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The Doors Are Open!  Sean Casey, a sophomore majoring in
International Studies, enters the college the first day of spring classes. Enrollment
this semester is estimated to have increased by about 5 percent from last spring.

SEM Center to add
18 new classrooms,
55,000 square feet

Roof, skylight replacement almost done

By Richard Hall
Editor

OKCCC will have a new Sci-
ence, Engineering and Math

Center come 2007.
The SEM Center will add a sec-

ond story to the underground
building located east of the main
building.

The SEM Center will add ap-
proximately 55,000 square feet
and will include 18 instructional
spaces that are a combination of
classrooms, laboratories, storage
space and offices.

The new center, part of the
college’s Vision of the Future, also
will contain the Center for Learn-
ing and Teaching.

Walt Joyce, project architect from
Triad Design Group, said the cost
of the expansion is estimated at
$10 million, but said he is hopeful
it will be $9 million.

“There are many expensive as-
pects of this project,” Joyce said.
“Just $4.5 million alone is for me-
chanical and electrical issues.”

Joyce presented preliminary de-
sign drawings of the SEM Center

at the Dec. 13 Board of Regents’
Committee of the Whole meeting.
Joyce said it would take another
four months to complete the con-
struction drawings.

According to the minutes of the
President’s Advisory Council meet-
ing, the project will be funded from
student revenue funds, money the
college receives from the sale of
revenue bonds.

Joyce said the expected comple-
tion date of the SEM Center is some
time in June 2007.

He said the Triad Design Group
will provide professional services
including design. The design group
has worked with OKCCC since
1974 and has been a part of every
major project except the construc-
tion of the main building.

Joyce said the current math lab
will be occupied by an engineering
center after it moves.

“The new math lab will be [lo-
cated] on the second floor of the
[SEM] center,” Joyce said. “The en-
gineering center will be developed
to help the engineering curricu-

See “SEM,” page 12

By Christiana Kostura
Staff Writer

T he sight of open
trash cans, strategi-

cally placed around the
college’s main building to
catch rainwater, will soon
be a thing of the past.

The main building’s new
roof and skylight replace-
ment by Oklahoma Roofing

is nearly complete, said
J.B. Messer, Physical Plant
director.

On Sept. 20, the OKCCC
Board of Regents approved
spending $341,249 to re-
place the 31-year-old roof
and skylights.

Some stairwells had to be
closed during the replace-
ment project for safety pur-
poses, Messer said.

“We’ll do what we have to,
to keep everyone safe,” he

said.
He said the most difficult

part of the project so far
was lifting up two large air-
handling units so workers
could redo the roof below
them.

Air-handling units con-
trol the heating, cooling
and general circulation of
the air within the building.

When workers put them
back, the units were re-sta-
bilized two feet higher,

Messer said.
“This way, any future

roofing repairs can be com-
pleted without having to lift
the units again.”

Wiring and piping had to
be extended to reach the
units at their new height,
Messer said.

Chris Snow, Physical
Plant assistant director,
said a separate company,
Glover Sheet Metal, had to
be brought in to extend the

tunnels connecting the air-
handling units to the main
building.

Snow said all of the roof-
ing work is being completed
ahead of schedule.

Feb. 4 is the scheduled
date for the Board of Re-
gents to accept the new roof
and skylights as substan-
tially complete, he said.

Staff Writer Christiana
Kostura can be reached at
StaffWriter3@okccc.edu.
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As we move closer to Jan. 30, the date George W.
Bush has set for the Iraqi elections, the entire world
has mixed emotions about the outcome.

Even Iraqis are confused as to what is actually
going on.

Many of the first-time voters believe they are elect-
ing a president.

The election’s actual purpose is to elect a transi-
tional assembly with 275 members, a Kurdistan
Parliament with 111 members, as well as select a
local council for each of Iraq’s 18 provinces.

Iraqis are not alone in their confusion.
Many Americans share different opinions concern-

ing the elections as well.
On Jan. 12, Secretary of State Colin Powell told

Sean Hannity, of FOX television, “A credible elec-
tion in Iraq, resulting in a government that is re-
flective of the Iraqis’ will, should help improve the
security situation,” according to the website www.all
americanpatriots.com.

Those who agree with Powell are still faced with
the fact that the current security situation may not
even allow the election to occur at all.

Brent Scowcroft, a Los Angeles Times reporter and
former colleague of Powell’s during the first Bush
administration, disagrees with Powell.

Scowcroft fears an election is going to further
alienate the Sunni Muslim population of Iraq.

This is likely to be a true statement. Since the
Sunni population is already the minority, it stands
to reason, they would be the easiest for terrorists to
influence not to vote.

Scowcroft went on to say deepening the conflict
between Shiites and Sunnis may lead to the out-
break of civil war.

With the way things have been going in Iraq, re-
gardless of what the Bush administration is willing
to admit, that is a definite possibility.

The U.S. military has openly admitted they are
unable to ensure sufficient security in four of the
17 provinces in Iraq.

In spite of this, Powell said he hasn’t even consid-
ered postponing the elections.

This type of statement has become synonymous
with the entire Bush administration.

Throughout his presidency Bush has always held
true to the belief that he is going to do exactly what
he wants no matter the cost.

Our Commander in Chief doesn’t appear too con-
cerned with the safety of the 150,000 troops who
are still operating in Iraq.

With all of the mass confusion and chaos, only
one thing can be certain.

The elections in Iraq are going to be an extremely
dangerous and difficult time for both the Ameri-
cans spreading democracy as well as those Iraqis
who are attempting to obtain it.

      —Shawn Bryant
  Staff Writer

Iraqi election
in turmoil

To the editor:
As the end of classes and

Christmas approached,
some students and faculty
took time off and put
smiles on the faces of the
families who were at the
Ronald McDonald House.

As part of activities of the
Phi Theta Kappa Honor
Society, the club organized
a Christmas party for the
families.

It was my first party at
the House, and I must say
the turnout was over -
whelming.

Members of the club do-
nated lots of food and
showed up early to help set
up and socialize.

It was the biggest social
event of the club and a big
success.

As part of activities, psy-
chology major Jeremy Wil-
liams dressed as Santa and
presented gift items to the
children, families and the
House.

Yu Da Kim, a student
magician, also graced the
occasion by performing
some magic.

I would like to express
my gratitude to sponsor
and business professor

Marty Ludlum for his pres-
ence and contribution to
the success of the program.

Sponsor and English pro-
fessor Richard Rouillard’s
contribution was enor-
mous, though he could not
be there.

Contributions of mem-
bers, from soliciting for do-
nations, their personal do-
nations and presence, were
great.

I am very grateful to all
who took time off to make
this program a success,
Members brought family
and friends, and we all had
a great time.

People also contributed
by dropping of donations at
the office of Student Life
and Rouillard’s office.

We sent out letters solic-
iting for donations and had
some donations from out-
side [the college].

I would like to thank René
Deloria for coming up with
the menu, sending out up-
dates through e-mail and
helping coordinate the
whole program.

