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Professor helps
clarify Middle
Eastern conflicts
By Daniel Lapham
Staff Writer

T

he Middle East is currently the focal point under
the world’s microscope, because of terrorism, oil
and rogue dictators.
On April 11, History Professor Dr. Jessica SheetzNguyen, offered folks a chance to better understand the
issues when she presented
a lecture over the conflict
and evolution of the Middle
“If I had my way, I
East entitled, “Jerusalem:
would march
Cradle of Civilization, Culover there with
ture and Conflict.”
thousands of
Sheetz-Nguyen opened
teachers
and nurses
by explaining the geoinstead of guns.”
graphical location of the
Middle East and Jerusa—Dr. Jessica
lem.
Sheetz-Nguyen
She established the hisOKCCC History
tory of its evolution from
Professor
the time biblical characters
Abram and Sarai migrated
from Mesopotamia and settled in the area around Jerusalem.
She connected the elements of historical facts found in
Biblical writings to the written history of the Egyptians
and Romans to paint a picture of why the issues between the countries in the Middle East are so complex.
“I am going to try to give some kind of understanding
to the complex problems of the Middle East,” SheetzNguyen said. “These are really the core elements that
have contributed to the situation we are facing in the
world today.”
Sheetz-Nguyen tracked the beginning and evolution of
the three monotheistic world religions — Judaism, Christianity and Islam from their beginnings to the present.
She explained how Mount Moriah near Jerusalem has
played a major role in the establishment of the three world
religions.
This was the place where Abram went to sacrifice Isaac
to God, where King David built an altar to God, and where
King Solomon built the Temple, Sheetz-Nguyen said. She
said Jesus was Jewish and had access to the Temple
throughout his life, thus connecting Christianity to
Jerusalem.
“Now we have the Temple Mount, [and] we know this
was a sacred place for the Jewish faith,” Sheetz-Nguyen

See “Middle East,” page 12

Photo by Ronna Austin

It’s a small world: OKCCC students and friends gather in the new entryway of the main
building to recreate the college symbol which represents community. Starting at 12 o’ clock,
going clockwise: Mickey Kiser, Micheal Hudson, Robbie Carpenter, My Huynh, Fatemeh Tagavi,
Lyndse Loman, Heath Work, Shelby Blackwell and her 3-year-old daughter Kaylee Kiser.

Mystery virus curtails
summer plans for some
By Kate Brennan
Editor

P

ublic Relations major
Caroline Ting won’t
be going home to Taipei for
summer vacation as her
family had planned.
“My mom doesn’t want
me to go home,” said Ting.
Ting’s mother is worried
because of the 1432 cases
of Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) that have
surfaced in China and the
64 deaths as of press time.
Ting’s home is on the island of Taiwan, just off the
shores of mainland China.
Taiwan has a population of
almost 23 million according to the online CIA
factbook. To date, the island has reported 27 cases
of SARS there and no
deaths.
However, Ting’s mother
does not plan to take any

chances with her only
child.
Ting’s mom told her that
people [in China] don’t go
out anywhere these days
without wearing a mask.
She also said the numerous tourists visiting from
nearby Hong Kong create
fear and irritation for the
natives because of the possibility of spreading SARS
even further.
Ting is not the only one
from OKCCC who is rethinking summer plans.
Computer science professor and sponsor of the International Student Association Haifeng Ji said he
is waiting to see if the virus
will be brought under control before he visits his
homeland of China.
And at least one stateside
college has determined
SARS to be a real threat.
Princeton University has
issued a strong recommendation that all persons trav-

eling in SARS-infected areas receive a medical clearance before returning to
campus, according to
Princeton.edu.
As of now, OKCCC is not
issuing an alert or advising
students on whether to
travel abroad, said Marion
Paden, vice president for
student services.
The Center for Disease
Control and the World
Health Organization have
both issued travel advisories and health alert notices
that are being distributed
at points of entry for people
returning from the affected
regions.
The CDC advises that all
non-essential travel to
mainland China and Hong
Kong, Singapore and
Hanoi, Vietnam should be
postponed.

