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OCCC going
to electronic
transactions

Preparation is key

All refunds and aid will be
managed through Higher One
By Chris Lusk
Editor
OCCC wants to send you money. However, they want to
send you that money their way.
This fall, all students enrolled in a credit class will receive
a debit card in the mail that will allow them to accept direct
deposits from the college bursar’s office, said Bursar Brandi
Henson.
The cards being sent out are essential for receiving any
financial aid or refund, she said.
Henson said it is important for all students to be aware of
the upcoming changes, not just the ones who receive financial aid.
“All students will be affected,” she said.
For instance, if a student enrolls in a class and then drops
that
class
early
enough to receive a
refund, then the refund would be sent
through the new debit
cards.
This example would
not be in effect for this
current semester however, as the debit cards
are not due until midsemester, Henson said.
Students should be on the lookout for these debit cards in
the mail starting the middle of September.
She also said it was extremely important for students to
have their correct address on file with the college to ensure
they receive their cards on time.
“Students need to go to MineOnline to update their records
or to confirm their information is right,” Henson said. “We
will have posters and advertisements across the campus to
remind students of the coming change.”
Every student who updates or confirms his or her address
is correct on MineOnline would be automatically entered for
a chance to win a $50 iTunes gift card, she said.
Henson said the debit cards are partnered with MasterCard
and could appear to some as a credit card offer.
“I assure you, the college is not soliciting credit cards to
our students,” she said. “We don’t want them to be confused
and throw anything away.
“It is very important for all students to hold on to these
cards.”
She said the college would be- See “Higher One,” page 9
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Child Development freshman Allison White relaxes at the OCCC Coffee Shop. That
area is just one of several places students gather on campus.

Parking rules outlined
By Dillon Hart
Staff Writer
Campus Safety and Security Direcor
Ike Sloas said an expanded parking lot
will add about 500 parking spaces to
the campus.
But with more new students coming
to OCCC and even more parking space
in the new Lot F, it is important to become familiar with the many rules and
guidelines of parking on campus.
First and foremost, it is important to
get a parking decal. Decals are required
for legal parking on campus.
Student parking decals are free and
issued at the time the student vehicle is
registered.
Parking without a proper decal or
parking permit can result in a $5 fine.
Sloas said security officers patrol
parking areas 24 hours a day.
He said new students have some time
to get used to the rules.
“We are somewhat lax on [enforcement] the first couple of days of school.

We are somewhat lax on
[enforcement] the first couple of
days of school.
—Ike Sloas
Campus Safety and Security
Director
On those days we really focus on the
handicap spaces and fire lanes.
“We really don’t give any leeway on
those any time of the year.”
Sloas said illegal parking in a fire lane
or handicapped space will result in a fine
of $100.
Other parking fines include a $15
charge for parking in a faculty and staff
area without a proper decal, a $3 to $5
fine for improper or double parking, and
a $5 fine for any other violations.
Most moving citations like speeding,
failure to stop at a Stop sign, failure to
yield or follow street signs, or reckless
driving result in a $25 fine.
Students
have 15 days
See “Parking,” page 12
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Editorial and Opinion
Editorial

The spirit of
the games
One of the most significant events of this
decade began last week as the eyes of the world
turned to the most populated country on Earth.
The games of the 29th Olympics, a worldwide
spectacle that celebrates the best in sports, are
being held in Beijing, China. This event brings
the world's best athletes together.
However, in the months leading up to the
Beijing Olympics, it has been hard to balance the
true spirit of the games against the history of
China's human rights record.
Through the months leading up to the Olympics, many who questioned China's record in
Tibet, among other things, protested the running of the Olympic torch around the world.
Political issues have crossed into the Olympics
on many occasions.
Forty years ago, Tommie Smith and John Carlos
made a statement atop the medals platform in
Mexico City with a simple, but powerful outstretched gloved fist in 1968.
There was the Cold War boycott of the games in
Moscow by the U.S. in 1980, and the Soviets'
retaliation by skipping the Los Angeles games in
1984.
A bomber made a statement through violence
against a crowd celebrating the 1996 Atlanta
games.
But the ultimate image of world politics and
conflict crossing into Olympics territory can be
summed up in one word - Munich.
In 1972, members of the Israeli Olympic team
were taken hostage and murdered by Black
September, a Palestinian militant group.
It was a senseless tragedy in place of celebration.
As the world turned focus toward Beijing, there
were protests and discussions of whether countries should or should not participate.
Nevertheless, the games have progressed
smoothly and it's time to remember the true
meaning of what the ancient Greeks intended
the Olympics to be - a celebration of sport and
nothing else.
In the ninth century B.C., three ancient Greek
kings signed a treaty of truce allowing citizens to
attend and participate in the Olympic games in
total safety. All political differences were set
aside in the name of sport.
Athletes competed for the love of a game and a
country.
It's idealistic to be sure, but isn't it time to
focus on the athletes and not where the games
are being staged?
Let's give it up for the athletes; let's give it up
for mankind. Go world.
—Chris Lusk
Editor

OCCC receives million dollar gift
To the editor:
The Oklahoma City Community College Foundation
received a $1 million grant
from the Sarkeys Foundation.
A formal check presentation was made Aug. 12 during OCCC's 2008 Convocation Ceremony.
The $1 million lead gift is
earmarked for the future
construction of the College's
Performing Arts Theater. The
Theater is Phase II of the
newly constructed Visual
and Performing Arts Center
opening this fall on the campus.
"Our Board was quite impressed with the exciting new
directions which OCCC's
leadership has taken the
College. All of us at Sarkeys
Foundation are pleased to
have a role in advancing this
ambitious project," said

Cheri Cartwright, Executive
Director of the Sarkeys
Foundation in Norman.
"To date, the $1 million gift
from Sarkeys is the largest
private gift awarded to
OCCC," said OCCC President Paul Sechrist. "We are
very grateful to Sarkeys Foundation for this significant gift."
At this time, OCCC has approximately $10.2 million of
the $16 million needed to
construct the 1,000-seat
theater.
In addition to Sarkeys $1
million commitment, $9.2
million will come from a Student Revenue Bond which is
supported by student fees plus
the College's current Student
Facilities Fund earmarked
for the theater project.
The College will begin a
formal campaign this fall to
raise the balance of the funds
needed to build the new fa-