The club plans to spend
time at the House during
Easter, and I’ll be sending
updates through the Pio-

neer.
People interested in do-

nating to the House can
drop off donations at Stu-
dent Life or at Rouillard’s
office in the English depart-
ment.

—Dorothy
Ackon-Mensah

Phi Theta Kappa
Vice President

of Service

Student club says thanks
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Comments and Reviews

Q: Why are there cables between the wooden rails
on the balconies and stairwells?

A: It adds to the stability. The cables also add more
protection for smaller children. That was just the
design when the college was built. The design is up
to the architect as long as it meets certain codes.

          —J.B. Messer
        Director of the Physical Plant

Q: Who is in control of the thermomostats through-
out the college?

A: We take care of them here in [the Physical Plant.]
Sometimes we are called in to make adjustments.
We call these hot and cold calls. We can make ad-
justments on site or with the Trane Tracer Energy
Management System in our shop.

        —Gary Belcher
       Building Maintenance

          and Operations Supervisor

In today’s Hollywood, any
time a movie is even re-
motely successful it even-
tually spawns a sequel.

With the success “Meet
the Parents” experienced in
2000, a second installment
of the film was inevitable.

In fact, at the end of the
first movie, the final com-
ment of Robert De Niro’s
character prophesied a se-
quel was in the works.

The story isn’t as devel-
oped this time around.

Much of what takes place
happens for the sole pur-
pose of laughter and some-
times occurs at the expense
of the plot.

For example, the male
breastfeeding seems a little
out of place, but is still
comical.

In “Meet the Fockers” au-
diences are introduced to

Greg’s (Ben Stiller’s char-
acter) parents, played by
Dustin Hoffman and
Barbra Streisand.

 Director Jay Roach did a
formidable job managing
all of the big name stars.

Every scene that contains
the headliners together ap-

pears flawless on screen.
Though there aren’t

many scenes involving just
the two of them, Hoffman
and De Niro interact beau-
tifully with one another.

Streisand, whose charac-
ter is a sex therapist, pro-
vides a substantial amount
of the comedy and looks ab-
solutely amazing.

There aren’t many 62-
year-old women with bod-
ies like that.

Stiller is funny as always,
but is seriously overshad-
owed by all of the big time
talent of “old school” Holly-
wood.

While the plot alone isn’t
enough to entertain any-
one, this comedy is very
likely to have your sides
hurting before it is finished.

    —Shawn Bryant
          Staff Writer

Bunch of funny Fockers

For a laugh-so-hard-you-can’t-breathe
experience, watch “Napoleon Dynamite.”

Napoleon, played by Jon Heder, is an
outcast teenager who helps his new friend,
Pedro, played by Efren Ramirez, run for
class president. They also both try to win
over girls to take to their school’s winter
dance.

Napoleon’s strange family doesn’t help
his situation at all.

Uncle Rico, played by Jon Gries, has
come to stay with Napoleon and his 32-
year-old brother Kip (Aaron Ruell) while
their grandma, played by Sandy Martin,
is gone.

Uncle Rico is a not-so-suave salesman,
convinced everything he has to sell is the
next big thing.

Kip is an Internet chat room junkie ob-
sessed with his online girlfriend LaFawn-
duh.

There is absolutely no foul language, nu-
dity or violence in this film, and that adds
to its lovability.

This film is safe for all ages but prob-
ably above the heads of younger children.

You will be quoting Napoleon for a while
after seeing this one. The humour still
hasn’t worn off for me yet.

“Napoleon Dynamite” will bring back
flashbacks from high school for many.

Whether you were the one laughing or
the one being laughed at, you will enjoy
this movie.

If you’ve seen this movie once and didn’t

Gah, Napoleon is Dynamite Q: Does OKCCC have any official school colors?

A: Yes. They are red, white and blue.
—Pat Berryhill

Executive Director
of Institutional Advancement

Q: Has the Services to Students with Disabilities
ever been involved, or will get involved, with
Special Olympics?

A: Services to Students with Disabilities has
never been involved with Special Olympics. The
college offers an organization called Abilities
Galore, which is an organization for students with
disabilities. It’s a good place to look if a student is
wishing to volunteer during Special Olympics.

—Pat Stowe
Director of Services

to Students with Disabilities
love it, you need to watch it again.

This flick honors all of the nerds we all
know and love.

“Napoleon Dynamite” was released on
DVD on Dec. 21. The DVD has features
such as Spanish subtitles, director com-
mentary, deleted scenes and more.

—Christiana Kostura
Staff Writer

Quote of the Week:
“What is comedy? Comedy is the art of making people

laugh without making them puke.”
—Steve Martin

Do you have a question you can’t seem to
find the answer to? Call or e-mail the Pio-

neer and we’ll see what we can do!
Call 682-1611, ext. 7409 or e-mail

editor@okccc.edu
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 “The Woodsman” is an
extremely heartfelt drama
dealing with one of today’s
taboo subjects.

Kevin Bacon, who also
starred in “Mystic River,”
plays a recently released
sex offender, Walter, who
has come back to his home-
town in hopes of starting
over.

Many people have a prob-
lem enjoying a film that
deals with such a topic, but
this movie handles the sub-
ject very well.

Walter’s unspeakable
acts are illustrated through
dialogue and what is shown
occurs in short flashbacks
that leave much to the
imagination.

This film may still be far
too much for some to stom-
ach, simply because of the

In a time where moviego-
ers expect to see computer
graphics and special ef-
fects, it is nice to experience
something different.

“The Phantom of the Op-
era” looked like a night at
the theater from the begin-
ning.

Some movie critics use
words such as adventure
and journey to describe
films, but “The Phantom of
the Opera” was a movie
that began with excitement.

In this case, those words
would ring true.

As a Harkins Theatre em-
ployee finished speaking, a
large, gold curtain closed
on the screen and multiple
lights spelled out the
theater’s name on the cur-
tains.

The production excited
some members of the au-
dience and helped build
anticipation.

The film’s opening was
faithful to the play in most

of its details. It is set in
Paris, France, in 1919 dur-
ing an auction at the run-
down Opéra Populaire.

Most of the film is a flash-
back, with the flashbacks
appearing in color and the
scences from 1919 in black
and white.

The first flashback comes
with a bang as a large
chandelier is turned on
with electricity for the first
time.

As in the play, the light
of the chandelier causes
the opera house to trans-
form from to its original
grandeur.

This scene is filled with
vivid visuals and amazing
colors. The “Overture” of
“The Phantom of the Opera”
plays during this part of the
movie.

The exciting opening was
enough to draw me into the
story.

Having seen the play and
listening to the “Original

Cast Recording,” I had high
expectations for this film.

If you are one of those
people who wants every-
thing to be faithful to the
original (be it a remake of
another movie, play or
book), this may not be for
you.

The basic elements of the
story are still in place for
this installment of “The
Phantom of The Opera.”