See “SARS,” page 12
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Editorial and Opinion
Editorial

Religion
evolves to
modern ways
Religion seems to be the hot topic in the world
today. No matter where an individual lives in the
world, someone is trying to tell them what they
should believe.
The cover story in a recent issue of the Oklahoma
Gazette set the picture of the American contemporary Christian movement with its headline “Marketing Jesus” across the cover.
At first glance a person with religious conviction
could be quite offended by this headline. But on
closer examination and deeper thought, an individual must begin to think and examine the commercialized world around them.
A quick look at MTV’s Total Request Live or the
Billboard rock charts where P.O.D., Chevelle,
Blindside and most recently Evanescence have all
been in the Top 10 within the past year shows the
explosion of Christian music from the closet.
Much of the traditionalism that used to contain
and separate the Christian entertainment world from
the secular realm is beginning to unravel.
Because of this blending of the secular and spiritual, traditional religious music and churches seem
to be disappearing. Maybe we are seeing another
evolutionary development in Christian traditions.
Through history we have seen the Christian
Church as a whole adapt certain secular and even
pagan practices to convert “lost souls.” There are
many examples of this like Easter, which was
adapted from pagan festivals honoring the god of
fertility and Christmas, which was thought to have
adapted many of the pagan customs celebrated in
Greece and Rome to compete for converts.
Even Valentine’s Day has its roots in the world of
pagan festivals.
One might ask what does music and converted
holidays have to do with each other.
Since the early centuries of Christianity, church
leaders have used established elements of a given
society to reach that culture.
The X and Y generations of today are growing up
with increasingly advanced technology. Because of
this, our entire world is in the process of massive
change.
The convergence of a positive message with a style
or sound of music or worship service that has been
known in the past as “secular” is not wrong or bad.
The purpose is not to join the secular world but
simply to create an environment and message that
is positive in a world that can be so negative.
—Daniel Lapham
Staff Writer

www.pioneer.okccc.com

Learning is fun, student says
To the Editor:
This is my last semester
at OKCCC. I would like to
tell everyone I’ve gotten to
know that I will really miss
you all. It has been a great
privilege to have met so
many unique individuals
including students, professors and staff members.
I am presently 46 years
old (not bragging), and was
like so many of the other
older students attending
OKCCC my first semester.
I was so afraid of failing,
especially since I hadn’t
been to school in 27 years.
I knew my major before
starting my first semester
— Computer Science/
Computer Programming. I
figured this would be a
tough major to accomplish,
especially by mid-first
semester while taking
Beginning Programming, a
classroom of 20 students
dwindled down to only five
students.
I was worried that I may
be next. My perseverance
paid off and I ended up not
only passing the course,
but with a 4.0 GPA for the
semester. My fear of failing
had diminished to null. I
had much more confidence
in myself, but not because
of the GPA, but because of

the professors that had
bestowed this confidence in
me. And I truly thank you
professors that not only
then, but since then as well,
played a part in my
accomplishments. I’ve been
a part of the Phi Theta
Kappa society where I’ve
been truly blessed in giving
some of my time to help
others
within
our
community. And at the
27th Annual Student
Recognition Banquet held
on April 11, I was presented
the President’s Award for
Excellence for outstanding
achievements in the
program area of Computer
Science/Pr ogramming.
This was truly a great
honor, but my whole point
of these statements is not
to brag upon myself, but is
a statement for those like
me that may be afraid to go
back to school thinking
that they may fail, or that
they are too old to blend in
with a college society.
There are so many
distinguished students
attending OKCCC, and to
my surprise, it would seem
that for the majority of
these students, they are for
the most part doing rather
well with their courses. If
somehow this information

could be brought to the
public’s attention, I truly
believe that more mid-aged
people would think in a
more positive manner in
regards to going back to
school. That is my hope
anyway.
And if this
submission helped in just
one person to returning
back to school, it would
have been well worth it.
—Thomas Finch
OKCCC Student
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Comments and Reviews

