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Summer aid
money still
available

Interesting reading

June 30 deadline approaching
By Matt Bishop
Editor
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Nha Hoang, computer science major, relaxes in the college library during the first week of classes.
Library hours for the summer semester are: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m Saturday, 7:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, and 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday.

Test Center rules enforced
By Chris Lusk
Staff Writer

T

he Test Center is stepping up its enforcement of the rules this summer, said Testing and Assessment Services Director Jim Ellis.
Without exception, students wanting to take
tests at the Testing Center will be required to
have their ID cards, Ellis said.
Previously, he said, students were able to receive a day pass from the Records Desk and
use it to gain access into the Testing Center.
The day pass is a piece of paper verifying a
student’s enrollment in classes.
Ellis said the only reason the Testing Center
was able to accept day passes was because the
student ID number was on it.
Test Center employees could manually enter
a student’s ID number and pull up information on the student.
From there, they would have to determine
which class and test the student needed.
This posed as a problem because anyone

“You don’t go to work without your
tools. Don’t come to take your test if
you don’t have everything you need. ID
included.”
—Jim Ellis
Testing and Assessment
Services Director
could take another student’s day pass and take
a test for them, Ellis said.
“There’s no telling how many hands those day
passes could pass through,” he said. “As of now,
day passes are defunct.”
Students with misplaced ID cards said the
day pass was a more favorable system rather
than paying to have a new ID card reissued.
“I’ve had to replace my ID four times now,”
said business major Adam Gilespie. “After the
first time you replace it, it’s 10 bucks each time.
That’s a lot of
See “Test Center,” page 12
money.

The deadline to file for summer financial aid
is looming, said Student Financial Support
Services Dean Harold Case. Many students may
be surprised to learn they still have a couple of
weeks to apply.
“It’s not too late yet, but students need to
apply quickly,” he said.
Students have until June 30 to file for 20072008 financial aid for the summer semester,
he said.
Students can receive financial aid for the
summer, even though the funds may not arrive until the summer semester is over.
Case said students who file before the June
30 deadline are eligible to receive financial aid
only for the summer semester, because the
summer term is the end of the annual financial aid cycle.
Students wanting to file for fall semester financial aid will need to file a separate application that applies to the next academic year, he
said.
Students have been able to file for the fall
2008, and spring and summer 2009 semesters since Jan. 1.
“Students can apply for fall tuition up to eight
months before the fall semester,” Case said.
Jan. 1 was the first day of the 18-month 20082009 cycle. The cycle runs from Jan. 1, 2008,
to June 30, 2009.
During that time, students can use the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid to apply
for any semester within that timeframe, he said.
Case said it’s important that students apply
for fall financial aid early for many reasons:
•Students may encounter errors while filling
out their applications or may not file with the
right documents.
•The earlier students apply, the more time
they have to contact the Financial Aid Office to
see what the problem may be.
•The U.S. Department of Education may flag
some applications for verification purposes.
Case said he is not certain what criteria the
department chooses to flag, but they may flag
them due to inc o n s i s t e n c i e s See “Financial aid,” page 12
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Editorial and Opinion
Editorial

Eight weeks to
stay focused
Although summer time is a great season to
kick back and relax, students at OCCC should
keep in mind the tasks at hand to stay on top
of their college schedule.
Summer classes can be a great way to get
caught up on a college degree.
However, summer can also be the easiest semester to fall behind in classes, or even fail.
As students start classes this summer, think
about this: If you are already taking up part
of the summer, you might as well stick it
through until the end.
The semester isn’t very long either.
However, many students may want to drop
the courses midway through summer and are
left with nothing.
It can be easy for students to feel the need
to take extra leisure time in the summer.
Many times this is when the semester goes
down hill. An absence in an accelerated summer course can magnify the amount of infor mation and homework being missed.
Another reason to stay on top of summer objectives is because there is a fall semester
upcoming.
It is important to go ahead and enroll for fall
classes right now.
Classes will quickly fill up, so be sure you
get enrolled early to avoid the stress of not
getting a class that fits your schedule.
Tuition waivers and financial aid should be
done as soon a possible too.
Early applications ensure the better chance
of receiving these aids for money. The earlier
the entrees the quicker the aid may be received.
The deadline for tuition waivers is Aug. 1.
Financial aid help is still available for the
summer courses until June 30.
It is important to get applications for the fall
semester in quickly.
July and August are busy times for the financial aid office and the application process
will be slowed dramatically.
It also helps to declare a major when applying for a tuition waiver since the academic divisions determine where some of that money
goes.
And, although it can be a tough decision, if
you have a pretty good idea of what you are
wanting to major in, it doesnt hurt to go ahead
and declare, it can always be changed.
This is just a reminder for everyone to give
the jobs a task in mind.
It may be easy to forget a few simple things,
but remembering and doing can be a big help
for the upcoming semesters.
—Matt Bishop
Editor

Bioenergy center gains funding
To the editor:
Gov. Brad Henry signed
legislation ensuring continued funding for the Oklahoma Bioenergy Center, an
initiative to boost renewable energy, protect the
environment and help
wean the United States off
its overwhelming dependence on foreign oil.
“Like all Americans,
Oklahomans are being hit
with skyrocketing prices
at the gas pump,” Gov.
Henry said.
“More than ever before,
it is evident that this nation must get serious
about sustainable energy
and conservation.
“Fortunately, Oklahoma
is ideally suited to take a
lead role in biofuels research and development.”
Established in 2007, the
OBC coordinates biofuels
research and development
being conducted at the
University of Oklahoma,
Oklahoma State University and the Ardmorebased Samuel Roberts
Noble Foundation.
The OBC already has attracted $10 million in fed-

eral funding to match the
$10 million that the state
appropriated to it last year.
Gov. Henry noted that
the stature of the Oklahoma Bioenergy Center is
likely to grow as the result
of federal legislation requiring the production of
36 billion gallons of
biofuels by 2022.
“More than half of that
amount is likely to come
from cellulosic feed stocks
such as switchgrasses and
other prairie grasses native to Oklahoma,” the
Governor said.
“That holds great promise for our nation’s energy
capabilities, and that
means great promise for revitalizing economic development in rural Oklahoma.”
Oklahoma Secretary of
Energy David Fleischaker
said the OBC is making
tremendous strides forward
in biofuels research and development.
“In one short year of existence, we have established partnerships with
the Idaho National Laboratory and the Oakridge Na-

tional Laboratory; a partnership with the 5th largest producing of ethanol in
the world; and a world-first,
1,000-acre farm that will
produce switchgrass and
attract the large farm machinery manufacturers to
test new harvest equipment,” Fleischaker said.
The Legislature appropriated $4 million to the OBC.
—From the office of
Gov. Brad Henry
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Comments and Reviews

Sandler fails with ‘Zohan’
Adam Sandler is an Israeli
superhero and operative who
fakes his death and moves to
America to become a hair stylist. Bored yet?
Well, try sitting through two
hours of this plot without
wondering what Sandler,
Robert Smigel and Judd
Apatow were smoking when
they wrote this script. These
usually funny men fell short
of the mark with “You Don’t
Mess with the Zohan.”
Sandlers’ Zohan is a stud
who cannot feel pain. Unfortunately the audience could,
and were reduced to groaning at much of the supposed
humor in this film.
The image of Zohan having
sex with hundreds of very old
women after cutting their hair
is done in a crude and tasteless manner. The shampoo
scenes were titillating, but
then went too far.
That is one of the problems
with this movie; going too far
with each premise.
Zohan’s archenemy is the
Phantom (John Turturro). He
is a Palestinian operative who
believes he is responsible for
the Zohan’s death, so he celebrates by opening a fast food
chain.