The stars, Gerard Butler,
Emmy Rossum and Patrick
Wilson are faithful to their
characters with one excep-
tion—Butler’s singing.

In the play, the Phantom
is a musical genius and has
a large vocal range. How-
ever, Butler simply misses
too many of the high notes.

This flaw is very evident
while Butler and Rossum
are singing the movie’s title
song, “The Phantom of the
Opera.”

Where the singing is flat
in some areas, the acting
picks up some slack.

The love triangle involv-
ing the Phantom (Butler,)
Christine Daae (Rossum)
and Raoul (Wilson) is well
done.

Let’s just say it causes
plenty of tension, both good

Flash is second to class with ‘Phantom’

subject matter.
Kyra Sedgwick, who

starred in “Secondhand Li-
ons,” plays Bacon’s love in-
terest, Vickie.

The chemistry these two
share is noticeable in every
scene they have together.

‘Woodsman’ was a big surprise
The most surprising ele-

ment of this film was
brought by Mos Def, the
rapper who had a part in
the “Italian Job.”

Everyone expected Def to
stink up the screen and
while he definitely won’t be
winning any awards for his
performance, it was better
than expected.

Def doesn’t have the ex-
perience of other actors in
the film, but that isn’t as
noticeable as one would
expect.

This film is certainly not
for everyone, but from a
film standpoint, it must be
appreciated.

However, be warned, this
movie has the potential to
be highly disturbing.

—Shawn Bryant
Staff Writer

To the editor:
As an adjunct professor, I was pleased to read that the

Faculty Association is asking for a raise in adjunct pay.
I was pleased, that is, until I read the comments of an

adjunct history professor who indicated that her pay,
based on three hours of instruction and two office hours
per week, works out to be $19 an hour.

This example may have given the mistaken impression
that, if anything, adjunct faculty members are overpaid.

The individual making the comments failed to mention
the preparation time before class and the grading activi-
ties after class.

I believe that my situation provides a more realistic and
representative example.

I teach English Composition. Each student writes five
essays and there are 25 students per class. It takes an
average of 45 minutes to grade each essay.

True, the initial handwritten essay may take a little less,
but grading the 10 page research paper complete with
documentation can easily take 90 minutes.

So, 45 minutes is a good average. That works out to
93.75 hours of essay grading per course. To that add 48
hours of classroom instruction and 32 office hours per
semester for a total workload of 173.75 hours.

Divide that figure by the adjunct faculty pay of $1,590
for a three credit hour course and you will see that my pay
is a very different $9.15 per hour.

In addition, this example still does not include any
preparation time which would draw the hourly figure
down even lower.

—Curtis O. Hawker
Adjunct English Professor

Adjunct professor
comments on pay

and bad.
Minnie Driver shines as

Carlotta, the diva of the
opera house.

All of this plus great
dancing, sets, costumes
and music puts you in the
opera house itself.

Plenty of drama, comedy
and action make this a fun
movie. There also is less
singing than you may as-
sociate with the opera.

The changes to the story
are noticeable (if you know
the play), but refreshing.

If you want to have fun
at the theater, enjoy big
screens, Surround Sound
and a spectacle, plan to see
“The Phantom of the Op-
era.”

Grade: B
—Matthew Caban

Staff Writer

Have a story idea? Any comments, questions or concerns?
Let us hear them! The Pioneer is your newspaper.

Call us at 682-1611, ext. 7409, or e-mail
editor@okccc.edu

Place an ad in the Pioneer!
E-mail ADMAN@okccc.edu.
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Students give insights on intersession

“The class was good. There was a lot packed
into a few days. It’s a good way of getting
some credits.”

—Amy Alexander
UCO Junior

“It was really demanding. I won’t  put myself
through that again. My stress management class

was very stressfull!”
—Corolina Molina

Psychology Sophomore

“Pay attention and make sure you
finish your work as soon

as it is given.”
—Jeannette Clareet
Nursing Sophomore

“They are easier because you get [a class]
out of the way. It is in your head all of the

time for two weeks — it’s all you can think
about.”

—Juan Vargas
 Junior, Music major

“Keep your nose in
the book all of the

time — that is all
you will be doing.”

—Phoebe Brown
Pre-dentistry
Sophomore

“It was nice to get it over with that quickly.
Be prepared to put your life on hold for a
couple of weeks.”

—Shannon Jones
Nursing Sophomore

“Make sure that you
stay on top of things
because it goes by so
fast.”

—Syrina Austin
Student

“[The classes] are very intensive. You have
to study every day for several hours. There
were eight exams, but the teacher gave
handouts and reviews.”

—Yi Xiong,
OU Transfer Nursing Student

Learn how to make your money work for you
By Matthew Caban

Staff Writer

Money management and
debt have lead some stu-
dents to suicide.

Coordinator of Employ-
ment Services Linda Fay
said college students, in the
recent past, have commit-
ted suicide because of fi-
nancial distress

When Ray Hance speaks
about “Making Your Money
Work For You” from 12:30
to 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb.
15 in CU3, he will discuss
debt and financial aware-
ness.

Fay said she remembers
when University of Okla-
homa student Sean Moyer
committed suicide in 1998
due to his debt.

According to a 2001 ar-
ticle in The Oklahoman,
Moyer was issued 12 differ-
ent credit cards and had
amassed close to $13,000
in debt.

“At 22, he was calling
himself a failure over his
debt,” Moyer’s mother,
Janne O’Donnell, said in
the article.

“He just didn’t know how
this happened so quick.
And he was really smart
about other stuff. But when
it came to finances, he
didn’t know.”

Fay said Hance tries to
help people avoid trouble
by telling them to budget
and be financially aware.

She said students could
get into financial problems,
especially with credit cards
being so easily available.

“Another place people get

into trouble is just after
college with debt load and
credit cards,” Fay said.

Fay said Hance is cur-
rently the Education Direc-
tor at Consumer Credit
Counseling Service of Cen-
tral Oklahoma.

She said Hance also had
a piece featured on the CBS

television show “60 Min-
utes.”

The Consumer Credit
Counseling Service website
has information on how to
avoid debt and manage
your money, Fay said.

The website, www.cccsok
.com has lists full of useful
information.

“One such list is how to
control your money,” Fay
said.

 For more information,
contact Employment Ser-
vices at 682-1611, ext.
7519 or CCCS at 789-1687.

Staff Writer Matthew
Caban can be reached at
StaffWriter1@okccc.edu.

By Christiana Kostura
Staff Writer

After his heart surgery on
Jan. 10, OKCCC’s Presi-
dent Bob Todd continues to
recuperate at Integris Bap-
tist Hospital.

“He continues to pro-
gress,” said Janice Phillips,
Executive Administrative
Assistant to the President.

Dr. Todd continues to recover

Intersession classes are classes held within a
two-week period and is worth usually three to
four credit hours. A student typically attends

Monday through Friday, and sometimes
Saturdays, usually five hours a day. There are

variations. For more information,
call 682-1611, ext. 7512.