Iraqi liberation comes with a price
To the Editor:
In considering recent
events, many Americans
may find it hard to believe
that opposition to the Iraqi
war can still hold a legitimate position. The emotional scenes of what seems
to be a liberated Iraq played
alongside uplifting music,
as righteous as it may appear, does little more than
entertain a public already
oversaturated with half
truths.
It gives no intellectual insight into the enormously
complex situation at hand
and its implications on
both sides. To simply say
that “all is well” and push
so many unanswered questions aside with this newly
found sense of vindication
is truly naive.
My first and most recent
question deals with the significance of what we are led
to believe is a consensus on
Iraqi thought. In a nation
of over 22 million people,

several hundred tearing
down a statue should not
lead to the conclusion that
everyone or even the majority of people welcome this
war.
A few hearts and minds I
might consider already lost
include the family members
of the thousands of estimated dead Iraqi civilians
and soldiers, the millions of
hungry and restless people
that have already fallen victim to a temporarily lawless
and chaotic intermediate
regime, those Kurds and
Shiite Muslims that remember being abandoned
in 1991, and of course everyone watching these
events unfold.
As I said before; unfortunately, this is only the tip
of the iceberg. The real
price of this war goes far
beyond the economic burden and casualties. The
precedence it has set for
preemptive war has reshaped our interpretation

of international law and
given the United States a
new roll as judge, jury, and
executioner.
To unilateralists who believe our government is an
infallible force this is good
news, but to the rest of the
world it is feared that we
could destabilize the
Middle East. For example,
before the Gulf War, when
we set out to protect one of
the world’s largest oil reserves, Iraq had a thriving
middle class; today it has
all but disappeared in the
wake of sanctions and war.
Another consequence of
this new doctrine, that is
often underplayed, is the
further separation of us
from our long time allies.
After September 11, we had
the world on our side ready
to fight the real enemy—
Osama Bin Laden. Today
because our government
has chosen to exploit the
world’s sympathy to serve
its own narrow interests

the real struggle can not
budge without being second guessed by everyone on
all sides.
An even less recognized
anti-American ideology that
is being perpetuated by this
policy is within the Muslim
world. Whether or not terrorism increases or decreases as a result seems
to be the last objective in
this war; or at least the last
result.
These are the smaller
battles of this war I argue
we have already lost. I say
this not only because of
what has happened outside
of the United States, but
inside as well.
The struggle within our
country is much harder to
fight, much like the struggle
within the soul is much
harder to fight. Until we see
our own double standards
pushed on the black community resolved, how can
we expect to be even
handed with Israel and Pal-

estine?
How can we install a
democratic government
and insure peace when we
avoided democracy at every
turn in the wars conception? How can we support
the troops when we try so
hard to suppress the freedoms they are fighting for?
The answer, I feel, is just
as complex as the question
and cannot be found in the
stark terms that the Bush
administration has laid out
so precariously in front of
us.
Being placed firmly on
the side of god and our enemy just as firmly on the
side of evil may give some
of us a warm fuzzy feeling
inside, but at what price do
you surrender self examination. When again will it
come time for everyone to
actually consider these
possibilities? I hope before
it is too late.
—Randall Adkins
OKCCC Student

Indian culture through food, music, movie
What’s the connection
between an English premier soccer professional
and a teenage girl raised in
a traditional Indian family?
The movie “Bend it like
Beckham” is an exploration
of an Indian girl inspired by
a soccer player.
David Beckham, who is
better known as Posh
Spice’s husband, has been
a great inspiration to
Jesminder
Bhamra
(Parminder K. Nagra) in the
film, who is known as Jess.
The Indian girl’s only
dream is to play soccer for
England one day. The
movie is set in London.
Jess’ family lives in
Hounslow, where a majority of Indian generations