Opinions? Comments?
Let us know!
E-mail us at
editor@occc.edu

cility.
The Performing Arts Theater at OCCC will be the only
such facility between downtown Oklahoma City and
Norman designed to host
major cultural and entertainment events for students
and the community.
—Cordell Jordan
Media Relations
Coordinator
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Comments and Reviews

‘Body Language’ a solid
EP for Israel’s Monotonix
When a band is as completely insane on stage as
Monotonix, albums simply
can't live up to the live show.
It's impossible for an album to capture flaming
cymbals and trash cans on
heads, and they certainly
can't spray you with beer
and various bodily fluids; all
of which are commonplace
at a Monotonix live show.
The band, which hails from
Tel Aviv, Israel, first caught
many people's attention at
this year's SXSW music festival. They were simply the
craziest band in Austin this
year, even if their actual
music was rarely discussed.
The “Body Language” EP,
the band's first American
release, does a serviceable
job of capturing the band's

energy.
The six relentless songs
pound the senses with
screaming guitars, driving
drums and singer hell-bent
on being the living definition of rock 'n' roll.
The band is a combination of post-punk, metal,
classic rock and garage rock
and is clearly influenced by
bands such as The Stooges,
Blue Cheer and MC-5.
The songs are simple,
straightforward and to the
point. It's difficult not to
headbang or pump your
fists while listening, especially during the title track.
But rocking out is really
all it's good for. At the end
of the day, it's just too shallow and not memorable
enough.
If you are looking for a

solid album that rocks from
start to finish, than “Body
Language” may be just what
you want. But it's still no
replacement for seeing the
band live.
Monotonix will be performing at the Conservatory in Oklahoma City on
Oct. 8.
Rating: B
—Cameron Buchholtz
Staff Writer

Uma Thurman delivers great
performance in ‘Life Before’
The eerily haunting
“The Life Before Her Eyes”
is a movie that details how
the events surrounding a
high-school massacre
cause one survivor to doubt
her sanity and her idyllic
life.
Young Diana (Evan
Rachel Wood) and Maureen
(Eva Amurri) are best
friends and share all the
secrets teens tell each
other, including Diana's
crush on Professor Paul
McFee.
When a gun-wielding
student (John Magaro)
faces the girls with the
choice of which of them
will die, their true nature
comes to the forefront.
Uma Thurman gives an
excellent performance as
the mentally tortured,
adult Diana, who cannot
seem to distinguish between fantasy and reality.
Originally a novel by
Laura Kasischke, Emil

Stern
successfully
adapted the story to the
screen.
Director Vadim Perelman used recurring
scenes to slowly give the
audience hints as to the
final outcome without taking the subtle mystery
away.
Although the audio was
not clear in some sequences, the video portion
of this film was beautifully shot.
The colors are vivid. The
water scenes evoke a desire to walk in the rain or
enjoy a swim.
The shooting sequences
were done at an angle that
allowed the viewer to be
aware of the carnage without being face to face with
it.
The plot takes some unexpected turns, and there
is almost an excess of flashbacks, but in the end, the
final scenes are worth the

wait.
Classified as a drama and
thriller, “The Life Before Her
Eyes” fills both genres.
Rated R for violent content, language and brief
drug use.
The DVD is due to be
released Aug. 19.
Rating: B
—Cynthia Praefke
Staff Writer

Taking advantage of available
resources key to college success
Welcome all new and returning students. Success in college is all about knowing and using the
resources available to students.
As a fitting beginning to our new academic year,
we in academic advising want to share a few
online resources that may help along the way as
you plan and navigate your academic journey.
One of the best and most comprehensive resources to aid students in academic planning is
MineOnline. Students can save time and take
care of much of their college business by becoming familiar with this resource.
MineOnline
can
be
accessed
at
mineonline.occc.edu. Using MineOnline, students
can enroll, add or drop a class, check for class
availability, learn the faculty member teaching a
particular class, check on their financial aid,
request an official or unofficial transcript, figure
out which courses they still need to take, view
their grades, access tutoring, pay their bill and
much more.
Another important resource for students is
their degree program sheet. This document serves
as a student’s roadmap by outlining all the courses
they must take in order to complete their chosen
degree.
The 2008-2009 degree program sheets are available
at
www.occc.edu/ACS/
DegreePrograms.html.
We at OCCC always want to make getting your
questions answered easy. If you have a question
related to academic planning and aren’t able to
make it to the Office of Academic Advising, students can also log onto www.occc.edu/ACS/
Distance2.html and ask any academic advising
question day or night.
Finally, whether you have completed 12 hours
or are almost finished with your associate’s degree, it’s never too early to begin planning if you
are interested in transferring to a four-year university.
You can find a wealth of resources at
www.occc.edu/TransferCenter to aid you in making your transition seamless.
The Transfer Center website has information
about transfer scholarships, advice from OCCC
alumni, university contact information, course
equivalency guides and more.
We in the Office of Academic Advising hope you
will have the opportunity to take advantage of
some of these tools and look forward to sharing in
your success.
—Liz Largent
Dean of Student Developmentt

www.occc.edu/pioneer
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Take a hilarious ride on the ‘Pineapple Express’
Anticipate some schooling on the knowledge and
rules of pot smoking, and
the troubles behind purchasing and dealing marijuana after watching “The
Pineapple Express.”
Court Process Clerk Dale
Denton (Seth Rogen) sets
off to buy a rare strand of
marijuana called “Pineapple Express” from his
lazy pot-dealing friend
Saul Silver (James Franco)
and lands himself in a bit
of controversy in the process.
What Dale doesn’t know
is the rare strand of pot he
has bought is part of a corrupt underground growing
scheme involving local police officer Carol (Rosie
Perez) and big time drug
lord Ted Jones (Gary Cole).
After meeting with Saul,
Denton sits outside a random house and begins to
try out his new product.
In doing so he looks out