This makes no sense, but
neither does the rest of the
movie.
There is a list of cameo appearances that read like the
who’s who of nothing else to
do: Chris Rock, Kevin James,
Henry Winkler, Kevin Nealon
and Mariah Carey. Since
these actors were being themselves, there was no chance
of them having a bad accent
like the majority of the cast,
including Sandler. His IsraeliFrench tone was annoying to
listen to.
Of course, Sandlers buddy,
Rob Schneider, has a small

but irritating role as a Palestinian cab driver.
With its ethnic stereotypes,
old lady sex, hacky-sacking a
cat and a half-hearted attempt at a love story, there
was not much to laugh at. The
audience was too busy getting
over one offense when it was
slapped with another.
Other than the “let’s- all-getalong” theme, this movie has
few redeeming qualities.
Save yourself. Don’t mess
with the “Zohan” movie.
Rating: D
—Cynthia Praefke
Staff Writer

‘Young At Heart’ an honest film
Ten minutes into “Young
At Heart”, the audience was
laughing, at the end, many
were dabbing the tears
away. This was one of the
most honestly human
pieces to be released in a
while because it follows the
lives of a group of elderly
men and women who
travel all over the world
per for ming, as a cover
group for rock bands. Yes,
you heard elderly and rock
band in the same sentence.
The word elderly, in this
case, means people between
the ages of 70 and 92, not
just new retirees looking for
something to occupy their
time.
Music Director Bob
Cilman, 53, started the
group 25 years ago in
Northhampton, Mass. The

premise behind the original
chorus was to provide a vehicle for fun-loving seniors
who enjoyed singing. The
idea became so popular that
“Young at Heart” began
touring the United States,
and eventually Europe.
The members of the Young
at Heart chorus and their director are dedicated to
bringing the best in entertainment to their audiences,
and they do exactly that.
Their video cover of the
Ramones’ “I Wanna Be Sedated” is hilarious.
Then there is also an emotional tribute to a fallen
friend in “Nothing Compares
to You.”
The most heart-rending
scene is when Fred Knittle,
oxygen tank in tow, has to
remain seated while he

sings “Fix You,” by Cold
Play. The song was originally set to be a duet with
another long-time member
of the group, but the
gentleman died during the
week before the show.
Knittle’s still strong voice,
and the overwhelming
emotion of the circumstance brought on tears
from even the toughest
viewer.
While this well produced
Fox searchlight film may
not appeal to children, the
adult audience will find
much to enjoy.
This movie is a true example of real people experiencing real life and providing real entertainment.
Rating: A
—Cynthia Praefke
Staff Writer

An underlying assumption of education is that
it teaches one to think. Unfortunately, teaching
and learning are easier when thought is disengaged. To be here at OCCC this summer means
that you have come through a long journey in the
classroom. Some of you have been in college for a
while, but some of you may just be beginning the
pursuit of higher learning. This column is for you
both.
Critical thinking is an underutilized skill that
some may not have developed for a variety of reasons. For one, it is easier to simply memorize and
give back what your teachers have told you. We all
learn to memorize things from a young age, and
the ability to memorize is a good thing.
After all, how would we get home each day, call
our friends or complete any of the necessary daily
tasks of life if we couldn’t remember them from
day to day? However, the pursuit of knowledge and
truth requires higher thought processes than just
memorization.
Some of your teachers may have taught you that
the best way to survive in the classroom is to simply
memorize and not question things. It is easier, from
that perspective, to hand out information and to assess it. We can simply hand out lists and then match
your responses to see if you hand it all back on a
test. Neither party has to work terribly hard to get
through that process. The best way to handle this
expectation is really to just roll with it.
The real acquisition of knowledge, however, isn’t
that simple or painless. Real learning requires you
to think differently, to look at the world through new
lenses, and to pose questions about possibilities.
While learning new things—or old things in a different way—shouldn’t be as painful as, say, a root
canal without drugs, learning is uncomfortable. It
takes us out of our everyday routine and way of thinking and forces us to the edge of our chairs wanting
to know more. It makes us look at the world as a
novel kind of fruit ripe for the harvest. It makes us
think critically.
The general education courses you’re required
to take for your degree take you through this process. These classes do not emphasize what you are
to learn as much as they emphasize how you are to
learn it.
Thinking and processing at higher levels will give
your brain a workout. You will be tired at the end of
the day, yet eager for more. If you would like to learn
more about critical thinking and problem solving
skills, please visit www.occc.edu/support/
StudySkills.html, or contact the Learning Support
specialist at 405-682-7544. Thinking is a skill, and
we can help you find ways to improve on it. Come
in and learn more at Student Support Services.
—Mary Turner
Student Support Services
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Students have
opportunity to
tour colleges

Tomorrow’s leaders, today

Free tours have 20 openings
By Dillon Hart
Staff Writer
Students considering
transferring to the University of Oklahoma or the
University of Central Oklahoma may find help
through the OCCC Transfer Center.
This month, the Transfer
Center will take students
on tours organized by the
universities.
UCO will hold two tours,
one the morning of June
17, and one the afternoon
of June 25.
OU will hold one the afternoon of June 19.
Leslie Jones, coordinator
of Transfer and Distance
Advising, said the tours are
free and can take anywhere
from 90 minutes to three
hours, depending on the
size of the group. Parents
do not usually go along
with the students.
Jones said the tours will
address almost any issue
of concern to students.
“It gives them an opportunity to see the entire
campus, see the cafeteria
area, get to talk to a variety of people, recruiters,
admissions officers, financial aid officers,” she said.
“At OU, they even get to
have a one-on-one meeting
with someone within their
chosen degree field,” she
said.
She said the tours are for
students who have chosen
a career path, as well as
those who have no idea.
“We just talk about
what’s going to be the best
for their money,” Jones
said. “I’ve had many [students] who wanted to go to
OU because of the football
team or because their
grandfather went there.
“But after the tour, they
just felt like it wasn’t the
place for them.

