Rick Lippert, broadcasting 
professor, told DeLeon he 
won he said, “I thought he 
was joking with me.”

DeLeon is currently pur-
suing a broadcasting ca-
reer at Telemundo, a local 
Spanish-language televi-
sion station in Oklahoma 
City. 

He said he was hired re-
cently to work as a camera 
operator. After being there 
only a few weeks he has 
been asked to train to re-
port the news on camera. 

“The skills I learned in 
Gwin’s class have really 
helped me train to be a re-
porter,” DeLeon said. 

Faulconer-Lippert said 
she knew his project was 
special.

“Eduardo’s just has an 
extra spark of energy, 
character and global ap-

Two broadcasting students receive 
awards from statewide competition

peal,” she said. 
Nick Stout’s entry was 

a 30-second commer-
cial students must create 
when taking OCCC’s Video 
Production class. 

“I chose to do it over 
Al’s Bicycles in Edmond 
because I know all of the 
guys that work there be-
cause I used to work there 
as well,” Stout said. 

Stout, a broadcasting 
major, said he would like 
to pursue a career with an 
advertising or media com-
pany doing video produc-
tion. 

“One day I would like to 
build my own media com-
pany,” he said. 

Stout is currently work-
ing as a videographer for 
Rachel Renee Photography 
and Paper Doll Life, an 
online fashion blog of up-
and-coming artists.

OBEA contest entries 
came from 18 colleges, Lip-
pert said. There were more 
than 275 entries submit-
ted for judging. 

The competition is judged 
by 50 working Oklahoma 
broadcast professionals, 
he said. 

To enter the competi-
tion, a student’s college 
has to be a member of the 
Oklahoma Association of 
Broadcasters. 

Both DeLeon and Stout 
will walk away with a 
plaque, certificate and ré-
sumé credit. 

When OAB members are 
hiring they look for the 
OBEA credit, Lippert said.  

“As industry profession-

als, we know the value of 
the OBEA competition,” he 
said. 

Each year the OAB 
makes a highlight reel of all 
of the winners to show at 
the OAB luncheon, which 
will be held April 16. 

Both students will be at-
tending the OBEA Student 
Competition Awards April 
17 at the Renaissance Ho-
tel in Tulsa.

By Josh Perry
News Writing Student

More than 400 students 
and nearly 30 professors 
have registered to use a 
computer software pro-
gram called Rosetta Stone 
to help them learn anoth-
er language, said Chiaki 
Troutman, head of the 
World Languages and Cul-
tures Center. 

Enrollment in the Ro-
setta Stone software is 
reaching numbers very 
few thought it would dur-
ing its first year of use at 
the college, she said. 

As of March 3, 426 stu-
dents were signed up to 
use Rosetta Stone, which 
the college received on 
July 8, Troutman said. 

Since the beginning of 
the semester, 127 stu-
dents have enrolled in the 
program and begun learn-
ing a foreign language. 

These students vary 
from those who are en-
rolled in foreign language 
classes to others who are 

simply interested in learn-
ing a new language.

The most popular lan-
guage for Rosetta Stone 
users is Spanish with 176 
users, while Japanese 
comes in second with 52 
users.

Users have signed up for 
a total of 11 languages, 
including Arabic, Portu-
guese and Russian. 

As of now, there have 
been about 30 professors 
enrolled in the Rosetta 
Stone software. 

Currently, the college 
only has 11 languages to 
study. Hopes are to add 
more as the funding for 
the program grows, Trout-
man said.

Rosetta Stone software 
is offered for free in the 
World Languages and Cul-
tures Center on the second 
floor of the Main building. 

Troutman said the soft-
ware costs anywhere from 
$99 to $549 if purchased 
independently.

Troutman is one of the 
driving forces behind this 

surge of new students 
wanting to experience the 
Rosetta Stone software. 

She said anywhere from 
10 to 20 students come 
into the lab each day to 
use the language soft-
ware. 

The software was added 
to four of the computers in 
the Communications Lab 
due to the six that stay 
full in the World Languag-
es lab, she said.

For new students to be-
gin using the software, 
they must first see Trout-
man in the World Languag-
es and Cultures Center to 
create an identification for 
use on the computers. 

Having user identifca-
tion for the software is 
what allows the school to 
track the number of stu-
dents they have using the 
lab’s resources. 

The more students who 
use the lab, the more 
funding the lab receives, 
Troutman said.

Due to the sudden surge 
in the lab the past couple 

months, Troutman said 
students should be on the 
lookout for the Rosetta 
Stone software to learn 
Korean and Vietnamese. 

Business major Seth 
Patterson said the lan-
guage program is useful to 
him because of his long-
term career goals. 

“With my interest in do-
ing mission work and my 
lack of funds to be able 
to buy software like this 
for myself, I am super 
pumped about being able 
to just go sign up and be-
gin learning another lan-
guage,” he said. 

Patterson said he is 
currently working on his 
Spanish-speaking skills 
for his upcoming Mexico 

mission trip in July.
Patterson said he hopes 

to see Korean in the lab 
very soon because that is 
where he is hoping to trav-
el next.

Troutman said she has 
been using the Rosetta 
Stone software for about 
four years now. 

“My favorite language so 
far has been Spanish, but 
I know I should probably 
be learning English just as 
much,” she said jokingly. 