his car window and witnesses Jones committing a
murder in the upstairs
window of a house. His accomplice is a corrupt police
officer Carol (Perez). Jones
along with the police officer
notices Dale and runs out
the house after him.
At this point, Dale panics, throws the marijuana
out the window and speeds
off back to Saul’s house.
Now begins the journey.
Denton and Saul discuss
what happened and realize
they are both in fear for
their lives.
There are only a handful
of people in town who have
access to the “Pineapple
Express,” and Saul is one
of those people.
Saul and Dale then decide to go on the run.
While running from
Jones’ accomplices Saul
and Dale realize they are
becoming more than just
business partners, they are

now becoming friends.
The end of the movie is
suspenseful and comedic
at the same time.
Dale and Saul set out on
a mission to take out Ted
Jones and his operation.
The entire movie is a drugfueled frenzy of comedy,
satire and downright awesome acting.
“Pineapple Express” was
directed by David Gordon
Green and produced by
Judd Apatow.
The film was written by
Seth Rogen and Evan
Goldberg, who also collaborated on last year’s hit
“Superbad.”
Run time is 111 minutes.
It is rated R for pervasive
language, drug use, sexual
references and violence.
Be prepared to take a ride
on “The Pineapple Express.”
Rating: A
—Matt Montgomery
Staff Writer

Doug Benson is ‘Professional’ on new album
Comedian Doug Benson
has recently beaten the stereotype of the lazy pot
smoker.
He appears weekly on the
VH1 show “Best Week Ever,”
co-wrote and stars in the
off-Broadway show “The
Marijuana-logues,” starred
in his own documentary “Super High Me,” and released
his debut album “Professional Humoredian.” He’s a
self-proclaimed “multi-tasking pot smoker.”
“Professional Humoredian” was recorded at the
Upright Citizens Brigade
Theater in Los Angeles on
April 20, and was recently
released on A Special Thing
Records, which also released
records by Paul F.
Tompkins, the Sklar Brothers and Jen Kirkman.
The album begins with
Benson explaining how audiences may know him. He
says they may recognize him
from “Best Week Ever” where

he says things like “Did you
hear Britney Spears got back
together?”
The album is decidedly
silly. Benson discusses everything from his sexual
habits to his favorite movies
using silly voices and weird

sayings. Some of the biggest
laughs on album don’t come
from the actual punch lines
but from the small little
things he says between
jokes.
Benson is mostly known
for being a pot-comic and

much of the material on “Professional Humoredian” lives
up to that. He discusses antipot ads, the best things to
eat when high, medical marijuana and his experience
filming “Super High Me.”
The whole album has a
very casual vibe and it’s clear
that Benson is completely
comfortable in his material
and his stage persona.
Benson just seems incredibly likable throughout; so
much so that’s it’s easy to
forgive a few of the bits that
don’t quite work.
The audience also adds to
the casualness of the album.
It sounds as though Benson
is simply performing for his
friends; in fact, comedian
Jimmy Dore’s loud, unique
laugh can be heard at various moments.
Overall, “Professional
Humoredian” is a silly and
hilarious comedy record released at a time when few
comedy albums make it to

market.
“Professional Humoredian” is available at
www.aspecialthing.com or
from iTunes.
Rating: A
—Cameron Buchholtz
Staff Writer

Have a
comment,
complaint or
idea?
Let us know!
editor@
occc.edu or
405-6821611, ext.
7409
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College readies for fall theater
‘In the Blood’ and ‘You Can’t Take it With You’ scheduled
By Jason A. Johnson
News Writing Student
Two plays are scheduled
for the fall in OCCC’s theater — “In the Blood” by
Suzan Lori Parks and “You
Can’t take it With You” by
Moss Hart and George S.
Kaufman.
Ruth Charnay, Department Chair for Communications and the Arts, said
“In the Blood” is a drama
and “You Can’t Take it With
You” is a comedy.
Char nay said “In the
Blood” is a social critique
that will require a cast of
six ethnically-diverse actors.
The play will be staged at

the OCCC Theater on Oct.
4 and 5.
Brent Noel, theater professor, will direct “In the
Blood.”
Jacque Hocking, adjunct
professor, will direct “You
Can’t take it With You.”
“They are two very diverse
plays, and that is very exciting,” Charnay said.
Rochelle Mosby, Arts and
Humanities assistant, said
auditions will be open to
OCCC students, faculty,
staf f members and the
community.
All students are invited to
audition for roles, not just
drama majors.
Auditions for “In the
Blood” will be held at 7 p.m.

Aug. 25 and 26 in the college theater. See page 10 for
additional information.
Those who are interested
in auditioning for the plays
can check the callboard in
the Arts and Humanities
department under Society
of Performing Artists for
audition times and dates.
“We need students to pick
up script books in the Arts
and Humanities office, so
they can read over and get
familiar with the material,”
Mosby said.
Char nay said script
books for the plays are located in two different boxes
in the Arts and Humanities
department office on the
center table.

“[“In the Blood” and “You Can’t Take it With
You”] are two very diverse plays, and that is
very exciting.”
—Ruth Charnay
Department Chair for Communication and Arts
“The plays are both wonderful and different and will
draw the audience in,”
Charnay said.”
The second play, “You
Can’t Take it With You,” is
scheduled for November.
auditions will be posted at
a later date.
Freshman Greg Schader
said he is glad to see these
particular plays performed.
“I think it’s cool, especially with the diversity of

the two plays, and I feel like
it’s a good opportunity for
the school.”
Robyn Roberts, nursing
student, said the plays will
draw attention to OCCC.
“With it being open to everyone, it could bring the
community in and will be
good exposure for everyone.”
For more information,
call 405-682-1611, ext.
7636.