“And then they would
choose to go on the UCO
tour and then find that that
was the fit for them.”
Jones said students on
the UCO tour may be admitted while on campus.
Each tour offers 20 slots
to current or recently
graduated students. Jones
expects the summer tours
to have many available
slots.
Since the Transfer Center started leading the
tours in October 2007, they
have been very successful,
she said.
“We’ve already had over
150 students participate…
and we have offered a total
of 17 tours.”
Of these 17 tours, participating schools have included OU, UCO, Southern
Nazarene University, the
University of Science and
Arts of Oklahoma, Oklahoma City University, and
Oklahoma State Univer sity.
Jones said students can
find information about the
tours through posters and
flyers on campus, as well
as on OCCC’s website,
www. occc.edu.
“[Students] can call me,
they can e-mail me; they
can stop by… and I’ll get
them signed up for it,” she
said.
Jones said the upcoming
fall tours will hopefully include five to 10 different
schools.
The schools are chosen
based on student requests,
she said.
“I definitely encourage
students to sign up… I
think it will help ease a lot
of their fears,” she said.
Jones can be reached at
405-682-7567 or ljones
@occc.edu.
Staff Writer Dillon Hart
can be reached at Staff
Writer2@occc.edu.
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Left to right: back: Ryan Crow, Sande Jarrett, Bachir Mahomad, John Henson. Left to
right: front: Shema Yearby, Sharee Demby, Tino Cevallos. An exciting summer awaits the
OCCC participants in the Greater Grads Summer Internship program. What began with
the kick-off luncheon at the Skirvin Hilton in downtown Oklahoma City and continues
through June, the interns will network with their peers and business people from the
Oklahoma area.

Greater Grads shows
benefits of working in state
By Alexandra Ingram
News Writing Student
The goal of the Greater Grads
Program is to show students many
of the reasons why they should stay
and work in Oklahoma.
Joyce Burch, manager of the
Greater Grads Program, said, “We
really need talented people to fill out
the work force here in Oklahoma.”
The program was originated
through the greater Oklahoma City
Chamber of Commerce in 2006.
Burch said there are a few different
areas involved.
Information about the program can
be found at www.greatergrads.com.
The website lists r easons why
students should stay in Oklahoma to
work.

Burch said many students usually
think about going out of state for jobs
instead of staying here.
“This program really opens people’s
eyes and gives them a dif fer ent
opinion,” she said.
Following the 2007 summer
program, 79 percent of the interns
said they likely to stay in state versus
58 percent at the beginning of the
program.
D e b r a Va u g h n , C a r e e r a n d
Employment Services director, said, “I
think that this program is having an
impact on our college graduates
learning about opportunities that
exist in Oklahoma because many
students are choosing to stay in state.
“This program has grown every year,
and we are hoping that more students
from OCCC will participate in it.”

Read the
PIONEER online
for breaking
news.
www.occc.edu/pioneer
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June 15 a day to celebrate fathers
By Cynthia Praefke
Staff Writer
Father’s Day is Sunday, June 15.
The first official celebration of fathers was held in Spokane, Wash.,
in June 1910.
According to wilstar.com, a
young woman named Sonora Dodd
wanted to find a way to honor her
father, William Smart, for his self-

lessness. Smart, a Civil War veteran, was a widower left to raise
his six small children alone when
his wife died giving birth.
While listening to a Mother’s Day
sermon, Dodd realized her father
had provided the needs attributed
to mothers, without the praise typically given to mothers.
In a time when many parents left
in that position might have put

Don’t break the bank
this Father’s Day
By Cynthia Praefke
Staff Writer
William Shakespeare wrote, “It is
a wise father that knows his own
child.”
It also is a wise child that knows
what his father likes.
Not sure what to get Dad for
Father’s Day?
Here are a few affordable ideas
that may help:
•If he enjoys golf, you could get
him a round of golf or some golf
balls and tees. Or, go to Earlywine
public golf course on S.W. 119th
St. and Portland Ave. and hit a
bucket of balls with him. Balls are
$5 per bucket.
It’s inexpensive, fun and a nice
way to spend time with Dad sharing in a sport he likes. You may
even find out why he enjoys golf.
•Have a meal together.
Pack a picnic lunch and enjoy the
great outdoors together. A few
sandwiches, some chips and
Gatorade doesn’t cost much, and
you will have time to really visit
with one another without the distractions of waitstaff and other patrons you would encounter in a
restaurant.
If the park isn’t your idea of a

good time, find out what his favorite dinner is; prepare it yourself
and have him over to enjoy it. You
also could cook the meal at his
house so he can relax in that
Lazyboy recliner and watch television while he eats. The meal
doesn’t have to be perfect. The fact
that you put out the effort will
make a father proud.
If you don’t feel you can tackle a
dinner, how about breakfast? Even
orange juice and cereal can say “I
love you” when it’s an unexpected
surprise.
•Take him fishing or to the park
to throw a Frisbee around.
•Mow the lawn or offer to help
him wash his car.
•Rent one of his favorite movies
to watch with him, and don’t forget the popcorn.
•Make him a card or write him a
letter to let him know what he
means to you. After all, the idea of
Father’s Day is to let dad know his
children appreciate him.
•A gift from the heart also will
express love for the man who
raised you. Time spent together
enjoying each other’s company, is
the best gift of all.
Staff Writer Cynthia Praefke can
be reached at adman@occc.edu.

The number of ties sold in the United States,
which reached a peak of 110 million in the early
1990s, fell to 60 million in 2001, according to
Gerald Andersen, the director of the Men’s Dress
Furnishings Association (which, until 2001, was
called the Neckwear Association of America). The
change of name, and focus, makes some sense:
NPD reports that, for the year ending March 2007,
tie sales were down to 44 million.
—Source: New York Times Online

their children in an orphanage,
Smart kept his family together.
Dodd felt her dad was as deserving as any mother to receive praise
for raising his kids and started
Father’s Day on Smarts’ birthday,
June 19.
Although the idea of a celebration began in 1910, it did not become a national celebration until
1966 when President L yndon
Johnson signed the proclamation
officially declaring the third Sunday of June Father’s Day.

Richard Nixon signed it into law
in 1972.
What began as one daughter
wanting to honor her father, is now
a day set aside to remember fathers
and the impact they have on the
lives of their families.
Poet and writer Anne Sexton expressed the sentiment of the day
well when she wrote, “It doesn’t
matter who my father was; it matters who I remember he was.”
Staff Writer Cynthia Praefke can
be reached at adman@occc.edu.

