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Future plan calls
for more social
campus, trees

Ready... set... swim

Changes expected by the year 2020
By Rekia Walker-Rollerson
News Writing Student

C
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Swimmers prepare to compete in the 2009 Speedo Champions Series Central Section
Region VIII short course championship. The event, sponsored by Chesapeake Energy
Corporation, was held in OCCC’s Aquatics Center March 5 through 8. Because of the
Olympic-sized indoor pool, the college hosts many swim meets and events.

Gaming expo returns April 11
By Matt Bishop
Staff Writer

T

he Computer Arts and
Technology Society
will host this year’s Oklahoma Electronic Game
Expo when it returns to
OCCC for the second year
on Saturday, April 11.
The gaming expo is open
to the public and the fee
to compete in any tournament is $1, said Akram
Taghavi-Burris, Computer-Aided Technology professor.
The tournament is sponsored by the Hard Core
Lan Center.
“Street
Fighter
IV,”
“Super Smash Brothers
Brawl,” “Soul Calibur” and
“Mario Kart” are among the
games that will be available for the tournament,
Taghavi-Burris said.
She said if time permits
there also will be a Guitar
Hero tournament.

There will be prizes for
winners and possibly the
runners up, she said.
Half the proceeds from
the tournaments will go to
Child’s Play, an organization that buys video games
for children in hospitals,
she said.
The other half will go to
the Computer Arts and
Technology Society, a student organization that
focuses on students majoring in computer aided
technology.
There also will be many
free events as well.
Several exhibitors will

be there to talk about how
they create their own work
digitally or by video game
themed art, Taghavi-Burris said.
Volunteers are needed to
help direct the crowd and
help set up and tear down
the expo, she said.
Volunteers must be an
OCCC student, faculty or
staff.
Taghavi-Burris said she
expects approximately 300
attendees this year.
For more information,
visit the Oklahoma Electronic Game Expo website
at
http://oege.catblog.
occc.edu/wordpress.
Those interested in a degree in Computer Aided
Technology or in joining
the Computer Arts and
Technology Society, contact Taghavi-Burris at
ataghaviburris@occc.edu.
Staff Writer Matt Bishop
can be reached at Senior
Writer@occc.edu.

ollege regents approved an updated campus design at their meeting on campus March 10. The
Master Site Plan outlines how the campus is expected to
look by the year 2020. Among the proposals are many
more trees on campus and a wide shaded promenade
leading from the Main Building to the campus pond.
The plan also suggests ways to place additional buildings on campus to define inviting green areas where
students can socialize out“It’s very much
doors.
“The strategic plan pro- about the appearance
of the campus.”
vides direction on how the
college wants to proceed
—Mary Madden
incrementally in order to
Ferrell Madden Lewis
meet the needs of the instiDesign Team Project
tution over time,” said J.B.
Manager
Messer, Facilities Management director.
The college's initial campus plan in 1972 centered
around a single, large campus building surrounded
by parking lots, according to the Master Plan Report.
A growing population of full-time students who are
more likely to stay on campus all day calls for more social spaces, both indoors and out, according to Design
Group Ferrell Madden Lewis.
Mary Madden, project manager for the design team,
presented the final draft at the meeting.
“It's very much about the physical appearance of the
campus,” Madden said. “We have been on campus several times and have done our own site analysis, and we
see the potential for growth and change.”
Madden said feedback from administration, students
and staff showed support for the plan. One issue the
consultants addressed was parking. Their plan calls for
maintaining the same amount of parking, but treating
it differently. The long-range plan calls for the addition
of parking garages to reduce the amount of asphalt on
campus.
One student said she thinks the college is good right
now, but she sees some room for improvement.
“The campus is fine and there are a lot of seating areas for students to sit,” said Crisitina Conallis, a sophomore sonography major. “There are many parking areas
for commuter parking but the parking could improve.
Some areas are really packed and we could use some
sidewalks.”
Messer said some of the ideas beSee “Plan,” page 9
ing discussed are where new build-
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Editorial and Opinion
Editorial

Butt free
at OCCC?
When student numbers increase, the number
of student smokers also may increase.
Oklahoma law states all persons smoking must
be at least 25 feet from any structure, including
all the entrances to the college.
State law has not stopped some students from
smoking closer to the college then allowed.
Even worse, said Site Manager Wesley Kline
with TrueGreen Land Care, some students are
smoking on the ramp of entry 14 near the Science Lab where mothers have to roll strollers
with children through the smoky path.
Kline said cigarette butts are getting out of
hand and are littering the campus where smokers congregate.
With only a few workers on the landscaping
crew, they must spend eight to 10 hours a week
cleaning turf, flower beds and ashtrays of cigarette butts.
Smoking on campus is a privilege and might
not be one OCCC has much longer. Rumors have
it there has been talk of plans to go smoke-free
like other state colleges such as Oklahoma City
University, Oklahoma State University and Francis Tuttle.
At entry 11, near Safety and Security, so many
cigarette butts litter the ground near the building that the grass is hardly visible.
Also at entry 11, there is a grated drain ditch
on the ground near the entry door. Smokers
throw their cigarette butts in there without even
realizing what kind of damage they are causing
to hundreds of animals downstream.
The drain ditch is designed to flow right to the
retention pond on campus. Every cigarette butt
thrown into the drain ends up in the pond filled
with fish and turtles. The pond also is visited by
hundreds of birds.
The chemicals and tobacco from these butts
are mistaken for food and consumed by the animals. If not, they end up contaminating the water with toxins.
With smokers causing the grounds to look like
an ashtray, there are few options to remedy the
situation other than to make designated smoking sections or become smoke-free.
Fellow smokers must encourage each other to
be more mindful of where they are throwing their
cigarettes after their smoke breaks.
The college provides waste bins specifically for
butts, conveniently placed 25 feet away from the
building.
Smokers must all do their part to make sure
their cigarette butts are making it to the appropriate receptacles. Otherwise, smoking might not
be an option at OCCC anymore.
—Christina Barger
Staff Writer