Sechrist nominated for prestigious position
By Matt Montgomery
Staff Writer
and Katie Kennedy
News Writing Student
OCCC President Paul
Sechrist has been named
Vice Chair of the Board
of Trustees for The College Board.
“I feel very honored to
be elected. I believe I am
the first community college representative to be
elected to an officer position on the Board of
Trustees.” Sechrist said.

He said The College
Board is an international
not-for -profit organization that is best known
for it’s signature product, the SAT college entrance and placement
exam.
The Scholastic Assessment Test has become a
nationally accepted standard for college admissions.
“In the beginning, the
handful of colleges that
formed the membership
association known as the

College Entrance Examination Board sought to
simplify the application
process for students and
for those colleges’ admission offices,” according
to www.collegeboard
.com
Today, The College
Board is composed of
more
than
5,000
schools, colleges, universities and other various
educational organizations.
It serves more than
20,000 high schools and

3,500 colleges through
various programs and
services regarding college admission, financial
aid and assessment.
Trustees responsibilities include making legal
decisions for the organization, getting new goals
and objectives approved
and implementing policies regarding member ship.
Sechrist will begin his
duties as vice president
for the Board of Trustees
beginning on Nov. 1.

Paul Sechrist

START offers students extracurricular transcript
By Lindsey Burleson
News Writing Student
A transcript for students’ co-curricular activities is now available
to students, said Service
Learning and Student
Life Programs Coordinator, Katie Treadwell.
STAR T, Student Activities and Recognition
Transcript, is a record of
on and off campus experiences and activities for
each student.
“It was started so students would have a for -

mal record outside the
classroom,” she said.
“It helps us keep track
of individual student involvement.”
The National Association of Colleges and Employers deter mines the
top skills employers are
looking for. STAR T, along
with a student’s resume,
will help showcase their
skills, according to the
pamphlet.
“We encourage all students to create their own
STAR T,” Treadwell said.
“It offers an extra step of

professionalism.”
She said STAR T also is
valuable for scholar ships, admissions and
other applications. ␣
Each individual STAR T
will reveal leadership involvement, professional
development, honors,
awards and community
service, according to the
pamphlet.
“As a student about to
graduate, I know how
hard it can be to get a job
and having a STAR T
sounds like it would help
out a lot,” OCCC student

Jessica Badsky said.
␣ To obtain your own
START, register online at
apps.occc.edu/studentlife/

STAR T/register.com, or
contact Student Life at 405682-1611, ext. 7311.
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Cultural Arts Series to include legendary
performances this fall, starts next month
By Courtney Knutson
News Writing Student
The Cultural Arts Series
kicks off its 2008-2009 series this September and includes some legendary performances.
“The largest venue coming this season is the
Romeros, which is often
known as the royal family
of guitar,” said Assistant
Culural Arts Series Director Scott Tigert.
The Romeros are a guitar
quartet and have been featured in the New York
Times. The Romeros are
scheduled for 7 p.m. on
Oct. 7.
They will be performing
at a special venue at the
Westminster Presbyterian
Church, due to a larger
crowd expected to attend,
said Director of the Cultural Arts Series Dan Yates.
This is the Cultural Arts
Series’ 14th annual season
and consists of four performances each semester, one
each month.
“This is how OCCC gives
back to the community,
and gives students the opportunity to enrich their
lives,” Tigert said.
“This is a very diverse
season. There is something

for everyone,” Tigert said.
Artists such as The Texas
Gypsies, The Four Freshmen, and The Best of
Broadway are set to perform this season.
The Texas Gypsies combine Hot Jazz with a Southern Western influence. The
Texas Gypsies will be performing at 7 p.m. on Feb.
17 in the OCCC Theatre.
The Four Freshman were
one of the top vocal groups
of the 1950’s and combine
1940’s ensembles and harmony-based rock ‘n’ roll
bands. They will be performing at 7 p.m. on Dec.
2 in the OCCC Theatre.
The Best of Broadway
consist of three starring
Broadway veterans who
will be performing songs
from
Andrew
Lloyd
Webber’s musicals. The
three will be performing at
7 p.m. on April 14 in the
OCCC Theatre.
“The big change this year
to the series is the price
reduction of tickets,” Yates
said.
Tickets are $10 for each
show, compared to $17 last
season.
“You are getting a top
quality experience for what
should really be a $20
ticket,” Yates said.

“The most important
thing is that the students
get an opportunity to explore and receive a world
class experience for a low
price, right here on campus,” Tigert said.
“A healthy community includes a thriving arts community to support entertainment, personal enrichment, and quality of life,”
said OCCC President Paul
Sechrist.
Both Yates and Tigert
hope to encompass this.
This year the Cultural Arts
Series is being advertised
all around Oklahoma City.
“We have gotten a lot of
support from a lot of different areas,” Yates said about
funding of the series.
The series’ brochures are
being posted all over campus, as well as in The Oklahoman, The Gazette,
Panera
Bread,
and
Starbucks. “It’s a big push
this year,” Yates said.
For the first year ever
tickets are also available
online at okctickets.com.
Each show is on a Tuesday at 7 p.m. The dates include: The Lark Chamber
Artists, Sept. 16, The
Romeros, Oct. 7, The
Jerusalem Lyric Trio, Nov.
18, The Four Freshman,

Dec. 2, Brad Richter and
Viktor Uzur, Jan. 27, The
Texas Gypsies, Feb. 17,
Rosario Andina, March 3,
and The Best of Broadway,
April 14.

Students can get tickets
online at www.occc.edu/
cas, the Cultural Programs
Office, 1G1(A), Main Building, and the OCCC bookstore.

Cultural Arts Series
2008-2009
Shows start at 7 p.m.
Sept. 16: Lark Chamber Artists: Dazzling
master musicians with a diverse
repertoire of musical delights for strings,
piano, woodwinds and percussion
Oct. 7: The Romeros: Sterling
performances by a guitar quartet whose
members are referred to as “The Royal
Family of the Guitar.” (Event at
Westminster Presbyterian)
Nov. 18: Jerusalem Lyric Trio:
Imaginative, dramatic works for soprano,
flute and piano, highlighting the heritage
of Jewish people.
Dec. 2: Four Freshmen: Classic songs
infused with pop and jazz styling,
presented by an unforgettable vocal
quartet that spans generations.

