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A naming ceremony on Dec. 4 will an-   
nounce the Bruce Owen Theater in 

the Arts and Humanities Building, in honor 
of Dr. Bruce Baxter Owen, founding chief 
academic officer of OCCC. 

Owen joined the staff in 1971 and after 
retiring in 1987, was inducted into the 
Oklahoma Higher Education Hall of Fame 
in 1999. 

Owen died at age 77 on July 13, 2004, in 
his hometown of Chickasha.

OCCC English Professor Clay Randolph 
approached President Paul Sechrist about 
a year ago and suggested something on 
campus be named for Owen.

Sechrist said the OCCC Faculty Associa-
tion adopted a resolution requesting that a 
campus facility be named to honor Owen.

After a committee reviewed the request, 

Above: Chau Tran speaks with a reporter 
about injuries she received in an accident on 
May Avenue near the south side of campus 
shortly after noon on Nov. 4. 

Right: Tran’s car suffered extensive 
damage. Two of her passengers also were 

slightly injured. All were treated at the scene. 
Read full story on page 12.

Photos by Kenny Hilburn

Campus collisionModeration 
the key with 
energy drinks

College theater named 
it eventually made its way to Sechrist and 
the OCCC Board of Regents.

They decided the existing theater in the 
Arts and Humanities Center would officially 
be named the Bruce Owen Theater.

“It was the right thing to do,” Randolph 
said. “Sometimes people don’t get the credit 
they deserve. 

“Something at this college had to be 
named for that man.”

Sechrist said, although he arrived at 
OCCC after Owen retired, he had the privi-
lege of getting to know him before he died.

“He still spoke fondly of his years at 
OCCC,” Sechrist said. 

“He was passionate about implement-
ing a philosophy that focused on student 
mastery of competencies, or simply put 
— having students demonstrate skills and 
knowledge.” 

Randolph said 
Owen “was a really See “Owen,” page 12

By Matt Montgomery
Editor

Energy drinks are everywhere. They’re highly 
advertised as a popular way to get a quick 

boost of energy. However, said biology professor Carl 
Hirtzel, if not used in moderation, their ingredients 
may be dangerous to one’s health.

He said someone with difficulties with their cardio-
vascular system could suffer adverse effects from en-
ergy drinks because of the high amounts of caffeine, 
sucrose, nicotine and sodium many contain.

He said high amounts of nicotine and caffeine 
stimulate the heart, and without a proper physical 
assessment prior to drinking them, the effects could 
be damaging.

“It’s like a slug,” Hirtzel said. “If you put salt on 
a slug, the slug doesn’t do well. (The salt) pulls the 
water out of the slug. 

“When you add tremendous amounts of sodium to 
the body, it causes water to move from different parts 
of the body, increasing the blood volume which would 
result in an increase in blood pressure.”

Nutrition Professor Raul Ramirez agrees energy 
drinks pose a big threat to the heart.

“These drinks have a high amount of caffeine in 
them,” Ramirez said. “The high amounts of caffeine 
in these types of stimulants can change the rhythm 
of your heart which is one of the biggest concerns 
from energy drinks.” 

Hirtzel said the real problem is excessive use.
“Energy drinks, occasionally, like certain things in 

life, are not inherently bad,” Hirtzel, said. “But if they 
are used habitually, like I see a number of students 
do, they become a lifestyle.”

Ramirez agrees. He said studies indicate caffeine, 
taken in moderation, isn’t that harmful to one’s 
health.

Ramirez said, on the positive side, energy drinks do 
offer a lot of energy and that’s a good thing. 

Nutrition professor Dianna Polley disagrees, saying 
she believes energy drinks should be banned.

“I feel these drinks are very bad for your health,” 
she said. “Students should make an effort to look at 
the ingredients before they drink these drinks.”

Polley  said energy drinks should be taken off the 
market because young people have become too de-
pendent on them.”

“Back when I was in col-

High amounts of caffeine poses risk

See “Energy,” page 9
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Editorial and Opinion

Editorial

A time for unity
Tell the college what campus 
needs; be entered to win $100
To the editor:

The holiday season is 
coming and many people 
are making plans.  

We make plans for eat-
ing, resting, shopping, and 
visiting with our friends 
and family.  

How would you like to 
plan to have $100 to spend 
towards your holiday shop-
ping list?  

Read this letter to find 
out how that would be pos-
sible.

We should all plan for the 
future.  

At this time, OCCC is 
planning for the future 
needs of the students and 
the institution. 

Planning for the future 
does not mean just plan-
ning for next week or next 
semester.  

We must plan for the 
needs of OCCC for the next 
several years. We would like 
to extend an offer to our 
students to be part of the 
planning process. 

As a student, you should 
have received an e-mail in 

your OCCC student e-mail 
during the week of Nov. 
3, providing you an op-
portunity to express your 
opinion about the OCCC 
campus.  

We are interested in 
knowing what your an-
swers are to these impor-
tant questions. 

How many days each 
week are you on campus? 
How do you get to campus? 
What do you consider to 
be the heart of the OCCC 
campus today? Where do 
you usually park?

This e-mail will allow you 
to access the online survey 
any time between now and 
5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 14.

Also, during the week 
of Nov. 10, we will have a 
table in the general dining 
area of the Main Building 
to allow you to complete 
the survey online or on a 
paper copy.

We value your input and 
we want to include you in 
a drawing to receive a $100 
gift certificate simply by 
submitting your survey. 

Tell us what you want the 
campus to be like and what 
your needs are at OCCC. 

We would really like to 
hear from you.

 —Marion Paden
Vice President for 

Enrollment and Student 
Services

During Sen. John McCain’s concession speech 
Nov. 4 he said, “I urge all Americans who sup-
ported me in not just congratulating Barack 
Obama but offering our next president our good 
will and earnest effort to come together to find 
the necessary compromises to bridge all of our 
differences.”

Our differences can lead to bigger obstacles 
than the issues at hand if all we do is get in each 
other’s way.

On Jan. 20, Obama will take over as our com-
mander in chief, and he needs the support of all 
Americans.

For those who did not support Obama, this is 
no time to sulk, complain or move to Canada. We 
must come together and unite as one country. 
Our nation is in dire need of confidence, morality 
and hope. 

The economy is not magically going to fix itself 
and gas prices will still be high. Liberals and con-
servatives alike want cheaper education, alter-
native energy sources and the ability to pay our 
bills.

President-elect Barack Obama wants to help 
this nation reach its potential, but it is going to 
take the help and cooperation of every American 
in order to do so. 

By this stage of the game, we are fully aware of 
the problems we face as a country. 

History has taught us that a nation divided can 
accomplish very little while a nation united can 
accomplish unfathomable goals.

We must unite and support our new leader in 
his decisions; it’s the only way to bring the kind of 
change that has been the driving force of Obama’s 
campaign. 

Do not be discouraged. Have faith in our gov-
ernment.

 The fact that an African-American who received 
a minority scholarship to Harvard and graduated 
first in his class can become president proves that 
in this great nation, anything can happen.

Not since the days of Martin Luther King Jr. 
have we seen this kind of excitement in an Ameri-
can voice. 