OCCC debit card functions
like any other banking card
To the editor:
I couldn’t help but just
shake my head when I
read “Students sound off
on OCCC debit card” which
was printed in the March 9
issue of the Pioneer.
No, not because it was
a bad story, but because
of the complaints some
of the students had were
ridiculous.
The debit card the school
has sent us all is a bank
card. And just like any other
bank card, if you make a
charge without having the
money to cover it, you’re
going to be charged an
overdraft fee.
It doesn’t matter if it is
Pell grant money or not.
What if OCCC didn’t use
this system?
What if, like in the past,
when you received your
check in the mail you took
it and deposited it into your
local bank account. Would
you expect those financial
institutions to not charge
you for overdrawing?
No. And you shouldn’t for
your Higher One account
either.

Also, another student
claimed to have trouble
figuring out what his or
her correct balance was,
because it may not include
purchase made the day
before.
Doesn’t it always take
at least 24 hours for
transactions to process?
OCCC has been pretty
clear that this debit card
is a free checking account
provided to all students.
The college has decided
to help cut costs, (and do a
small part to help save the
environment), by sending
all funds to its students
through this easy and
electronic method.
When I first started
hearing about the card
and receiving all of the
promotional
material
about it, I thought it was
silly how they over-explain
how it worked.
Not the activation part,
but how they emphasized
so much that it was just
like a regular debit card
and how it operated.
To me, bank cards seem
to be a universal thing.

And not that hard to figure
out.
But, as it turns out, all
those instructions were
necessary.
—Name withheld by
request
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Comments and Reviews

Economic stimulus plan
complicated, necessary
To the editor:
The U.S. Congress has
recently voted in an economic
stimulus
plan,
which President Barack
Obama
subsequently
signed into law.
This issue has divided
Americans, some considering it a mortgage on the
future of our children and
grandchildren.
What is an economic
stimulus plan? It is what
economists commonly refer to as fiscal policy.
John Maynard Keynes, a
British economist, is to be
blamed for this way of doing things. Before Keynes,
economists believe in what
was later referred to as
classical economics.
Classical
economics
stresses the absence of
government intervention
in economic activities.
Only the market decides
how resources are allocated, the assumption being
made that any problem or
crisis would be short lived,
as the market would ultimately auto-correct itself.
This way of thinking prevailed until the Great Depression, when the U.S.
economy could not get itself out of a profound cri-

sis.
Keynes concluded after
a thorough analysis that
the U.S. economy would
only be able to lift itself
out of the depression if the
government spent a lot of
money.
At this point, the era of
economic stimuli began.
Economic stimulis could
be applied through tax
cuts, increased government
spending or a combination
of both in order to force the
economy out of a recession
(or a depression).
This occurs through increased spending on goods
and services, which in
turn increases income and
the demand for additional
goods and services.
Applying tax cuts alone
has proven in this particular case to be ineffective.
The former administration
had repeatedly cut taxes
without it really providing
the needed boost to the
economy.
Remember the last stimulus check you received
last year?
People may have just
used their tax rebates to
pay down debts they already owed as opposed to
spending them on goods

do you tweet?

the pioneer is now registered at twitter.com

www.twitter.com/
OCCCPioneer
follow us!

Comments? Opinions?
E-mail Stephen at

editor@occc.edu

Let your voice be heard!

and services.
Worst, they could have
just saved the money in
anticipation of rainy days.
Economists do not agree
whether this fiscal policy
always works.
A proposed alternative
to fiscal policy is monetary
policy.
Monetary policy, used
to stimulate the economy,
makes more money available to consumers, which
they can spend on goods
and services.
Monetary policy in this
case will be used to make
credit accessible to consumers by relaxing loan
application conditions and
cutting the interest, for example.
In the current situation,
using monetary policy is
not an option since the
interest rates are already
close to their lowest.
Cutting them further
would not have any effect
on the economic activity.
The only avenue left
would then be a combined
use of increased government spending and tax
cuts to shock the economy
out of its slump, which
this current plan is about,
unless we believe with the
proponents of pure free
market economy that the
economy will eventually
take itself out the crisis.
This, of course, would
mean that we should not
complain if the unemployment rate reached 30 percent, we lost all our possessions, and our standard
of leaving fell to the level of
1970.
By the time the economy
would have corrected itself, we may all be dead, as
Keynes pointed out.
—Germain Pichop
Business and
Economics Professor