Students can get discounted
tickets for cultual arts events

Jan. 27: Brad Richter & Viktor Uzur:
Two rising stars and an intimate night of
classical and original compositions for
guitar and cello.

“We are trying to create
new cultural programs that
appeal to the college, community and kids.”
The Arts Festival, which
takes place this Labor Day
weekend, is an example of
one of the exciting things
the program is supporting.
Yates said students are
encouraged to submit their
own ideas for events any
time during the semester.
For more information,
call Yates at 405-682-1611,
ext. 7579 or dyates@occc
.edu.

Feb. 17: The Texas Gypsies: the Texas
Gypsies combine Hot Jazz with Southern
Western Swing to create thier own
irresistable sound.

By Travis Orcutt
News Writing Student
The Cultural Arts Series
starts its 14th season next
month and performances
will be discounted for students, said Cultural Arts
SeriesDirector Dan Yates.
For the 14th season of the
Cultural Arts Program, students will be able to purchase tickets for $10.
“It used to be $17 dollars
for both students and faculty,” Yates said.
“Now, students get in for

$10, and if you are a music appreciation student or
if your major requires attendance, it’s free.”
Yates said the purpose of
the discount is to encourage students to attend the
performances, which take
place once a month, on
Tuesdays, at 7 p.m.
The series also provides
free events that include
education and music on the
day of the performance.
“The [free] events will take
place at 11 a.m. in the theater,” Yates said.

March 3: Rosario Andino: Performances,
by a pianist in the “grand manner,” that
will touch, uplift, mesmerize and
exhilarate.
April 14: Best of Broadway: Broadway
veterans present brilliant vocal
perfornces of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s
greatist hits.
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Library computer misuse, theft reported
By Stephen Sossamon
Staff Writer
Two incidents of someone
viewing pornographic material on college computers
and a missing PDA, or personal digital assistant,
topped crime this week.
On July 29, Security Officer Brent Williams said
while he was doing his routine walk-through of the library, he asked the library
assistants to check the
computers on their system.
While checking the computers, a screen showed
that it had a celebrity nude
webpage active, according
to a report.
Williams made contact
with the suspect, Keith
Weldon, at the computer he
was using, according to the
crime report.
Weldon, identified at the
circulation desk, is not a
student, according to the
report.
Williams said he took
Weldon to the lobby to talk
to him about what he had
done.

“I was working on my
résumé, and then, started
looking at something I
should not have,” Weldon
said.
Williams then took a picture of Weldon and told him
to not return to the campus, according to the crime
report.
Earlier in the day, security officer William Busby
went to the library to meet
with Sally Strebig about a
person looking at pornographic material, according
to a crime report.
T rebig said she saw
someone looking at and
taking pictures of pornographic material on the
computer.
Busby said Strebig
pointed out the man and
Busby spoke to him.
The suspect was Keith
Braggs, a former student of
the college, according to the
crime report.
Braggs said he was looking at pornographic material, but did not know it was
against the college policy.
Williams asked Braggs to

leave the property, and told
him if he retur ned, he
would be charged with trespassing and arrested, according to the report.
A missing hand-held
computer also was reported
to campus security.
On July 28, Lisa Davis,
Desktop Support and User
services director, contacted
Safety and Security director Ike Sloas about a missing Dell Axim, according to
a crime report.
The Dell Axim is a personal digital assistant, also
known as PDA.
The Axim was located in
the Tech support office, inside a drawer, according to
the report.
The Axim was discovered
missing during an inventory process, according to
the report.
According to the report,
a temporary employee
worked in the office during
inventory, and a second
employee worked the area
for two months, but neither
are employed by the college
now, according to the re-

Arts and Humanities dean returns
By Jason A. Johnson
News Writing Student
The Dean of Arts and
Humanities returned to her
position this month. It has
been more than a year
since Susan VanSchuyver
has sat in the seat as the
dean.
Her absence from the position comes from OCCCs
10-year plan to further and
enhance academics at the
institution, VanSchuyver
said.
The Way Forward is the
name of the program which
moved her temporarily to
the position of Dean of Special Initiatives VanSchuyver
said.
She said the program had
three main focuses, the
first to create the Success
in College Life course.
The second focus was to
create a world languages,
and cultural center, and
third; to create paired

Susan VanSchuyver
classes and learning communities.
“With this experience, I
learned to have or take a
more personal approach
with student success,”
VanSchuyver said.
Ruth Charnay, Arts and
Humanities department
chair, filled the position of
dean in VanSchuyver’s absence.
“Ruth Char nay did a
great job,” said Rochelle

Mosby, Arts and Humanities division assistant.
“It was a smooth transition from Dean VanSchuyver to her.”
VanSchuyver said she
kept in contact with the
department and did some
consulting in her absence.
Abigail Forrest, film and
video production freshman,
is happy with the move
back.
“It’s a positive for those
students in the department
seeking higher education.”
Mosby said the department is happy to have
VanSchuyver back.
“It’s a familiar thing.
“It’s a good thing,” Mosby
said.
VanSchuyver said she
also is glad to be back.
“I am really happy to be
back, but it was fun to do
something different for a
period of time.”
The position is a permanent one, she said.

port.
Davis reported she did
not know if either of the
temporary employees took
the Axim, but nobody else
in the office has knowledge
of where it might be, she
said. The current estimated

value of the Axim is
$231.82.
Originally, the value was
$742, according to the
crime report.
Staff Writer Stephen
Sossamon can be reached
at onlineeditor@occc.edu.