Now, just like then, we have the opportunity to 
make historical changes and advancements that 
could change the way we live forever.

We need to find the same type of unity that came 
about from the attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. 

Over the next four years we must do the same 
to solidify our chances of changing this country 
for the greater good and renewing our citizens’ 
faith in the American dream.

Republican nominee John McCain told his fol-
lowers, “it is natural to feel disappointment to-
night, but tomorrow we must move beyond it and 
work together to get our country moving togeth-
er.”

Working together. That is what must be done.
—Daniel Martin

Staff Writer

The PIONEER is a publica-
tion of Oklahoma City Com-
munity College through the 
Division of Arts and Humani-
ties. It is published weekly 
during the fall and spring 
semesters and the eight-week 
summer session.

All opinions expressed are 
those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent those of 
the publisher. 

The PIONEER welcomes let-
ters to the editor and encour-
ages the use of this publication 
as a community forum. All let-
ters must include the author’s 
name, address, phone number 
and signature. However, the 
PIONEER will withhold the 
name if the request is made 
in writing. The PIONEER has 
the right to edit all letters and 
submissions for length, libel 
and obscenity. 

Letters to the editor can be 
delivered to the PIONEER of-
fice, mailed to: Pioneer Editor, 
7777 S. May, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma 73159 or faxed to 
405-682-7843.

Letters may also be e-mailed 
to editor@occc.edu. A phone 
number for verification must 
be included. 

The PIONEER can be ac-
cessed on the Internet at:   
www.occc.edu/pioneer.
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Comments and Reviews

Ritchie’s new release 
‘RockNRolla’ exciting

Fans of writer and direc-
tor Guy Ritchie have been 
hungry. After serving up 
such nuggets as “Lock, 
Stock, and Two Smoking 
Barrels” and “Snatch,” 
Ritchie’s following projects, 
the psychological thriller 
“Revolver” and the strange 
romance “Swept Away,” fell 
short of fulfillment for his 
tightly-knit cult following.

Ritchie’s latest fi lm, 
“RockNRolla” was hyped 
as a return to Ritchie’s old 
form, a reminder of his 
unique style.

The movie, for the most 
part,  del ivered on al l 
fronts.

“RockNRolla” begins its 
story with a London real 
estate scam set up by a 
Russian mobster named 
Uri. 

The scam generates mil-
lions of pounds, and all 
kinds of gangsters, deal-
ers and posers try to get 
involved and get a slice of 
the money.

During all the stealing 
and dealing, Uri’s favorite 
lucky painting falls into the 
hands of Johnny Quid, a 
junkie rock star presumed 
by most to be dead.

Are you a college student who is looking for:
• A paid internship that will stand out on a ré-

sumé?
• A chance to gain experience with a world-re-

nowned company?
• A custom-designed learning curriculum that 

could earn you college credit?
• An opportunity to meet people from around the 

world and make lifelong friends?

If you are, please mark your calendar to attend the 
OCCC Career Day with the Disney College Program 
event from noon to 1 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 3, in 
College Union 3.

This program is open to all majors and academic 
levels. 

 An electronic presentation will provide details for 
registration, interviewing and local Disney recruit-
ment information. 

Disney recruiters are looking for “exceptional, 
ambitious students who have a genuine enthusiasm 
for their professional futures and who love to make 
people smile.” 

The intern program combines work and educa-
tion and is available for the following majors:  en-
gineering, finance, accounting, human resources, 
Imagineering, information technology, marketing 
and sales, merchandising, and resort operations 
and sciences.  

The opportunity to network with Disney profes-
sionals strengthens participants’ résumés and 
sets them apart in the future competition for post-
graduation career entry.

Interns at the Walt Disney World Resort live in 
gated apartment units with 24-hour security and 
amenities such as swimming pools, hot tubs, weight 
rooms, tennis, basketball, volleyball, racquetball 
courts, high-speed Internet in all apartments, and 
all utilities are paid.

The Disney College Program is a one-of-a-kind 
opportunity with a Fortune 100 organization.  

For more information, visit the Student Employ-
ment and Career Services office in the Advising area, 
or call 405-682-1611, ext. 7362.

 —Debra Vaughn
OCCC Student Employement
 and Career Services Director

A crew of crazy 
characters, played 
by Gerard Butler, 
Tom Wilkinson, 
Nonso Anozie, Jer-
emy Piven, Thand-
ie  Newton and 
Chris “Ludacris” 
Bridges, desper-
ately search for the 
painting, the mon-
ey and the missing 
rocker, creating a 
complex interweaving of 
plot lines along the way.

For the first third of the 
film, it appears as if Ritchie 
is attempting to assert 
himself again in the minds 
of his loyal fans.

But as the story churns 
on, “RockNRolla” develops 
its own identity, with de-
ceptively deep characters 
and much more comedy 
than viewers expect.

There is no shortage of 
polished action sequences 
and hard-core character 
conflicts, but by the time 
the movie reaches its cli-
max, most viewers will 
find themselves laughing 
out loud at almost every 
scene.

 Butler’s character, “One 
Two,” being chased by two 

oversized Russian muscle 
men who never seem to give 
up, is likely the funniest 
piece of any Ritchie film to 
date, though it maintains 
a high level of intensity 
throughout.

The character of rock star 
Johnny Quid, played by 
Toby Kebbell, is designed to 
be both loved and hated at 
the same time, and it works 
perfectly. 

Overall, “RockNRolla” is 
vintage Ritchie style, with 
smooth action and unique 
characters.

But it’s not just another 
British mock-crime movie. 
It’s a statement.

And the statement is this: 
Guy Ritchie is back.

Rating: A-
—Dillon Hart

Staff Writer

Norman has a tight-knit 
music scene in which many 
bands and musicians col-
laborate and work together. 
A new addition to said mu-
sic scene is indie pop band 
The Nghiems (pronounced 
“Nims”). 

Formed late last year, 
The Nghiems consist of 
brothers David and James 
Nghiem. The duo has re-
cently been joined live by 
Sethy McCarroll (Student 
Film, Umbrellas), Ben King 
(Cheyenne) and Becky Car-
man. 

The group just released 
its debut EP, “The Traveling 
Coat.” The EP was recorded 
with Ben King and Ryan 

Lindsey (Starlight Mints) 
at Blackwatch Studios in 
Norman. 

The title track, “The Trav-
eling Coat,” is a light-heart-
ed, upbeat song anchored 
by a pounding rhythm sec-
tion and echoey guitars. 

The slow paced “Noth-
ing to Fear” is next. David 
Nghiem’s soft piano is the 
main focus here. 

David Nghiem doesn’t 
exactly have the strongest 
voice, but his songwriting 
and the general vibe of the 
songs more than make up 
for what his voice lacks. 

The album’s catchiest 
track is the incredibly fun 
“Dancing Shoes.” This song 

serves as the highlight of 
most Nghiem live shows. 

The EP finishes with two 
bonus tracks, cassette 
demos of the songs “So 
Long” and “Nothing to Fear” 
recorded late last year at 

The Nghiems release debut EP

their home.  
The sound quality is poor 

on these songs, but their 
charm still easily shines 
through. 