www.occc.edu/pioneer

As we move into the post-spring break downhill
slide for the semester, I’d like to offer some random points related to your success. This should
be the place in the race where you “hit the wall”
and get your running legs firmly under you (or
where the wall hits you, and you decide to drop
and try again later).
• You must go to class. If you’ve been doing pretty well in this area, then keep up the good work.
If you haven’t been quite as diligent about setting
the alarm clock as you should have been, it might
not be too late, but you’ll have to ask your professors to know for sure. Either way, people can
— and do — fail just for being absent too many
times. Don’t let that happen to you.
• Know where you stand. It might be easier to
keep up with your grades in some classes than in
others, but you should never just float along on
the river of grades assuming you’ll be all right.
There might be a waterfall ahead, and you should
be aware of it. If you can’t compute the grading
process, or if it’s a bit nebulous, then contact your
professors and arrange a meeting so you can be
sure. I’ve heard too many students over the years
express wonder about a failing grade in a class
they were sure they were acing.
• Update your contact information. I understand that we live in a fast-paced world where
people move and phone numbers change and emails gets disconnected or forgotten, but the only
way we can reach you is via the information you
give us. By law, we can’t call your parents and
chat about you with them. We don’t want to do
that anyway. But, if you have a refund coming,
or if we need to reach you regarding a class you’re
taking, we need to know where you are.
• Use campus resources. With all the labs on
campus housing tutors who can help you, with
the free access that you have to Smarthinking online tutoring, with a counselor and a learning specialist and disability services and your professors
all waiting to help you, why are you just sitting
there without help? Sometimes life comes at you
fast, but we can help if you ask us to.
• Know when to fold. We all have to play the
hand that life deals us. Sometimes, that hand is
less than we would hope for. If life events have
interfered with your ability to be successful this
semester, remember that you can bow out and try
again later. The deadline for dropping a 16 week
class is Friday, April 17. The deadline for dropping a mid-semester class is Friday, May 1. Only
you can make the decision to drop a class, but
before you do, talk to your professor to make sure
it’s necessary.
If you need us, we’ll be here in Student Support
Services.
—Mary Turner
Learning Support Specialist
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Man wakes up from coma to find old
girlfriend in Playboy in ‘Miss March’
Playboy magazine’s “Miss
March” is one of the best
known women in America,
but four years ago she was
just Cindi Whitehall, highschool sweetheart of Eugene Bell.
In the new Fox Film release, “Miss March,” Eugene and Cindi are the
perfect couple.
They are young, beautiful and dedicated virgins.
They go so far in their
dedication to virginity as
to give seminars at grade
schools to promote celibacy.
As prom night approaches, Cindi (Raquel Alessi)
tells Eugene (Zach Cregger)
that she is ready to give up
her virginity. The problem
is, Eugene isn’t ready.
Eugene’s best friend,
Tucker
Cleigh
(Trevor
Moore), is the complete opposite of Eugene. Tucker is
a boozing, porn-addicted
partier who can’t keep a
girlfriend because of his
womanizing ways.

When Eugene explains
his dilemma to Tucker,
Tucker decides his friend
needs to drink a few shots
to shore up his courage.
Instead of going upstairs
to Cindi, Eugene falls
down the basement stairs
and gets hit in the head by
a falling toolbox.
Eugene wakes up from
a coma four years later to
discover that his beloved
Cindi is “Miss March” in
Playboy magazine. He decides he must find her and
save her from an unsavory
lifestyle.
If this sounds like a typical road-trip scenario, don’t
let the set-up fool you.
This movie is anything
but typical.
Written and directed by
Zach Cregger and Trevor
Moore (“The Whitest Kids
U’ Know”), “Miss March” is
funny from the first scene
to the outtakes at the end.
Cregger and Moore play
off of each other in a professional comedic style.

You may or may not have
heard of the band Cursive.
Either way, fans of indie
rock should find their new
album, “Mama I’m Swollen,” a pleasant addition
their music library.
The quartet from Omaha, Neb. got their start in
1997, but really got the
ball rolling with their 2000
release “Domestica.”
Their fourth album, “The

Ugly Organ,” drew the attention of the bigger eyes
in the music industry,
including Robert Smith
of the Cure, whom they
opened for on the Cure’s
“Curiouso” tour in 2004.
Cursive mixed their new
album with Mike Mogis in
his Omaha ARC studios.
Mogis is an indie staple
who performs with the
bands Bright Eyes, Lulla-

They use sight gags, nudity, crude language, and
even the old-fashioned
pratfall to get laughs, and
they succeed.
The young men are not
just outstanding comedians — they are remarkably
good actors and writers as
well.
Even Hugh Hefner, who

is not a comedian or an actor by most standards, has
a few memorable lines in
this film.
Those who have not seen
the sketch comedy of “The
Whitest Kids U Know” on
TV or YouTube may be
surprised at the lack of
censorship in this script.
Fans will be delighted.