For more information 
about the Rosetta Stone 
software or usage of the 
World Languages and 
Cultures Center, contact 
Troutman at 405-682-
1611, ext. 7560, or e-mail 
ctroutman@occc.edu.

Language learning software catching on fast

Oklahoma Broadcast Educators Association awards
• Eduardo DeLeon — first place, Radio Personality

• Nick Stout — third place, TV Commercial

“The skills I learned 
in Gwin’s class have 

really helped me train 
to be a reporter.” 

—Eduardo DeLeon
OCCC Student

“With my interest in doing mission work and 
my lack of funds to be able to buy software 

like this for myself, I am super pumped about 
being able to just go sign up and begin 

learning another language.”
—Seth Patterson

OCCC Student
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By Adriane Scherer
News Writing Student

Given his thrilling ad-
diction to the art of BMX 
biking, few would have 
predicted broadcasting 
major Nick Stout would be 
behind a video camera or 
sitting in front of a com-
puter screen.

Stout’s interest in BMX 
— bicycle motocross — 
stunting started at age 15 
and took him from just 
weekend riding up to fifth 
place in the Mat Hoffman 
Crazy Freakin’ Bikers 

tournament in Oklahoma 
City in 2003. BMX biking 
is an X game sport spilling 
with adrenaline.

The X games is an an-
nual event with a focus 
on extreme action sports, 
according to www.xgames.
com.

Born in Kansas, later 
traveling to Colorado, 
and eventually settling in 
Oklahoma, Stout said he 
has always carried his in-
terest in bikes wherever 
he lived. 

Although Stout said Col-
orado Springs was his fa-

vorite place to live because 
of its beautiful scenery 
and unbeatable climate, it 
was here in Oklahoma he 
found the opportunity to 
work for Hoffman, a well-
known BMX rider. 

Hoffman is a profes-
sional rider who owns two 
BMX-connected compa-
nies in Oklahoma, Stout 
said.

Hoffman Bikes is the 
company that sells his 
stunt bikes and bik-
ing components, while 
his company HSA builds 
stunting shows and or-
ganizes contests. HSA is 
directly connected to the 
BMX at the X games.

Stout met Hoffman 
through his roommate’s 
uncle, who needed some 
extra help tearing down a 
stunt ramp, and gave them 
a call for assistance. 

He said the next thing he 
knew, he was being flown 
to different places for all 
kinds of ramp assembling 
jobs.

Stout said he was em-
ployed by the uncle who 
owns Sidewall Distribu-
tion, a Hoffman subsid-
iary, until he recently gave 
up his position in sales to 
give college another shot.

Maybe it is a love for 
film that brought Stout 
to OCCC, or maybe it was 
the six knee surgeries due 
to various bike-stunting 
accidents which prompted 
the change in careers. 

Two of Stout’s surgeries 
came after a stunting acci-
dent that resulted in mul-
tiple injuries, including a 
fractured shin bone. This 
eventually ended with par-
tial paralysis of his left leg 
from the knee down. 

“My left leg is half para-
lyzed, but I love biking,” 
Stout said. “I guess some-
day I might settle down.” 

After graduating from 
Edmond Santa Fe High 
School in 2005, Stout 
made a couple of failed at-
tempts at college. He said 
he now is focused and 
committed to his educa-
tion.

“I never knew what I 
wanted to do before, but I 

BMX biker finds passion in video production

Photo provided by Nick Stout
OCCC student Nick Stout stunts on his BMX bike. Stout, 
who has been stunting since he was 15, recently returned to 
college to begin working on his broadcasting degree.

think I finally have a good 
idea,” Stout said.

The lively 24-year-old 
now has a steady handle 
on his future goals. He is 
devoted to his talent in 
filming, editing, producing 
and broadcasting. 

In five years, Stout said, 
he hopes to work in an 
advertising or production 
company and have his 
own media group together 
before his 10-year high 
school reunion.

He said the ultimate 
achievement would be to 
become the “go-to guy” for 
BMX sponsors and repre-
sentatives. But, he said, 
he is willing to work with 
everything from stunt clips 
to advertising. 

It is clear Stout has a 
continued love for biking, 
as you can still find him at 
the half pipe in his spare 
time. 

When he finds time to 
ride, he rides for hours, he 

said. 
He said his favorite loca-

tion is the Mat Hoffman 
Action Sports Skate Park 
in Oklahoma City because 
there are never-ending 
stunt lines. But he prefers 
to check out new places as 
often as possible. 

Stout said he rides a 
Hoffman bike with Hoff-
man and Snafu compo-
nents that he takes much 
pride in. 

Although he still finds 
time for his biking, the 
majority of his time is 
spent in the video produc-
tion lab assisting students 
with the Final Cut editing 
program or working on his 
own videos. 

It was in OCCC’s lab that 
Stout created his recent 
award-winning video. 

His 30-second advertise-
ment clip for Al’s Bicycle 
won him an award from 
the Oklahoma Broadcast 
Education Association.

By Kerri Wright
News Writing Student

Scholarships for courses in water safety training 
are now available, said Stephanie Scott, Recreation 
and Fitness coordinator. 

The Oklahoma Water Safety First group is giving 
universities and colleges all over the state funding 
for these scholarships.  