It’s also interesting to 
compare the two versions 
of “Nothing to Fear.”

Considering the short 
length of time The Nghiems 

have been together, “The 
Traveling Coat EP” is a 
very solid release, but it re-
ally just serves as a teaser 
for the group’s debut full-
length, due out sometime 
next year.

Rating: B+
—Cameron Buchholtz

Staff Writer
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Election Coverage ’08

Obama defeats McCain
By Meagan Bradley
Staff Writer

Sen. Barack Obama 
swept to a decisive victory 
in the presidential election 
Nov. 4.

Obama ended the eve-
ning with 349 electoral 
votes to Sen. John Mc-
Cain’s 163. Out of the 538 
available electoral votes, 
270 are needed to win.

Final tallies were still be-
ing processed in Missouri 
and North Carolina, so the 

candidates’ electoral vote 
tallies did not add up to 
538.

According to tallies pro-
vided by CNN, Obama re-
ceived about 64.1 million 
votes, 53 percent of the 
popular vote. McCain re-
ceived about 56.5 million 
votes, 46 percent of the 
popular vote.

In Oklahoma, accord-
ing to data provided by 
The Oklahoman, McCain 
received about 950,000 
votes, 65 percent of the 

vote. Obama received about 
500,000 votes, 34 percent 
of the popular vote.

Students at OCCC had 
varying opinions about 
Obama’s victory.

Essence Harris, busi-
ness management major, 
said, “I’m ecstatic. I’m su-
per happy. I didn’t think 
things would go the way 
they did.”

Jenni Dunn, advertising 
major, agreed.

“It was exciting,” Dunn 
said. “I was with my family 
and we were all celebrat-
ing.”

Other students were less 
excited by the win. “I’m 
OK with it. I wouldn’t have 
voted for him,” said po-
litical science major Brett 
Burch.

Mechanical engineering 
major Chad Tiede was un-
happy with Obama’s win, 
critiquing Obama’s poli-
cies.

“There’s no account-
ability,” Tiede said. “We’re 
going to end up with the 
super-poor and the super-
rich.”

Similarly, accounting fi-
nance major Ryan Dang 
was displeased. “I don’t 
like his ideas,” Dang said.

In his post-election 
speech in Chicago, Obama 
credited his victory to the 
voters, saying, “I will never 
forget who this victory tru-
ly belongs to. It belongs to 
you.”

Obama spoke about the 
need for unity, hope and 
hard work in the upcom-
ing months.

“Let us summon a new 
spirit of patriotism, of re-
sponsibility, where each of 
us resolves to pitch in and 
work harder and look af-
ter not only ourselves, but 
each other,” he said.

“This is our time, to put 
our people back to work 
and open doors of opportu-
nity for our kids; to restore 
prosperity and promote the 

cause of peace; to 
reclaim the Ameri-
can dream and re-
affirm that funda-
mental truth that, 
out of many, we are 
one; that while we 
breathe, we hope. 
And where we are 
met with cynicism 
and doubts and 
those who tell us 
that we can’t, we 
will respond with 
that timeless creed 
that sums up the 
spirit of a people: 
‘Yes, we can.’”

An estimated 
125,000 people attended 
the Obama rally in Chi-
cago, with as many as a 
million more people in the 
streets outside the rally, 
Chicago Mayor Richard 
Daley said in an interview 
with MSNBC.

Sen. McCain touched on 
similar themes in his con-
cession speech in Phoenix. 
He congratulated Obama 
on his victory and called 
upon Republicans to work 
with the Democratic ma-
jority in the years ahead.

“I urge all Americans 
who supported me to join 
me in not just congratulat-
ing him, but offering our 
next president our good 
will and earnest effort to 
find ways to come together, 
to find the necessary com-
promises, to bridge our dif-
ferences, and help restore 
our prosperity, defend our 
security in a dangerous 
world, and leave our chil-
dren and grandchildren a 
stronger, better country 
than we inherited,” Mc-
Cain said.

Political analysts offered 
opinions on Obama’s vic-
tory. In an essay on CBS 
News.com, CBS News se-
nior political editor Vaughn 
Ververs called Obama’s win 
“the most dramatic break 
from the status quo ever in 
presidential politics.”

America chooses ‘change’ in lopsided victory for Obama

CNN senior political an-
alyst David Gergen con-
curred. During CNN’s 
coverage of the election, 
Gergen said, “I think this 
is the passing of an old or-
der.”

Obama’s victory wasn’t 
the only Democratic victo-
ry of the evening, however. 
In the U.S. Senate, Demo-
crats picked up five seats, 
widening their majority to 
56 seats.

Four seats remain unde-
cided at this time, accord-
ing to CBS News.

Oklahoma voters re-
turned incumbent Repub-
lican Sen. Jim Inhofe to 
office. 

According to polling data 
provided by The Oklaho-
man, Inhofe received 56 
percent of the popular vote. 
Democratic challenger An-
drew Rice received 39 per-
cent of the vote. Indepen-
dent candidate Stephen P. 
Wallace received 4 percent 
of the vote.

In the House of Rep-
resentatives, Democrats 
furthered their major-
ity, picking up another 18 
seats. Eight seats remain 
undecided at press time, 
according to CNN.

All incumbent House 
members from Oklahoma 
were returned to office, 
according to polling data 
from The Oklahoman.

By Cameron Buchholtz
Staff Writer
 

Republican Sen. Jim Inhofe was re-elected for his 
third term last week. 

Inhofe defeated Democratic candidate Andrew 
Rice with 56 percent of the votes. Rice received 39 
percent of the vote, while independent candidate 
Stephen Wallace had 4 percent. 

“It was a hard fought race,” political science pro-
fessor John Hughes said. “Rice made a good show-
ing, but it’s just really difficult to defeat an incum-
bent.”

Both candidates led heated and aggressive cam-
paigns.

“In my opinion, Inhofe ran a cleaner campaign 
and I think that made a big difference at the polls,” 
sophomore Tammie Mallow-Dresch said. 

Inhofe portrayed himself as a steadfast conserva-
tive and claimed that Rice was too liberal for the 
state.

“It’s a shame that Oklahoma is so conservative 
that they just vote Republican across the board,” 
freshman Alex Mueller said. “Rice had a lot of good 
ideas that I think people ignored.”

Inhofe is 73 years old and will be 79 by the time 
this term ends.

“I don’t like that Rice lost,” freshman Reyce High-
ley said.  “I feel like our government is in need of 
new blood.” 

Inhofe has gained notoriety the past few years by 
claiming that global warming is a hoax. 

Inhofe was one of the few victorious incumbent 
Republican senators, as the Democrats expanded 
their slim control of the Senate to a solid majority.

 “I’m not surprised by the success of the Demo-
crats in the Senate,” Hughes said. “The Republi-
cans were just really hurt by the economy.” 

Inhofe keeps his 
seat in the Senate

President-elect Barack Obama
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Many students unaware of their five 
basic rights in the First Amendment 
By Matt Montgomery
Editor and Drew Hart 
News Writing Student  

Many Americans don’t 
know the rights guaranteed 
in the First Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution, 
and therefore suffer from 
ignorance, said Oklahoma 
State University Journal-
ism and Broadcasting Pro-
fessor Joey Senat.