Rated R for nudity, sexual content, crude language
and drug use, this is not
for the very young or morally sensitive.
It is a film for those who
like to laugh their #@&*‘s
off.
Rating: B+
—Cynthia Praefke
Staff Writer

by for the Working Class,
and Fun Chicken.
This is Mogis’ seventh
time working with Cursive
in either a production capacity or as a studio musician.
“From the Hips” is one
of the better tracks on the
album.
In it, lead singer Tim
Kasher declares, “We were
better off as animals.”
It seems to be a request,
possibly to himself, to stop
thinking too much and
live. While it is not their
best work, it is a definite
step forward in their musical evolution.
If you are familiar with
the band you will not be
disappointed with the new
release.

If you have never heard
of Cursive, then this is a
good sampling of what
they are capable of doing.
For more information

on Cursive, visit www.
myspace.com/cursive.
Rating: B
—Luke Carter
Staff Writer

Indie rock veterans take a good step forward
in fourth studio release “Mama I’m Swollen”

Are you a local musician?

If so, the Pioneer is looking for you!
Pioneer Online is preparing a new section of the
website which will feature local bands and musicians
with members who are students or alumni at OCCC.
E-mail us and let us know!

onlineeditor@occc.edu

March 23, 2009 • PIONEER • 5

Thunder tickets to be sold for $5 to all
OCCC students, $10 for faculty and staff
By Shawn Stawicki
News Writing Student
Students who have not
seen the Oklahoma City
Thunder play a game now
have that chance, thanks
to OCCC.

All students have the opportunity to see Oklahoma
City’s professional basketball team for half price,
$5.
On March 31, Student
Life will sell general admission tickets for the

game against the San Antonio Spurs scheduled for
Tuesday, April 7, said Rebecca Whitson, Student
Programs leader.
Whitson said students
can purchase up to five
tickets.

(877) 628-9562 · navydallas@navy.mil

This is the third time
Student Life has offered
students half-price tickets
to an OKC Thunder game.
She said they offered them
once in January and once
last fall.
Because of the limited

number of tickets available, the last Thunder
game tickets sold out in a
day and a half, said Marcy
Roll, Student Life assistant.
“[The students] love it,”
she said.
Tickets for faculty and
staff will be sold starting
April 1 for $10.
Student Life plans educational and social events,
Whitson said.
“The social events are
planned to help OCCC
students meet other OCCC
students,” she said.”
Whitson said she believes events such as NBA
games are a good opportunity for students to “break
away” from the stresses of
school.
“I like the small arena,”
said Nathan Holt, international studies major who
has attended a Thunder
game. “Pretty much anywhere you sit, it’s a good
seat. They keep you entertained while the game is
going on.”
Holt said he believes the
game he went to, against
the Memphis Grizzlies,
was very successful.
That game also was
sponsored by Student Life,
and he said he saw people
from OCCC.
The OKC Thunder vs.
San Antonio Spurs game
will begin at 7 p.m. at the
Ford Center located in
downtown Oklahoma City.
Thunder tickets can be
purchased directly from
Student Life, located in
the southeast corner of
the first floor in the Main
Building. They accept cash
or check.
For more information
on Student Life or the
Thunder tickets, contact
Student Life at 405-6827523.
For more information
about the OKC Thunder,
visit their website, www.
nba.com/thunder.

www.occc.edu/pioneer
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Honors Program beneficial now, later
Students say the program is rewarding despite the extra work
By Mandi O’Neill
News Writing Student
Graduating with honors
at OCCC is not as complicated as one might think,
and the benefits go beyond
recognition for academic excellence, said Nina
Smith, Honors Program
coordinator.
Kyndra Spaulding, a
sophomore in the Honors
Program, said one of the
best rewards is developing a working relationship
with professors through
the projects required by
the program.
“Because I already know
them through our work
on the honors project, I
feel more able to approach

Benefits of the Honors Program
• One-on-one academic interaction with instructors
• Recognized academic distinction
• Enhanced scholarship opportunities
• Honors stoles awaded to be worn at Commencement
• Earned “H’s” are placed on student’s transcript
• “With Honors” printed on student’s transcript and diploma
• Tuition Waiver opportunities for qualified applicants.
them about other things
and to ask them questions
if I’m struggling with something,” Spaulding said.
“Additionally, the projects themselves have given
me a feeling of accomplishment and a confidence that
I have truly done my best
in that class and gotten as
much out of it as I can.”
Smith said more stu-

dents should consider pursuing the honors option.
“Our Honors Program
gives every student the opportunity to participate,”
Smith said.
The requirements to
graduate with honors consist of a minimum of 15
credit hours earned “with
honors” at OCCC with
grades of A or B, a cumu-