Scott said OCCC has received enough funding for 
30 scholarships for those wanting to take a water 
safety class. Usually the fee for taking the class is 
$150. The scholarship covers all the expenses as-
sociated with the course.

“They have never done anything like this before 
and it won’t likely happen again,” she said.

The Aquatic Center offers year round courses in 
water safety and lifeguard training. Water Safety 
classes start every few weeks. The course certifies 
students to teach swimming lessons. 

The course pre-requisites state participants must 
be 16 or older and able to swim at “level 4” skills. 
Students will be required to pass a swimming skills 
test on the first day of class.  

Kateri Guyer, physical therapy major, said the 
scholarship is a great idea because of the current 
economic times. 

“It’s a lot of fun,” Guyer said. “It was a great ex-
perience and I learned so much.” 

Scott encourages students to take advantage of 
the scholarship. She said there is a shortage of 
aquatic instructors, especially in the state of Okla-
homa. The Aquatic Center is currently looking for 
three instructors and 10 lifeguards for the sum-
mer. This course gives students an advantage to 
find a job.

For more information on water safety classes, 
students can pick up a brochure at the Aquatic 
Center or call 682-7860. 

For more information on the scholarship and 
how to apply, contact Tré Kramer, Learn to Swim 
program assistant, at 682-7442.

Aquatic Center 
offers scholarships
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By Bishal Malla
Staff Writer

In a city called Douala, 
the largest in Cameroon, 
a young man was rejected 
for the post of manager in 
the largest bank because 
he could not speak good 
English.

That made him so disap-
pointed that he decided to 
change his life.

This is the story of 
28-year-old Camille 
Njeugoue (JER Kway), a 
business major, who chose 
OCCC to pursue his Amer-
ican education. 

“From that day I decid-
ed to learn English and 
get an American degree,” 
Njeugoue said.

Njeugoue completed his 
master’s degree in ac-
counting and finance in 
2005 and was working as 
a finance officer at Dell 
Computers in Cameroon, 
a country in central Af-
rica.

Cameroon is the 53rd 
largest country in the 

world. 
It is the home of more 

than 200 ethnic and lin-
guistic groups. It is also 
known as Africa in Minia-
ture for its geological and 
cultural diversity, accord-
ing to the world factbook. 

Though English and 
French are both official 
languages of Cameroon, 
Njeugoue’s first language 
is French, he said. 

Njeugoue attended col-
lege back home where he 
got his bachelor and mas-
ter’s degree in accounting 
and finance.

“If I were at home then 
it would be time for me to 
get a Ph.D. but my ambi-
tion of learning English 
and getting the highest 
education brought me to 
the U.S.,” he said.

Njeugoue said he first 
came to the U.S. in the 
summer of 2007 to attend 
St. Thomas University in 
Florida.

After studying English 
as a Second Language in 
Florida, he came to Okla-

homa, passed his TOEFL 
and enrolled at OCCC.

TOEFL is the Test of 
English as a Foreign Lan-
guage, which measures 
the ability of students to 
communicate in English 
in colleges and universi-
ties, according to the TOE-
FL official website.

Things have been dif-
ferent and difficult for 
Njeugoue since he first 
came to OCCC.

“I had difficulty in com-
municating with anybody 
because my English was 
not good,” he said. 

“For the first two semes-
ters at OCCC, I had no idea 
what I was doing here.”

He said he believes that 
because of his strong de-
termination and full sup-
port of professors and the 
International office, he 
learned a lot and now he 
is able to communicate in 
English with anybody.

He not only has pro-
gressed in his communica-
tion skills, but also he was 
able to serve as president 

of the International Stu-
dent Association at OCCC 
from the spring of 2008 
until now. 

He has traveled to six 
states so far and he said 
he especially liked Florida, 
Maryland and Virginia.

He said he chose Okla-
homa and OCCC because 
the cost of living is low-
er than any of the other 
states he visited.

Njeugoue said the cost 
for education in the U.S. 
is still very high compared 
to Cameroon.

“In Cameroon, the gov-
ernment always tries to 
lower the cost of education 
so everyone can have ac-
cess to it,” he said.

Njeugoue said he was 
amazed when he saw the 
system in the U.S, which 
is very well maintained.

 “Everything here is so 
fast but still it’s very well 
managed,” he said.

Njeugoue said he finds 
the roads of Oklahoma to 
be very big compared to 
Cameroon. He also finds 
the system of colleges and 
universities to be well de-
veloped.

“Money is the center for 
all activities which is not 
the case in my country,” 
he said. “We normally do 
not need [as] much money 
as Americans earn here to 
live a decent life.”

Njeugoue learned how 
to drive in Cameroon, but 
did not need to own a car 
there because of the ac-
cess to public transporta-
tion.

He said his culture 
preaches that he should 
put himself in other peo-
ple’s shoes.

“My culture teaches me 
to think about others if I 
want to think about my-
self,” he said.

“That’s the reason I 
joined ISA so that I could 
understand other cultures 
of Americans and Interna-
tional students.”

He believes he was fortu-
nate to become president 
of ISA because it gave him 
an opportunity to learn 
different cultures from all 
around the world.

He said he thinks every 
culture has some unique 
things to offer and it is im-
portant to get to know oth-
ers for better cohabitation 
in life and in the world.