Senat spoke to OCCC 
students about cen-
sorship and free 
speech on Oct. 14 in 
the Student Union.

His presentation 
was part of the Big 
Read, an effort to 
encourage students 
to read “Fahrenheit 
451,” a novel on 
book censorship.

Senat spoke about 
the importance of 
knowing the rights guar-
anteed by the First Amend-
ment.

The First Amendment 
guarantees the freedom of 
speech, freedom of press, 
freedom of religion, free-
dom to assemble and the 
freedom to petition. 

A recent study done by 
the McCormick Tribune 
Freedom Museum in Chi-
cago found that only one 
in 1,000 Americans could 
name all five of the consti-
tutional rights in the First 
Amendment.

In that same study, 
Americans were asked to 
name all five main charac-
ters from the cartoon “The 
Simpsons.” More than 22 
percent of Americans could 
name all five of the Simp-
sons characters.

In comparison, only 25 
percent of those surveyed 
could correctly name more 
than one freedom in the 
First Amendment.

“How can you defend 
your rights if you don’t 
know what they are?” Sen-
at said. 

Some attribute the knowl-

edge gap to inadequate 
teaching in civics classes 
in high school.

OCCC political science 
professor Markus Smith 
believes there are too many 
educators who fail to fo-
cus enough attention on 
government or civics in 
secondary education.

“Civics is not treated as 
a core class like English, 
science or math,” Smith 
said.

He said in his 
first year as a 
political science 
professor, he had 
to modify the way 
he taught.

“Students had 
not learned or 
spent a signifi-
cant amount of 
time in middle 
school or high 
school on the ba-

sic functions, institutions 
or activities of govern-
ment,” Smith said.

“For example, students 
did not know that the leg-
islative branch of govern-
ment is referred to as Con-
gress or that we have three 
branches of government 
or that each state has two 
U.S. senators, regardless of 
population,” he said.

Smith said he recognizes 
that free speech has some 
limits.

“Though I believe that 
free speech is a fundamen-
tal right that all citizens 
should have, we have to 
be cautious to the extent 
in which this right is exer-
cised,” Smith said.

“We cannot allow any-
one to falsely yell ‘fire’ in a 
crowded movie theater.”

He said although Ameri-
cans have the right to free 
speech it is the responsi-
bility of citizens to ensure 
that they are not abusing 
this fundamental right 
which is important for 
democracy and liberty in 
the U.S.

In a campus poll con-

ducted by Pioneer staff, 20 
percent of OCCC students 
could not name one of their 
first amendment rights, 
while only 2 percent of 
students could list all five 
of their rights.

Eighty percent of the stu-
dents polled knew at least 
one right. However, 45 
percent of those students 
could name only one of 
their rights.

Of those students who 
could name only one right, 
100 percent knew the first 
amendment gave them 
their right to free speech.

Freshman Jessica Brown 
said freedom of speech, to 
her, is being able to speak 
her mind at anytime.

Brown said she does not 
believe government should 
dictate her speech.

“I like to be able to say 
what I want when neces-
sary,” Brown said. 

“I don’t like the idea of 
someone stepping in to tell 
me what I can and can’t 
say.”

In the same Pioneer poll, 
students were asked ques-
tions about the amount of 
power the First Amend-
ment has and if the govern-
ment should step in and 
regulate certain situations 
of free speech.

In a question over the 
freedom of the press, 45 
percent of the students 
surveyed said the press in 
America has too much free-
dom. Twenty one percent 
said the press has too little 
freedom, while 34 percent 
believe the freedom the 
press enjoys is just about 
right.

Fifty-two percent agreed 
that it is important for the 
media to act as a watch-
dog on government, while 
38 percent disagreed. Ten 
percent refrained from an-
swering.

Students also were asked 
if they believed the First 
Amendment goes too far 
in the rights it guaran-

tees. Twenty-five percent 
said yes, while 64 percent 
said no. Eleven percent re-
frained from answering.

Business administration 
major Josh Davis said his 
right to freedom of speech 
is a right he cherishes.

“I like the freedom of 
speech because it allows 
me to give my opinion,” 
Davis said. 

“Freedom of speech is 
very important to me, and 
if the government decided 
to regulate my opinion, it 
wouldn’t be fair to me and 
others.”

However, Davis said, if 

the government ever did 
decide to limit free speech, 
they should enact a vote.

Senat disagrees. He said 
any amount of government 
control is too much.

“I don’t want govern-
ment stepping in, because 
they screw everything up,” 
Senat said. “You don’t ban 
messages because they are 
too offensive or insulting to 
people.

“Free speech acts as a 
way to release pressure in 
society,” he said.

Editor Matt Montgomery 
can be reached at editor@
occc.edu.

OSU prof says people allow themselves to be censored through ignorance

“I don’t want government stepping in, because 
they screw everything up. You don’t ban 
messages because they are too offensive or 
insulting to people. Free speech acts as a way 
to release pressure in society.”

—Joey Senat
OSU Journalism and Broadcasting Professor

Joey Senat

2% could name all five rights

80% could name at least one right

43% could name more than one right

20% could not name any rights

Students test their knowledge 
on the First Amendment rights

*Pioneer staff members conducted a poll asking 87 OCCC 
students to name the five rights guaranteed to them in the First 
Amendment. This is what they found:

Five basic rights guaranteed to 
citizens in the First Amendment

• Freedom of speech
• Freedom of press

• Freedom of religion
• Freedom to assemble peacefully

• Freedom to petition
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can’t control,” Brandscum 
said.

Staff Writer Bartees Cox 
can be reached at Staff 
Writer2@occc.edu.

By Bartees Cox
Staff Writer

On Nov. 20, millions of 
smokers will be encour-
aged to give up the habit 
for good.

The Great American 
Smoke Out is an event 
sponsored by the 
American Cancer So-
ciety which aims to 
convince people to 
quit smoking for one 
day, hoping their de-
cision would last a 
lifetime.

The Smoke Out is an an-
nual event that takes place 
nationwide on the third 
Thursday of November.  

So far the event has been 

Most students who say 
they smoke when they 
drink alcohol do not con-
sider themselves smokers, 
according to Tobacco.org.

This means the number 
of college smokers may be 
much higher than report-
ed, according to the web-
site.

The Smoke Out is not 
only targeted at regular 
smokers.

Students like Logan 
Brandscum, who do not 
smoke often, are still go-
ing to take the day off to 
hopefully curb a future 
bad habit. 

“I don’t smoke much, but 
I really need to stop before 
it becomes something I 

successful. Forty-four per-
cent of 45.3 million Ameri-
can smokers have attempt-
ed to quit for this one day.

The Smoke Out began in 
1971 when a Massachu-
setts man decided to quit 
smoking for a day and do-
nate his cigarette money 

to a local high 
school. 

Three years 
later, more 
than one mil-
lion Califor-
nians stopped 
smoking for 

one day — marking the 
first smoke out. 

Even though OCCC is 
not doing anything specifi-
cally for the event, many 

students are getting in-
volved and are planning 
on attempting to curb their 
habits. 