“With each passing day, he
gets better.”

Phillips said Todd was
moved out of the intensive
care unit and into a regu-
lar hospital room on Jan.
17.

Todd’s family is request-
ing no visitors, Phillips
said, so Todd may rest and
recover faster.

Todd had single bypass
surgery and surgery to re-
place his mitral heart valve.

“We were told after Todd’s
release from the hospital,
he will have to continue to
recover at home for at least
six to eight weeks,” Phillips
said.

She said if Todd contin-
ues to progress at this rate,
he might be back at the col-
lege as early as Spring
Break in mid-March.

Staff Writer Christiana
Kostura can be reached at
StaffWriter3@okccc.edu.

Photos by Ana Rodriguez
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By Shawn Bryant
Staff Writer

Just before students be-
gan their Christmas vaca-
tion, a visitor to the college
was the victim of vehicle
theft.

According to an incident
report filed by armed secu-
rity guard Larry Lundy,
John Jackson arrived on
campus at 11:15 a.m. on
Dec. 9, and parked in lot B.
He was on campus close to
an hour and a half, accord-
ing to the report.

When Jackson returned
to the parking lot at ap-
proximately 12:40 p.m. his
car was gone.

The missing vehicle is a
1992 green Ford Explorer,
with an estimated value of
$2,000, according to the

SUV stolen from
college parking lot

report.
A spokesperson for the

Oklahoma City Police De-
partment said an officer
was dispatched to the
scene, but Jackson had al-
ready left so no official po-
lice report has been filed.

Jackson was unavailable
for comment, but Judy
Rees, Jackson’s step-
mother, said as far as she
knows the vehicle has yet
to be found.

Lundy said this was not
the first car to be stolen
from the campus.

According to an interof-
fice memorandum that was
issued by Art Bode, vice
president for Business and
Finance, this is the second
car that has been stolen
during 2004.

Senior Writer Shawn
Bryant can be reached at
SeniorWriter@okccc.edu.

By Caroline Ting
Contributing Writer

OKCCC liberal studies major
Malaka Elyazgi, 42, was appointed
by Oklahoma Gov. Brad Henry to
be a member of the Ethnic Ameri-
cans Advisory Council May 2004.
The council is the first that serves
ethnic Americans in Oklahoma,
Elyazgi said.

The council consists of nine
members, she said. Its purpose is
to “provide advice and assistance
to the governor on the development
and implementation of policies,
plans and programs relating to the
people in the ethnic Americans
community.”

While Elyazgi is a Muslim, she
said the council is not only for
Muslims. The council also includes
other world religions with their
roots in the Middle East, includ-
ing Christians and Jews, she said.

Student picked to aid in state policy

“[The council] is open to all
faiths.”

Before Henry was elected gover-
nor, Elyazgi became acquainted
with him through his campaign.

“When [Henry] became the gov-
ernor, he thought of starting some

council that would invite the gov-
ernment to be aware of the other
ethnicities in Oklahoma,” she said.

Elyazgi said the council meets
quarterly with the governor to
present their ideas and try to
implement them.

 She said one of the agenda items
is to give recognition to ethnic
Americans’ holidays. For example,
she said, the Muslim holiday
Ramadan is a day when Muslims
fast during daytime. The council is
planning to work with school dis-
tricts in Oklahoma to have Mus-
lim children be excused for their
absence on the holiday, Elyazgi
said.

“That’s something we’re working
on to get the public’s recognition
to recognize the holiday.”

Council members also are work-
ing with the Department of Edu-
cation to advise and assist schools
concerning the ethnic American
community.

Elyazgi said the council also

would like to work with private and
public organizations that need as-
sistance in understanding ethnic
American community members.

In addition to being a full-time
college student, Elyazgi is married
with six children, ages 11 to 19.

“I spend most of my time raising
my children and provide as much
nourishment as I can as a mother,”
she said.

Elyazgi said OKCCC is the first
college she’s attended. Although
she said she knows she can’t be a
student here forever, she’s enjoyed
the small classes and the atmo-
sphere.

“I’ve enjoyed it. I love it,” she said.
“I have run into a wonderful staff.”

Elyazgi was born in Palestine.
Her parents migrated to the United
States 40 years ago. She has two
brothers and two sisters.

After graduating from OKCCC,
Elyazgi said, she’s going to enroll
in the Women’s Studies program
at the University of Oklahoma.

Privacy act helps students

Malaka Elyazgi

By Richard Hall
Editor

Your parents can’t see
your grades — if you don’t
want them to.

The Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act is a
federal law that protects the
privacy of student educa-
tion records.

On Jan. 12, an OKCCC
WOW Faculty and Staff ac-
tivity was held and it spoke
to members of the faculty
about FERPA and its guide-
lines.

FERPA regulates the re-
lease of student education
records to the public and,
since it went into effect in
1976, schools can be penal-
ized if they make such
records public. According
to www.ed.gov, the law ap-
plies to all schools that re-
ceive funds under an appli-
cable program of the U.S.
Department of Education.
This would include OKCCC
and most other schools in
Oklahoma.

According to the Student

Press Law Center, if a
school discloses any stu-
dent education informa-
tion, it can lose federal fi-
nancial aid funds. The Stu-
dent Press Law Center also
said, according to Depart-
ment of Education officials,
no university has ever been
punished because of a
FERPA violation.

John Richardson, direc-
tor of Computer Systems
Development, attended the
WOW activity. He said he
understands why FERPA
exists and agrees with it.

“It’s not here to antago-
nize parents,” Richardson
said. “It’s here to protect
the privacy of students.”

Richardson said he’s
never had a problem with
parents and their children’s
records since he began
working here.

“I guess I’m just lucky,”
he said.

According to the Univer-
sity of Miami website,
FERPA defines an educa-
tion record as “those
records, files, documents
and other materials that
contain information di-

rectly related to a student
and are maintained by an
educational agency or insti-
tution or by a person act-
ing for such agency of in-
stitution.” This would in-
clude transcripts and other
records which were ob-
tained from a student’s pre-
vious school.

Students who are cur-
rently enrolled in a higher
education program, regard-
less of age, are protected
under FERPA.

According to the website
for the University of Pitts-
burgh, there are some ex-
ceptions which allow other
parties to be permitted ac-
cess to a student’s records
without his or her written
consent.

School officials who have
legitimate education inter-
ests, parents of a depen-
dent student and the issuer
of a judicial order or sub-
poena have the right to be
permitted access without
the student’s written con-
sent.

Editor Richard Hall can be
reached at editor@okccc
.edu

Do you have a story idea?

e-mail Richard Hall at editor@okccc,edu

Photo by Ann Lushbough
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Worms wiggle
their way into
Child Center

Cara Drummond, from Preschool B, reads her favorite book
in a comfy corner of the preschool's pretend library.

By Christiana Kostura
Staff Writer

The children at OKCCC’s Child Development Cen
ter and Lab School are busy learning all about
families, babies, libraries and worms.