from the Sikh religion reside. Both her parents are
Sikhs. Jess has a passion
for soccer but she can only
play with other Indian boys
in the park and not let her
parents know, because her
mother, played by Shaheen
Khan, thinks that girls are
not supposed to “display
their bare legs to complete
strangers.”
Juliette (Keira Knightley),
an English girl who later
became Jess’ best friend,
recruited Jess into her soccer team after watching her
play in the park one day.
Even though Jess tried
her best to go secretly for
practice and games, her
parents still managed to
catch her and warn her

that playing soccer would
not be an acceptable future
for an Indian girl.
The movie focuses on not
just an Indian girl’s dream
of playing soccer but also
the values of the Indian
culture. Also a romance developed between Jess and
her coach, a handsome
young Irishman named Joe
(Jonathan Rhys-Meyers),
but Juliette also has a
crush on him.
These elements may
sound plain and routine

but the director, Gurinder
Chadha, has put together
the elements in a way that
makes the audience feel the
story is still new, interesting and hilarious.
You won’t only see why an
Indian girl is not allowed to
pursue what she really
wants for her life but how
she can finally make her
family understand and believe in her decision.
One thing you’d really
love about this movie is the
message it carries out to let

the audience see what the
Indian culture consists of.
Two of the best ways to
leave a strong impression
on the audience are
through the culture’s
preparation of food and its
explosion of music.
The film is presented by
Fox Searchlight and written
by Chadha, Paul Mayeda
Berges and Guljit Bindra.
Rated PG-13 for language
and sexual content.
—Caroline Ting
Staff Writer

Quote of the Week:
“A winner is someone who recognizes his Godgiven talents, works his tail off to develop
them into skills, and uses these skills to
accomplish his goals.”
—Larry Bird
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Make it,
sell it, give
money away
By Jon Holloman
News Writing I Student

The Faculty Association’s Make it, Bake it, Sell it
Sale, which took place in the main building on April
2 was a success. The sale was held to raise money
for student scholarships and earned a little over
$3,000. This was $500 more than last year.
The item that brought in the most money at this
year’s sale was a basketball signed by the entire
OU basketball team. The ball sold for $450.
Money that was earned from the sale has been
divided into 11, $300 scholarships, the most that
have been given out in the last five years. The
OKCCC faculty has nominated 15 students this
year, for the 11 scholarships. They were nominated
for their grade point, life experiences, leadership
skills, and potential. The nominations also go to
students who need the money and will use it to
further their college career.
The students will receive their money in May, and
it can be used for anything, tuition, books, or however the student can put it to use.
Faculty Association scholarships are given out
twice a year, said Melody Chambers, scholarship
committee chair. All students are eligible for nomination. Students who will receive the scholarship
this year have the opportunity to be nominated
again in the future.
The Make it, Bake it, Sell it Sale is one of two
events used to raise funds for these kinds of scholarships. The other event is the Oklahoma Arts Festival held on Labor Day.
Chambers, would like to say thanks to all who
donated items, participated in the sale, and bought
merchandise this year.

Need help or an
escort to your car?
Call campus
security at
ext.7691

Contact Kate at:
editor@okccc.edu or
682-1611, ext. 7675
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Journal lists contributors
By Brandy Barbee
News Writing I Student

The editorial board of OKCCC’s annual
literary, art, and photography publication,
Absolute, announced the list of 28 authors, artists, and photographers whose
work will be published in the 2003 edition
scheduled for release at the end of April.
The authors, artists, and photographers
who will have their poems, short stories,
essays, photography, and art published in
the 2003 edition of Absolute are: Meika
Yates, Dustin Perkins, Sam Gresham, Toni
Long, Nirmala Varmha, Barbara Gwinn,
Vicki Hamm, Amber Nevarez, Cynthia
Sabouri, Mary Ann Bodine, Patricia
Trimble, Gracelynn Allen, Kelly Clayton,
John Perry, Dylan Oaks, Jennifer Jackson, Leahna Robinson, Kristi Hendricks,
Pepe Villafranca, Paul Wesselhoft,
Martrina R. Mosby, Garland D. Mitchell,
Casey Harness, Shirley Crosby, Emily Kay
King, Sandra Cizek, Teresa Randell and
Eunice Carter.
“In addition to being published, these
students will also receive a complimentary
copy of Absolute at the ‘launch party’ on
April 30,” said Barbara Gwinn, a member
of the 2003 editorial board for the journal.
Gwinn also explained the process of being selected for publication in the journal.