Kelly McLaughlin, an 
undecided transfer stu-
dent from the University 
of Oklahoma, is excited 
about the event. 

She said she and her 
friends are going to par-
ticipate in order to stop 
smoking together. 

“By stopping at the 
same time, we can hold 
each other accountable,” 
McLaughlin said. 

According to Tobacco.
org, 33 to 40 percent of 
college students smoke, 
and that number may not 
be completely accurate. 

Smokers urged to quit for one day

By Kenny Hilburn
Staff Writer

“I decided to stop asking 
OCCC what they could do 
for me and started ask-
ing what I could do for its 
students,” said Brandon 
Isaak, Communications 
Lab assistant.

Isaak started his own 
recycling program due to 
OCCC’s lack of an official 
recycling program.

National Recycling Week 
officially begins Nov. 10 
and continues through the 
16. Now is the time to start 
thinking harder about re-
cycling efforts, and the 
benefits that recycling has 
to offer.

However, there is a chal-
lenge to face.

The problem is deeper 
than student involvement, 
or non-involvement, said 
J.B. Messer, Facilities 
Management director. The 
challenge is a simple ques-
tion, where do the funds 
come from?

“You will find that Okla-
homa doesn’t have much 
support of recycling,” 
Messer said. 

Messer listed some of the 

OCCC not equipped for recyling due to lack of funds

costs involved in recycling 
like the cost of containers, 
transportation of the recy-
clables to a recycling cen-
ter, and manpower.

So, the problem isn’t 
public awareness. It’s 
funding. 

Messer noted that the 
money has to come from 
somewhere, and OCCC 
finds it necessary to allo-
cate the bulk of its funds 
towards educational pur-
poses, and that is why a 
strong recycling program 
doesn’t exist here.

“So I have this gap be-
tween mandatory require-
ments and expectations of 
the green environment,” 
Messer said. “How do I 
bridge that gap?”  

Fortunately, OCCC does 
provide paper and card-
board recycling.

Messer approximated 
the amount of recycled pa-
per at 400 pounds a week. 
As for cardboard, he said 
that it gets picked up once 
a week, and that bin holds 
seven cubic yards. 

Bryce Hulsey from the 
Oklahoma Department 
of Environmental Quality 
said that recycling has in-

creased over the past three 
years due to the increase 
in public awareness.

However, according to 
greenliving.lovetoknow.
com recycling bin usage 
has decreased in Oklaho-
ma since 2003. 

The state gets funds from 
the federal government for 
recycling programs, and 
also gets funds from a per-
centage of recycled prod-
ucts being re-used by the 
public, said Hulsey. How-
ever, that does not solve 
the funding issued faced 
by the campus.

Isaak, however has de-
cided to take matters into 
his own hands.

He started his plastic 
bottle recycling program 
in July, and says that it 
has met success.

“I take the bin home, 
probably, three times a 
week.” he said. His bright 
green bin sits outside of 
the Communications Lab 
every day. He guessed that 
his bin could hold 50 20-
ounce bottles of water.

He said that actions as 
small as providing a sin-
gle large recycling bin on 
campus would impact the 

percentage of recyclables 
being recycled on campus, 
mainly because it would 
provide a one stop place 
for people to take recy-
clables, instead of to their 
homes.

The math lab also pro-
vides a recycling bin for 
student use, but neither of 

Great American Smoke Out is designed to help students put down tobacco 

“You will find that Oklahoma doesn’t have 
much support of recycling.

—J.B. Messer
Facilities Management Director

the bins was provided by 
OCCC.

Isaak would definitely 
like to see more student 
involvement, and if not a 
designated recycling bin, 
maybe more promotion 
from the school. 

“We gotta do it. We gotta 
do it now!”

Com Lab assistant takes matters into his own hands, takes recyling home
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Halloween party hosts hundreds

Jamie, 4, grabs a handful of candy while in his Paul Bunyan 
costume. Jamie’s mother is a student at OCCC majoring in 
Indian Law. She said Jamie enjoyed all the activities.

Sarina, 8, gets her 
Wii groove on at the 
computer arts and 
technology club’s 
carnival booth. Alicia 
said her favorite 
activity was painting 
the pumpkins.

Lincoln, 5, dances with his father Brian Smith. Smith has been 
the deejay at OCCC’s Halloween carnival for 15 years. “This 
is a tradition,” he said.

Photos by 
Kenny Hilburn

By Angie Ellefritz
News Writing Student

Disney princesses, 
super heroes and 
many other costumed 
children filled the stu-
dent union Halloween 
night for OCCC’s an-
nual Halloween Car-
nival, hosted by Stu-
dent Life.

Darin Behara, Stu-
dent Life director, es-
timated 525 people 
came to the carnival. 
This included approx-
imately 340 children 
and 185 adults.

“The carnival was 
a huge success,” Be-
hara said.

“Eighty-one vol-
unteers, made up of 
students, faculty and 
staff, made this event 
happen.” 

Children were 
charged $1 each 
for admittance and 
adults were free.

Anne Merrick, a fu-
ture student, came 
with her sister and 
child. 

“It is very cutely 
done,” Merrick said.

Various student 
clubs and organiza-
tions set up booths 
around the student 
union, most engaging 
the children in activi-
ties and games, and 
rewarding them with 
candy. Such activi-
ties included a floor 
maze and snow cone 
giveaway provided 
by Baptist Collegiate 
Ministries. 

The Student Art 
Guild set up a pump-
kin painting booth 
where children could 
decorate small pump-
kins to take home. 

The Health Pro-
fessions Club had a 
booth called 7777th 
Mash Unit Halloween 
Hospital. Kids were 
wrapped in bandages 
and finished off with 
fake blood. Of course, 
they got candy too.

Other activities in-

cluded fishing for 
candy, a hacky sack 
toss, Dance Dance 
Revolution, tempo-
rary tattoos, button 
decorating and Hal-
loween Limbo. 

Free popcorn and 
balloons also were 
handed out.

The Computer Arts 
and Technology So-
ciety held drawings 
every 15 minutes, 
giving away stuffed 
black cats to the win-
ners.

A dance floor was 
set up and a deejay 
played fun, upbeat 
music. The children 
danced along to the 
Hokey Pokey and 
participated in the 
limbo.

Parents enjoyed 
themselves as well. 
Christina Ponce, the 
sister of a student, 

brought her two chil-
dren. 

“There’s a lot of fun 
things for the kids to 
do,” Ponce said. 

Ponce’s boyfriend, 
Paul Anderson, 
echoed a sentiment 
expressed by many 
parents. 

“This is a much saf-
er environment than 
going door-to-door 
trick or treating,” An-
derson said.

When leaving the 
carnival, Ponce’s 
7-year-old daughter, 
dressed as a High 
School Musical cheer-
leader, said, “That 
was the coolest thing 
ever.” 