“Certainly, [the requirements] are high, but if
they were not, then it wouldn’t deserve to be
called an honors program. The point is for the
projects and requirements to be challenging,
to push the students to do their best, and to
aid them in getting more out of their learning
experience.”
—Kyndra Spaulding
OCCC Honors Program Student
lative GPA of 3.5, and completion of 75 percent of all
OCCC class enrollments.
To earn honors credit, students must work with their
professors to complete a
project or assignment for
each class.
“I have not found the requirements for remaining
in the program difficult to
maintain,” Spaulding said.
“Certainly, they are high,
but if they were not, then
it wouldn’t deserve to be
called an honors program.
“The point is for the projects and requirements to
be challenging, to push the
students to do their best,
and to aid them in getting
more out of their learning
experience.”
The Honors Program’s
tagline is “distinguish
yourself.”
This is exactly what the
program provides, Smith
said.
“Students earn better
recognition if they graduate with honors,” she
said.
Honors graduates receive special recognition
at the spring awards ceremony and they wear honors regalia during the May
graduation ceremony.
Honors classes are noted on the student’s official

transcript, “with honors”
is printed on the student’s
diploma, and the honors designation is noted
by the student’s name in
the graduation program,
Smith said.
In order to graduate
with honors, a student
must first be admitted into
the Honors Program, said
Smith, who also is an English professor.
To be admitted into the
program, students must
meet the following requirements: 3.5 “unweighted”
cumulative high school
GPA if students have less
than 12 college credit
hours, or 22 or higher ACT
composite score, or 3.5
cumulative GPA of college
coursework if students
have 12 or more college
credit hours.
Also, students must
have at least 30 remaining hours of college work
before their degree is completed.
Currently, the Honors
Program has 50 students
enrolled, Smith said. However, there is no limit on
the number of students
accepted in the program.
For more information,
contact Smith at 405-6821611, ext. 7141, or e-mail
nsmith@occc.edu.

FREE!

OCCC STUDENT JOB BOARD
www.collegecentral.com/occc
Students register with their 7-digit student ID number
More Information: Student Employment & Career Services
Main Building, first floor: 405-682-7519
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Child Development Center keeps children active
T

he children of the Child Development
Center and Lab School are taking a
hands-on approach to learning.
“Children learn through play,” said Lee Ann
Townsend, Child Development Center and Lab
School supervisor. “We take the knowledge
they currently have to help them build their
knowledge.”
Townsend said the children are participating
in a project-based curriculum first developed
by Lillian Katz, an Early Childhood Education
professor from the University of Illinois.
For instance, the infant and toddler class
went and saw the ambulance in the Health
Professions Building.
“That branched off into the doctor projects,”
Townsend said.
“Each project has to be something the kids
have had a real-life experience with before.”
The 3- 4-and 5-year-olds expressed interest
in the lab school directors and how they did
their jobs, she said.
“They came and interviewed me and I showed
them the tools I use, like the computer, pens,
paper and phone,” Townsend said. “They interviewed the director and are going to interview the secretary.”
Townsend said the children will continue to
take field trips around the college.

Tarin, 3, watches Katelyn, 4, create a puzzle during activity time. Tarin and Katelyn
are students in the preschool A class, which is currently studying the Child Development Center and how it operates.

Top: Bella, a nine-month-old in the infant and toddler class, enjoys her lunch. The
infant and toddler class, made up of four infants and eight toddlers, is learning about
doctors and how to stay healthy.
Right: During free time, preschool B student Jasmyn, 4, draws pictures of her
classmates. Preschool B is studying about music right now, said Lee Ann Townsend,
Child Development Center and Lab School supervisor.

Photos by Joseph A. Moore II
Text by Stephen Sossamon
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Sports

UPCOMING
OCCC
INTRAMURALS
EVENTS
• March. 25 : Intramural Flag
Football meeting at noon in
the Wellness Center gym. For
more information, call Recreation and Fitness Specialist
Eric Watson at 405-682-1611,
ext. 7786.
• March. 27: Club Soccer plays
the University of Oklahoma
Colsa team at 4 p.m. here at
OCCC. For more information
call K.B. Yeboah at 405-2557735.
• March. 28: Club Soccer plays
Oklahoma City University at 11
a.m. here at OCCC. For more
information call K.B. Yeboah at
405-255-7735.
• April. 5: Club Soccer plays
Oklahoma Baptist University
at 5 p.m. on the University of
Central Oklahoma campus. For
more information call K.B. Yeboah at 405-255-7735.
• April. 11: OKC Kayak Day
Trip. For more information
about kayaking and trip, contact Dave Lindo at 405-8309689
• April. 12: Club soccer plays
Oklahoma Panhandle State
University at 1 p.m. on the University of Central Oklahoma
campus. For more information
call K.B. Yeboah at 405-2557735.
Have a sports story idea?
Call Justin Combs at
405-682-1611, ext. 7440.

Intramural Standings
RANK

TEAM

RECORD

1.

Swagga’

6-0

2.

Pretty Bois

4-2

3.

Free Agents

3-3

4.

The Squad

3-3

5.

Jets

2-4

6.

