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College offers
services from
labs to dining

Decisions

Most needs can be met on campus
By Stephen Sossamon
Editor
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Roxy Randall, 20, occupational thearpy assistant major, thumbs through the college’s
spring schedule in search of classes for the spring semester. For information about
registration and class schedules, go to the college’s website at www.occc.edu.

Campus parking expanded
Close to 500 spaces added for total of 2,985
By Christina Barger
Staff Writer

F

or many OCCC students, parking may
come a little easier this
semester.
“Almost 500 parking
spaces have been added
since last fall, bringing the
total for students to 2,985,”
said J.B. Messer, Facility
Management director.
Messer said parking lot
F has been extended to
include more than 275
parking spaces.
Parking lots D and E also
have been extended.
Parking lot F is located

south of the Aquatic Center and lots D and E are
located west of the Health
Professions Center.
“Ther e ar e curr ently
3,278 parking spots on
campus,” Messer said.
“Eighty-five of those spots
are designated as handicap
parking, 233 spots are designated for staff and faculty
and another 25 spots are
set up for a variety of VIPs
and others.
“Students can expect
parking to be at a premium
the first couple of weeks,
due to the number of students still enrolling, using
the bookstore and starting

classes.”
Messer suggests students
arrive a little early and plan
ahead to avoid tardiness.
Ike Sloas, Safety and Security director, agrees.
“The number one tip for
parking is to use lots D, E
and F,” Sloas said. “That
is where you will find the
most available parking.”
Nursing major Jason
Rankin, 29, has attended
OCCC for more then two
years and also has a degree
from Oklahoma State University in Stillwater.
“Parking here can be hec-

See “Parking,” page 6

tudents who need
help need look no
further than the many offices around campus, all of
which offer assistance to
any student.
A good place to start is
the Student Life office, an
area for students to network, said Student Life
assistant Marcy Roll
Student Life offers service learning, volunteering
opportunities, speakers,
student leadership retreats
and workshops to all students, she said .
Student Life is open from
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday,
For more information,
call Student Life at 405682-7523.
The library is a place all
students will find helpful during their time at
OCCC.
“We provide reference
help, show students how
to access various databases
and provide reserve materials for use in the library,”
said librarian Linda Boatright.
She said the library also
stocks copies of many textbooks, which are kept on
reserve but cannot be taken out of the library.
“All a student needs to
check out a book is their
student ID,” Boatright said.
“They can check out up to
10 books at a time for two
weeks at a time.”

She said the library
doesn’t charge fines for
late books, but said there is
a fee if a book comes back
damaged.
The Library is open from
7:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. Monday through Thursday,
7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday
and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturday.
For more information,
call the library at 405-6827564.
The Test Center is another area students will
likely find themselves in
eventually. This is where
many professors send students to take tests for their
classes.
Testing Assessment Director Jim Ellis said the
Test Center’s staff is readily available to assist students.
“[Staff members] ask the
student the test they are
wanting to take and give
them the tests,” Ellis said.
He said it’s important to
allow enough time to test.
“Students need to come
in an hour before we close
to take tests.”
Ellis said it also is the
students’ responsibility to
know which test they need
to take.
“They will need to know
the test, course number,
instructor’s name and test
number,” he said.
After that, things run
smoothly, Ellis said.
The Test Center is available from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.

See “Services,” page 9
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Editorial and Opinion
Editorial

Managing stress
is beneficial
The first month, or even the first week, of classes may be tough for any college student.
Whether it is the tedious enrollment process or
the stress of finding a ride to the college, students
can sometimes find themselves with an aching
head.
The key to success is finding balance between
classes, work and personal time.
Students enrolled full-time with a full-time job
may find it hard to keep up with classes.
Full-time jobs usually lock-down expenses and
make it hard to attend every class and finish
homework.
Attending classes and doing homework are the
staples for success in college.
Michele Borba, an educational psychologist,
says on her website that stress and pressure from
the first semester have reached an all-time high,
with 26 percent of students dropping out.
Borba’s website also mentions four out of 10
students reported feeling depressed to the point
that it was difficult to function.
With that said, the best way to find success is
to find the balance.
But, it is hard to find balance when schedules
are too tight to fit anything else in.
OCCC student support specialist Mary Turner
offers some helpful hints:
• Get organized. There is a lot more freedom
in college than in high school, so it’s easier for
things to slip up.
• Go to class. The only way to really know what’s
going on and how you’re doing is to be there.
• Use the wellness area. It’s free with a valid
ID, and students can lift weights or swim or most
anything else related to exercise.
• Participate in things. Running in for class and
then leaving will only make you feel disconnected.
Get involved with other students who share your
interests.
• Use the campus resources, including learning
labs, the library, faculty, advising, and Student
Support Services.
• Study a little every day. Unlike high school,
students may find themselves investing several
hours each week on each class.
• Don’t worry; be happy. A positive attitude can
make all the difference in how you feel and how
well you do.
• Don’t take too many classes. Students should
know their limits and keep their class schedules
reasonable.
This isn’t high school anymore. Though the professors care, they aren’t there to hold students’
hands for their entire college career.
Finding success early in the semester leads to
more success and fewer headaches in the future.
—Stephen Sossamon
Editor