Her younger broth-
er, dressed as Speed 
Racer, could only give 
thumbs up, as he was 
busy eating his snow 
cone.
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Sports

UPCOMING
 OCCC 

INTRAMURALS
EVENTS

Teams gear up for playoffs  
Short Bus is front-runner to take the title 

Intramural Power Rankings

5-1

5-2

2-1

3-3

2-2

0-7

Short Bus 

Pretty Boyz

Spartans

ReMix

Geek Squad

Zilla

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

RANK TEAM RECORD

• Nov. 8: OCCC Intramural bas-
ketball playoffs. First round ac-
tion tips off at 1:30 p.m in the 
Wellness Center gym

• Nov. 21-23: OCCC Aquatic 
Center will host the EAT Tur-
key Meet. For more information 
about upcoming Aquatic Center 
events, call Aquatic and Safety 
Training Specialist James Hens-
ley at 405-682-1611, ext. 7662.

• Dec. 6: OCCC Aquatic Center 
will host the Joe Stocker High 
School Swimming and Diving In-
vitational. For more information 
about upcoming Aquatic Center 
events, call Aquatic and Safety 
Training Specialist James Hens-
ley at 405-682-1611, ext. 7662.

By Matt Bishop and
Stephen Sossamon
Staff Writers

All the teams in intramural 
basketball are gearing up for the 
playoffs, set to tip off Saturday, 
Nov. 8.

Many teams have shown glimps-
es of championship caliber bas-
ketball, but that’s all erased when 
a brand new season starts with 
the playoffs.

“There’s always stuff you can 
work on to get better,” said Short 
Bus guard Josh Vanover.

The Short Bus (5-1) is the clear-
cut favorite to win the intramural 
championship this fall.

“We have played well, but we 
started out the season kind of 
[slow],” Vanover said.

“We were still playing good be-
cause we have good talent, but 
the more we play, the more we 
have come together and I think 
we are working on all cylinders.”

Despite holding the top ranking, 
the Bus remain humble as a team, 
but also know where they stand 
among the rest of the league.

“I’d rather play with five guys 
that are playing a team effort than 
just five individuals,” Vanover 
said. 

“I think the Pretty Boyz are 
probably the most talented team 
in the league, but sometimes they 
get a little over zealous or over-
confident.”

The Pretty Boyz (4-2) are a con-
fident team, but realize there are 
things to work on before the play-
offs.

“We are playing good but we play 
around too much and we need 
to pass the ball around more,” 
said Pretty Boyz forward Robert 
Pruitt.

Pruitt said the Pretty Boyz have 
teams other than the Bus to wor-
ry about.

“The Spartans are good,” Pruitt 
said. “Short Bus, we’ll blow them 
out. We are going to take it all the 
way.”

Spartan forward Matt Lohn said 
not to sleep on the Spartans.

“I’m not worried,” Lohn said. 
“People are writing us off but 

they haven’t really seen how good 

of a team we are yet.”
The Spartans (2-1) are staying 

humble, Lohn said. He also likes 
the motivation of not being recog-
nized among other teams.

DeMarco Baucom of the ReMix 
(3-3) said his team is looking like 
one of the top teams.

“Right now we are pretty good, 
one of the top three teams, but 
I know we can play way better,” 
Baucom said.

He said ReMix needs to work on 
defense and getting the ball to the 
hoop more, but feels ReMix has a 
good shot.

Baucom said the Remix is pre-
pared and determined to make a 
run for the title.

“I think we will go all the way 
and win it,” he said. “We all want 
to win it.”

Two other teams have struggled 
this season, but are still optimis-
tic about the playoffs.

The Geek Squad’s Carlos Garza 
and Zilla’s Donald Worth both 
said when their teams become 
complete they can be among the 
top of all teams in the playoffs.

“Once we get all our players, we 

will be a complete team,” Garza 
said. 

“We have been playing for two 
and a half years. That will really 
help us win.”

Worth said his Zilla team has 
been playing sub-par, but expects 
to perform better during the play-
offs.

“All our players haven’t showed 
up and we are trying to get in the 
groove with everyone,” he said. 

“We can easily win a few games. 
We’ve got the mechanics to do it. 
We just need to show up and play. 
By playoff time we will be ready.”

Both the Geek Squad (2-2) and 
Zilla (0-6) believe the Short Bus 
will be the team to beat during the 
playoffs.

The Geek Squad’s Garza said 
his team is looking forward to 
competing against their rival 
Short Bus. Zilla’s Worth said the 
speed of the Bus will be hardest 
to defend. 

“They have tons of speed and 
can run up and down that court 
like it’s nothing,” Worth said. “I’m 
more worried about them than 
anyone.”

Pretty Boyz foward Jared Williams (right), drives past ReMix’s DeMarco 
Baucom (left) and Chris Taylor (middle) during a game against ReMix on Oct. 
31 in the Wellness Center gym. The Intramural basketball playoffs are set to 
tip-off on Saturday Nov. 8. 

Photo by Kenny Hillburn

Get up-to-date 
information on all OCCC 

Intramural sports, as 
well as news on college 
and pro sports around 

the nation.

Listen to the OCCC 
Sportscast at:

www.occc.edu/
pioneer
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By John-Printes Davis
News Writing Student

The play “You Can’t Take 
It With You,” by Moss Hart 
and George S. Kaufman, 
has been cast and will be 
performed Nov. 13 through 
15 in the OCCC Theater.

“You Can’t Take It With 
You” is a great classic play, 
said guest director Jacque 
Hocking.

Hocking said the play 
originally opened on Broad-
way in the 1930s.

“They also made a movie,” 
she said. “They changed 
the play a little bit for the 
movie so it’s not exact but 
it is the same premise.”

The play focuses on Alice 
Sycamore, a girl from a 
family of freethinkers, who 
falls in love with Tony Kirby, 
the son of a con-servative 
banker.

Alice tries to gain accep-
tance and approval from 
Tony’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kirby, while trying to 
keep her family’s wackiness 
a secret as well as under 
control.

‘You Can’t Take It With You’ in theater Nov. 13-15 
Playing the part of Alice 

Sycamore is Lauren Tho-
mas, who will make her 
OCCC debut.

Also making his acting 
debut is Matthew Glass as 
Tony Kirby. 

His parents Mr. and Mrs. 
Kirby will be played by 
students Nicholas McDan-
iel and Kandi Mize.

Retired English professor 
Richard Rouillard plays 
Martin Vanderhof, the 
grandfather of the Syca-
more family.

Student Jace Henley, as 
Alice’s mother Penelope 
Sycamore, will  return 
to the OCCC stage. She 
previously performed in 
last May’s performance of 
“Shakespeare in Pieces.”

Student Philip Aken plays 
Alice’s father Paul Syca-
more. Aken previously 
per formed in “ In the 
Blood.”

The daughter and son-in-
law of the Sycamores are 
students Jennifer Gowan 
as Essie Carmichael and 
Cadence Dickinson as Ed 
Carmichael.

Also making his return 
to the OCCC stage since 
“In the Blood” is Oklahoma 
City University graduate 
Jeremy Kimbro as Rheba’s 
boyfriend Donald.

Student Tiffany Harris 
plays Rheba Donald’s girl-
friend. Harris also was  in 
the OCCC performance of 
“Lysistrata.”

Student Randy Beavers 
will play Mr. Depinna. He 
was in last year’s per -
formance of “The Resistible 
Rise of Arturo Ui.”