Infants and toddlers ages 3-months-old to 3-years-old
have been studying how families work for the past two
months.

On Jan. 19, CDCLS concluded the family study seg-
ment with a potluck style dinner with the children’s fami-
lies.

The Preschool A class has been working on a worm
project.

OKCCC student Laney Ketring brought worms to the
class. Ketring is working toward an associate degree in
child development.

The children will be delivering the worms to their new
home in the center’s outdoor garden, Ketring said.

The Preschool B class has been studying libraries.
The children built a mock library in their classroom all

the way down to sections.
Other classmates will check out books from the Pre-

school B class to learn how the library process works.
For more information about the center, visit the CDCLS

online at www.okccc.edu.

Rameen Zubair and Ana Kobriger of Preschool A, hold up worms that will be given a new home
in the garden outside of the Child Development Center and Lab School. The worm study was
part of  Child Development major Laney Ketring’s supervised lab class at OKCCC.

Z’Lexus
Williams from
the toddler
classroom
introduces the
family of dolls
the class
used to learn
all about
families.

Photos by Ana Rodriguez



Sports
UPCOMING
INTRAMURALS

•Feb. 7 and 11 : A
basketball shooting
contest called Shoot
Out Madness takes
place on Monday, Feb.
7, and Friday, Feb. 11,
in the gym. There will
be free throw, three-
point and spot-shooting
contests. For more
information call 682-
1611, ext. 7786.

•Feb. 8: The spring
season for Men’s and
Women’s Intramural 5-
on-5 basketball begins.
Games are from 2 to 5
p.m. on Tuesdays and
Thursdays in the gym.
Call 682-1611, ext.
7786, for more informa-
tion.

•Feb. 21 and 25 : An
intramural table tennis
tournament will be held
from 2 to 4 p.m. in the
gym. It is open to all
currently-enrolled
OKCCC students with a
validated ID card. For
more information call
682-1611, ext. 7786.

YOUTH SPORTS

•Feb. 24: Sign-up
deadline for the out-
door Pee Wee Soccer
League for ages four to
11 years old. The cost
is $55 and includes
team T-shirt. Games
will be played on
Thursdays and Satur-
days from March 24 to
April 30. For more
information call 682-
1611, ext. 7786. 

•April 7 : Sign-up
deadline for Mighty
Midgets T-Ball League
for ages four to seven.
The cost is $60 which
includes team T-shirt
and cap. Games are on
Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from May 3 to
June 10.

Wall of Fame offers new reward
for intramural sports champions

Photo by Ana Rodriguez

Here to pump you up:  OKCCC student Mohammad Heidari lifts weights in the Wellness
Center. The Wellness Center is open from 6 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Monday through Friday and 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. For more information call 682-7560.

By Matthew Caban
Staff Writer

For extended recognition
of intramural sports win-
ners and to add some eye
candy to the Wellness Cen-
ter, Recreation and Com-
munity Services has re-
cently added a Wall of
Fame.

“It’s a wall that recog-
nizes the winners of indi-
vidual and team intramu-
rals,” Community Educa-
tion and Health Specialist
Eric Watson said.

“Tracy Wheeler [director
of Recreation and Commu-
nity Services] put out the
idea of recognizing the in-
tramural participants by
putting up a banner and
plaques,” he said.

“We also will take a photo
of [the winners] and put
their name on it on the
wall.

Watson said the wall is
an extra form of recogni-
tion.

“Some players want tro-
phies, but I haven’t seen
intramural programs give
away trophies,” he said.

Watson said he and
Wheeler are looking for a
company to sponsor the
wall.

Watson said he would
like a sponsor to donate the
plaques and a banner.

He said the plaques

would be a permanent
place for the winners of
team intramurals to be lo-
cated.

 “Some of the plaques are
for basketball, volleyball,
flag football, soccer and
softball,” Watson said.

The first “inductees” to
the Wall of Fame are the
2004 Flag Football cham-
pions, Team Punishment.

 They won the champion-
ship on Oct. 17 by the score
of 35 to 8 over the Shock-

ers.
“Its all right that the pic-

ture is up,” said Chris
Bales, captain of Team
Punishment.

“Maybe by seeing the
plaques, more people will
want to play,” he said.

“I did have a good time
putting a team together. We
had fun and that’s why we
won.”

Watson said he hopes
more students, like Bales,
experience the fun of intra-

murals.
“I think it would do a lot

for the spirit of the college
to recognize winners,” he
said.

“You have former athletes
who come to the college
who look for sports. With
this not being a sports-
driven college, it is some-
times difficult to get people
involved.”

Sports Writer Matthew
Caban can be reached at
Staff Writer1@okccc.edu.

Time to kick off spring soccer season
By Matthew Caban

Staff Writer

It’s a common myth that
OKCCC athletes don’t com-
pete with other college
teams, said Eric Watson,
Community Education and
health specialist.

Such an assumption is
wrong, Watson said.

“We have a club soccer
team that competes against
students from other col-
leges,” he said.

“Registration is going on
right now and the cost is
$30 per player.”

Watson said there is a
cost because the club soc-
cer team is part of a re-
gional league, the College
Club Soccer Association.

Jalal Daneshfar, presi-

dent of the Oklahoma Soc-
cer Association, said teams
registered for the fall se-
mester can play in the
spring.

He said five teams from
four colleges [University of
Oklahoma, University of
Central Oklahoma, Rose
State College and Okla-
homa State University] will
join the team from OKCCC
this spring.

Daneshfar said the sea-
son begins Saturday, Feb.
26. New players can sign
up until the fourth game on
March 26.

He said each school must
host at least one game.

Watson said he is excited
to host the games as soon
as possible.

Sports Writer Matthew
Caban can be reached at
Staff Writer1@okccc.edu.
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By Mark D. Allen
News Writing I Student

Students may tour China
this summer and earn col-
lege credit at the same time.

Vijay Ramachandran,
business professor, will
lead a group through
China. This trip is open to
students of all areas of
study as well as faculty and
staff.

This 11-day trip is one of
learning and observing.

“It’s an opportunity for
those involved to see first-
hand China’s growing
market economy,” Rama-
chandran said.

By Stephanie
Tiner-Daeges

News Writing I Student

A furry, four-legged mem-
ber has joined the Abilities
Galore Club. He is the
hearing dog of student
Amanda Smith.

On Nov. 12, Smith re-
ceived this specially trained
dog after a long wait.

The dog is a 15-pound
mixed terrier.

 Smith said she under-
stands people think he’s
cute, but would like to re-

Hearing dog provides aid to student

Visit China for college credit

mind everyone that this dog
is not just a pet. He is a
working service dog. She
said to please ask her be-
fore getting friendly with
the dog.

“He is a working animal,”
said Rose Harris, Abilities
Galore Club president.
“Don’t pet him because he
is working.”

When the dog has his or-
ange vest on, he is work-
ing. He is trained to hear
alarms, telephones, door-
bells, a crying baby, cars
and any sound that may
indicate an emergency or
danger to Smith.