Textbooks charged to accounts
To the editor:
OCCC should allow students to charge their books
to their student account
with no finance charges.
This is the first school
I’ve attended that doesn’t
allow you to charge your
books when the school
knows I have federal and
state grants coming in to
the college.
What happened to
charging your books to
your school account until
your monies arrive at the
school?
The college and I both
know the grants would
cover the cost.
The federal and state

grants are estimated on
school accounts until the
grants have arrived at the
school.
From my experience
with grants from previous
schools, the estimates on
the grants are pretty accurate.
The following higher education schools allow you to
charge your books to your
school account: University
of Oklahoma, Oklahoma
State University Stillwater,
Tulsa, Okmulgee Campuses, University of Central
Oklahoma, Northeastern
Oklahoma A&M, Tulsa
Community College and
Bacone College in Musko-

Helpline increases aid
To the editor:
The Oklahoma Tobacco
Helpline at 1-800-QUITNOW is ready to see that
Oklahomans who have resolved to quit tobacco for
the New Year have the best
chance for success.
The helpline is offering
free telephone quit coaching along with a free twoweek starter kit of nicotine
patches or gum.
The Helpline is funded

by the Oklahoma Tobacco
Settlement
Endowment
Trust (TSET), the Oklahoma State Department of
Health and the U.S. Center for Disease Control and
Prevention.
Since it began in 2003,
the Helpline has served
more than 75,000 Oklahomans.
—Sjonna Paulson
Accredited Public
Relations

gee.
As you know, books aren’t
cheap.
Why wouldn’t the school
help current students out
with their finances, buying
books, with the financial
crisis we’re living in?
—J.T. King
OCCC Student
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Comments and Reviews

Kevin James brings action
and comedy to ‘Mall Cop’
Funny man Kevin James
(“King of Queens”) plays
a chubby single guy with
hypoglycemia in Columbia
Pictures newest comedy —
“Paul Blart: Mall Cop.”
Paul Blart is an average
fellow with a job no one
takes as seriously as Paul,
not even his boss.
When Amy (Jayma Mays)
opens a hair kiosk, Paul
develops a crush, but other
people in his life convince
Paul he has no chance to
get the girl.
Paul’s
mother
and
daughter convince him to
sign up for a dating service, but he can’t get his
mind off Amy.
Paul makes a few lame
attempts to get her attention but fails to make
much headway with her.
The film is cute, funny
and predictable until a
robbery occurs.
When a band of Ninjalike thieves take over the
mall, Amy is taken hostage.
Paul jumps into action,
and so does the movie.
The audience ooh’d,
aah’d and applauded when
Paul Blart dons Rambo apparel and protects his beloved mall and Amy, while
the police and S.W.A.T
teams wait outside.
There is nothing like an

inept, underdog coming
alive to stir the emotions
of the viewers, and that is
what happened in “Paul
Blart: Mall Cop.”
The movie is rated PG,
but there is no bad lan-

guage, sex and the violence
is minimal (and slapstick).
This movie is suitable for
all ages.
Rating: B
—Cynthia Praefke
Staff Writer

Anna’s gives a homely feel
along with a taste of Greece
Anna’s Gyros is only
minutes away from OCCC
campus and well worth
the drive.
Inside this small holein-the-wall diner located
at 2228 S.W. 74th Street,
you will find a sweet lady
by the name of Anna.
She not only takes your
order, she prepares your
food fresh, delivers it to
your table and even cleans
up your mess.

Although she speaks little English, she managed
to communicate well and
was very courteous.
Gyro specials starting
at $5.99 include fries and
a drink will surely satisfy
any appetite. Chicken and
hamburgers are also on
the menu.
The pita bread-wrapped
lamb meat with a touch of
lettuce was so good I didn’t
want to stop eating.

Even after I was full to
the gizzard I still managed
to squeeze in a few more
bites. The tzatziki sauce
was good enough to eat all
by itself.
The food arrived to the
table in a very timely fashion considering it was prepared to order.
The restaurant was clean
and gave me a warm and
homey feeling.
It was almost like being

The beginning of a new year always provides an
opportunity to reflect on the previous year and
anticipate what this year may bring.
Last year will be remembered for the historic
election of our first African-American president.
Barack Obama’s election has energized the nation around opportunity and has allowed us to
celebrate the social progress made since our nation was founded.
Also, 2008 will be one that will be cited as the
beginning of one of the most difficult economic
periods.
As we move into 2009, there is no doubt that
the nation and most of the world is in a recession — one that could last several years. Some are
predicting the U.S. unemployment rate to reach
nearly 10 percent by the end of this year. State
and local governments are seeing a dramatic decline in revenue, causing budget cutbacks in almost every area of government — including education.
In these difficult and uncertain economic times,
to you as a student, your commitment to receiving
a college degree has never been more important.
Your best bet to remain employed, become employed, or to get another job if you are laid off,
is to have more education under your belt rather
than less education.
An education is something that can’t be taken
away, and your education will allow you to succeed in this tough economic time far better than
those who do not have an education. So, stay in
college and continue your progress towards completing your college degree.
The next couple of years will be challenging as
we seek to align costs with a potential decline in
state support for OCCC.
Challenging times also bring an opportunity to
examine what we do and to create innovative ways
to continue to accomplish our mission. OCCC has
often led the state with innovation in the delivery
of instruction and services to students, even without an abundance of funding.
This innovation comes not from financial resources, but from the intellectual resources of our
faculty and staff. I remain highly optimistic that
OCCC will not only survive in the next few years,
but also we will continue to thrive.
As the election of Obama has reinforced the notion’s of hope and opportunity in America, OCCC
continues its commitment to provide an opportunity for a college education to all who are willing
to work for it. And, what tremendous hope this
incredible opportunity affords for a secure and
better future for all of us.
—Paul Sechrist
OCCC President
in grandma’s kitchen.
If you like gyros, you
should try it.