Playing the role of IRS 
employee Wilbur Hender-
son  i s  s tuden t  A l ex 
Massey.

Former OCCC student 
Jonathan Allen plays Boris 
Kolenkhov, a Russian who 
has escaped to America.

Kristen Hennessy will 
make her OCCC debut 
as an actress named Gay 
Wellington.

Student Vivian Le plays 
the Grand Duchess. Le 
portrayed Hester in “In the 
Blood.”

The three agents, called 
G-men in the play, are 
played by Rick Beavers, 
Matt Mattocks and Mitch 
McFarland.

On Thursday, Nov. 13, 
admission is free for all 
OCCC students, faculty 

and staff. 
Students with a valid 

ID can enter for $5 Friday 
and Saturday, Nov. 14 and 
15. General admission for 
adults is $10.

Energy drinks safe if used 
in moderation, experts say

there were no energy drinks,” she said. “All we needed 
was adequate sleep, and regular dieting and exercise and, 
at the most, we drank Diet Dr. Pepper when we needed 
a quick boost of energy.”

Ramirez agrees. 
“My advice to them is to eat healthy and exercise 

regularly and there wouldn’t be a need to drink energy 
drinks,” he said.

Ramirez said young people often aren’t concerned about 
heart disease but because they are the largest consum-
ers of energy drinks, they do need to address other, more 
immediate, concerns.

He said one concern is the calories in energy drinks. 
“We as a nation have a problem with consuming too 

many calories which contributes to weight gain,” Ramirez 
said. 

OCCC students who drink energy drinks say they real-
ize they are potentially bad for them.

Spanish major Ladye Hobson said they help keep her 
awake. “I don’t get much sleep and I drink energy drinks 
for the quick boost they give me,” Hobson said.

OCCC student Randy Sanchez said he prefers alternate 
ways to get his energy.

“I prefer to drink coffee over energy drinks,” Sanchez 
said. “I also prefer exercising and eating healthy because 
energy drinks make me jittery.”

Editor Matt Montgomery can be reached at editor@occc.
edu.

 “Energy,”  
Cont. from page 1

Hocking said the play 
is going to be a wonderful 
experience and lots of fun.

“If you want a great 
evening of fun, it is a great 
old play.”
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Highlights
Future Alumni Network to host speaker

The Future Alumni Network will host well-known and respected 
immigration and general practice attorney Michael Brooks-
Jimenez at noon Wednesday, Nov. 12, in Main Building room 
3K2. Brooks-Jimenez will speak and answer question on issues 
like economic development, immigration law, education and phil-
anthropic groups. For more information, contact publicity officer 
Harmony Curry at 405-886-8165.

Regional Food Bank day
Student Life will host a service day at the Regional Food Bank 

from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 15. For more 
information, contact Katie Treadwell at ktreadwell@occc.edu or 
call Student Life at 405-682-7523.

Cultural Art Series presesents the Jerusalem Lyric Trio
The Jerusalem Lyric Trio will perform at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 

18, in the College Theater. The Jerusalem Lyric Trio highlights 
the religious and cultural heritage of the Jewish people in its 
performances.

Absolute 2009 looking for entries
Absolute 2009, the college literary journal, needs poetry, 

essays (non-academic), short stories, screenplays, plays and 
musical scores. OCCC students and staff are invited to submit 
their work. Deadline for all submissions is Monday, Dec. 1. Sub-
mission forms are available on the table outside of the Arts and 
Humanities office. For more information, contact Clay Randolph 
at crandolph@occc.edu or Marybeth McCauley at mmccauley@
occc.edu.

UCO Campus Tour
The OCCC Transfer Center will take students to the University 

of Oklahoma and University of Central Oklahoma. Students will 
receive a campus tour, information on application deadlines and 
transferring. Limited space is available. The UCO tour is Nov. 
13. Call Kim Lusk at 405-682-7566 for more information or to 
reserve a spot.

College Poets and Writers meeting
The College Poets and Writers will meet from 1 to 1:50 p.m. 

on Wednesdays, in room 1C3 in the Arts and Humanities area. 
For more information, contact Chris Verschage at 405-682-1611, 
ext. 7140.

Fall writing workshop
There will be a writing workshop entitled “Recognizing Rhetoric” 

at noon Monday, Nov. 10, in College Union room 2. Workshops 
usually last about 45 minutes. For more information, contact 
Communications Lab assistant Nick Webb at 405-682-1611, ext. 
7678, or visit www.occc.edu/commlab.

Psychology and Sociology club meeting
The Psychology and Sociology club will meet from 12:30 to 1:30 

p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 11, in room 1X3 of Arts and Humanities. For 
more information, contact Isela Perez at 405-519-6222.

Tuition fee waiver information
Tuition fee waiver applications for the spring semester are now 

available in the Financial Aid Office. Completed applications must 
be submitted before 5 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 20. For more informa-
tion, call Student Financial Support Services at 405-682-7524.

All-USA Academic Team Scholarships are now available
All-USA will select 60 outstanding students from community 

colleges nationwide to be a part of the All-USA Academic Team. 
Twenty gold, silver and bronze scholars will receive stipends. 
Applications are due to the Vice President of Student Services’ 
office by Wednesday, Nov. 19. Information and applications are 
available through the Vice President for Enrollment and Student 
Services’ office. For more information, call Enrollment and Student 
Services at 405-682-7595 or Student Life at 405-682-7523.

Thunder tickets available

By Stephen Sossamon
Staff Writer

Students with a creative 
mind and a knack for writ-
ing need look no further.

The College Poets and 
Writers club aims to aid 
members with their writ-
ing, club sponsor Chris 
Verschage said. 

Verschage said he allows 
club members to bring in 
a piece of their work each 
week so he and their peers 
can critique it and leave 
feedback.

Club member Thuy Far-
rell contributed chapter 5 
of her autobiography to be 

Trick or treat

Photo by Kenny Hilburn

Maggy, a 3-year-old fairy princess, gets bandaged up as her mother, Spanish major 
Angelia Angeles, watches. Sonography major Urvashi Patel and pre-pharmacy major My 
Huynh bandaged kids at the Health Professionals activity booth for the Halloween carnival 
Oct. 31 in the Student Union.. 

By Kate Levit
News Writing Student

The Student Life office is 
giving students a chance 
to buy Oklahoma City 
Thunder tickets at a frac-
tion of the original price 
for the Nov. 17 game.

The Thunder faces off 
against the Houston Rock-
ets at 7 p.m at the Ford 
Center. 

Tickets will be $5 for 
students and $10 for fac-
ulty and staff. 

They go on sale Monday 
Nov. 10 in the Student Life 
office.

“The low price makes a 
difference,” said sopho-
more Nate Peterson. “I’ve 
been to two Thunder 
games this season. They 
were exciting because they 
are new but they were 
pricey. 

“I will definitely go if I 
can buy a ticket for $5.” 

There will be a five-tick-
et maximum for each stu-
dent, said Student Life as-
sistant Marcy Roll. 

“We just wanted to spon-
sor an off-campus fun ac-
tivity for the college com-
munity,” Roll said.

Parking will cost $5 at 
the Bricktown parking ga-
rage and the parking lot 
off Main Street, even dur-
ing the NBA games. 