Smith said she is not tell-
ing anyone the dog’s name
right now because he is still
training and calling his
name could cause the dog
to be distracted.

If the dog becomes dis-
tracted, Smith said, she
could be in danger.

Smith said this special
furry friend came from a
non-profit organization
called International Hear-
ing Dog Inc.

The organization is lo-
cated in Henderson, Colo.
Since 1979, the organiza-
tion has trained and placed
more than 900 hearing

dogs.
To qualify for a hearing

dog, prospective owners
must be adults over 18
years of age, have at least
a 65 decibel hearing loss,
live alone or with other deaf
or hard-of- hearing people,
have no other dogs and be
willing to take care of a
hearing dog.

“If people ask me about
him, I am able to provide
the International Hearing
Dog Inc. information,”
Smith said.

More information about
these trained dogs can be
found at www.ihdi.org.

OKCCC classes
offered in new
downtown library

By John Savage
News Writing I Student

College classes are now available at the public library
in downtown Oklahoma City.

OKCCC is participating with four other colleges and
universities to offer classes at the Ronald J. Norick Li-
brary located at the intersection of Park and Hudson av-
enues.

Rose State College, Redlands Community College, Okla-
homa State University in Oklahoma City and the Univer-
sity of Central Oklahoma are the other four colleges par-
ticipating in the Downtown College Consortium.

“The enrollment is open,” said Gary Davidson, Down-
town College Consortium director and OKCCC adjunct
professor.

OKCCC students can enroll one of three ways. They
may enroll online, downtown at the consortium or at the
OKCCC campus.

Most of the  classes offered at the Consortium are sopho-
more level classes, Davidson said.

“We are trying something new this spring,” Davidson
said. “We will have three sociology classes that will be
held on Saturdays.”

The three new classes are Death, Dying and Grief which
began Jan. 22, Minorities, Ethnicity and Cultural Diver-
sity starting Feb. 26 and Sociology of Aging beginning
April 8.

Davidson said he feels the classes will be helpful to
students.

“Students working downtown would be able to attend
class at noon or after work,” Davidson said.

“The library has only been open for a few months so we
need to get the word out.”

For a complete listing of classes and schedules, log on
to the Downtown College Consortium’s website at
www.downtowncollege.com.

Photo
courtesy
of Lewis
Wilson

Business
professors
Marty
Ludlum
(center)
and Vijay
Rama-
chandran
(right)
lead a
group of
OKCCC
students
through
China
last
summer.

Those chosen to go will be
able to compare and con-
trast Chinese business
with American business.
Students will have a chance
to interact with Chinese
students and learn the dif-
ferences in daily activities.

While this trip is open to
all, students receive the
best deal. While in China,
if students choose, they can
be earning college credit.

Course options include
International Marketing,
Capstone, Macroeconomics
and possibly a business
special topics course.

Ramachandran hopes to
take anywhere from 15 to
50 students and staff.

According to business

professor Marty Ludlum’s
website, the cost is $2,300
per person.

These costs include air-
fare, hotel for the entire
trip, a tour of the Great Wall
and Ming Tombs, all break-
fasts, some evening meals
and travel.

Ludlum’s site also notes
souvenirs, some evening
meals and tuition are not
included in the cost.

Interested individuals
should complete an appli-
cation no later than Satur-
day, March 5.

Any further questions
should be forwarded to pro-
fessor Vijay Ramachandran
in the business division of-
fice.

Photo by Ana Rodriguez

OKCCC student Amanda
Smith with her hearing dog.
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Highlights
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance available

Free tax help will be available to students and commu-
nity members from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday to Thursday
beginning Jan. 24, in the Student Life Office. This service
is open to all, but intended for students and low- to mod-
erate- income people who cannot prepare their own tax
returns.  For more information contact Student Life at 682-
1611, ext. 7523.

Employment Services offers networking seminar
For those interested in making professional contacts

while searching for a job, Employment Services offers a
seminar entitled, “Networking and the Job Search” from
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 25, in CU3. Rebecca
Conner, a counselor at the Francis Tuttle Institute, will lead
the seminar. Conner will discuss what networking is and
how it is connected to the job search. For more informa-
tion contact Employment Services at 682-1611, ext. 7519.

Student Clubs and Organizations Fair
If you are new to campus or just want to find out what

activities are happening, visit the Clubs and Organizations
Fair anytime from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan.
27, and Thursday, Jan. 28, in the general dining area of
the college union. This is a great opportunity to meet new
people or join a student club or organization. For more
information contact Student Life at 682-1611, ext. 7523.

College Democrats to meet
For those interested in politics, the College Democrats

are holding a meeting from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 2, in room 3K2 of the main building. Anyone is
welcome to attend. For more information contact sponsor
David Charlson at 682-1611, ext. 7638.

Spring volunteer opportunities available
 Student Life has announced a new service initiative,

OKCCC Cares. The first service opportunity is at noon
Thursday, Feb. 3, at Southpark Care Center, a nearby
nursing home. Come help decorate for Valentine’s Day.
For more information contact Jon Horinek at 682-7523.

Applications being accepted for Fleming scholarship
The Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation is now

accepting applications for its 2005 Sir Alexander Fleming
summer scholarship. This program lets students work
alongside scientists in OMRF’s laboratories. The
application deadline is Tuesday, Feb. 15.  Each participant
will receive room, board and a $2,500 stipend. For more
information contact Shari Hawkins at 271-8537.

Employment Services Job Fair in March
Students and alumni should mark their calendars for

the OKCCC Spring Job Fair from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Wednesday, March 5, in the college union. A separate job
fair for health occupations will be from noon to 6 p.m. For
more information contact Employment Services at 682-
1611, ext. 7519.

Headlands Indian Health Careers Summer Program
The University  of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center is

now accepting applications for its Headlands Indian Health
Careers Program, to be held June 5 to July 30. The
application deadline is Tuesday, March 15. For more
information contact 271-2250.

Student organizations offer
incentives for new members

Photo by Ana Rodriguez

We’re Back:  Liz Harrington, Cesar Rodriguez, Vanessa Deras, Angel Riere and Luis
Martinez enjoy time between classes during the first week back to school.

By Matthew Caban
Staff Writer

If free ice cream sounds
good or you want to get in-
volved on campus, the
Clubs and Organizations
Fair from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 26, and
Thursday, Jan. 27, in the
college union is for you.

Twenty to 25 student
clubs and organizations
will have displays at the
fair, Student Life Director
Liz Largent said.

She said there are 34 stu-
dent clubs and organiza-
tions on campus.

The fair exists to “get stu-
dents who aren’t involved to
know what exists, ask
questions and shop a-
round,” she said.

 “[The fair is] a good ex-
perience to allow people to
discover what clubs they
want to be involved in,”
Health Professions Presi-
dent Chi Huynh said.

The Health Professions
Club is an informational
club for health-related ma-

jors.
 Huyhn said the officers

and sponsors of the club
will attend the fair to answer
questions.