Unique gift ideas
for dad
Motorized Cruizin
Cooler
www.ajprindle.com
$39.99

Hot Sauce
of the Month Club
www.amazingclubs.com
$107.70

Brightfeet Lighted
Slippers
www.x-tremegeek.com
$39.95

Mimobot Designer
USB Flash Drives Star Wars
http://lab.mimoco.com
1 GB - $49.95
8 GB - $149.95
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VP congratulates students who made list
Students are eligible to be
on the Vice President's
Honor Roll by achieving a
GPA of 3.5 while carrying at
least 12 hours.
Part-time students are eligible if they have maintained a 3.5 GPA for two consecutive semesters.
Christopher Abdoo, Jessica Adams, Karuna Adhikari, Robert Ahboah,
Philip Aken, Lucinda Akins,
David Aldrich, Rogelio
Almeida, Tenesha Alvarez.
Jessica
AnchondoMcFarland, Beth Andrews,
Taylor Artman, Silvia
Arvizo, Umair Asghar, Sean
Asner, Chika Atoyosoye,
Joshua Attaway.
Jenny Atteberry, Cody
Austin, Shonda A yers,
Kathleen Baal, Derek Baden, James Baidoo, James
Bailey, Dustin Baker, Linda
Baldonado.
Athar Baloch, Jessica
Bandy, Cory Barnard, Jennifer Barrett, Pramesh Basnet, Alexandra Bass, Dana
Bateman, Holly Bates,
Tyler Baxter.
John Bayne, Amy Bebout, Kelli Beckwith, Christopher Belew, John Bellymule, Aaron Beloncik, Travis Benham, Jovita Beringer, Bill Berry.
Kyoko Berry, John
Bingman, Brad Blood,
Amanda Blume, Paula
Boatner, Christopher Box,
Steven Boydston, Kelly
Bradshaw.
Nathan Bremmer, Kaylee
Brewer, Monique Bristol,
Emily Brooks, Wayne
Bross, Brandi Brown,
Brian Brown, Christopher
Brown, Carrie Brown.
Chelsea Brown, Autumn
Brown, Beau Bruhwiler,
Joseph Buchanan, Nelson
Bundrick, Dylan Butler,
Andres Calderon, Katlin
Camp, Callie Campbell.
Jenna Cansler, Erica
Cardiel, Kimberly Carlsen,
Barrett Carroll, T ravis
Carson, Helene Carson,
Damaris Castro, Esther
Causey, William Chan.
John Chancey, Jeffery
Chandler, Alan Chaple,
Luis Chavez, Luis Cisneros,
Amber Clark, Courtney
Clark, Tanner Clift, Shawn

Coffey, Michael Colbart.
Christina Conner, Jeremiah Cook, Jerri Cordeiro,
Kyle Cottrell, James
Crabbe, Jeffrey Crawford,
Matthew Crofford, Caitlin
Cross.
Tansey Crum, Edgar
Cruz, Andrea Cuevas, Jordan Culwell, Har mony
Curry, Jessica David, Jessica Davidson, Jessica
Davis, Kenneth Day.
Alicia
De,
Alissa
Digiorgio, Tue Dinh, John
Do, Andrew Dobry, Jennifer Dodd, Emily Dodson,
James Douglas, Glory Dunlap, Jennings Dunn.
Pammella Duran, Loretta
Dutton, Zachariah Eastwood, Cameron Eaton,
Kandice Edwards, Angel
Elkins, Nicholas Ellis,
Kristina Ellison-Purcupile.
Jayson Elrod, Erica Engdahl, Paul Enright, Kyle
Erwin, Audrey Estell, Luis
Estrada, Brandon Ezell,
Christy Ezell, Michal Ferak,
Erin Ferrell.
Kimberly Ferrell, John
Fiegel, Kyle Fisher, Kimberly Fitz, Robert Flournoy,
Cheryl Flud, Nichole
Forbes, Anthony Foster,
Matthew Fowler.
John Frey, Daniel
Fuentes, Hao Fung, Krislyn
G, Jennie Garrod, Jeremy
Gay, Krystal Gayler, Gladdys George, Owen Gilmore,
Theresa Giovanni.
Sudip Giri, Erika Glenn,
Kenneth Glidewell, Megan
Godwin, James Goldsbury,
David Goldstein, Kiamars
Golmoradi, Jamie Gonzalez.
Kimberly Graham, Jessica Gray, Brandon Green,
Emily Green, Kathryn
Greene, Barbara Grider,
Angela Grissom, Jessica
Gurley, Casey Halabi.
Heather Hale, Amber
Haley, Jamie Hall, Jason
Hamilton, Tyler Hamilton,
Jon Hamm, Casey Hammer, Kenneth Hammons,
Ryan Hardaway.
Jamie Harding, Hamilton
Hargrave, Mark Harmon,
Lori Harris, Austin Harry,
Jacob Hart, Adrian Hastings, Matthew Hawkins,
Johnny Haxton.
Elizabeth Haynes, De-

“My congratulations
go out to all those
who made the honor
roll. You do us
proud and you are well
on your way to achieving
your goals. Once again,
congratulations.”
—Felix Aquino
Academic Affairs Vice
President

anna Heaton, Zachary
Henderson, Tyler Henning,
Jeffrey Hicks, Kayley Higgins, Robby Hight, Morgan
Hill, Gregory Hilovsky.
Coley Hines, Crystal
Hines, Ronnie Ho-Chau,
Ashlee Hoffman, Cameron
Hollars, Connor Hollis,
Brian Holmes, Kevin Holstein, Teresa Honeycutt.
Kah Hooi, Yao-Chun
Hsieh, Danny Huddleston,
Oba Hughes, Jennifer
Hughes, Jessica Hughes,
Brandon Hunt, Moustapha
Ibrahim, Jennifer Ille.
Raejeana Inge, Samiul Islam, Phillip James, Caedee
James, Julie James,
Shawnda Jameson, Malek
Javanpour, Brendan Jezioro, Halei Johnson.
Bryan Johnston, David
Johnston, Courtney Johnston, Christopher Jones,
Robert Jones, Ryan Jones,
Cor nelia Jones, Dinah
Joyner-Gantz.
Delilah Juarez, Erin
Juarez, Anil K, Leah
Kahue, Caitlin Katsma,
Angela Keith, Logan Keller,
Daniel
Kemp,
Mark
Kennedy.
Amanda Kennedy, Kari
Kerwin, Devraj Khadka,
Jennifer Kilbur n, Lisa
Killam, Jamie Kilpatrick,
Mark Kimble, Song-Hwa
Kimpton, Amanda Kincaid.
Kendra Kolke, Christain
Kotoucek, Toby Kraft,

Tammy Kualaau, Laura
Labus, Kelly Lail, Puspa
Lama, Sachit Lama, Julia
Lamb.
Matthew Landrum, Jared
Lapsley, Jose LaTorre,
Cecilia Le, Kieu-Diem Le,
Jared Leach, Natalie Leach,
Chao-Guan Lee, Jilliann
Lee, Debbie Lehman.
Kimberly Lemdadi, Jared
Lepley, Matthew Lidwell,
Mauricio Lopez, Angelica
Lopez, Jamie Lummus,
James Lunsford, Alvin Ly,
Tarek Maarouf.
Jerrod Maguire, Jessica
Malacane, Arthur Mamahit, Steven Manning,
Tommy Manning, T ina
Marsh, Julian Martinez,
Robert Martinez.
Jorge Marzola, Alexander
Massey, Brenda Maston,
Jessica Matney, Guiqin
McAnally, Nathan McCoy,
Constance
McDaniel,
Kennyon McDougale.
Mitchell McFarland,
Katrina McGhee, Kyle
McGregor, Jay McGrew,
Jacob McHughes, Bonnie
McWilliams, Abel Mendoza,
Daniel Mesa, Ashley Meyer.
Lee Michael, David
Middleton, Jeffrey Miller,
William Miller, Shannon
Miller, Brittany Miller,
Inderjeet Minder, Kalani
Moniz-Bray, Jason Moon.
Kelsey Moreau, Diana
Moreno, Kasandra Morgan,
Naisha Morris, Kristi Mor-