Rating: A
—Christina Barger
Staff Writer
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Comments and Reviews

Fall Out Boy offers little change in
latest album release ‘Folie a Deux’
The band Fall Out Boy
continues their pop dynasty with their sixth studio album “Folie a Deux.”
The album was released
on Dec. 16. The title, which
is French for madness for
two, is a label to a French
term pertaining to a psychotic disorder. However,
the album is anything but
psychotic or chaotic.
Long-time fans of the
band will not be disappointed because as intelligent as the title sounds,
the album, in essence, is
not. In all fairness, the
band does retain its ability to write the catchiest
rhythms and the grooviest
chord progressions, not to
mention bassist Wentz’s
eyeliner chic looks.
The album starts out
with the song “Disloyal Order of Water Buffaloes.” In
the song, Stump displays
his once again shaky but
somehow enchanting vocals over a track of an organ. Pop punk mediocrity
ensues quickly, however,
and the groove and catchiness the band is known
for begins suddenly and
almost inappropriately.

The first item worthy of
interest is a song titled
“Headfirst Slide Into Cooperstown On a Bad Bet.”
It is hands down the best
song on the album.
A blistering mix of dance
beats, piano lines, catchy
rhythms and differing vocals, the song is sure to
be a dance club favorite
— or at least a favorite of
15-year-old girls.
Unfortunately this is
how the album continues.
The second track, “I
Don’t Care,” begins with
a
chord
progression
strangely similar to that
of Norman Greenbaum’s
“Spirit in the Sky,” which
is an interesting idea, but
just isn’t expressed correctly.
It’s still an interesting element that is layered into
the album. The song might
have the ability to get the
meekest of souls out and
dancing, but it lacks complexity.
The third track, “She’s
My Winona,” shifts the
sound from the retro jazz/
bluesy sound of the previous track to a pop song
through and through.

The song is built with
romantic lyrical hooks,
a bouncy kick drum and
guitars that groove with
the reminiscence of Maroon Five. However, it still
fails to provide anything
mature.
The fourth song, “America’s Suitehearts,” is pretty
much the same story as
the second and third song.
Just replace the cleanliness on the guitars with a
catchy riff, add a soaring
Stump chorus and verse,
complete with vocal harmonies.
The songs continue with:
“The (Shipped) Gold Standard,” “(Coffee’s For Closers),” “What a Catch, Donnie,” “27,” “Tiffany Blews,”
“w.a.m.s,” “20 Dollar Nose
Bleed,” and ends with the
pop/rock ballad, “West
Coast Smoker.”
Fall Out Boy implemented many cameos on
its album including the
likes of Elvis Costello, Lil’
Wayne, Pharrell, Panic at
the Disco and last but not
least — Debbie Harry from
Blondie.
But, as star studded as
the cast may seem, the

added textures still fail to
add depth to the album.
The album as a whole
provides a fun time, reminiscent of bouncy road
trips through Kansas, but
like those road trips, it is
short lived and repetitive.
Not only that, but the
only song that did not
sound like any of the
prior songs was “Headfirst
Slide… Bad Bet.”
Fall Out Boy once again

succeeds in providing
catchy hooks and danceable beats, but fails to
show any kind of progression in the album or in
their musical abilities.
However, Wentz and the
crew still deliver the same
analogous glam-pop-rock
decadence that their fans
have come to love.
Rating: C+
—Kenny Hilburn
Staff Writer

New movie depicting life of Biggie Smalls
a must-see for fans of all types of music
If, when you hear the
word “Notorious,” your
mind goes to hip-hop music, then you may want to
check out the new film release from Fox Searchlight
Pictures.
Born Christopher Wallace, rapper Biggie Smalls,
aka Notorious B.I.G., elevated his lifestyle from
selling drugs on the streets
of Brooklyn to becoming
an icon in the music industry.
His tremendous success,
along with his association

with fellow rapper Tupac
Shakur, was the eventual
cause of a feud between
East and West Coast rappers. This trouble between
the coasts cost the lives of
both Wallace and Shakur
while they were still young
men.
This film, produced by
Wallace’s mother Voletta
Wallace, follows his life
from the time he is an
overweight honor student,
picked on by his peers,
to his shooting death in
1997. Wallace’s real-life

son, Christopher Jordan
Wallace, plays a young
Christopher with the flair
of a professional actor.
Brooklyn rapper Jamal
Woolard plays the adult
Wallace. The audience is
drawn into the life, loves
and meteoric rise to fame
of this bigger-than-life
performer, by Woolard’s
excellent portrayal.
Outstanding
cinematography and sound production put the viewer on
stage with Wallace, his
wife and fellow artist Faith

Evans (Antonique Smith),
and of course, his ex-lover
“Little Kim” Jones (Naturi
Naughton).
This film is a realistic
look at a lifestyle that included drugs, failures and
the price of success. As
Wallace himself put it, “mo’
money; mo’ problems.”
Whether or not you are a
fan of rap or hip-hop, the

life and death of the Notorious B.I.G. is a part of
music history that is worth
viewing.
The rating of this movie is
“R” for nudity, sexual content, language and drugs.
But that was the reality for
this Notorious rapper.
Rating: A
—Cynthia Praefke
Staff Writer

www.occc.edu/pioneer
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OCCC theater named after the late
Bruce Owen, former vice president
By Cal Corbin
News Writing Student
On a chilly Thursday
afternoon in December,
OCCC
President
Paul
Sechrist welcomed a roomful of guests to a ceremony
filled with warmth and remembrance.
The celebration honored
the late Bruce B. Owen,
the college’s first vice president for instruction, by
naming the college theater
after him.
Four generations of Owen’s family were in attendance to witness the unveiling, including Owen’s
wife Almarie, his daughter,
granddaughter and great-