Warriors

0-6

Tie Breaker game a nail biter
By Justin Combs
Staff Writer
The Pretty Bois topped The
Squad 62-59 March 6 in a tiebreaker game for second place
in the Intramural basketball
league.
The Pretty Bois ended the season with a 4-2 record.
Pretty Bois gained an early lead,
but The Squad would not give the
game away.
Pretty Bois player C.J. Johnson
stole the ball from The Squad and
charged down the court for a lay
up, giving his team the first points
of the game and a 2-0 lead.
Johnson then connected with
Jaden Dark, who hit a 2-point
jump shot to remain ahead 4-0,
two minutes into the game.
The Pretty Bois continued their
early streak with Ryan New hitting a 3 point shot to raise their
lead to 7-0. Then The Squad woke
up.
Squad players David Godinaz,
Demarco Baucom and Dillon
Dolezal settled into a rhythym
and passed the ball to each other
behind the arc, with Godinaz toss
converting a basket for 3 points
at 16:45.
At 16:25,Godinaz hit another
shot behind the arc for 3 points
to trail the Pretty Bois’ by one
point, 7-6.
The Squad took the lead and
then extended it as Dolezal rebounded a missed shot from
teammate Kevin Williams, and
layed it in the basket for 2-points
and a 14-9 lead.
The Pretty Bois came clawing
back as New hit a lay-up at 11:40
for a 14-11 game.
Dolezal, of The Squad, kept his
team’s lead alive by posting a
3-point shot at 11:30 to raise The
Squad to a 17-11 lead.
Cassidy Young for the Pretty
Bois tied up the game at 20 with
a free throw shot at 5:25 minute
mark.
Dolezal continued to be an offensive pest to the Pretty Bois
with a successful lay-up despite
being surrounded by Bois at 2:40
in the game and a 26-20 lead.
The Pretty Bois stormed back
scoring four straight points, but
the first half ended with Tim
Nguyen posting a lay-up to put
The Squad ahead 28-24.
In the beginning of the second
half, Bayshon Payne made a layup for the Pretty Bois to tighten
the deficit behind The Squad 2826.
At 17:55 of the second half, the

Pretty Bois forward
Bayshon Payne keeps
the ball alive during an
Intramural basketball
game against The Squad
in the Wellness Center
Gym on Friday, March 6.
Payne’s Pretty Bois
finished 4-2 on the
season and ranked
second after a hard
fought for victory over
The Sqaud.
For more information
about Intramural sports,
contact Recreation and
Sports specialist Eric
Watson at 405-682-1611,
ext. 7786.
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Bois kept the game a nail biter as
Payne hit a 2-point jump shot, remaining 2 points behind 30-28.
The game was tied again at
16:35 when Johnson for the Pretty Bois nailed a 3-point basket to
bring the teams toe-to-toe at 33
points.
Dolezal made The Squad’s next
possession count with a lay-up to
break the tie 35-33 at 15:30 in the
second half and would do the to
widen the lead 37-33.
After Dolezal’s back-to-back
plays, Payne for the Pretty Bois
hustled down the court and fought
off defenders under the basket to
post a lay-up and put his team 2
points behind The Squad 37-35.
At 14:00 in the second half,
Carlos Garza was fouled and used
the opportunity to give his team
a point with a successful free
throw and bring his team ahead 3
points, 38-35.
Payne for the Pretty Bois fought
for a lay-up under the basket and
made it, trailing The Squad 48-46.
Keeping things on a roll for the
Bois, Johnson provided a 3-point
basket to tie the game at 49.
With 1:15 remaining in the
game, Baucom put 3 points on
the board for the Squad to stay
ahead 57-54. Dolezal was fouled

on the next possesion and converted one free throw to make it a
58-54 game.
The Pretty Bois would respond
with a jumpshot by Payne to
close in on The Squad 58-56 with
33 seconds remaining. Nyugen
was fouled and hit a free throw for
The Sqaud gaining a short lead of
59-56.
New tied up the game for the
Pretty Bois when he nailed a
3-point shot with 15 seconds remaining. Payne made the game
ending 3-point shot for the Pretty
Bois’ and upset The Squad 6259.
Staff Writer Justin Combs can be
reached at StaffWriter2@occc.edu.

The Pioneer Online
is the place to go for
up-to-the minute
sports news and weekly
sports podcasts!
www.occc.edu/pioneer
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College’s future plans
includes parking garages
“Plan,”
Cont. from page 1
ings should be built and
how OCCC can improve
the physical appearance of
the campus through landscaping. Another consideration is how the college
can improve signage.
“It is kind of like the
projection of the future,”
Messer said.
“The plan is to accommodate the increase in
students and faculty. It
is also to look at how we

want the campus to look
aesthetically so that it is
more inviting.”
The goals of the plan are
to make the campus look
more memorable, enhance
social interaction, and renew the pioneering spirit
of OCCC, Messer said.
The renovations and
construction will bring a
fresh look to the campus
and bring forth an inviting atmosphere for those
passing by and for those
attending college on campus.

Student Success
Focus Groups
OCCC wants to know what YOU know about the influences
that have led to your success in your courses! That’s right.
We recognize you are the experts on how and why you are
succeeding in your classes.
In order to tap that wealth of information, we have set up
three focus groups at various times. Each focus group will be
limirted to 12 students and will meet on campus.
Students who would like to participate need to have completed
one of the following courses in Fall 2008 or be currently
enrolled in one of these courses: ENGL 1113, HIST 1483,
POLSC 1113 or PSY 1113.
Each focus group will take approximately one hour and
refreshments will be served.
The first 10 students to arrive for each focus group will receive
a $20 gas card. In addition, everyone who participates will
have a chance to win a Touch iPod.
Select from the following times and dates:
•Focus Group A: Tuesday, March 31, 6 to 7 p.m.
•Focus Group B: Wednesday, April1, noon to 1 p.m.
•Focus Group C: Thursday, April 2, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Contact Jane Hinoajosa at jhinojosa@occc.edu
or 405-682-1611, ext. 7108. Leave your name, phone number,
and indicate your first, second and/or third time preference.
You will receive a confirmation e-mail indicating the location of
the session. A few days before the session, a reminder e-mail will
also be sent.