row, Angelique Morton,
Kerlin Murillo, Kimberly
Myers, Katherine Neale.
Kathleen Neeley, Tonja
Nelson, Dale Newby, Dalton
Nguyen, Chelsea Nguyen,
Pam Novak, Frank Odame,
Jennifer Ohsfeldt, Andre
Omena, Thiago Omena.
Eugina Orozco, Kayla
Owens, Dexter Owusu,
Kendra Parker, R yan
Parks, Mary Par melee,
George Parton, Adam Patterson, Brent Patty.
Jeremy Paysnoe, Brandon Pearson, Isela Perez,
Joshua
Perry,
Zack
Petersen, Domini Pfannkuche, Huan Pham, Christine Pham.
Danny Phan, Justin
Phillips, Hyacinth Phipps,
Thomas Pirtle, Jake Pombo, Elisabeth Ponce, Danielle Popejoy, Julie Porter,
Pratap Poudel.
Jason Price, Nathan
Price, Alexa Prince, Umedakhon Pulatova, Baifang
Qin, Richard Rayfield, Josh
Raymond, Nickolas Rebman.
Modesto Resendiz, Cynthia Rice, Annette Rich,
Kennedy Richards, Jessica
Richard-son, Byron Richmond, Amanda Riley, Guy
Rodolph, Erin Rogers.
Timothy Rorie, Rebecca

See “VP,” page 7
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Hundreds make president’s honor roll
Students are eligible to be
on the President's Honor
Roll by achieving a GPA of
4.0 while carrying at least 12
hours.
Part-time students are eligible if they have maintained a 4.0 GPA for two consecutive semesters.
Andrew Adams, Mohammed Aleem, Umar Ali,
Lacey Allen, Christopher
Allsbrook, David Amar quaye, Angela Amstutz,
Cody Amstutz.
Neysa Anderson, Dominic Antony, Erin Arndt,
Christina Arrowsmith, Andrew Azelton, Reda Bababrik, Moses Barrie, Prognanwita Barua.
Randall Beavers, Lisa
Beeman, Melissa Belanger,
Andrew Blochowiak, Thomas Boggs, Jennifer Bombardiere, Carlos Borja,
Cynthia Bothwell.
Daryl Bottoms, Blake
Boyce, Steven Boyd, Logan
Branscum, Jessie Brown,
Curtis Bussett, Sara Caldwell, Kenji Campbell,
Michael Campbell.
Erika Cardenas, Michael
Cassidy, Michael Challis,
Carl Chandler, Aaron
Chenoweth, Kwanghee
Cho, Brian Chu, Kenneth
Clark, Rebecca Clyma.
Zane Coates, Patricia
Coker, Joe Collie, Bryan
Cook, Kendra Cooper, Camille Cory, R yan Crow,
Darva Culbertson, Gregory
Cummings.
Andrea Cusack, Thomas
Dauffenbach, Mikell Davis,
Nicholas Davis, Jackie

Dawes, Raymond Deaton,
Jessica Deppen, Dustin
Dewett, Cuong Dinh.
Marva Dinwiddie, William
Doan, Jason Dobson, Mark
Doescher, Brent Earls, Paul
Eastland, Barbara Ebune,
Christopher Elsten, Derek
Elwood, James Etheridge.
Justin Fancher, Russell
Ferrell, Jacob Fisher, Lori
Fornal, Noah Freed, Kathrene Gano, Shaune Garmon, Troy Geary, Laurie
Ghigliotti.
Justin
Glick,
Eric
Goforth, Heather Gore,
Michael Hakim, Jessica
Hall, Evan Hardesty,
Steven Hardin, Peiman
Hayavi, Eric Heaney.
Michael Hendricks, Melissa Hensley, Kevin Hill,
Michael Hisey, Tu Ho, William Hogan, Hui Hu, Kevin
Hunter, Eric Hutchinson,
Keith Immatty.
Christopher Ivanovskis, T
J, Sarah Jackso, Lonnie
Jimboy, Billy Johnson,
Michael Johnson, Allison
Juntunen, Utsaha K.C.,
Jason Keeler, Paul Keener.
Kristi Kellogg, Glenda
Kelsey, Robert Kennedy,
Jonas Kripas, Samantha
Layden, June-Kwon Lee,
Matthew Lemley, Lisa
Lewis, Jia Lin.
Kimberly Lingle, Jui-Wen
Liu, Jonathan Loveless,
Kerry Lowery, Lance Lugafet, Austin Madden, Asberg
Mahanti, Bachir Mahomad,
Christy Marsley.
Justin Massey, Roy
McCall, Brandon McDaniel,
Calvin McDonald, Holly
McFarland, Laura Mc-

“My congratulations
to each of these
outstanding students.
Your academic
achievement is an honor
that all of us at OCCC
celebrate.”
—Paul Sechrist
President

Guire, Ivaylo Milanov, Drew
Miller, Jon Minyen.
Beatrice Mitchell, Todd
Moran, Morgan Morgan,
Arnaud Mugisha, Craig
Musser, Misty Nail, Angela
Negron, Calvin Nelms, Jeremy New, Justin Niblack.
Craig Nichols, Thierry
Nono, Jieun Norther n,
Kimberly Oden, Jacob Ogle,
Ryan Ogle, Obiageri Onu,
Katheryn Orr, Wesley Pack,
Nicole Padden.
Brandie Palmer, Min
Pandey, David Pappoe,
Nawaraj Parajuli, Gaby
Pasillas, Ricky Paxton,
Patrick Pena, Floyd Perry,
Daniella Peters, Bao Pham.
Wee Ping, David Pitt,
Charley Posada, Michael
Powers, Veda Prakash,
Melanie Remy, Matthew

Reynolds, Jerry Rhodes,
Starling Rhymes.
William Rice, Joe Riley,
Kevin Robertson, Erin
Robison, Cory Roesel,
Christopher Sakal, Yousef
Salous, Mario Sanchez,
Pepe Sanchez.
Deana Sanderson, Hope
Schmerfeld, Brian Schroeder, Joy Schulz, Doris Seaman, Dylan Severson,
Christina Short, Joshua
Shultz, Rajendra Silwal.
Luke Simpson, Roshan
Singh, Adam Smith, Ronald Smith, Courtney Smith,
Monica Spencer, Christopher Stewart, Kenneth
Stull.
Matthew Sullivan, Chelsea Summers, Christopher
Swann, Jake Swanson,
Grant Swayze, L ynn

Takahata, Nick Taylor,
Virgil Teter, Jenny Thacker,
Ranju Thomas.
Brian Thornton, James
Thorp, Shawn Thurman,
Peter Tower, Do Tran, Hieu
Tran, Kenneth Treagesser,
Chia-Hui Tsai.
Jerald Turnpaugh, Karla
Ude, Coleen Vache, Jessie
Valadez, David Vick, Benson Voong, Melissa Wallin,
Daniel Watkins, Brandon
Watson.
James Weddington, Steven Wesnidge, Aaron Westbrook, Christopher White,
James Wilbanks, Jerod
Wilkins, Janus WilkinsonRoth.
Amanda Williams, Chad
Williams, Jennie Williamson, Kyle Woods, Joshua
York.