Bruce Owen
granddaughter.
Chairman Robert Jenkins, from the OCCC Board
of Regents, came up to the
stage to represent the Re-

gents and acknowledged
the contributions Owen
had made to the school.
Professor Clay Randolph
spoke next. Randolph was
the leading architect in
pushing for the theater to
be named after Owen.
“There are two things
about Bruce.” Randolph
said, “He was a remarkable person, (and) he
taught teachers how to use
the rules rather than feel
trapped in the system.”
Randolph noted seeing Owen always walking through the hallways
at school. He joked about
stopping him to chat just
to slow him down.
“He was our leader,”

“There are two things about Bruce: he was
a remarkable person, (and) he taught teachers
how to use the rules rather than feel trapped in
the system ... He was our leader.”
—Clay Randolph
English Professor
Randolph said, ending his
words of tribute.
Gus Pekara, Downtown
College Consortium director, also spoke about the
impact Owen had.
Like Owen, Pekara first
joined the OCCC staff in
1972.
Pekara mentioned the
makeshift stage Owen
used back in the “oneroom college,” in the early

days of the school.
Pekara said this stage
would always bring students and faculty together
in a friendly environment.
After the speakers finished delivering their remarks, they gathered on
stage with Owen’s wife to
unveil the plaque dedicated in his honor.
Bruce Owen died in 2004
at the age of 77.

Cultural Art Series brings respected musical
duet to campus for concert, master classes
By Justin Combs
Staff Writer
Brad Richter and Viktor
Uzur will bring their guitar
and cello duo to the Bruce
Owen Theater at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 27, as part
of the OCCC Cultural Art
Series.
Richter and Uzur will
also hold a free master
class earlier that day at
11 a.m. in the Arts and
Humanities building. For
guitarists, Richter’s master class will be held in the
college theater.
Uzar’s cello class will
be offered in room 1F5 in
the Arts and Humanities
building.
The master classes offer students a chance to
perform pieces of music
for each artist. In return,
Richter and Uzur will offer
suggestions and advice on
how to improve the student’s creativity and musicianship.
Richter, originally from
Enid, is a self-taught guitarist with no formal training who earned the Presi-

dential Scholarship to the
American Conservatory of
Music.
After completing undergraduate degrees in performance and composition, Richter was awarded
a scholarship to the Royal
College of Music in London
where he completed his
master’s degree. He was
the first guitarist in school
history to earn the prestigious Thomas Morherr
Prize.
Today, Richter teaches
music at the University of
Arizona and is the Artistic
Director of “Lead Guitar!,”
a non-profit program he
co-founded in 2006 that
sets up guitar programs in
schools around the country with high populations
of at-risk youth, according
to his website.
Uzur is a decorated musician himself, performing
in concerts and as a soloist worldwide.
His engagement with the
ARCO Moscow Chamber
Orchestra from 1992 to
1999 led to many international tours, CD releases

Brad Richter and Viktor Uzur
and collaborations with
musicians and composers
such as Petris Vasks and
Lewis Nielson, according
to the college website.
Uzur is currently a recording artist for Blue
Griffin Recording Inc. with
two CDs released. His
most recent, “Viktor Uzur
in Recital,” was released
in December 2007. Uzur
also is a cello professor at

Weber State University in
Utah and the founder and
director of the Bonneville
Chamber Music Festival
in Utah.
Tickets to the concert
are $10 for students and
children under 17. Senior
citizens and alumni can
buy tickets for $17 and
tickets for general admission are $22.
Tickets will be available

at the door on the day
of the show. Prior to the
show, tickets can be purchased on campus at the
CAS ticket office in the
Main Building, room 1G1.
For more information on
the Cultural Art Series,
contact the CAS office at
405-682-7579.
Staff
Writer
Justin
Combs can be reached at
StaffWriter2@occc.edu.
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OCCC Campus Parking

Security says parking
rules, fines to be enforced
“Parking,”
Cont. from page 1
tic but it’s good compared
to OSU parking.
“At OSU the parking was
a lot crazier.”
Students will want to pay
close attention to where
designated parking ar eas are to avoid potential
fines.
According to the college’s
website, the OCCC campus is patrolled 24 hours
a day, seven days a week,
by security personnel who
are charged with enforcing
traffic and parking regulations.
Violations range from

vehicles not currently registered with the college,
speeding, running a stop
sign and parking in a fire
lane. Fines can range from
$3 for an improperly affixed
parking decal or parking
permit to $100 for parking in a fire lane or handicapped space.
Students receiving four
or more citations within a
calendar year could receive
disciplinary action that
may include suspension of
parking and driving privileges on campus according
to the college website.
Staff Writer Christina
Barger can be reached at
StaffWriter3@occc.edu.