Largent said the fair also
provides a chance for clubs
to recruit new members.

“The organizations fair is
one of our biggest recruit-
ment opportunities,” Phi
Theta Kappa President
Travis Meadows said.

He said Phi Theta Kappa
is an honor society for two-
year colleges.

“A lot of people feel iso-
lated when they first get
here, and when you get to
the organizations fair you
meet people,” Largent said.

She said many of the
clubs regularly have food or
candy at their displays.

“We’ll have free ice cream,”
Huynh said. “Last year we
had chocolate and orange
[flavored] Popsicles.”

Baptist Collegiate Minis-
tries President Phoebe
Brown said her club will
have free popcorn for pro-
spective members.

She said Baptist Colle-
giate Ministries is a Chris-

tian organization.
Largent said there are

other reasons for partici-
pating in student clubs
and organizations.

“Surveys and research
show students involved in
leadership roles do a bet-
ter job of keeping a job,”
she said.

“They show employers
they can contribute to a
company.”

In addition to informa-
tion about student clubs
and organizations, Student
Life will have a table with
information about upcom-
ing campus events and
service opportunities,
Largent said.

“What I really like about
it, is how well it is orga-
nized,” Huynh said.

“It’s a good thing at the
beginning of the semester
for students to get in-
volved.”

For more information on
the Clubs and Organiza-
tions Fair, contact Student
Life at 682-1611, ext. 7523

Club Reporter Matthew
Caban can be reached at
StaffWriter1@okccc.edu.

Photo by Ana Rodriguez
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Class ifi eds

FOR SALE:  ’96 Hyundai Ac-
cent, 4-cylinder, automatic, 103K
miles, power steering, power
brakes, AM/FM cassette player,
cold A/C, manual overdrive,
economy/normal switch, new tires
and gets excellent gas mileage.
Runs and drives like a charm;
$1,950. 524-1085 or 720-2062.

FOR SALE:  ’95 Chevrolet
Blazer. Well maintained, 4 door, 4
WD, teal green, gray interior, A/C,
159K miles, asking $3,800. Call
485-4521 or 370-1400.

FOR SALE:  ’95 Toyota 4 Run-
ner. Auto, 126K miles, sunroof, all
power, new brakes and new mo-
tor, $3,250. Call 306-4781.

FOR SALE: ‘94 Mazda Pro-
tege. Exterior is white and it is in
fair condition; $1,700. Call 378-
3647 after 6 p.m.

FOR SALE: ‘92 Isuzu Rodeo.
Exterior is a metallic sand color
and it is fair condition; $1,700.
Call 378-3647 after 6 p.m.

FOR SALE:  ’83 GMC 1/2 ton.
Runs and drives good, $1,000
OBO. Call Bryan at 922-1284.

FOR SALE:  ’78 Datsun 280Z
2+2 and a ‘79 Datsun 280ZX.
Project/parts cars - very cheap.
Call 388-5939 for more info.

FOR SALE:  ‘76 Datsun 280Z.
Runs good, needs paint and body
work; $1,000 OBO. Call 409-9571.

FOR SALE:  ‘74 JEEP W-5 Yel-
low 304c.i. V8, 3spd. New  paint
Nice soft top, 5  in. of lift, 33X15.50
Super Swamper TSL-SXs.
GREAT condition. Must sell $4800
OBO. Call 329-5642. Must See.

Pioneer Classified Advertising
is free to all currently enrolled
OKCCC students and employ-
ees for any personal classified
ad. Ads must be submitted in
writing with IDs supplied or
work area and college exten-
sion included. Deadline for ad-
vertising is 5 p.m. Tuesday
prior to the publication date.
Call 682-1611, ext. 7674, for
more information.

FOR SALE: 2 ferrets with
cages. 1 male and 1 female with
a 2-story cage and additional
separate cage. Both are friendly,
playful and need a loving home.
Approx. 1-2 yrs old. Food, feed-
ers, water bottles and litter pan
included; $300 OBO. 370-1248.

FOR LEASE: 8504 S. Drexel
Place (behind OKCCC). 2 large
bedrooms, 1 bath, 1 car garage,
kitchen, dinning room, and large
living room. Fenced backyard.
Quiet neighborhood. No pets.
$550 per month. $550 deposit.
Accepting applications now. Call
Cheryl 692-0573.

ROOMMATE WANTED: 3-
bedroom house in Norman. 2 car
garage, nice neighborhood, pref-
erably a college student. $250
(negotiable) plus 1/3 bills. 488-
5705.

FOR RENT: 2-bedroom and 1
1/2-bath (newly remodeled), of-
fice, 1 car garage with full size
washer/dryer, large yard with
flower beds and a garden, 15 min.
from OKCCC. Roommates wel-
come, $250 deposit and $600 per
month plus utilities. 740-0346.

FOR RENT: 1-bedroom apart-
ment, fully furnished; $150 de-
posit and $300/month.740-0346.

ROOMMATE NEEDED:
Roommate needed ASAP to
share a 2 bed, 2 bath apartment.
Situated on NW 47 & Penn (near
Penn Square Mall); $250/monthly
plus bills. Call David at 924-8542.

RESPONSIBLE ROOMMATE
WANTED:  Room for rent in
Norman, $265/month and half the

Start Your Own Women’s
Fashions Business!  For a lim-
ited time only. No money Down Kit
Program. Earn the use of a BMW!
Call to set up interview. 604-5510.

FOR SALE: Samsung S102
cellphone. Internet capabilities.
Lots of options. $85. Call 787-
1185 or 600-8613.

FOR SALE: ’94 HD 883 XL
Sportster with 1200 kit. Lots of
extras, lots of chrome and powder
finish. $3,900. No offers. Runs
strong. 401-9137 or 728-5795.

MISSING:  American Eagle
backpack was misplaced Thurs.,
Dec. 2. The bag was sitting on a
couch near entry 14 (close to the
science lab). My PASSPORT was
inside the bag (passport #:
KA346486). If anyone has found
or finds my bag or passport,
please turn  it in at the college
information desk or the security
office. Call Atif with any additional
information at 850-3579.

FOR SALE:  Wood framed
water bed with all accessories
necessary, $350 OBO. Contact
Lesley at 826-9705 or e-mail at
Lesley2003h@hotmail.com.

FOR SALE:  Brand new Sector
9 Pintail longboard. Great down-
hill carving board and good for
cruising around town. Perfect
condition, $120. 820-1034.

FOR SALE:  2 Sony X-Plode
12” subwoofers with box, $180. 2
Kicker Comp. VR 12” subwoofers
with box, $200. 1,000 watt X-
plode amp with bass boost
controller, $150 OBO. 409-9571.

 WANTED: 4’ X 8’ enclosed
utility trailer. Call 682-1611, ext.
7641, (daytime) or 681-3618
(evenings and weekends.)

FOR SALE:  Satellite dish, $10.
Wooden coffee table, $10.  Kodak
2.0 MP camera, $40. 414-7070.

bills. Call Cara at 701-5958.