KFOR David Payne
Weather School Program
Join KFOR Weatherman David Payne from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, March 24,
in the General Dining Area for a lesson
in Oklahoma’s severe weather and tips to
help keep you and your family safe.
*Fullfills 4th quarter Health and Safety Training
for OCCC employees
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Highlights

Earn while you Learn

International Student Awareness Day
The Oklahoma House of Representatives is celebrating
International Student Awareness day from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Monday, March 30, in the State Capitol, located at 2300 N.
Lincoln Blvd. The event features speakers from the Oklahoma state government, various exhibitors, institutions and
local entertainers. The International Student office invites all
the interested students to register for the event at the front
counter in the Records and Graduation office by Friday,
March 13. Interested students also can register after the
spring break but they will not get the official badge from
the organizer. For more information, contact International
Student Services coordinator Sunny Garner at 405-6827884 or e-mail sgarner@occc.edu.
Student Life Events
The Student Life office is doing a workshop on Professional Dress for Job Interviews from 12:30 to 1 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 25, at room 1G7, located in the Main
Building. As a part of the Brown Bag Lunch Series, Student
Life is doing a Budgeting Basics from noon to 1 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 25, in the College Union. Student Life
is also organizing the service day for Habitat for Humanity
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 28. For
more information, contact Katie Treadwell at 405-682-7523
or e-mail ktreadwell@occc.edu.
Emergency drill
Safety and Security Office is organizing an emergency
drill sometime between 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Wednesday,
March 25, in the Main Building. The exact time for the
drill will not be announced. It will be either day or evening
time. The drill will last for 15 minutes, starting near the
last 10 minutes of a class session. The drill will simulate a
tornado warning for all OCCC campus and buildings. For
more information, contact Safety and Security director Ike
Sloas at 405-682-7891.
Bake Sale
Native American Student Association is having a bake
sale from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 26,
in the College Union counter. The bake sale is to raise
funds for OCCC’s first annual powwow event. For more
information, contact NASA officer Kashina Littledear at
405-619-8720.
Scholarship forms in Recruitment and Admissions
Recruitment and Admissions Office invites students to
apply for the scholarships. Students can apply for any
scholarship they want, if they meet the criteria. For more
information, contact Prospective Student Service assistant. Linda Sapp at 405-682-1611, ext. 7654, or visit the
Recruitment and Admissions office located in the first floor
in the Main Building.

Highlights are due by 5 p.m. each Tuesday for
publication in the next issue of the Pioneer. Forms
are available in the Pioneer office, located in 2M6 of
the Main Building or Highlights may be e-mailed to
StaffWriter1@occc.edu.

Does your club have an exciting event
or news idea you would like
to be published in the Pioneer?
Contact Bishal Malla at
405-682-1611, ext. 7410, or e-mail
StaffWriter1@occc.edu.
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Student Life Director Darin Behara asks Matt Nole, video game major, to pick a case
during a Deal or No Deal event presented by Student Life March 11. Business mangement
major Essence Harris, a work study in Student Life, helped with the cases.

Empowered Students and
Individual club small, active
By Bishal Malla
Staff Writer
Spreading awareness
about people with disabilities is one goal of a small
but active club on campus
called Empowered Students and Individuals. It
is one of 13 special interest
organizations at OCCC.
ESI is a small club, with
only four active members,
but they feel they have an
important responsibility,
said Michael Hendricks,
ESI president.
“The objective of the club
is to educate students and
staff about the challenges
disabled people have to
face inside and outside
the college, and help them
to overcome,” Hendricks
said.
Hendricks, who is partially blind, believes people
with disabilities are the
same as everyone else.
“They have to do things
differently but they are
normal,” he said.
He believes there is still
discrimination in society
where disabled people are
treated differently.
Disabled people are not

hired in some organizations because they don’t
look like other people, Hendricks said.
“Disabled people are also
productive people because
the world is changed now,”
he said.
Disabled people are
working in different fields,
Hendricks said.
He said disabled people
are not limited to staying
at home and collecting
Social Security disability
payments.
“They have the ability to
do a lot of things.” There
are disabled people who
have found success in their
lives, Hendricks said.
Many people also have
some sort of hidden disabilities, said Jenna Howard, disabled student adviser and ESI sponsor.
The disabilities that cannot be seen from outside
but impacts the major life
activities are called hidden
disabilities, Howard said.
Mental health, back injuries and learning disabilities are some of the hidden
disabilities, she said.
To make others aware of
disabilities, ESI members