Traffic and Parking Fines
• Failure to stop at a “Stop” sign .............................................$25
• Going the wrong way on a one-way street ...........................$25
• Reckless driving, unsafe driving ...........................................$25
• Parking in a fire lane ...........................................................$100
• Parking in a handicapped space without a proper permit ...$100
• Parking in a faculty and staff area without a proper decal ....$15
• Double parking .......................................................................$5
• Improper parking (parts of vehicle outside of marked space)..$3
• All other parking violations ................................................$5
• Failure to display parking decal or parking permit ............$5
• Improperly affixed parking decal or parking permit ...........$3
Students can pick up a brochure with all fines and rules in the Safety and Security
office, located on the first floor of the Main Building.
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OCCC professor takes day off work to
witness history, attend inauguration
Summers visits D.C. to pay tribute to the historical significance of new president
Summers is an alumnus of Howard University
in Washington D.C. and
Accounting
professor he said he is “fired up and
Ron Summers said he opt- juiced” about returning to
ed to miss the first day of the capital.
He said he has many
class so he could be present at a historical event friends in Washington D.C.
in the nation’s capital on who went to school with
Jan. 20 — the inaugura- him. Many have become
tion of President Barack doctors and lawyers.
Reminisc Obama.
ing with them
Summers said atand
enjoytending the inauguing the “main
ration is important
event”
will
to him because of
make his trip
its historical signifiworthwhile,
cance.
he said.
He said he is exSummers is
cited about the new
a registered
path the country
Democrat
may embark upon
who voted for
with
Obama
in
Ron Summers
Obama.
charge.
One reason Summers
“Change is always good,”
Summers said. “Good or supported Obama is he
bad, it’s always good to believes Obama will direct
the country toward peace
see a different side.”
By Matt Bishop
Staff Writer

and away from war.
“I don’t want my son going to any war,” he said.
“It is a can’t-win situation,
nobody wins.”
He also doesn’t believe
getting access to oil supplies is worth a war.
“If I have to walk here to
teach because I can’t get
gas, I’ll do it to save my
son (from going to war).”
The event is inspirational to Summers and the
African-American community because they know
that now anything really
is possible, he said.
“The election of President Obama gives hope
to the African-American
community,”
Summers
said.
“I can truthfully tell my
son he can be the president
of the United States.”
Summers said he read a
quote online after Obama’s

“The election of President Obama gives hope
to the African-American community. I can
truthfully tell my son, he can be the president
of the United States.”
—Ron Summers
OCCC Professor
election that read, “Rosa
Parks sat so Martin Luther King could walk. Martin Luther King walked so
Obama could run. Obama
ran so our children could
fly.”
The quote left an impression on Summers.
“It was very thought provoking, deep in the heart,”
he said.
It is important for today’s youth not to take
any of these things for
granted, he said. It is important to be involved in
the the community and to
never miss a vote.

“Don’t take voting lightly,” he said. “I think it
is something everyone
should do, regardless of
affiliation.”
Summer’s
inspiration
came from Thelma Parks,
one of his teachers from
Douglass High School in
1970.
“[She] told us ‘I don’t
care what you do or where
you go, if you don’t give
anything back to your
community, you’ve done
nothing,’” Summers said.
Staff Writer Matt Bishop can be reached at
SeniorWriter@occc.edu.

Students share their thoughts on...

the inauguration of President Barack Obama and their views on what his presidency may bring
“I’m happy because
I have a greatgrandmother that
has been here
almost a whole
century ... 93 years
old and she was able
to live through to
see it.”
—Chad Allen,
pre-engineering major

“I dont think it
matters ... by the end
of the term, we’re
always tired of our
president.”
—Mackenzie Gray,
undecided major

“I’m staying out
of this. It will sort
itself out eventually
or collapes in on
itself. Either way I’m
just gonna stand
back and watch the
show.”
—Philip Aken,
psychology major

“I dont know if he’s
what our country
needs right now.”
—Jillian Bishop,
undecided major

“[Obama’s election]
was the proof that
this country believes
in democracy,
and believes in
the freedom of
expression.”
—Ihsan Ahmad,
business major

“I really hope he’ll
be able to turn the
economy around and
protect the country
like he promised”
—Kelsea Burton,
journalism major
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Sports
It’s go time

UPCOMING

Business major Haylee
Hawort enjoys a run on one
of several treadmills available
inside the Wellness Center’s
cardio room.
Hawort said she uses the
Wellness Center twice a
week to stay in shape.
The Wellness Center
weight and cardio room, and
gymnasium are open from
6 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday and from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays.
The Wellness is free to all
students with a valid student
ID.

OCCC
INTRAMURALS
EVENTS
• Jan. 20-22: Intramural registration table will be available
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. to sign
up for basketball, soccer, flag
football and volleyball leagues.
Helpful assistants will be available to answer any questions.
For more information about
Intramural leagues, call Recreation and Fitness Specialist Eric
Watson at 405-682-1611, ext.
7786.
• Jan. 24: The OCCC Aquatic
Center will host the Casady Invitation swim meet. For more information about OCCC Aquatic
Center events, call Recreation
and Fitness director Roxanna
Butler at 405-682-1611, ext.
7425.
• Jan. 28: As soon as basketball
teams are assembled and registered for the intramural league,
there will be a meeting at noon
at the gym inside the Wellness
Center. Teams will be informed
about when games will be held,
team names announced and
court times arranged for practice. For more information, call
Recreation and Fitness Specialist Eric Watson at 405-6821611, ext. 7786.
• Feb. 6: 5-on-5 Intramural
basketball season tips off. For
more information about games,
call Recreation and Fitness
Specialist Eric Watson at 405682-1611, ext. 7786.
• Feb. 6-7: The OCCC Aquatic
Center will host the Mid-State/
Metro Conference swim meet.
For more information about
OCCC Aquatic Center events,
call Recreation and Fitness director Roxanna Butler at 405682-1611, ext. 7425.
• Feb. 13: 5-on-5 Intramural
basketball and Free Throw Hot
Shot Challenge. For more information, call Recreation and Fitness Specialist Eric Watson at
405-682-1611, ext. 7786.