“The cultural diversity I 
am experiencing at OCCC 
would be the added value 
for my future career,” he 
said

He invites all the stu-
dents and staff to the ISA 
Food Fair, which will be 
held from 12:30 to 5:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, April 
15, in the College Union.

For more information 
about ISA and its Food 
Festival, call Njeugoue at 
405-445-8697 or e-mail 
him at camillienjeu@
yahoo.fr. 

Staff Writer Bishal Malla 
can be reached at Staff 
Writer1@occc.edu.

Desire to speak better English sends 
Cameroonian student to America

Camille Njeugoue

Capital: Yaounde
Population: 18,879,301
GDP: $39,474,000,000 (USD)
Size: 181,251 sq miles (about the size of California)

National Languages: French, English
Currency: CFA Franc
Government: Independent Republic

Exports: Cocoa, coffee, bananas, rubber 
Festivals: Ngondo, Ngouon, Nyem-Nyem, Fantasia

Details: Cameroon is a central African nation on the Gulf of Guinea, bordered by Nige-
ria, Chad, the Central African Republic, the Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea and 
Gabon. The country is well known for its native styles of music, particularly makossa 
and bikutsi and for its successful national football (soccer) team. Compared with other 
African countries, Cameroon enjoys political and social stability. This has permitted the 
development of agriculture, roads, railways and large petroleum and timber industries. 
Cameroon’s religious makeup is 40 percent indigenous beliefs, 40 percent Christian, and 
20 percent Muslim.

*Source: www.cia.gov  

Cameroon —
  (kam-ur-ROON)

World Region: Africa
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Sports

UPCOMING
 OCCC 

INTRAMURALS
EVENTS

By Justin Combs
Staff Writer

Swagga’ succeeded in chalking 
up another undefeated season, 
going 8-0, by beating the Warriors 
77-52 in the Intramural basket-
ball championship game March 
13 in the Wellness Center gym.

Swagga’ scored first with Sean 
Trosper charging to the basket 
for a lay-up.

The Warriors put their first 
points on the board when Dillon 
Dougherty passed into the paint 
to Jarod Martin, who hit a lay-up 
to tie with Swagga’ 2-2.

At 16:00 in the first half Swag-
ga pulled ahead 5 points when 
Jeremy Phillips hit a 3-point shot 
to make it a 9-4 game.

Martin responded with a 2-point 
jump shot for the Warriors to trail 
Swagga’ by three.

Doing all he could to keep the 
game out of arm’s reach, Swag-
ga’s Josh Vanover rebounded a 
missed shot from teammate Tro-
sper hitting it off the backboard 
for 2 points. 

Vanover capitalized on a missed 
shot from the Warriors and 
passed to Phillips who scored 2 

points to stretch his team’s lead 
to 13-6.

At 13:50 in the first half,  
Vanover  was fouled and made 
one of his two free throw shots to 
widen the lead.

Then, the Warriors turned up 
the pressure midway through the 
first half, and held Swagga’ at 16 
points while they gained a one 
point lead with a 3-point shot by 
C.J. Johnson, making the score 
17-16.

Josh Hargrove for Swagga’ 
pulled his team back into the lead 
with a lay-up at 9:10 remaining in 
the first half, swapping the deficit 
to lead 18-17.

Swagga’ regained control of the 
game, ending the half with a 31-
25 lead.

In the second half, the Warriors 
made strides to catch up, as John-
son hit a 3-point shot to close in 
on the Swagga’ 34-30 with 17 
minutes remaining.

Swagga’ players took advantage 
of free throw shots, as Phillips 
nailed both his shots followed by 
Trosper hitting one free throw to 
up the ante 37-30.

Swagga’ ran away with the lead 
with 12 minutes remaining in 

the game. Fred Sykes buried a 3- 
point shot for an 11 point lead. 

With 8 minutes remaining in 
the game, Vanover hit a lay-up  
and was fouled in the process. He 
nailed his free throw and stretched 
the lead to 47-36.

Swagga’ continued to bring the 
heat as Phillips made the net 
swish with a 3-point shot off a 
Tony Carter assist. 

Hargrove converted another 
3-point basket for Swagga’,  after 
Warriors player Dougherty hit two 
free throw shots. Hargrove gave 
his team a 16 point lead of 59-
43.

Swagga’ didn’t let up the rest of 
the game, hitting shots from be-
hind the arc, playing tough de-
fense in the paint and running 
their fast break offense to defeat 
the Warriors with a final score of 
77-52.

“We played well together and 
had players hit big shots,” Vanover 
said. “Everybody played well. I 
was impressed, that’s two cham-
pionships in a row. 

“We’ll be looking for three next 
year.”

Staff Writer Justin Combs can be 
reached at StaffWriter2@occc.edu.

• April 4: Spring Smash Open 
Volleyball Tournament at  9 a.m. 
in the Wellnes Center gym. For 
more information contact Rec-
reaction and Fitness Specialist 
Eric Watson at 405-682-1611, 
ext. 7786.
  
• April 5: Club Soccer plays 
Oklahoma Baptist University 
at 5 p.m. on the University of 
Central Oklahoma campus. For 
more information call K.B. Ye-
boah at 405-255-7735.

• April 11: OKC Kayak Day Trip. 
For more information about 
kayaking and the  trip, contact 
Dave Lindo at 405-830-9689.