organize Ability Awareness
Day every year during the
fall semester.
Offering a wheelchair
course for people to navigate and teaching people
to speak in sign language
are a few things that are
offered during the event,
Hendricks said.
ESI members worked as
volunteers at the Special
Bowling Olympics that was
held last May at Oklahoma
State University in Stillwater, Hendricks said.
“We do not have enough
members now,” he said.
“That prevents us from
participating in such activities now.”
Hendricks welcomes all
students to join the club.
“If somebody have heart
and passion to help disabled people than they
are always welcome to the
club,” he said.
ESI is free join, he said.
For more information,
contact Hendricks at 405682-1611, ext. 7865, or email michael.a.hendricks@
email.occc.edu.
Staff Writer Bishal Malla
can be reached at Staff
Writer1@occc.edu.
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Pioneer Classified Advertising
is free to all enrolled OCCC
students and employees for
any personal classified ad. Ads
must be submitted in writing
with IDs supplied or work area
and college extension included.
Deadline for advertising is 5
p.m. Tuesday prior to the publication date. For more information, call 405-682-1611, ext.
7674, or adman@occc.edu.

PERSONAL CARE
ASSISSTANT
8 years experience.
24 hour care.
Meal preparation.
House keeping.
Errands run.
“Let me care for
your loved ones.”
Call Chase at: 405-521-8195.

FOUND:
Female Boston Terrier
in the lobby of OCCC.
She is brown and white;
six to eight years old.
Please contact Mary
at 405-682-7515.

APARTMENT: I have a one
bedroom, Montclair Parc apartment to sublet. It is located at
S.W. 104 and Pennsylvania
Ave. The monthly rent of $700
includes electric. Available now!
Call: 405-850-3619.

FOR SALE: 2007 Honda Civic
LX Sedan, black, 29,000 miles.
Full warranty. Immaculate condition. $14,300, OBO. Call 405250-6531, or e-mail: royal_racing05@yahoo.com.
FOR SALE: 2002 Midnight
blue, Mitsubishi, Lancer. 167 K
miles. $3,500 OBO. Call 405301-6814.
FOR SALE: 1998 Corolla LE,
144K miles. MP3/CD player. A/C,
all power, mint condition. $4,000
OBO. Call: 405-863-9982.
FOR SALE: 1998 Volkswagen, GOLF GTI VR6, 2 door
hatchback. 129K miles. Great
condition. $5,200 OBO. E-mail
me at: talharizwan85@yahoo.
com.

THE 2009 EDITION OF
THE ABSOLUTE IS IN
THE FINAL STAGES OF
PRODUCTION
Another year has gone
by and with it a chance to
see your name in print.
If you did not submit
your poem, story or artwork, don’t wait until November. Pick up a submission form at the Arts and
Humanities office, for the
2010 OCCC literary and
art journal.

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE IN THE OCCC
PIONEER. CALL 405-682-1611. EXT. 7674
Are you following us?
Well, you should be.

www.twitter.com/
OCCCPioneer
We put the fun in fundamental news coverage.

CITY OF EDMOND
Summer positions @
Pelican Bay
Aquatic Center:
Pool Manager,
Cashier & Cafe Managers,
Cafe Staff / Cashiers,
Lifeguard Staff,
Water Safety Instructors.
Golf Course,
Arcadia Lake.
Parks and Recreation
jobs also open.
Job info line
www.edmondok.com
Apply at 100 E. First,
Rm 106

FOR SALE: Used MP3
player. Archos 104-4Gb. $70.
Call: 469-733-5677

The Pioneer staff is all
a “TWITTER” about the
newest addition to
our media family. Visit
us at: www.twitter.com/
OCCCPioneer

COUPON
Sonora Mexican Café
5425 S Pennsylvania Ave. (405) 604-3612

OCCC Special
FOR SALE: “College Writers,”
7th Edt, $40. ”Chemistry - The
Central Science,” $60. Good
condition. E-mail: littleox06_vn@
yahoo.com. Call: 469-733-5677
FOR SALE: Textbook for “Success in College and Life” by
Gardner/Jewler/Barefoot. Good
condition. $20 cash only. Call
405-745-9322.

Take break from studying & let us
teach you about Mexican cuisine!

A+
A+
A+

A+A
aaaa
A

Bring this ad in for a hot & creamy
Chicken Enchilada Dinner, soft
drink and sopapilla for $6.99
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Emergency
drills
planned
OCCC will conduct
the first of three
emergency
drills
scheduled for 2009
sometime between 8
a.m. Monday, March
23 and 10 p.m.
Wednesday,
March
25. There will be a
daytime and evening
drill, with no exact
time announced.
This
drill
will
simulate a tornado
warning
for
all
OCCC
campuses
and buildings and
will last 15 minutes,
starting near the last
10 minutes of a class
session. The next
class session will
resume at its normal
start time.
The all clear will be
given after 15 minutes
from the start of the
drill. If you can’t hear
the all clear message
from your safer area
please
un-shelter
after 15 minutes.
Therefore, if you
find yourself away
from your safer area
move to lower-level
interior classrooms,
restrooms or stairwells.
Avoid
all
exterior
windows,
walls or expansive
roofs.
Thank you for your
cooperation
during
this time.
—OCCC
Safety and
Security

The Pioneer Online
is the place
to go for
up-to-the minute
sports news and
weekly
sports podcasts!
www.occc.edu/pioneer