Photo by Kenny Hilburn

Wellness Center offers plenty of
actitivies to get students involved
By Justin Combs
Staff Writer
The Wellness Center plans to
expand the sports activities it offers this semester.
Sports and Recreation specialist
Eric Watson said they want to offer more outdoor activities to students since it warms up during
the second semester.
Kayaking, mountain climbing
and mountain biking have been
incorporated to offer more “nontraditional” sports activities and
give students more options as well
as a means to meet new people,
Watson said.
Kayaking is being offered at the
school through OKC Kayak.
Lessons will be taught in the
Aquatic Center and retreats held
off campus after participants
learn maneuvers and test the waters.
Mountain climbers will meet
up on the campus to commute
together to the Oklahoma City
Rocktown Gym downtown. The
cost is $12 dollars.
Trips also are scheduled to the
Wichita Mountains to put their
practice to the test and cost $79,

Watson said.
Mountain biking also is part of
the new sports activities with a
free Saturday breakfast ride to be
held on bike trails in the Moore
area, he said.
These new sport activities have
been implemented to expand the
sports programs to students who
aren’t traditional athletes, Watson
said.
The Aquatic Center will still be
the place to swim laps and enjoy
a relaxing workout in the water,
Watson said.
The pool is available for adult lap
swim from 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. and in
the evenings from 5 to 8 p.m. on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. The pool is open during the
morning from 6 to 10 a.m., in the
afternoon from 11:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. and during the evening from
6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m, on Tuesdays
and Thursdays and on Saturdays
adult swim begins at 11:30 a.m.
and ends at 4 p.m.
Open recreational swim is offered as well. During recreational
hours swimmers can participate
in water basketball, volleyball and
diving on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 6:45 to 8:30

p.m., and also from 1 to 4 p.m. on
Saturdays.
If chasing Michael Phelp’s records is not your cup of tea and
you are a certified scuba diver
with your own equipment, the
Aquatic Center will be open from
6:30 to 8 p.m. on Tuesdays and
the diving well is available from 7
to 8 p.m. to practice and test your
equipment.
This time is only for individual use. No scuba lessons will be
taught. Aquatic Specialists are
available to make arrangements
for lessons.
The Aquatic Center is free for
students, faculty and facility
members with a valid ID.
Staff Writer Justin Combs can be
reached at StaffWriter2@occc.edu.

Get up-to-date information
on all OCCC Intramural
sports, as well as news
on college and pro sports
around the nation.
Listen to the OCCC
Sportscast at:

www.occc.edu/pioneer
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Club, organizations fair set for Jan. 28 and 29
By Bishal Malla
Staff Writer
Students interested in
becoming an active part of
campus life might want to
attend the upcoming Clubs
and Organizations Fair on
Wednesday, Jan. 28, and
Thursday, Jan. 29.
The fair will be held from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. each
day in the general dining
area, said Katie Treadwell,
Student Life programs coordinator.
Treadwell said the goal of

the fair is to get students to
join campus clubs and get
them involved in campus
activities.
“It’s an opportunity for
students to know more
about the college clubs
and organizations, as well
as their interested areas,”
Treadwell said.
During the fair, campus
clubs and organizations
will set up tables to provide
information to new and
returning students.
The upcoming fair is the
most effective way to in-

teract with students, said
Camille Njeugoue, International Student Association
president.
Njeugoue said these kinds
of events not only help students get to know each
other but also build their
communication skills.
He said ISA members
welcome all international
and American students to
join their association.
Information about that
club as well as many others will be provided at the
fair.

Students needs met in a number of areas
“Services,”
Cont. from page 1
Monday through Thursday
and 8 to 5 p.m. Fridays and
Saturdays, he said.
For more information,
call the Test Center at 405682-1611, ext. 7321.
Most students will be
required to take certain
classes such as math, writing and science classes,
and the college also has a
number of labs available
that are helpful to those
students.
The Math Lab is one and
is available for students
enrolled in OCCC math
courses.
Calculators, textbooks,
tutors and accommodations for students with
disabilities are all available
said Christine Peck, senior
math lab assistant/computer tech.
Peck said tutoring is free
and no appointments are
necessary. There also is
Internet access in the lab,
she said.
The Math Lab is open
from 8 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Monday through Thursday,
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday
and 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on
Saturday.
For more information,
call the Math Lab at 405682-1611, ext. 7291.
The Communications Lab
is for students needing help
with writing and essays.
It’s located in room
1N7 of the Main Building, between the book-

store and student union.
The Lab provides writing workshops during the
semester over Literary
Analysis, MLA Style Rhetorical Analysis and Rogerian argument essays,
said Communications Lab
Assistant Brandon Isaak.
The lab also has tutors ready to assist students, he said.
Isaak said students need
to remember to bring their
student ID and a computer
disk or flash drive if students use the computers.
The Communications
lab is open from 8 a.m. to
9 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Friday and 10:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. on Saturday.
For more information, contact the Communications Lab at 405682-1611, ext. 7379.
The Biology Lab is for
students to satisfy their
general education science course’s lab requirements, said Biology lab
assistant Amanda Rogrow.
Students may complete
laboratory activities, work
ahead, catch up or complete special projects that
are part of their biology courses, according to
the Biology Lab’s rules.
The Biology lab is open
from 9 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Monday through Thursday and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Friday and Saturday.
For more information,
call the Biology Lab at
405-682-1611, ext. 7269.