• April 12: Club Soccer plays 
Oklahoma Panhandle State 
University at 1 p.m. on the Uni-
versity of Central Oklahoma 
campus. For more information 
call K.B. Yeboah at 405-255-
7735.

• April 17: 4 on 4 Intramural 
Flag Football tournament. For 
more information contact Rec-
reaction and Fitness Specialist 
Eric Watson at 405-682-1611, 
ext. 7786.

• April 18: Club Soccer plays 
the University of Tulsa at 5 p.m. 
on Oklahoma State University 
campus in Stillwater. For more 
information, call K.B. Yeboah at 
405-255-7735.

Have a sports story idea?
Call Justin Combs at

405-682-1611, ext. 7440, or 
send an e-mail to 

StaffWriter2@occc.edu.

Swagga’ players celebrate their back-to-back title after defeating the Warriors 77-52 in the Intramural basketball 
championship. Swagga’ players are shown from left to right: Kevin McHenry, Sean Trosper, Tony Carter, Josh Vanover, 
Fred Sykes and Jeremy Phillips.

Swagga’ wins back-to-back title

Photo By Christina Barger

The Pioneer Online 
is the place to go for 

up-to-the minute 
sports news and weekly 

sports podcasts! 
www.occc.edu/pioneer  



March 30, 2009 • PIONEER • 9

“Seats,”  
Cont. from page 1

Patrons offered chance to have 
name placed on theater seating

By Cynthia Praefke 
Staff Writer

Television weatherman 
and avid storm chaser 
David Payne spoke to ap-
proximately 200 students 
and staff in the main dining 
room March 24.

Payne, a personality on 
KFOR NewsChannel 4, 
started his presentation 
by announcing, “There are 
seven Ogles. I thought we 
would get that out of the 
way.”

His remark elicited laugh-
ter from the audience when 
he explained his reasoning 
for saying that was because 
he is frequently asked how 
many Ogles work in televi-
sion.

While Payne is known for 
his witty personality, he is 
serious in his knowledge of 
Oklahoma weather.

Payne said Oklahoma is 
in prime tornado territory 
because of its location be-
tween the Gulf of Mexico 
and the Rocky Mountains. 

“The warm moisture from 
the Gulf meets the dry air 
from the mountains and 
the dry line is the trigger 
that sets off the tornado 
conditions,” he said.

He said it is nature’s way 
of releasing energy.

Many tornados that oc-
cur are in rural areas, he 
said, and don’t cause as 
much damage as those in 
a metro area. 

“We report on all the 
storms, but they get more 
attention from the viewers 
when the tornado is on 
the ground in a populated 
area,” he said. “On May 3, 
(1999), there were 44 lives 
lost.”          

While that is a significant 
number of deaths, he said, 
that number could have 
been much higher.

“We stayed on the set 
and reported the path of 
the tornado, because we 
could warn people to take 
shelter,” Payne said.

 “Many people just left 
the area.”

He said there were 67 

tornados that day, while 
an average number for a 
year is 50.

“May 3,  there were many 
multiple vortex tornados, 
and they kept recycling.”

He showed a video of 
a developing storm that 
was within yards of his 
vehicle. 

“These storms can go 
from small and invisible to 
huge and destructive very 
quickly,” he said.

“I have to be close enough 
to let the public know ex-
actly where the tornado is, 
and the direction (in) which 
it’s headed.” 

Payne said the ever-ad-
vancing radar systems also 
are a huge factor in saving 
lives.

“We can send a warning 
message to a cell phone or 
a land line in a certain zip 
code,” he said.

Payne said people can 
register for this service and 
select the type of weather 
activity they receive up-
dates on: tornados, snow, 

Area weatherman tells of 
storm-chasing experiences

ice, thunderstorms, etc.
“By logging on to www.

kfor.com, and entering a 
phone number and zip code, 
you will receive alerts when 
storms are in or around 
your zip code,” he said.

“You can’t get away from 
the weather but you can be 
prepared for it.”

Information about the 
weather alert options and 
hourly forecasts are avail-
able on www.kfor.com.

Staff  Writer Cynthia 
Praefke can be reached at 
adman@occc.edu.

By Anthony Rhodes
News Writing Student

Students interested in 
a computing career will 
be introduced to oppor-
tunities in the cyber tech 
world at the Information 
Technology Career Day 
from 1 to 3 p.m. on Fri-
day, April 3, Room 401 
in the library.

On hand will be em-
ployers from Chesa-
peake Energy and 
MidFirst Bank, said 
computer science pro-
fessor Kathy Cupp. 

These potential em-
ployers will go over the 
special qualifications 
they look for when hir-
ing employees.

They also will acquaint 
students with the traits 
they believe make a 
good employee.

Also, a panel com-
prised of eight former 
OCCC computer sci-
ence students currently 
working in the informa-
tion technology field will 
talk about their profes-
sion and what they think 
about the field now that 
they are working.

They also will be giv-
ing tips and hints on 
working conditions and 
advising students on 
what to pay close atten-
tion to in class.

Cupp, who will serve 
as moderator, said she 
hopes the panelists will 
give students a good pic-
ture of what to expect in 
the workforce. 

She said the goal is to 
let students know about 
the expectations employ-
ers have and skills they 
look for.