Vice President’s list overflowing with names
“VP,”
Cont. from page 6
Ross, Sabrina Roush,
Daniel Roytman, Joshua
Rushing, Lacey Russell,
Edward Safley, Katherine
Sanders, Zachariah Sayre.
Brittany
Schwenke,
Christopher Scott, Julia
Scott, Chelsea Scott, James
Seikel, Angela Seikel, Gayla
Sesher, Narjis Shah, Century Shah, Jeffrey Shahan.

Colby Shemayme, EunKyung Shin, Jessica Shinabery, Jennifer Shockley,
Bradley Shoemaker, Manish Shrestha, Ilea Shutler.
Dibyeshwor Singh, Ashley Singleton, Jacob Sircy,
Kagan Skinner, Jenny
Smith, Justin Smith, Kevin
Smith, John Soderquist.
LaGina Solomon, Wea
Song, Michael Sparks,
John Spencer, Drew
Stanley, Joshua Stanley,

Kourtney Stewart, Holli
Stock, Drew Stone.
Jennifer Stringham,
Blake Sullivan, Matthew
Suman, Belinda Summerville, Malo Tauoa, Cristy
Teply, Katheryn Thai, Jennifer Tolman.
Kennethia Townsend,
Dao Tran, Lawrence Tran,
Hai T ran, Diana T rejo,
Michael T resemer, Ha
Trieu, Demetra Triggs, William Tsoodle.

Jennifer Uhls, Oliver Umipig, JoAnna Umoh, Jacqueline Underwood, Julee
Uptegrove, Daniel Urias,
Elizabeth Valles, Tommy
Van.
Richard Veit, Learnard
Vile, Angela Walker,
Michael Wallace, Valerie
Wallin, Rebecca Walline,
Kelly Walser, Kevin Ward,
Phillip Ward, Heather Warren.
Danielle Waters, Kath-

rianna Wear, Samuel
Weekes, Jason Weger, April
Wegner, Jennifer Western,
Amber White.
Brian Wile, Nathan Williams, Timothy Williamson,
Antranetta Willis, Nicholas
Wilson, Brianna Winter,
Angela Wood, Crystal
Woodard.
Derek Wright, Katie
Wright, Gedion Yitbarek,
Bereket Yosef, Haiget Yosef,
Sarah Young, So Young.
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Sports
UPCOMING
OCCC
INTRAMURALS
EVENTS
•June 9-13: OCCC will hold its
soccer sports camps at the
Wellness Center gym. The youth
camp for ages 6 to 11 will be from
8 a.m. to noon, and the teen camp
for ages 12 to 14 will be from 1
p.m. to 4 p.m. The cost is $65.
For more information, call Recreation and Sports Specialist Eric
Watson at 405-682-1611, ext.
7786.
•June 9-13: OCCC will hold its
boy’s basketball sports camps at
the Wellness Center gym. The
youth camp for ages 9 to 11 will
be from 8 a.m. to noon, and the
teen camp for ages 12 to 14 will
be from 1 to 4 p.m. The cost is
$65. For more information, call
Recreation and Sports Specialist
Eric Watson at 405-682-1611,
ext. 7786.
•June 14: OCCC will host the
13th annual Oklahoma City Super Sprint Triathlon starting at
7:30 a.m. The triathlon will host a
500-meter swim, 12-mile bike and
a 5K run. Cost is $50 for individuals, $40 for juniors and $85 for
relays. No race day registration.
For more information or to register, visit www.occc.edu/rcs/
triathlon or e-mail Triathlon Race
Director James Hensley at
jhensley@occc.edu.
•June 16-20: OCCC will hold its
golf sports camps at the Wellness
Center gym. The youth camp for
ages 10 and 11 will be from 8 a.m.
to noon, and the teen camp for
ages 12 to 14 will be from 1 to 4
p.m. The cost is $65. For more
information, call Recreation and
Sports Specialist Eric Watson at
405-682-1611, ext. 7786.
•June 16-20: OCCC will hold its
tennis sports camps at the
Wellness Center gym. The youth
camp for ages 10 and 11 will be
from 8 a.m. to noon, and the teen
camp for ages 12 to 14 will be
from 1 to 4 p.m. The cost is $65.
For more information, call Recreation and Sports Specialist Eric
Watson at 405-682-1611, ext.
7786.

Photo by Ryan Gaston

Participants at the Afternoon Fun and Fitness camp are eager to promote physical education. The Afternoon Fun and
Fitness camp will go on all summer from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., with new camps starting weekly. It is for boys and girls, ages
6 through 12, and the cost is $40.

Football, baseball start OCCC
summer sports camps for kids
By Matt Bishop
Editor
OCCC’s summer sports camps
have kicked off in full swing for the
summer with an array of activities.
Football and baseball start the
line up of the vast variety of summer activities for youths.
The football camp was coached
by Mt. St. Mary head coach Rone
Tempest, who returned for his second year.
Tempest said he used the gym
as a practice-type facility.
“It helps to consolidate the kids
and utilize the great facility we have
inside,” Tempest said.
Tempest said he tracks the
youth’s progress in the 40-yard
dash, as well as passing and kicking distance.
Several kids have come back
from last summer, Tempest said.

“The kids that have come back
are showing more progress because of the drills they were taught
last summer,” Tempest said.
Baseball was held at the USA
Softball complex on S. Shields
Boulevard.
Tyler White, an 11-year-old from
Florida who is visiting his father
Dave White, took part in the baseball camp.
“We learned how to throw and
catch with our gloves on, and it was
fun,” White said.
He said he enjoyed running the
bases and learning more about the
game.
“I love it,” White said.
White said he would like to play
in the major leagues. He said he is
a Boston Red Sox fan.
Dave White said the camps are
perfect because it gives his kids activities to take part in for the first

half of the day.
“[The summer sports camps at
OCCC] has worked out perfectly for
the time my kids are in here.”
Parker White, 8, said his favorite part of his football camp was
going outside to play flag football.
Dave said his 5-year-old daughter is also taking a dress up party
and beach party program at the
college while his sons do the sports
camps.
Also, the Afternoon Fun and Fitness camp has started for kids ages
6 – 12 to promote physical education. This event will continue
throughout the summer.
For more information about
OCCC summer sports programs,
contact Recreation and Sports Specialist Eric Watson at 405-6821611, ext. 7786.
Editor Matt Bishop can be
reached at Editor@occc.edu.
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Vice President switches to role of teacher
By Daniel Martin
Staff Writer
On July 7, Brenda Harrison will retire her position
of seven years as OCCC’s
Associate Vice-President of
Academic Affairs to go in
another direction —␣ teaching.
“Becoming a teacher is
just something I have loved
and have wanted to do
again for quite some time,”
Harrison said.
“Now that I am going to,
I can hardly wait.”
Harrison will teach Developmental Mathematics
this fall.
Diane Broyles, Communications and the Arts
chairwoman, said Harrison
“will make an excellent
teacher.
“She has done it before
and, if any one knows
Brenda, they know she is
organized, logical, determined and always takes
care of business,” she
said.
Harrison said she is ea-