The college also has Student Support Services,
where students can get
help with various academic
and mental health needs,
Learning Support specialist
Mary Turner said.
Student Support Services
is generally open from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday
through Friday.
“The counselors are here
for anything related to
stress, or the needs for
cognitive (mental) types of
counseling,” she said.
“They are also able to
make referrals off campus
if someone has a greater
need.”
Turner said she deals
with anything related to
student academics.
“It’s better to make an appointment, because we are
usually busy a lot of times,”
she said.
“Walk-ins are welcome,
but its usually easier to
make an appointment.”
Turner said urgent needs
requiring immediate response come first.
For more information,
contact Student Support
Services at 405-682-7520.
Editor Stephen Sossamon
can be reached at editor@
occc.edu.
Get your daily dose
of campus news
online at
www.occc.edu/pioneer
ALSO: Late-breaking
stories and online
exclusives

Popcorn, candy and
drinks will be offered to
students by various clubs
and organizations, said
Karlen Grayson, Student
Clubs and Organization
assistant.
She said approximately
25 clubs and associations
are participating in the upcoming fair.
These include two honor

societies, 17 departmental
clubs, 13 special interest
organizations and three
religious organizations.
For more information,
call 405-682-7523, visit
www.occc.edu/StudentLife
or drop by 1J8 in the Main
Building.
S t a f f Wr i t e r B i s h a l
Malla can be reached at
StaffWriter1@occc.edu.

YOU and A FRIEND ARE INVITED
TO A SPECIAL SCREENING

Thursday, Jan. 22, 7:30 p.m.
Harkins Theater
*Supplies are limited. Complimentary passes are
available in the Pioneer office 2M6 MB on a first-come,
first-serve basis. One admit-two pass per person with a
valid OCCC ID and proof of age.

OPENS NATIONWIDE JANUARY 23
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Highlights
Auditions for Chamber Singers on Jan. 20 and 21
The auditions for Chamber Singers will be held on
Tuesday, Jan. 20, and Wednesday, Jan. 21. Interested
applicants can sign up at music professor Ron Staton’s office in room 150 of the Visual and Performing Arts Center.
For more information, call Staton at 405-682-1611, ext.
7249, or e-mail rstaton@occc.edu.
Guitarist Brad Richter, cellist Viktor Uzur in concert
Guitarist Brad Richter and cellist Viktor Uzur will perform
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 27, in the Bruce Owen Theater.
Brad Richter is a master as well as a composer for the
guitar. He taught himself how to play guitar and compose
at the age of 12. At 18, he was awarded the Presidential
Scholarship to the American Conservatory of Music, where
he began composing, performing and eventually teaching
professionally. Viktor Uzur has appeared as a soloist and
has held concerts in many countries in Europe, Asia and
North America. Tickets can be purchased on campus in
the Cultural Art Series ticket office in the Main Building,
room 1G1.
Open theater auditions on Jan. 28 and 29
Auditions for “Forum Theatre Project II,” an improvisational theater experiment in collaborative problem solving,
will be held at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 28, and Thursday,
Jan. 29, in the Bruce Owen Theater. No preparation or
experience necessary. For more information, contact
theater professor Brent Noel at 405-682-1611, ext. 7246
or e-mail bnoel@occc.edu.
Faculty Association Scholarship
Twelve students received $300 Faculty Association
Scholarships for the fall 2008 semester. The Faculty
Association Scholarship congratulate all the winners.
For more information about the scholarship for spring
semester, contact Linda Boatright at 405-682-1611, ext.
7468, or e-mail lboatright@occc.edu.
Hiring at United States Census Bureau Office
The Oklahoma City U.S. Census Bureau office is in
the process of hiring temporary workers to gather information for the state of Oklahoma for the 2010 Census.
Applicants must be 18 years or older, must have a valid
Social Security number and available to work 20 to 40
hours a week. For more information, call 405-254-9140 or
1-866-861-2010. For additional information visit Census
Bureau website, www.2010censusjobs.gov.
Highlights are due by 5 p.m. each Tuesday for
publication in the next issue of the Pioneer. Forms
are available in the Pioneer office, located in 2M6 of
the Main Building or Highlights may be e-mailed to
StaffWriter1@occc.edu using the word Highlights in
the subject line.

Does your club have an exciting event
or news idea you would like to be
published in the Pioneer?
Contact Bishal Malla at
405-682-1611, ext. 7410, or e-mail
StaffWriter1@occc.edu.

Photo by Kenny Hilburn

Meagan Hayes, undeclared major, receives popcorn from Centerria Wright, a student programs
leader. The week of Jan. 20 is Welcome Week, where new and returning students are welcomed
to OCCC.