Communications
lab offers help in
variety of ways
By Adam Hawbaker
News Writing Student
This semester, Communications lab employees encourage all students who need help with school work
to stop by, said Tonya Kymes, Communications lab
supervisor.
More than 11,000 students received help last fall
from the five lab assistants and six peer tutors on
staff at the lab, Kymes said.
OCCC student Jessie Godwin said she takes advantage of the lab’s 24 computers for their open
Internet and Microsoft Word access.
“It helps to just be able to come in here to work on
a paper and reprint it here without having to go
home if you find a mistake,” Godwin said.
The lab also wants to help English as a Second
Language students as well. The lab offers conversational ESL workshops to help students gain a better grasp of the English language, Kymes said.
For nursing ESL students, these workshops help
them establish better bedside communication with
patients, she said.
Starting this semester, the lab will offer a monthly
Brown Bag writer’s workshop to any writers wanting to develop their analytical, documentation and
research skills, something the lab has never done
monthly before, Kymes said.
Kymes said the workshop is geared toward English Composition I and II students but is open to
anyone interested.
The lab not only tutors but also has notes and
handouts on multiple styles of writing.
“We have handouts for pretty much every kind of
documentation you can imagine,” Kymes said.
The lab also is trying to help the university go green
since OCCC no longer has a plastic recycling contract. “We’re trying to start a movement here,” Kymes
said.
She said she encourages all students to recycle
their plastic. The lab is working together with the
other labs to get recycling dispensers outside all of
the classrooms around OCCC.
The Communications lab’s summer hours are
Mondays through Thursdays 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., and
Fridays from 8 a.m. to noon.
The lab is located on the first floor of the Main
Building between the OCCC Café and OCCC Coffee
Shop.
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Sports
UPCOMING
OCCC
INTRAMURALS
EVENTS
Aug. 25: Recreation and
Community Services will be
hosting the RCS bash in the
Wellness Center gym August
25. Students are invited to
come have fun, play games
and learn about OCCC extracurricular activities.
Sept. 6, Sept. 27, Oct. 4:
OCCC Aquatics Center will be
offering a Stroke Development
Clinic from 12:30 to 2 p.m. on
the above dates. Participants
must be able to swim 25 yards
and be knowledgable of different swim strokes. They will be
learn to improve their technique, stretching, endurance
and speed. The price for the
camps is $6. For more information, contact Melissa at
405-682-1611, ext. 7442, or
call 405-682-7860 to register.

Do you have a
great sports story
you would like to
share? Contact
Daniel Martin at
405-682-1611, ext.
7440, or e-mail
StaffWriter2@occc.edu
The Pioneer Online
offers its readers
•Online-exclusive
stories
•Access to Pioneer
archives
as far back as 1998
•Links which provide
readers with even
more valuable
information
www.occc.edu/
pioneer

File Photo

During last year’s Recreation and Community Services Bash in August, OCCC students Ashley Thomas (left) and
Janel Sanders (right) race one another in the bungee run inflatable. The annual event is held to promote awareness of
services and to increase participation in campus events.

Intramural Bash around the corner
By Daniel Martin
Staff Writer
The month of August can be a
handful at times.
Summer is coming to an end and a
semester full of responsibility is bestowed upon the hard-working student.
A semester of new classes however,
also means a semester of new intramural sports, club activities and jobs
at OCCC.
Recreation and Sports Specialist,
Eric Watson said, “We’re ready for a
full semester of intramurals and club
activities.”
He said the Recreation and Community Services staff has been gearing up all summer for next week’s
intramural sports bash.
The bash will be held in the
Wellness Center gym Aug. 25 and is
intended to provide students with information about intramurals, job
openings and club opportunities.
Sign-ups for intramurals start Aug.
18 and there is still no official deadline.
Teams can even sign up after in-

tramural leagues have started.
Sports are not the only thing to
get excited about this semester
though.
OCCC has dozens of student job
opportunities available now.
“We need to sign up new club officers, hire at least six new lifeguards and around eight new referees and intramural officials,”
Watson said.
He said the college will be relaunching Club REC, a student led
club that organizes various events
the Recreation and Community
Services department has to offer.
“We need students to help run
Club REC.
It’s great experience for people interested in sports coordinating, directing and marketing,” Watson
said.
“We are a close knit group and it
is a great environment to work in.”
Easy going jobs, fun club events
and intramural sports can be the
best things for students to get involved in, he said.
They help students to relax, have
fun and get away from schoolwork.

“It’s the perfect way to
meet people have fun, play
games and learn about our
athletic programs.”
—Eric Watson
Recreation and Sports
Specialist
“The bash will have any information students need to know, and
we are there to help answer any
questions they have,” Watson said.
“It’s the perfect way to meet
people have fun, play games and
learn about our athletic programs.
Students unable to attend the
bash should keep an eye out for
“Do it for free” posters around campus.
They will have lists of all the free
student amenities OCCC offers including intramural information.
For more information, contact
Recreation and Sports Specialist
Eric Watson at 405-682-1611, ext.
7786.
Staff Writer Daniel Martin can be
reached at staffwriter2@occc.edu
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New system allows students to get all money electronically
receive their funds through Higher
One; however, they will not be required to do their banking through
gin transferring financial aid and Higher One’s services, she said.
refunds electronically Oct. 1. All
The company will transfer funds
funds prior to Oct. 1 would still be through three methods: immediate
processed and dispersed as nor- deposit into a student’s Higher One
mal under the current method.
account, direct deposit into a
She said, in December 2006, the student’s existing bank account, or
National Association of Student Fi- by processing and mailing out a
nancial Aid Administrators per- paper check.
formed a “standards of excellence”
Henson said regardless of which
review and suggested the college method students choose to receive
implement direct
their money, going
deposit with electhrough Higher One will
tronic refunds.
OCCC debit cards allow students to receive
“We have altheir money faster than
will be mailed to
ways been really
the current system of goevery student the ing through the state.
interested in disecond week of
rect deposit,”
Currently, refunds and
Henson
said.
financial aid are only
September
“But we were not
given through paper
sure how to go
checks, which can take
about it.”
up to four days to process.
Henson said some students do
With Higher One, paper
not have bank accounts and that checks will take one day to process,
posed a roadblock.
she said.
The college responded by sendStudents choosing to have
ing out requests to various com- Higher One deposit their funds into
panies to provide student bank ac- their pre-existing bank accounts
counts, she said.
can expect to receive their money
Higher One, a financial service in 24 to 48 hours.
company, answered the call.
All Higher One account users will
According to their website — have immediate access to their
www.higherone.com — Higher One funds.
provides colleges across the counHenson said the college is indiftry with an easier
ferent about which
method of distributing
There will be two method students
funds.
choose to receive
ATM locations on their money.
Henson said Higher
campus — by the
One offered the right
“We have no vested
Welcome Desk
solution.
interest in which
Higher One will team
method they use,”
and in the
up with a bank and ofshe said.
Library foyer
fer an account to every
“Whatever your
student enrolled at the
preference — paper
college — the first school in Oklacheck, pre-existing bank
homa to do so, she said.
account or a Higher One account
She said the bank accounts will — it will be quicker for both the
be free to all students and will student and for us.
function like a regular checking ac“The students just need to set up
count at any bank.
their preferences with Higher One.”
Higher One also will take over all
Whether students choose to
responsibility for distribution of fi- bank directly through Higher One
nancial aid and refunds for the col- or not, all students will need to set
lege, Henson said.
up their preferences through the
All students will be required to OCCC Higher One website —