“The things we look for in these
submissions are a good subject,
good writing and entertainment
value.”
—Barbara Gwinn
Editorial board member

Students and community members are
able to submit their original poems, short
stories, essays, photography, and art to
the journal until the deadline that usually falls in early December. The editorial
board then reviews each submission and
makes their selection.
“The things we look for in these submissions are a good subject, good writing, and entertainment value,” Gwinn said.
“The only limitation we have as far as selecting pieces is our 80-page printing
limit.”
The Absolute editorial board members
for the 2003 edition are Barbara Gwinn,
Vicki Hamm, Cynthia Sabouri, Karen
Hudson, Jennifer Jackson, Naomi
Christofferson and April Jackson and faculty adviser for the journal is Clay
Randolph.
Submission forms for the 2004 edition
of Absolute are currently available and
may be picked up in the Arts and Humanities office.

Career techs and OKCCC
partner for better education
By Matt Ratcliff
News Writing I Student
Imagine being able to receive high school credit,
career tech skills, and college credit all at the same
time. This is made possible
through the cooperative
education department at
OKCCC in conjunction with
Moore Norman Technology
Center, Metro Tech, and
Francis Tuttle.
Through cooperative
agreements, students at
MNTC have earned over
3300 college credit hours in
the past year through
OKCCC, said Janie Milum,
director of Student Services
at Moore Norman Technology Center.
“It was a great experience
for me, and a smooth pro-

cess to take classes at
Moore-Norman and then
get my classes transferred
to OKCCC,” said Mark
Wyman,
student
at
OKCCC.
Automotive Services
Technology, Business and
Computer Technology,
Drafting, Electrical, Medical Terminology, Medical
Transcription, Medical Assisting, and Networking
Technology are just a few
of the many classes that are
offered by MNTC that are
eligible for college credit
through OKCCC.
In fall of 2002 some 400
students received college
credit through MNTC. Between those students they
received more than 1700
hours through MNTC, said
Molly Henderson.
What makes MNTC and
OKCCC so great is “the

strength in the college connection,” said Karla
Marshall, director of Business and Industry Services.
These two institutions being able to come together
and help students get the
education they are wanting.
MNTC has full-time programs, through Student
Services, which meet Monday through Friday during
the day, and short-term
programs, though Business and Industry, which
meet normally twice a week
during the evenings. Both
programs are eligible for
college credit through
OKCCC.
“I would say depending
on your education goals
you might be able to
achieve them at both places
but in different ways,” said
Henderson.
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Earn biology credits camping on the
Gulf Coast of Texas — learning is fun
By Jennie Keeling
News Writing I Student

This spring OKCCC students are being given an alternative choice to earn
four hours of biology credit
including a lab during May
intersession. BIO 2004
Special Topics, “Ecosystems of the Texas Coast,”
will offer students a chance
to spend a week exploring
the Texas Gulf Coast while

studying inland, coastal,
and marine habitats.
‘This is a great chance for
students to earn field experience. They can live it instead of learning out of the
book,” said Dr. Tony
Stancampiano, who has
been a professor of biology
at OKCCC for the past nine
years. He is in charge of the
trip.
Stancampiano will be
lecturing throughout the
trip along with Dr. Michael
Shaughnessy Jr., a profes-

sor of biology at the University of Central Oklahoma in
Edmond.
Jennifer Reeves, 23, who
graduated with a degree in
Diversified Studies is one of
the students who went on
the trip last year. “I had a
great time and would love
to do it again. I went places
and saw things that I would
have never seen if I had
taken this trip on my own.
“I now have a feel for
ecology and an appreciation for the Gulf Coast. I