The panelists and 
their employers are 
Tony Young, OU Health 
Sciences Center; Chris 
Hyde, Oklahoma De-
partment of Corrections; 
Jon Sacker, Oklahoma 
County; Mike Griffey, L3 
Communications; Chad 
Hoffman, Chesapeake 
Energy; Hobie Haque, 
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration; Bobby John-
son, MidFirst Bank; and 
Mathew Reynolds, who 
is pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree in cyber security 
at Oklahoma State Uni-
versity in Okmulgee.

“We are very proud of 
these eight former stu-
dents that have been so 
successful,” Cupp said. 

“That’s why most of us 
teach instead of working 
in the field. 

“It’s the joy of seeing 
these people do well.”

Cupp said there would 
be a question-and-an-
swer period as well.

Information Technolo-
gy faculty will be present 
that day to help students 
with degree advisement. 

Also, she said, profes-
sors can help students 
determine what degrees 
and classes are avail-
able.

For more information 
contact Cupp, at 405-
682-1611, ext. 7361, or 
e-mail kcupp@occc.edu.

Technology 
Career Day April 3

build the 1,000-seat the-
ater is estimated at $16 
million.

Berryhill said the college 
has raised more than $11.4 
million, needing approxi-

mately $4.6 million to go.
She said anybody may 

purchase a seat in the Per-
forming Arts Center.

There will be an employee 
campaign throughout April 
to raise awareness of the 
“Best Seat in the House 
Campaign,” Berryhill said.

She said anyone inter-
ested in purchasing may 
contact Berryhill or Jen-
nifer Harrison through the 
Foundation office, or call 
405-682-7591.

Senior Writer Matt Bishop 
can be reached at Senior 
Writer@occc.edu.

Weatherman David Payne explains his storm chaser show to 
Lisa Vaughn, legal assistant and Risk Managment corrdinator, 
during a recent visit to the campus. 

Photo by Christina Thomason
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Information Technology Career Day
The Information Technology Department is hosting an 

Information Technology Career Day from 1 to 3 p.m. Fri-
day, April 3, room 401, located in the Library. There will 
be  IT executives from Chesapeake Energy and MidFirst 
Bank, who will be discussing  the employment in the 
IT field. There also will be information about computer 
programming, web and game designing, multimedia, 
computer-aided design, cyber security and computer 
support. For more information, contact Computer Science 
professor Kathy Cupp at 405-682-1611, ext. 7361, or e-
mail kcupp@occc.edu.

Conversational Language Workshop
The World Languages and Cultures Center is  doing a 

Conversational Language Workshop in Japanese from 1 
to 2 p.m. Wednesday, April 8, in room 1X5, located in the 
Main Building. All students who are interested in learning 
foreign languages are welcome to the workshop. For more 
information, contact lab assistant Chiaki Troutman at 405-
682-1611, ext. 7560, or e-mail wlcc@occc.edu. 

Bingo for Food
Native American Student Association is doing a Bingo 

for Food program from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 31, in the general dining area. It is a fundraiser to 
go towards the OCCC’s first annual pow-wow. Anybody 
who plays Bingo will get a free meal. The prices are $1 
for one card and $3 for five cards. There will be live en-
tertainment and freestyle poetry. All prizes do not have 
cash values. For more information, contact NASA publicity 
officer Kashina Littledeer at 405-619-8720. 

Thunder tickets for sale
Student Life office is selling OKC Thunder tickets begin-

ning 8 a.m. Tuesday, March 31, in the Student Life office, 
located in the Main Building. Tickets are $5 for students 
and $10 for faculty and staff. For more information on 
Student Life Events, contact Katie Treadwell at 405-682-
7523 or e-mail ktreadwell@occc.edu.

Clothes Drive
The Black Student Association and YWCA Sisters’s 

Closet is doing a clothes drive for battered women from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday, April 1. Donations will be 
collected in the College Union  counter. All clothes and 
shoes in moderate condition  can be donated. For more 
information, contact BSA president Shay Omokhomion 
at 405-824-8405.

Best of Broadway on campus
The three starring Broadway veterans will perform at 

7 p.m. Tuesday, April 14, in the Bruce Owen theater, 
located the Arts and Humanities building. They will be 
performing a music from Andrew Lloyd Webber’s great-
est hits. To purchase tickets, visit the Cultural Arts Series 
Tickets office in the Main Building, room 1G1(A), or call 
405-682-7579.

Tuition Fee Waiver
The tuition fee waiver applications for the summer 

semester are now available in the Financial Aid office. 
Students can submit the completed applications until 5 
p.m. Monday, April 20 in the Student Financial Support 
Services office. For more information, contact Student 
Financial Support Services at 405-682-7524. 

Club to assist with classic 
film ‘Rocky Horrow Show’

Photo by Bishal Malla

Psychology Sociology Club President, Isela Perez servs food to Ryan Breidel, psychology 
major, before the movie “Leaving Las Vegas” March 26. The Pyschology Sociology Club 
showed the movie in coordination with Psi Beta, a National honor society.  

By Bishal Malla
Staff Writer

Society of Performing 
Artists will assist the the-
ater department with its 
next play, “The Rocky Hor-
ror Show,” said Brent Noel, 
theater professor and club 
sponsor.

SPA is one of the 17 de-
parmental clubs at OCCC.

Noel said the club will be 
helping in the promotion of 
the play. Club members are 
planning to make items for 
audience participation.