“Higher One,”
Cont. from page 1

FREE
OCCC JOB BOARD
www.collegecentral.com/occc
More information is available at:
OCCC Employment Services
First Floor, Main Building
405-682-7519
Employmentservices@occc.edu

www.occcdebitcard.com — in or- she said.
der to receive funds, she said.
“There’s no expiration, regardless
That’s where the debit cards of a student’s enrollment status.”
come into play, she said.
Henson said she hopes students
“These cards will allow students without bank accounts will take
to log in to www.occcdebitcard.com advantage of this program.
and select their pref“Higher One will give
erence for how they
All students need many students the opwant to get their
portunity to build a
to update their
money.
banking history,” she
records on
Henson said stusaid.
MineOnline so
dents should expect
“That’s an opportuaddresses are
the cards at the end
nity that might not
of September.
have been available to
current
“We will have more
them before.”
information at the
When informed of the
beginning of the fall semester, letcoming changes, students
ting everyone know what steps they
across campus expressed
need to take to set their preferences positive thoughts.
or sign up for an account,” she
Freshman Kim Hahn is one stusaid.
dent without a bank account who
“It is important for students to is excited to learn more about
understand that all refunds and Higher One.
financial aid will be processed
“A company offering free bankthrough Higher One starting in ing to all students? That’s aweOctober,” Henson said.
some,” Hahn said. “I’m sure many
“Get your money however you’d other students will be taking adlike, but make sure to set up your vantage of that.”
preferences.”
Biology major Braden Wallace
Henson said the debit card would said, although he already has an
work like any other debit card.
account elsewhere, being able to
“You can check your balance, receive his financial aid more
make a withdrawal or transfer quickly would be convenient.
funds for no fee at the Higher One
“Last year, I had so many issues
ATMs.
getting my financial aid
Henson said two
check that it took five
After Oct. 1, all
Higher One ATMs
months longer than exrefunds and
will be installed on
pected,” Wallace said.
campus for stu“This will definitely
financial aid will
dents’ use.
save time.”
be processed
“The cards will
Henson said she is exthrough the
work at any other
cited about the new partdebit card
ATM, but you will be
nership with Higher One
charged a conveand hopes students will
nience fee.”
be, too.
She said the ATMs would be
“In one way or another,
placed in high traffic areas: one in students have been asking for this
the Main Building by the Welcome for years,” she said.
Desk and the other in the foyer of
“This is what they’ve been askthe Library.
ing for, plus a little more. This will
Henson is working with Campus be a big savings of time and money
Security to have cameras installed for everyone involved.”
to allow monitoring of the maFor more information about the
chines.
coming changes, call Henson at
Students who take advantage of 405-682-1611, ext. 7457.
Higher One’s accounts will be able
Editor Chris Lusk can be reached
to use their account indefinitely, at editor@occc.edu.

IT PAYS TO
ADVERTISE IN
THE PIONEER
CALL 405-682-1611,
ext. 7674,
FOR RATES AND
DEADLINES

Need help or
an escort to
your car? Call
campus
security at
ext.7691
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Highlights

Enrolling in classes

Free Financial Literacy Seminar
The Financial Literacy Seminar will be at 1:30
p.m. on Aug. 19 in CU1. Those who attend will
learn ways to manage their finances, how to
avoid pitfalls and receive a special banking
offer. For more information, call 405-239-5800.
Auditions for Chamber Singers
Auditions for Chamber Singers will be held
on Monday, Aug. 18 and Tuesday, Aug. 19. A
sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board outside
Ron Staton’s officer at 1D4B in the Arts and
Humanities building. Everyone is invited to
audition. For more information, contact Ron
Staton at 405-682-1611, ext. 7249.
BCM back in session
The Baptist Collegiate Ministries will hold free
lunches and Christian fellowship at noon on
Mondays at the Theater entrance and at 12:30
p.m. on Thursdays in room 3N0 of the Main
Building. Everyone is welcome. For more information, call Mike Barnett at 405-323-0583.
Highlights have a 5 p.m. deadline every
Tuesday.
Photo by Stephen Sossamon

Business management sophomore Javier Luna enrolls in several classes, including Intro
To Psychology and Astronomy. Students can also enroll online at mineonline.occc.edu.