Christian music crossover
draws criticism, praise
By Shawn Elmore
News Writing I Student

I can’t fake it
The way I could before
I hate you but I love you
I can’t stop thinking of you
It’s true
I’m stuck on you
This is a verse from “Stuck,” a song
growing in popularity on mainstream
radio stations everywhere.
The singer and songwriter of the song
is a Christian artist by the name of
Stacie Orrico.
The Christian public is feeling very
mixed about the releasing of this tune.
It is possibly the most debatable subject within the Christian public right
now.
It’s about a relationship between a
young man and woman, but there is no
reference to God or Christianity in the
song. Lyrically, it is not a Christian song.
Many Christians believe that, although the artist behind the song is
claiming to be reaching people for God,
this message is not right.
J.R. Webster, an aspiring Christian

artist and student at OKCCC, doubts
the value of such lyrics in the Christian music arena.
“The mistake that a Christian artist often makes while crossing over is
turning away from the Gospel. In order to reach the lost, you must
straight up preach the Gospel,”
Webster said.
“This song is drawing attention to
the artist, not God. That’s not right.”
There is also support for this crossover.
Chris Haynes, sponsor of Baptist
Collegiate Ministries, sees the positive
side of such music and lyrics.
“I believe this crossover will open up
the market and some people will buy
the music and listen to the entire album which will point solely to the
Father,” Haynes said.
Julie Sledge, theater education major believes religious music can have
broad themes.
“It’s a good thing that not every song
bluntly talks about God,” said Sledge.
If the artist has intentions of reaching the lost through God, only God
can work through the artist regardless if there is mention of Him in the
song or not.”

Any time during the
library’s hours of operation,

one can go to the Freebie
table and pick up a free
book, journal, or magazine.
“Everything on this table
is free! Feed your brain,”
reads the sign above the
table located on the first

A $250 fee will cover all
food, camping supplies and
tents.
According to Stancampiano, 10 to 12 students are usually accepted
to go on the trip. There are
no prerequisites for this
class.
For more information on
fulfilling biology credits
while exploring the Gulf
Coast, call Dr. Tony
Stancampiano at 682-1611
ext. 7788 or e-mail him at
tstancampiano@okccc.edu.

Vending machines
playing hide-andseek
By Eric Rose
News Writing I Student

The soda machines near
the stairs in the Main
Building have disappeared.
With the remodeling
complete at OKCCC, the
vending machines are now
hidden away in the atrium
behind a brick wall.
John Knight, director of
physical plant, said that
placing the soda and snack
machines in this location
was part of the plans from
the very beginning of the remodeling. Due to the reduced visibility, the ma-

The library, good for information
By Christina Fasciano
News Writing I Student

would say that it is a great
way to learn and earn four
hours, all while going on a
fun-filled trip.”
During the course of the
trip, students will visit the
Big Thicket, tour the
Aransas National Wildlife
Refuge, travel the Texas
Coastal Birding Trail, and
tour the Laguna Atascosa
Wildlife Refuge.
The students and professors will be camping at
Goose Island State Park,
north of Rockport, Texas.

floor of the library.
“The table has materials
that have been withdrawn
from the library and they
are free,” said Circulation
Librarian Linda Boatright.
One example includes “The

chines are easily missed
when walking in the main
entrance.
W.D. Coffey, risk management and service contract coordinator, said
some people feel the visibility will reduce the sales and
Pepsi is concerned about
losing the impulse buyer.
This will directly affect the
amount of money these
particular machines make.
Donna Nance, CPA and
director of finance, said the
school is working with the
company to create signs for
the machines.
This will help mark the
machines and prevent
losses in sales.