SPA is planning to pro-
vide bags, props, water 
guns and newspapers for 
the audience, he said.

“The Rocky Horror Pic-
ture Show” was the big 
cult film in the 1970s, Noel 
said.

“The Rocky Horror Show” 
is a musical variation of the 
movie.

Movie theaters used to 
show the film at midnight 
during the ’70s. Noel, who 
is directing “The Rocky 
Horror Show,” with music 

professor Michael Boyle, 
said the possibility of a 
midnight performance is 
still open.

“We are hoping to do at 
least one show at midnight 
but it’s not decided yet,” 
he said.

Noel said the show is a 
combination of rock ‘n’ roll 
music, science fiction and 
horror movies.

“It deals with part of 
American culture in the 
’50s and ’60s,” he said.

“The Rocky Horror Show” 
is a joint production of the 
theater and music depart-
ments.

Alex Massey, SPA presi-
dent, is a cast member of 
the upcoming play. He will 
serve as the narrator.

Massey said “The Rocky 
Horror Show” is a musical 
parody of classic horror 
films.

“It’s a musical play which 
shows the ideas and views 
of people on sexuality,” he 
said.

With 20 active members, 
SPA is trying to recruit 

more artists this semester, 
Massey said.

He said the purpose of 
the club is not only to sing, 
dance and play, but also 
to use the club as a focal 
point to discuss issues, 
such as the censorship of 
ideas, that are related to 
art and different ways of 
expression.

“One of the ideas of the 
club is to call ourselves the 
Society of Artists and Art 
Lovers,” Massey said.

“SPA is a place for peo-
ple to get together and do 
things that are artistic, not 
just theatrical,” Noel said.

Massey said the mem-
bers of SPA are trying to 
broaden the perspective of 
art by exploring any kind of 
art rather than just theatri-
cal or musical.

Noel welcomes every stu-
dent who has an interest in 
any kind of art to join the 
club. Membership  for the 
club is free.

Staff  Wr i te r  B isha l 
Malla can be reached at 
StaffWriter1@occc.edu.

Highlights Enjoy the food 
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Pioneer Classified Advertising 
is free to all enrolled OCCC 
students and employees for 
any personal classified ad. Ads 
must be submitted in writing 
with IDs supplied or work area 
and college extension included. 
Deadline for advertising is 5 
p.m. Tuesday prior to the pub-
lication date. For more infor-
mation, call 405-682-1611, ext. 
7674, or adman@occc.edu.

FOR SALE: 2007 Honda Civic 
LX Sedan, black, 29,000 miles. 
Full warranty. Immaculate con-
dition. $14,300, OBO. Call 405-
250-6531, or e-mail: royal_rac-
ing05@yahoo.com. 

FOR SALE: 2002 Midnight 
blue, Mitsubishi, Lancer. 167 K 
miles. $3,500 OBO. Call 405-
301-6814.

FOR SALE: 1998 Corolla LE, 
144K miles. MP3/CD player.  A/C, 
all power, mint condition.  $4,000 
OBO. Call: 405-863-9982.

FOR SALE: 1998 Volkswa-
gen, GOLF GTI VR6, 2 door 
hatchback. 129K miles. Great 
condition. $5,200 OBO. E-mail 
me at: talharizwan85@yahoo.
com.

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE IN THE OCCC 
PIONEER. CALL 405-682-1611, EXT. 7674.

THE 2009 EDITION OF 
THE ABSOLUTE IS IN 

THE FINAL STAGES OF 
PRODUCTION

 Another year has gone 
by and with it a chance to 

see your name in print.
 If you did not submit 

your poem, story or art-
work, don’t wait until No-

vember. Pick up a submis-
sion form at the Arts and 
Humanities office, for the 
2010 OCCC literary and 

art journal.

  APARTMENT:  I have a one 
bedroom, Montclair Parc apart-
ment to sublet. It is located at 
S.W. 104 and Pennsylvania 
Ave. The monthly rent of $700 
includes electric. Available now! 
Call: 405-850-3619.

  FOR SALE: “College Writers,”  
7th Ed, $40. ”Chemistry - The 
Central Science,” $60. Good 
condition. E-mail: littleox06_vn@
yahoo.com. Call: 469-733-5677.
  FOR SALE: Textbook for “Suc-
cess in College and Life” by 
Gardner/Jewler/Barefoot. Good 
condition. $20 cash only. Call 
405-745-9322.

  PERSONAL CARE 
ASSISSTANT 

8 years experience.
 24 hour care. 

Meal preparation.
House keeping.

Errands run. 
“Let me care for 

your loved ones.” 
Call Chase at: 405-521-8195.

FOR SALE: Used MP3 
player. Archos 104-4Gb. $70. 
Call: 469-733-5677.

CITY OF EDMOND
Summer positions @ 

Pelican Bay
 Aquatic Center:
Pool Manager,

Cashier & Cafe Managers,
Cafe Staff / Cashiers,

Lifeguard Staff,
Water Safety Instructors.

Golf Course,
 Arcadia Lake.

Parks and Recreation 
jobs also open.

Job info line
www.edmondok.com
Apply at 100 E. First, 

Rm 106

Are you following us?
Well, you should be.

www.twitter.com/
OCCCPioneer

We put the fun in fundamental news coverage.