Trainer position. Must have BA in
social work/psychology or related
field. Experience a plus! 1 Office
Assistant , Span/Eng bilingual, no
degree required, typing and com-
puter skills a must; Immuniza-
tion  Coordinator , bilingual/FT/
experience in working with fami-
lies. No degree required but help-
ful; Administrative Assistant , BA
in Human Resource Manage-
ment/Business or related field.
Must be skilled in organizing re-
sources and establishing priori-
ties, ability to train personnel on
established agency policies and
keep organized personnel
records. Knowledge of computer-
ized information systems used in
human resource applications and
advanced verbal and written com-
munication skills a plus! Submit
resume to LCDA 420 S.W. 10th
St. OKC, OK. 73109. Applications
available at the same location.

BOOKS FOR SALE: AHP 1013
Medical Terminology, $50; AOT
1713 Beginning Word Process-

EGG DONORS NEEDED: Are
you a female age 21-30? North-
west Egg Donation is working with
couples in the Oklahoma City
area as well as throughout the
U.S. who are seeking egg donors.
Would you like to help a couple’s
dream come true, travel with all
expenses paid as well as earn be-
tween $4,000 to $5,000 compen-
sation? For more info log onto our
website at www.northwestegg
donation.com or call 208-866-
6491.

FOR SALE: Solid Pine Bed-
room Suite: headboard, footboard
and rails (king or queen), dresser
and mirror, night stand; $175 OBO.
680-7513 or 550-4866.

$60. Call 990-2590.
FREE: Classified ads are free

to all students, faculty and staff.
Drop your ad by 2M6 of the main
building or e-mail your ad to
ADMAN@okccc.edu.

Part-time Clerical Work: Part-
time, flexible hours, AM/PM re-
ceptionist/clerical for title com-
pany. S.W. 104 & Penn. Send
resume to Heartland Title 1015F
Waterwood Pkwy. Edmond, OK
73034 or fax to 340-5420.

Employment Opportunities:
Home Buyer/Mortgage Counse -
lor,  F/T position. Bilingual; Do-
mestic Violence/Sexual Assault
Program,   2 Span/Eng bilingual
Case Managers and 1Youth

ing Applications 2002, $65. Call
820-1988.

TEXTBOOKS FOR SALE:
MATH 0033, sixth edition. New -
still sealed bookstore new:
$276.35, used: $102.25. Will sell
for $75. The Skilled Reader for
College Writing I. Excellent condi-
tion, all pages intact. Book store
new: $35.55. Will sell for $25.
Richard 703-0393 or 323-6610.

BOOKS FOR SALE:  Intro to
computers $50; Excel 2003 $25;
Acess 2003 $25; College Writing
I and II $30. Call 409-1541.

TEXTBOOKS FOR SALE:
Appm. 1313, $40. Bio. 1314/1414,
$90. Bio. 1023, $65. Psy. 2403,
$60. Hist. 1493, $50. Hist. 1493
supplemental, $25. Pol. Sci. 1113,

Pioneer
Pioneer
Pioneer
Pioneer

You could advertise
here locally for $16
a week, nationally

for $20 a week.
Call  682-1611,

ext. 7674, for more
information about our
low advertising rates!
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lum.”
Art Bode, OKCCC vice

president for Business and
Finance, said, although
there will be some disrup-
tion because of the con-
struction of the SEM Cen-
ter, the college’s staff will
work with the contractor
and architect to minimize
the impact of construction
on the educational process.

“[OKCCC] students have
adapted very well during
recent periods of construc-
tion,” Bode said.

“We will work diligently to
keep students, faculty and
staff informed of the
progress on the SEM Cen-
ter project.”

Bode said the money the
college receives from the
revenue bonds will be paid
back over the next 22
years.

He said last fall’s in-
creased facility use fee was
done with a view toward all
projects included in the
college’s Vision of the Fu-
ture plan.

This is an example of stu-
dents stepping up and
making commitments to
the college, Bode said.

“By making financial
commitments such as pay-
ing increased fees, students
are helping make the col-
lege a better place for learn-
ing,” Bode said.

Joyce said team effort is
important  to large projects.

“The Triad Design Group

Science, engineering, math center scheduled for completion in 2007

Free online tutoring offered to all students
By Christiana Kostura

Staff Writer

Students can now get tu-
toring help online.

Smarthinking is a tutor-
ing service available 24
hours a day, seven days a
week in many subjects.

OKCCC pays for the ser-
vice for all currently en-
rolled students.

Students may use the
service for up to 20 hours
per school year for free, said
Reid Yancher, Smarthink-
ing sales director.

“Smarthinking provides
tutoring in mathematics

(basic skills through Calcu-
lus II), writing, chemistry,
physics, biology, account-
ing, economics, Spanish
and statistics,” he said.

Smarthinking has set up
accounts for every OKCCC
student, Yancher said.

Students may use the
service by going to www.
smarthinking.com and log-
ging into their account with
a username.

Usernames are created
using a student’s name and
birthdate, separated with a
period, then followed by a
period and the letters ok.

For example, a student
named Rick Smith, born on
May 27, would have the

username rsmith.0527.ok.
After entering a user-

name, the student must
enter a password, which in
all cases will be okccc.

Students can get help
from Smarthinking in three
ways, Yancher said.

Students may interact
with live tutors, submit
their writing for assess-
ment, or submit a question.

Alice Tillinghast, Com-
munications Lab supervi-
sor, said she has been look-
ing at the new service.

“From the outset, it looks
good,” she said.

“I think the program is a
good program for writing.”

Submitted writing as-

signments and questions
will be replied to within 24
hours, Yancher said.

Tillinghast said she sub-
mitted a question and re-
ceived the correct answer
quickly.

The college has signed a
one-year contract to pro-
vide the free service.

Funding for the program
was provided through the
$70,000 Brain Gain Im-

provement Grant from the
Oklahoma State Regents
for Higher Education. The
Smarthinking program will
cost OKCCC $17,880.40.

For more information
about Smarthinking, ask a
professor, lab assistant or
visit www.smarthinking
.com.

Staff Writer Christiana
Kostura can be reached at
StaffWriter3@okccc.edu.
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believes in teamwork,” he
said.

“We’ve spent time with
faculty and staff, hearing
what they’ve had to say
about their needs and will
do our best to convenience
everyone.”

OKCCC President Bob
Todd is hopeful about the
project and the benefits it
will provide to students.

“We need to move the

construction [of the SEM
Center] as rapidly as pos-
sible to accommodate stu-
dents,” he said.

Bode also is positive
about the upcoming addi-
tion to OKCCC.

“The college, students,

“From the outset, it looks good. I think the
program is a good program for writing.”

—Alice Tillinghast
Communications Lab Director

faculty and staff will ben-
efit significantly in the fu-
ture as a result of the added
instructional capacity,” he
said.

Editor Richard Hall can be
reached at editor@okccc
.edu.
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