College Blue Books” Volumes 1 through 6, which
provide an abundance of
information about all colleges across the United
States including narrative
descriptions (Volume One)
and degrees offered by college and subject (Volume
three). When a new series
of volumes is purchased every other year, the earlier
editions are withdrawn
from the library and placed
on the Freebie table.

“Every three months we
get microfiche. Then we discard paper issues of journals and magazines,” said
Jay Ramanjulu, OKCCC librarian. Nonfiction journals and fiction or nonfiction magazines are placed
on the freebie table.
The library hours are
Monday-Thursday 7:30
a.m. to 11 p.m., Friday 7:30
a.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The library is closed on Sunday.
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Lorelei Lloyd,
front, and Katie
Lebel holds on as
they go on a weekly
wagon ride around
campus with their
class from the Child
Development
Center.
The infant/
toddler class goes
on a “field trip” in
the wagon at least
once a week.
LeeAnn Nurdin,
lab supervisor at
the Child
Development
Center, said such
activities create, “a
comfortable
environment for the
children and let
them get used to
things such as
outside sounds.”

Kids explore their
world from a wagon
By Jenny Hoge
News Writing I Student

Infants and toddlers in the Child
Development Center are learning
first-hand about the world around
them through campus field trips.
At least once a week the youngsters go on a wagon ride around
campus. LeeAnn Nurdin, lab supervisor at the Child Development
Center, said such activities create,
“a comfortable environment for the
children and let them get used to
things such as outside sounds.”
Nurdin said the trips give the
children an opportunity to explore
individual likes and dislikes.
“Instead of having a set curriculum, we go by the children’s interests and build on that theme,” she
said.
Nurdin said this teaching
method is the Project Approach
and consists of a hands-on theme.
Currently, the toddlers are getting first-hand understanding
about babies. Nurdin said, since

the toddlers share the same room
with the infants, they are currently
learning about interaction with
babies.
Infant ages range from birth to
18 months. The toddlers are kept
in the room until they are pottytrained. Currently, there are four
infants and three toddlers enrolled.
Although enrollment in the center is open to everyone, many
OKCCC students and teachers
have children enrolled there. Students and employees receive a $20per-week discount off of the $125
weekly fee.
“I think it is great that the students and teachers have this extremely convenient place they can
take their children to,” said student
Kendall Simpson, whose child attends the center.
“Not only that, the children are
getting a very beneficial learning
experience that they can take with
them for the rest of their lives.”
For more information about the
center, call Director Charlotte
Wood-Wilson at 682-1611, ext.
7561.

Preschoolers a brainy bunch
By Jeanine Shay
News Writing I Student

A caterpillar evolves into a butterfly.
That is what 18 preschool children at the OKCCC Child Development
Center are currently learning about.
They will get to see how caterpillars transform into butterflies as well
as read books about insects, decorate butterfly shapes, and sing songs
about bugs.
In the class creative play area, cards with pictures of bugs allow the
children, ages 3 to 5, to “analyze” the insects with a magnifying glass.
Children also can “write” books about the insects as part of their literacy activities.
Head teacher in preschool room B Connie Pidgeon said she and her
assistant teachers Jessica Peer and Teresa Schutten ask the students
what they know about bugs and butterflies, and write down their responses.
Each day for about an hour the children also get to pick hands-on
activities to work on, such as doing puzzles, stacking blocks and many
other activities.
Pidgeon said all of the activities are selected according to what the
children are interested in. If the children ask a lot of questions about a
book the teacher has read to them, the teacher follows up by writing
classroom lessons to go with the things the kids are interested in. Each
lesson lasts as long as their interest remains.
The teachers facilitate the activities, but the children come up with
the ideas on their own. Pidgeon said this allows the preschoolers to
think for themselves and to be more independent, which is one of the
best ways for children to learn.