Play auditions on Aug. 25, 26
By Stephen Sossamon
Staff Writer

Voice your
opinion.
editor@occc.edu

Theater professor Brent Noel is looking for
six adventurous people, of three men and
three women, to star in the mature play “In
the Blood.”
Noel said he was looking for an ethically diverse cast to see how different groups work
together.
Auditions for the mature play, “In The Blood”
will be held at 7 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 25 and
Tuesday, Aug. 26, in the OCCC theater.
Scripts are available in the Arts and Humanities offices, Noel said.
People don’t have to be a student to audition, Noel said.
Noel said the entirety of the auditions would
take about an hour and a half.
He said the play deals with ugly truths of
society and it is, “an emotionally charged play.”
Noel has talked to several people about performing in the play, however, nobody has been
casted yet, he said.
Noel said people should to bring an open
mind to the audition.
“It all comes down to skill and scheduling,”
he said. “We only have five weeks of rehearsal.”
The play will be performed Oct. 4 through
6, and will cost $5 for students with an ID

and $10 for general admission.
“In The Blood” is the first of two plays this
semester in the OCCC theater. “You Can’t
Take It With You” is the second, which will
have auditions “sometime during the last
week of September,” Noel said.
Noel said he is excited about “In The
Blood.”
In the play, everyone is blaming the single
mother for all of her problems, for being illiterate and homeless, he said.
“One reason I like the play is because it
deals with uncomfortable truths,” he said.
“It points out the ways, in society, how we
blame the victim.”
Suzan-Lori Parks, winner of the Pulitzer
prize in 2002, wrote the play.
“[Parks] takes the American mythology of
‘The Scarlet Letter,’ and gives it a new urban
twist,” Noel said.
There is limited seating for the perfor mances, he said.
Noel encourages everyone interested to audition for the play.
“Bring a certain amount of courage,” he
said. “The talk is a little uneducated, with a
harsh theme.
“[The play] should be an enlightening experience,” Noel said.
Staff Writer Stephen Sossamon can be
reached at onlineeditor@occc.edu.
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Classifieds
Pioneer Classified Advertising
is free to all enrolled OCCC students and employees for any
personal classified ad. Ads
must be submitted in writing
with IDs supplied or work area
and college extension included. Deadline for advertising is 5 p.m. Tuesday prior to
the publication date. For more
information, call 405-682-1611,
ext. 7674, or fax 405-682-7843.

FOR SALE: 1997, Honda Accord, V6, Black, four door. Asking
$4,000, O.B.O. Contact: 918-3618277.
FOR SALE: 2000 Chevrolet
Camaro. ABS, A/C, bucket seats,
CD, passenger air bag, rear defrost, tinted glass. Very good condition. Black. V6, 25MPG, XM
ready. $6,000 negotiable. Call
Steve at 405-417-7999, daytime.
E-mail: tray_5_7@hotmail.com.

FOR SALE: Used Sprint PCS
Palm Treo 700wx (PDA
Smartphone). Comes with a 2GB
memory card, wall charger, USB
snc cable and earpiece. Clean
ESN. If you are a Sprint customer,
you can activate today with no
contract. Asking $150. Call/text
Nneka at 405-210-2219 or email
pilotswifey@mail2web.com.

HELP WANTED
JR’s Family BBQ
is now accepting
applications for servers
and bartenders.
Apply in person
at:
1601 W I-35 Service Rd.

FOR SALE: 5-shelf white
bookcase, $15. 4-drawer dresser,
$20. Light wood study desk, $15.
Microwave or TV stand $5. Call:
405-625-1324.

COZY HOME FOR SALE:
7405 South Drexel Ave. Across
the street from OCCC. 2 bedroom
updated home. Storage building
in back yard. $87,000. Open
house every Sunday 2 p.m. to 4
p.m. Call Deby at 405-414-8742
for viewing.
ALGEBRA TUTOR
with experience.
$20 per hour.
Call Bryan at
405-203-8220.

FEMALE ROOMMATE: To
share house only 4 minutes from
OCCC. $0 per month in exchange for weekday childcare
duties for 8 and 10 year old children. Call: 405-830-3838.

FOR SALE: Anatomy and
Physiology book. Great condition. Asking $100.Call 405-2560743.

It pays to
advertise
in the OCCC Pioneer.
Call 682-1611
Ext. 7674
Call Cynthia

This
Huge
space could be
yours for
ONLY
$24
a week!!
Call for details!
405-682-1611,
ext. 7674
or
Fax your ad
405-682-7843
Attn: Cynthia
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Students who don’t pay parking fines may face records hold
“Parking,”
Cont. from page 1
to pay or appeal a fine or a
letter will be sent notifying
them that the fine has not
been paid.
A Safety and Security
hold will then be placed on
the student’s records until

the fine is paid.
Sloas said the hold could
prevent the student from
enrolling or using on-campus facilities.
According to the “Campus Traffic and Parking
Regulations” manual, any
fines may be paid in the
Bursar’s Office.

“When a fine is paid, a
receipt will be issued and
the Safety and Security Department notified. Once all
fines have been paid, all
restrictions on the person
will be removed.”
Staff Writer Dillon Hart
can be reached at Staff
Writer2@occc.edu.

“When a fine is paid, a receipt will be issued
and the Safety and Security Department
notified. Once all fines have been paid, all
restrictions on the person will be removed.”
—Ike Sloas
Safety and Security Director

YOU AND A FRIEND ARE INVITED
TO ATTEND A SPECIAL SCREENING
INVITE YOU AND A FRIEND
TO ATTEND A SPECIAL SCREENING

Classified Ads F R E E
to students, faculty,
& staff. Go by the
Pioneer office (2M6)
and fill out
a classified form by
5 p.m. Tuesday
for the next issue.

Thursday, August 21, 7:30 p.m.
Harkins Bricktown 16

Wednesday, August 20, 7:30 p.m.
Harkins Bricktown 16

Supplies are limited. Complimentary passes are
available in the Pioneer office 2M6 MB on a firstcome, first-serve basis. One admit-two pass per
person with a valid OCCC ID. No purchase necessary.

Supplies are limited. Complimentary passes are
available in the Pioneer office 2M6 MB on a firstcome, first-serve basis. One admit-two pass per
person with a valid OCCC ID. No purchase necessary.

IN THEATERS FRIDAY, AUGUST 22

www.occc.edu/pioneer

IN THEATERS FRIDAY, AUGUST 22