“Becoming a teacher is just something I have
loved and have wanted to do again for quite
some time.”
—Brenda Harrison
Associate Vice President of Academic Affairs
ger to step into her next
role.
“I am so excited to teach
again I have already bought
my books for the class,”
she said.
She said she began her
career as a secondary
teacher for Jenks and Broken Arrow schools after receiving her graduate degree
from Oklahoma State University in Stillwater.
From there Harrison
worked in Student Services
and Academic Affairs at
colleges such as Rogers
State, Carl Albert and
OSU-OKC.
Harrison said she plans
to teach at OCCC for four
to five years before retiring.
“She is a genuine, kind,
caring and wonderful person to work with,” said

Susan VanSchuyver, Special Initiatives dean.
“She loves teaching and
loves math even more.
“We are all sorry to see
her retire but also ecstatic
that she will still be around
campus teaching.”
Harrison said she will
miss everything about her
role as a vice president.
“I really love what I do.
“I love my job, and I love
the people I work with,”
Harrison said.
“They are all supportive,
accommodating employees, working together to
better our institution.
“I am just ready to move
on and do something different.”
Staff Writer Daniel Martin
can be reached at Staff
Writer3@occc.edu

Have a story idea? Call 405-682-1611, ext. 7409

Photo by Ryan Gaston

Brenda Harrison, associate vice-president of Academic
Affiars since August 2001, recently has decided to take another step in a new direction — that of teaching. Harrison said
she becoming a teacher is just something sahe has loved.
“[It’s something I] have wanted to do again for quite some time,”
she said. “Now that I am going to, I can hardly wait.”
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Highlights
CDCLS Reservation Room
OCCC’s Child Development Center and Lab School has
spots available for the Reservation Room. The Reservation Room provides child care from 5:15 to 8:15 p.m., with
evenings available depending on children’s needs. Cost
for the summer semester is $10 per evening per child,
plus a $15 activity fee for each child. For more information, call the CDCLS at 405-682-7561.
Classes offered in summer
Community Outreach and Education will offer a variety
of summer non-credit classes. Classes include: Computer
Basics, Microsoft Office, dance classes, sign language,
Spanish, ESL and ‘voice overs.” For more information, call
405-682-7859.

Highlight submissions have a 5 p.m. deadline every
Tuesday for inclusion in the next issue. Highlight
forms can be picked up in the Pioneer office, located in 2M6 of the Main Building.

Read the Pioneer Online!
Visit www.occc.edu/pioneer
for Online Exclusives, breaking
news and archives reaching back
a decade!

The physics of studying
Predentistry
major
Ahmad
Kanaa
does his
physics
homework.
Students
can find
relaxing
couches
and chairs
to study in
between
the Main
Building
and Arts
and
Humanities.
Photo by Stephen Sossamon

Orientation course offers
help for new students
By Stephen Sossamon
Staff Writer
The New Student Orientation will offer a lift-off for
new students at the college.
Student Life, with the
majority of help from student employees of the college, will conduct a free,
non-credit
summer
course.
The orientation is an
hour-and-a-half long with
an optional 30-minute financial aid part at the
end.
The New Student Orientation is at 2:30 p.m.,
June 10, in room 1X5 of
the Main Building, which
is down the hall from the
Bursar’s Office.
Students can enroll either by searching through
MineOnline, or adding the
class via the Add/Drop
form found in Registration
on the first floor.
The orientation is offered completely free but
only is in English for now,
said Jon Horinek, Service
Learning and Student Life
Programs coordinator.
Each session has room
for 35 students.

“We know this course is helpful; we’ve done
the research. About 60 percent are more likely
to succeed when they start in this [course].”
—Jon Horinek
Service Learning and Student Life Programs
Coordinator
New Student Orientation
12:30 p.m. June 10,
1X5, Main Building
“The orientation goes
hand-in-hand with the
Success in College and Life
course,” Horinek said. “We
want the students to know
they can succeed.”
The New Student Orientation will assist students
with things such as studying skills and learning
where important areas in
the college are located,
Horinek said.
The orientation is set up
similar to last year’s.
“We’re going to be moving
a little faster than last year,
though,” Horinek said.
He said he wants the ori-

entation to be a jump-start
for students’ college careers.
“We know this course is
helpful; we’ve done the research,” Horinek said.
“About 60 percent are more
likely to succeed when they
start in this [course].”
Current students also
can enroll in the class,
Horinek said.
For more information,
contact Horinek at 405682-1611, 7679, or e-mail
jhorinek@occc.edu.
Staff Writer Stephen
Sossamon can be reached
at onlineeditor@occc.edu.

Have club news? Let Stephen know!
E-mail StaffWriter1@occc.edu.
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Classifieds
Pioneer Classified Advertising
is free to all enrolled OCCC students and employees for any
personal classified ad. Ads
must be submitted in writing
with IDs supplied or work area
and college extension included. Deadline for advertising is 5 p.m. Tuesday prior to
the publication date. For more
information, call 405-682-1611,
ext. 7674, or fax 405-682-7843.

FOR SALE: 2- foot Ball Python
with cage and lights. Eats mice.
Beautiful. $80. Call 405-703-2948.

CHILD CARE: Certified, DHS
approved. Trustworthy with OSBI
background check and excellent
references. Available for college
student hours. Day/evening. Call
405-703-2147.

FOR SALE; Red Samsung
Digital Camera (like new), includes 32MB SD card $80; Sony
5-disc CD player $50; Sony VCR/
DVD player $25; TV cabinet $30;
19-inch, white TV/VCR player
$15. Call 405-550-3371.

HELP WANTED
Tuxedo Junction at
Crossroads Mall needs
part time sales person.
15+ hours per week.
Will train with some sales or
customer service experience.
Work around school hours.
Call Beth @ 405-631-6714

CITY OF EDMOND
Summer positions@
Pelican Bay Aquatic
Center: Asst. Pool mgr,
Cafe Mgrs, Cafe Staff/
Cashiers, Lifeguard
Staff, Water Safety
Instructors.
Golf Course,
Arcadia Lake,
Parks & Recreation
jobs also open.
Job info line
405-359-4648
www.edmondok.com
Apply at 100 E. First
Rm106
ATTENTION:
Child Development Students
Part time position
available at
Apple Jacks Learning Center
in Moore area.
Apply in person to
Tammy
at 316 NE 27th Street.

FOR SALE: Roll-Top Desk, 52
x 43 x 22 inches. $100. Call 405603-6690.

ALGEBRA TUTOR
with experience.
$20 per hour.
Call Bryan at
405-203-8220.

FREE GIFTS AND
DISCOUNTS
on merchandise for hosting
a Pampered Chef party.
Student working p/t
to bring you America’s
favorite kitchen items.
Call for details on
becoming a hostess or
making some extra money
selling part time.
Call Jody 757-295-1517.

ROOMMATES NEEDED: To
share 3-bedroom, clean and quiet
house only three minutes from
OCCC. Non-smoker, no pets. 1car garage, washer and dryer
available. $250 per month plus
shared bills (electric, water, gas,
and iinternet). Rooms are ready
now. If interested please call Ethel
at 405-361-0251.