Plenty of activities, freebies
planned for Welcome Week
By Bishal Malla
Staff Writer
Free
breakfast,
wax
hands, a karate demonstration and Deal or No
Deal are a few of the attractions being offered
during Welcome Week, the
opening week of the spring
semester, said Darin Behara, Student Life director.
He said free breakfast
will be served from 8 to 9
a.m. on Jan. 20 in the general dining area. Student
Life also will offer information on campus areas,
clubs and organizations
on Jan. 20 and 21.
Welcome week is geared
toward all students, said
Katie Treadwell, Service
Learning and Student Life
Programs coordinator. It is
something that can benefit
both new and returning
students, she said.
Treadwell said these
kinds of activities help
students become comfortable on the first day of the

classes.
Behara said students
would have opportunities to engage in activities throughout the entire
week.
“Each day of Welcome
Week, we are going to do
something entertaining to
release the students from
the stress,” he said.
The game, Deal or No
Deal, will entertain students as well as give them
a chance to win some prizes. The winner will receive
$100 that can be used at
the bookstore.
Student Life also will
sell tickets for the Jan. 28
Oklahoma City Thunder’s
basketball game against
the Memphis Grizzlies for
$5, Behara said. A limited
number of tickets will be
sold on first-come, firstserve basis. Students can
buy the tickets at the Student Life office only on
Wednesday, Jan. 21.
Behara said Student Life
is also organizing a leadership workshop to be held

on Saturday, Jan. 24. The
participants will visit the
Oklahoma History Center,
he said. Approximately
32 students have already
signed up for the workshop.
Student Life also will
provide students the opportunity to watch a live
broadcast of the presidential inauguration on college
television screens around
campus on Tuesday, Jan.
20, the first day of class.
“Most of the students
are going to enjoy the inauguration ceremony of
the president, which is
the unique thing that we
are doing this semester,”
Treadwell said.
“We are broadcasting
the inauguration ceremony because we don’t want
anybody to miss such an
historic event.”
For more information,
contact Student Life at
405-682-1611, ext. 7523.
Staff Writer Bishal Malla
can be reached at Staff
Writer1@occc.edu.
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Pioneer Classified Advertising
is free to all enrolled OCCC
students and employees for
any personal classified ad. Ads
must be submitted in writing
with IDs supplied or work area
and college extension included.
Deadline for advertising is 5
p.m. Tuesday prior to the publication date. For more information, call 405-682-1611, ext.
7674, or adman@occc.edu.

NEED SOME DOUGH?
Big Sky Bread Company
is looking for an
energetic, reliable person
to help customers,
slice bread
and bag granola.
Apply in person at
6606 N. Western Ave.
PART TIME
EMPLOYEE NEEDED:
Bilingual, reliable, energetic
person to work at
Cricket Wireless store.
4 p.m. to 7 p.m. weekdays
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday.
Apply in person at Bucks,
2724 N Santa Fe Avenue.
Moore
Southwest 104 St.
and Santa Fe Ave.

FOR SALE: 1998 Corolla LE,
144K miles. MP3/CD player. A/C,
all power, mint condition. $4,000
obo. Call: 405-863-9982.
FOR SALE: 1998 Volkwagen,
GOLF GTI VR6, 2 door hatchback. 129K miles. Great condition. $5,200 obo. E-mail me at:
talharizwan85@yahoo.com.

LOOKING FOR A
CAREER
AFTER COLLEGE?
CALL OKLAHOMA
EYE INSTITUTE
TODAY FOR A
REWARDING CAREER
IN THE
EYE CARE INDUSTRY AS AN
OPHTHALMIC
TECHNICIAN.
• Affordable 3 month program
• Job placement assistance
• Limited class size
Financial assistance available
CALL MIKE AT
405-229-3679
700 CROSSROADS BLVD.
CROSSROADS MALL
OKLAHOMA CITY
IN ASSOCIATION WITH
MASSENGALE EYE CARE
Licensed by OPBVS
Oklahomaeyeinstitute.com

TUTOR AVAILABLE: Computer Science/Engineering major
would like to help you succeed
in Intermediate and College
Algebra. Price per hour will be
discussed when you call: 405637-1637

FOR SALE: 7405 S. Drexel Ave. 2bdrm updated home.
Across the street from OCCC.
New Price! Motivated seller!
Buyers take advantage! Seller
may help you with closing cost!
For more information, please call:
405-745-6651, code 99985.
FOR SALE: North OKC area.
One-bedroom condo. 423 sq.ft.
Newly renovated with new stove,
refrigerator, dishwasher, stackable washer and dryer. $36,000.
Call: 405-431-9001.
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Bomb threat
note discovered
By Cynthia Praefke
Staff Writer
A note, containing a
threat to blow up the
school, was found Dec. 15
on a table in the academic
advisement area.
The partly legible note
was written on a Brown
Bag flyer and left on a table in the area.
The note reads: “I will
blow up the school on Jan
28, 20 … ” with the last
part of the year illegible.
Ike Sloas, Safety and
Security Director, said
the note was immediately
turned over to the Oklahoma City Police Department
for further investigation.
“We take things like this
very seriously,” he said.
Currently, Sloas said,
OCCC security is working with local law enforcement, the Oklahoma State
Bureau of Investigation

and the Fusion Center (a
part of Homeland Security)
on the investigation.
He said, together, the
agencies are compiling information, cross-referencing that information, and
determining what course
to take.
He said OCCC’s security
department will take whatever action deemed necessary to protect the safety
of the students and staff.
The Pioneer will update
information as it becomes
available, both online at
www.occc.edu/pioneer
and in the print version of
the Pioneer.
Staff
Writer
Cynthia
Praefke can be reached at
adman@occc.edu.
It PAYS to advertise in
the Pioneer. Call Cynthia
at 405-682-1611,
ext. 7674, for rates
and information

Read the Pioneer Online for late-breaking news &
online exclusive stories. www.occc.edu/pioneer