Another student, Lauren 

Grybowski, said she would 
buy tickets to the game 
even though it’s difficult to 
find parking sometimes. 

”It’s worth it because we 
are getting the tickets at 
such a good price.”

The OKC Thunder’s re-
cord is 1-3 as of press 
time.

Club offers feedback
given feedback.

“Thank you so much for 
helping me,” she said to the 
other club members. “This 
really helped me.”

Club member Lynnda 
Newby offered multiple 
pieces of feedback to her 
fellow club member.

The College Poets and 
Writers club meets from 1 
to 1:50 p.m. on Wednes-
days in room 1C3 of Arts 
and Humanities.

For more information, 
contact Chris Verschage at 
405-682-1611, ext. 7140.

Staff Writer Stephen Sos-
samon can be reached at 
onlineeditor@occc.edu.



November 10, 2008 • PIONEER • 11

Pioneer Classified Advertising is 
free to all enrolled OCCC students 
and employees for any personal 
classified ad. Ads must be submit-
ted in writing with IDs supplied or 
work area and college extension 
included. Deadline for advertis-
ing is 5 p.m. Tuesday prior to the 
publication date. For more infor-
mation, call 405-682-1611, ext. 
7674, or adman@occc.edu.

FOR SALE: 2000 Dodge Car-
ivan.Viper alarm, remote start, 
new tires and transmission. Tinted 
windows. Power windows and 
doors. 150K miles. In great shape. 
$2,500. Call: 405-310-3850.

FOR SALE: 1997 Honda Ac-
cord, V6, Black, 4 door.  $4,000, 
OBO. Contact: 918-361-8277.

FOR SALE: 1996 Chevy Blaz-
er 4x4. Great condtion. Looks 
and runs excellent. 2 door, pw/pl. 
Asking $3,000 OBO. Call Lana at 
405-436-0400.

FOR SALE: 1996 Chevy il-
verado Extended Cab. Small V8 
engine 305. 95K miles. Power 
locks, windows, AC. White exte-
rior, burgundy interior. Camper 
shell, sliding rear window.  $5,750. 
Call Mike at 405-682-1611 Ext. 
7340.

FOR SALE: 1992 Chevy Lu-
mina. Needs some work. $800 
OBO. Call 405-881-7783.

FOR SALE: 1983 Ford Mus-
tang. 4 cylinder. New transmis-
sion and carborater. Drives fine. 
$1,500 OBO. Call: 405-603-
3576.

NEED SOME DOUGH?
Big Sky Bread Company 

is looking for an 
energetic, reliable person 

to help customers, 
slice bread 

and bag granola. 
Apply in person at 

6606 N. Western Ave.

ROOMMATE NEEDED: Fe-
male to share 2bed/2bath. $295  
monthly. Bills paid. $40 for cable 
and internet.Call:918-409-7122. 
Email: bwebre@yahoo.com.

FOR SALE: Regulation size 
Wilson International pool table. 
Black with blue felt. two sets of 
pool balls. $750 OBO. Call: 405-
255-3898. Leave a message if 
there is no answer.

LOOKING FOR A 
CAREER 

AFTER COLLEGE?

CALL OKLAHOMA 
EYE INSTITUTE 
TODAY FOR A 

REWARDING CAREER 
IN THE 

EYE CARE INDUSTRY AS AN
 OPHTHALMIC 
TECHNICIAN.

Affordable 3 month program• 
Job placemant assistance• 

Limited class size• 
Financial assistance available

CALL MIKE AT
405-229-3679

700 CROSSROADS BLVD.
CROSSROADS MALL

OKLAHOMA CITY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH 
MASSENGALE EYE CARE

Licensed by OPBUS

Oklahoma Eye Institute.com

Independent Film: Accepting 
applications for an independent 
film shoot that will be in March 
and April of 2009. It will be filmed 
primarily in Oklahoma with some 
locations in Austin. The positions 
being offered are: FCP Editor, 
Key Grip, Grip1, Grip 2, Grip 
3, Best Boy, Camera Operator, 
Second A.C., Art Director, and 
Location Sound Recordist. Re-
sume, references and photo re-
quired. Contact: Rockhousecin-
ema@mac.com.

YOU DESERVE TO LIVE A
LIFE OF LUXURY AT

Minutes from the OCCC
campus. Call today and

mention this ad to receive
$200 off at move in with

your student ID.
405-717-0594.
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Two-car wreck 
causes minor 
injuries to three
By Christina Barger
News Writing Student

Shortly after noon Nov. 4, three people suffered minor 
injuries in an accident on May Avenue near the south 
side of campus. None were seriously injured and fire 
department personnel treated them at the scene.

The accident happened when a ’96 Toyota Corolla, 
traveling south on May Avenue, struck an ’03 Dodge Ram 
pickup pulling out of the exit near the Child Development 
Center and Lab School.

Student Chau Tran, 32, was driving the Toyota. She 
was carrying four passengers.

OG&E was working on electric lines just south of the 
campus on May Avenue and had one lane of the south-
bound traffic closed off.  

Tran said she was headed southbound on May heading 
toward 89th Street.  

“I had my right turn signal on to merge over in the 
road construction, not to turn into the campus parking 
lot,” she said.

Austin Strolle, journalism major, said he was waiting 
to turn right onto May Avenue from the campus when he 
saw Tran approaching with her right turn signal on.

“She had her signal on like she was going to turn into 
the campus,” he said. 

Strolle turned onto May Avenue and Tran’s car hit the 
front of his truck.  

There was minimal damage to Strolle’s truck and he 
wasn’t injured. However,  Tran’s car had extensive dam-
age. The entire front of the vehicle was crushed and all 
the airbags were deployed.  

Tran said she injured both of her arms when she braced 
herself for the impact. 

Han Vo, 21, was the front seat passenger.  
“The air bag struck me in the face,” Vo said.  “My cheeks 

and mouth hurt and my gums were bleeding.”
A backseat passenger, student Ranny Penner, 24, re-

ceived minor cuts on her arms.   
OCCC security officer Tim Densmore was on the scene.  

He said he was only on the scene as an assistant and 
declined to answer any questions about the accident.  No 
citations where issued from the college.

Oklahoma City Police Officer Donny Kidd said, “The 
report I’m filing will show Strolle was at fault for the 
accident.” 

No citations were issued.    

inspirational person.” 
“I had thought for quite a 

long time after he left here 
that he was one of the most 
important people to this 
college, to shaping the phi-

losophy of this college.”
The theater already bears 

Owen’s name as a result of 
regents’ action Oct. 20. 

However, the college is 
holding a ceremony to cele-
brate the naming, Sechrist 
said.

“The December date gives 

Theater named after 
former OCCC employee
 “Owen,”  
Cont. from page 1

us time to invite the com-
munity to join the celebra-
tion,” he said.

Randolph said it is fitting 
that the theater be named 

after Owen, who had a doc-
torate in theater.

Although Owen is de-
ceased, his wife Almarie, 
also a former college em-

ployee, will represent him 
at the ceremony.

Staff Writer Dillon Hart 
can be reached at Staff 
Writer2@occc.edu.