FOR SALE: My Math-Lab student access kit for College Algebra. $25. Brand New! Contact:
405-496-6943.
FOR SALE: Pre-Calculus 8th
edition, bought new, $100. Living
Democracy (National Edition)
bought used, $50. Both in great
condition. Call 405-740-8527.
FOR SALE: New UCO
Intermediaate Accounting I and II
book. Retails for $250. Save
money and buy mine for $130.
Will deliver if you are centrally located. Call 405-684-1003.

E-Mail your ads to Cynthia
at adman@occc.edu

Spiders; ants and fleas buggin’ you?
One call to us and we will blast them out
of your world...

Fax your ad to 405-682-7843
Attn: Cynthia
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Professor, former student charged in stun gun crime
By Stephen Sossamon
Staff Writer
The preliminary hearing
for a former adjunct psychology professor is scheduled for 1:30 p.m. July 3,
at the Oklahoma County
Court House.
Julie Bell was charged in
connection with the assault
on a Putnam City High
School cheerleading coach,
according to court papers.
Bell, a licensed personal
counselor at the college,
worked at OCCC since
2002, with her last known
contract in spring of 2007.
Bell allegedly conspired
in a stun gun attack on
Bethany Lorenz, a cheerleading coach at Putnam
City High School, according
to NewsOK.
The attack happened in
the Putnam City High
School parking lot April 18.
Bell was booked into the
Oklahoma County Jail on
May 16, charged with conspiracy and assault with a
dangerous weapon
If convicted, Bell could
face up to 10 years in

prison on the two counts
and up to $5,000 in fines.
Also charged in the incident is for mer student
Leshawn Cathlene Fisher,
who police said used a stun
gun on Lorenz.
The relationship between
Bell and Fisher is unknown.
The Probably Cause Affidavit stated Fisher used the
stun gun to Lorenz’s neck
to mentally confuse her.
Bell’s lawyer said Bell
wanted Fisher to turn herself in after she heard about
the attack, according to
NewsOK.
Bell told police she pointed out Lorenz to Fisher
and shared with Fisher
concerns about the treatment of her daughter by the
coach during cheer practices, according to NewsOK.
Bell told of ficers she
didn’t think Fisher would
do anything to Lorenz.
She said she thought
Fisher would just try and
scare her, according to
NewsOK.
Though attempts were
made, neither Bell nor

Fisher could be contacted
by the Pioneer.
According to NewsOK,
police believe Bell was the
mastermind behind the assault.
OCCC colleagues and
students alike said they
think highly of Bell.
Learning Support specialist Mary Turner said
she enjoyed working with
Bell when she taught at the
college.
“She was a good faculty
member,” Turner said. “She
was good at teaching and
… advising.”
RateMyProfessor.com, a
popular site for commenting on professors, rated her
a 4 out of 5.
On the site, several students praised Bell for her
ability to keep the class interesting. Others, however,
said she was occasionally
late and unorganized at
times.
Bell could teach at OCCC
again, as policy 2004 of the
Policies and Procedures
states a conviction of felony
does not automatically disqualify Bell from consider-

Financial aid still available for summer
“Financial aid,”
Cont. from page 1
within the applications.
The U.S. Department of
Education may also just
need more information, he
said.
Approximately 60 percent
of the financial aid applications are flagged, Case said.
There are work sheets
and pamphlets to help
guide students through the
process of filling out the financial aid form at the Financial Aid office, Case
said.
The office is located on
the first floor of the Main
Building.
Students must be admitted into the college before
any financial aid can be
awarded, Case said.
Students also may want
to consider other forms of
financial help, Case said.
There are two types of
tuition fee waiver programs.

One is a merit-based
state program that gives aid
based on academic performance. No FAFSA is required.
A committee for each of
the college’s divisions determines how many credit
hours a student is eligible
to receive.
The other is the college’s
need-based family contribution plan.
Eligibility is determined
by the Expected Family
Contribution that is issued
when a student fills out the
financial aid application.
Families most in need of
financial aid will be given
first consideration, Case
said.
He said $100,00 is allocated annually for the plan.
OCCC, annually, has
about $1.5 million in waivers that come from various
sources, Case said.
There also is a military
waiver for those enrolled in
the armed services that

gives them the rate of instate tuition, even though
they may not be Oklahoma
residents and therefore, required to pay out-of-state
tuition rates, Case said.
Case said 95 percent of
financial aid is federally
funded. OCCC has awarded approximately $26 million in aid so far this year
and are still making
awards. This compares
with $18 million last year.
Case said there are several reasons for the increase.
“We have opened up more
awarding,” he said. “We are
awarding more per student.”
Case said this includes
loans, pell grants and waivers.
“We are having a big
year,” Case said.
“I anticipate more to
come and an even bigger
year next.”
Editor Matt Bishop can be
reached at editor@occc.edu.

ation because convictions
are looked at on a case-bycase basis.
In on-campus crime, Security Of ficers Eddie
Connally and William
Busby were called May 28
after OCCC student Chris
Collins was found to be
looking at pornographic
material on a college computer. The report shows
Collins was advised to not
look at pornography on college computers.
On May 23, Security Officer Larry Lundy investigated a report of tampering
with office equipment and

a possible missing item.
Lundy spoke with International Student Services
Coordinator Sunny Garner
and International Student
Services Assistant Michele
Heaton after they each reported their monitors being
tampered with, and computer units being moved
and unhooked, according
to the report.
Heaton said a four-page
file of an international student is possibly missing
from her office.
Staff Writer Stephen
Sossamon can be reached
at onlineeditor@occc.edu.

Test Center will have
few exceptions to ID rule
“Test Center,”
Cont. from page 1
“What if I just forgot it at
home? Could I not get a day
pass then?”
Ellis said students
needed to be more responsible and carry their ID
cards with them.
“You don’t go to work
without your tools. Don’t
come to take your test if
you don’t have everything
you need,” he said. “ID included.”
In a message to the faculty, Ellis said a modification to the ID system was
purchased which will require students’ ID cards to
be scanned when they first
asked for their tests and
again when they return
their tests.
A feature of the new system is when a student’s ID
is scanned in, a photo of the
student appears, Ellis said.
“That way, we can pre-

vent having people taking
tests for their friends,” he
said. “If the pictures don’t
match, well, it’s pretty obvious and they are just out
of luck.”
Of course, as with any
new system, there are potential challenges to be
dealt with, he said.
“We have many online
and distance students who
cannot come to campus
during the week to get an
ID made,” Ellis said.
“We have an exception
system in place for these
students.
“However, even they need
to secure an ID at some
point.”
Online students who do
not have an ID card should
contact Ellis at 405-6821611, ext. 7368, to make
arrangements for test taking for the summer.
Staff Writer Chris Lusk
can
be
reached
at
StaffWriter3@occc.edu.

FREE
OCCC JOB BOARD
www.collegecentral.com/occc
More information is available at:

OCCC Employment Services
First Floor, Main Building
405-682-7519
Employmentservices@occc.edu