The Pioneer staff is all a “TWITTER” about the newest addition to  
our media family. Visit us at: www.twitter.com/OCCCPioneer 

FOUND:
 Female Boston Terrier
 in the lobby of OCCC. 

She is brown and white; 
six to eight years old. 
Please contact Mary 

at 405-682-7515.

WATCH FOR 
MONEYSAVING COUPONS

AND BARGAINS
IN THE OCCC PIONEER

COUPON
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“We need speakers in 
the stairwells,” Sloas said. 
“You can’t hear anything 
the assisting officer says. 

“After the first drill and 
the additional night drill, 
we found that neither the 
alert nor the ‘all-clear’ can 
be heard in the stairwells. 

“We are currently work-
ing on punching holes in 
the stairwell walls to run 
lines for at least one alert 
system in each stairwell. 

“We are working on that 
even today,” Sloas said on 
March 25.

“We also need to install 
an alert system in the park-
ing lot for students who 
are entering,” he said. 

Safety and Security offi-
cers said there was some 
difficulty getting everyone 
to take the drill seriously.

“I think we just cut our 
enrollment in half,” said 
Officer Tim Densmore, 
upon returning to the of-
fice after the drill.  

He said many students 
refused to respond quickly 
to the warning. Had it been 
a real tornado touching 
down on campus, those 
students might have been 
lost, he said. 

“The coffee shop guy was 
still attempting to help 
people,” Densmore said.  

Most students eventu-
ally found safe places. The 
“all-clear” was given at 
9:17 a.m., to the relief of 
students who grew impa-
tient and annoyed by the 

exercise. Although some 
students were unhappy 
about the safety drill, oth-
ers said they could see the 
benefit.

“I thought it was helpful 
because a lot of students 
did not know where to go, 
including myself,” said 
nursing student Alicia Hy-
man. 

“But I don’t know how ef-
fective it was because you 
still can’t hear anything in 
the stairwells.” 

Hyman was on campus 
for both drills.  

Sloas said after the morn-
ing drill was finished, 9:30 
a.m. classes resumed. 

“We did our best not to 
interrupt any of the class-
es,” he said. “We made sure 
nobody was in the Testing 
Center and we checked 
all labs before calling the 
drill.” 

Although some students 
seemed frustrated with 
the interruption, student 
cooperation was high in 
some of the more diffi-
cult areas, such as the 
gym and Wellness Center, 
which have large open ar-
eas, Sloas said.

“Everybody did what 
they were told and went to 
their assigned locations,” 
Wellness Center employee 
Tyrell Bolton said.   

The general lobby area is 
the hardest to work with 
and get students to co-
operate because they are 
usually studying or listen-
ing to an iPod, Sloas said. 
For this reason, two offi-
cers stayed in the middle 

“Drill,”  
Cont. from page 1

of this area, directing stu-
dents to quickly find a safe 
place.

Sloas said the budget for 
making improvements is 
already in the works. 

Safety drills expose weaknesses

Suspect arrested after employee’s stolen credit card used 
By Matt Bishop
Staff Writer

An Oklahoma City wom-
an was arrested for using a 
credit card stolen from an 
OCCC employee.

According to an OCCC 
Safety and Security crime 
report dated March 13, the 
employee reported her wal-
let missing after leaving it 
in her office.

The suspect was later 
identified by Oklahoma City 
Police as Fanisha Laqual 

Simms. 
The employee told Safety 

and Security officers that 
her office door was open 
and she noticed she had 
some items missing from 
her wallet, including a 
Bank of America card.

Bank of America called 
and notified the employee 
of suspicious activity with 
her card.

Her cards were used at 
the WalMart on 1-240 and 
an O’Reilly Auto Parts store 
on South May Avenue.

Simms, an OCCC visi-
tor, had placed an order at 
O’Reilly’s that she went to 
pick up later that evening.

Once there, Simms was 
apprehended by the Okla-
homa City Police Depart-
ment.

A report of a stolen book 
bag March 9, taken from 
just outside the bookstore, 
remains unsolved.

After reviewing surveil-
lance tapes of the area,  
Safety and Security offi-
cers were able to identify  

a male suspect wearing a 
blue button up shirt and 
blue jeans.

The suspect was seen 
picking up the bag and 
leaving through the main 
entrance of the college.

However, the report stat-
ed, he could not be ap-
prehended. The estimated 
value of the stolen material 
is $550.

Also in the crime report, 
once again, visitors were 
reported to be looking at 
pornography on library 
computers.

According to a crime re-
port, Sgt. Kevin Tipton said 
he saw David Gonzales, 31, 
looking at pornography on 
March 12. When he asked 
Gonzales to go with him, 
the man would not comply, 
the report shows.

After a third request, 
Gonzales was handcuffed 
and escorted out of the 
library.

Gonzalez said he didn’t 
speak English so OCCC 
dispatcher Jan Hein trans-
lated and told Gonzales he 
had received a trespass 
warning and that his view-
ing of pornographic mate-
rial was unacceptable.

Visitor Peter Chang, 
whose age was not listed, 
claimed his viewing of por-
nographic material was 
an accident and that he 
comes to the college library 
frequently.

He also was issued a tres-
pass warning.

Staff Writer Matt Bishop 
can be reached at Senior 
Writer@occc.edu.