Photo by MB Doescher

Federal budget cuts
worry child care providers
By Megan Kahl
News Writing I Student

The main topic discussed at the
recent annual Child Care Access
Means Parents in School Program
directors’ meeting was how state
budget cuts will affect child care
funding.
Lee Ann Nurdin, lab supervisor
at the OKCCC Child Development
Center, attended the March conference in Alexandria, Va., to find
out how much money would be
provided for OKCCC’s child care facility.
Nurdin returned with news that
Congress is planning to cut the $25
million educational budget down to
$15.9 million. This money helps
provide for child care grants given
to two- and four-year schools.
“This cut could end the free child
care provided by the CCAMPAS
grant for students involved with the
center,” said Nurdin.
“We could lose many of our students because of it.”
Nurdin said she doesn’t yet have
a specific breakdown regarding the
amount child care grants would be
decreased.
According to the Department of
Education website: Child Care Access Means Parents in School Pro-

gram supports the participation of
low-income parents in the postsecondary education system
through the provision of campusbased child care services.
“The Higher Education Act of
1965, as amended, authorizes the
Secretary of Education to award
grants to institutions of higher
education to assist the institution
in providing campus-based child
care services to low-income students.”
In an effort to stop child care
budget cuts, Sen. Christopher
Dodd, D-Conn., and Sen. Judd
Gregg, R-N.H., have authored a bill
that would improve the quality of
child care by strengthening the
workforce and promoting early
child care training.
The bill, called the “Child Care
Incentive Act 2003” has been introduced to the U.S. Senate but
hasn’t yet passed.
Regarding the bill, Dodd said,
“...we simply must do a better job
to improve the quality of care... One
of the most effective ways to accomplish this goal is [to invest in]
resources to better train and compensate child care providers.
“This bill does just that and I am
pleased to see the support it has
gathered.”
For more information about the
bill, visit http://thomas.loc.gov.
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Students should
preserve the Earth
for future generations
By Caroline Ting
Staff Writer

There are many ways you
can help protect the environment. The following
steps, taken from Earth
Day
Network
(www.earthday.net), will
help you get started at
home in becoming a part of
the important mission.
Some of these steps may
even help you save a buck
or two on your energy bills.
• Do a home energy audit. Your local power company may have an energyaudit program, or you can
do one yourself with help
from the Alliance to Save
Energy (www.ase.org) or
the U.S. Department of Energy (www.energy.gov).
• Check the settings on
your refrigerator. The
fridge should be between
38 and 42 degrees Fahrenheit, and the freezer should
be between 0 and 5 degrees.
• Don’t let your money
go up in steam. Try setting your water heater on

“low,” about 120 degrees
Fahrenheit.
• Are you heating the
outside of your house?
Insulation keeps warm
air warm and cool air cool.
Get started with some
weatherizing tips at
www.mcpanet.com/
weatherizehome.html).
• Look for the Energy
Star label on home appliances, office equipment
and other items.
Check
out
www.
energystar.gov for products
from windows to dishwashers to new homes.
• Save money in the
shower. One recent study
found that using a low-flow,
energy-efficient shower head saved 27 cents a day
on water and 51 cents on
electricity.
Find out more at
www.cityofseattle.net/
light/conserve/tips/
cv6tip_15.htm).
• Help save the Earth in
your own backyard. Learn
10 ways to make your garden or yard more ecofriendly
at
www.
colostate.edu/Depts/
CoopExt/4DMG/PHC/

10steps.htm.
Recycling is another major aspect in protecting the
environment, but the results all depend on how
active people are willing to
be to do the extra work in
dividing their trash into different categories everyday.
Paints, solvents, pesticides, wood finishers and
non-biodegradable household cleaners are chemicals
that many people have
around their homes. If
they’re not disposed of
properly, can seep into the
ground or enter the water
supply, according to Earth
Day Network.
Contacting your local recycling office would be the
way to find out how to dispose of these chemicals
properly.
It will also be worthwhile
to visit the Earth Day Network for a more detailed
version of the above steps
as well as other useful information about what you
can do at work, in communities, or even join a particular program to expand
the save-the-earth movement even further.

Earth Day can be every day!
Recycle and show the planet you
care!!

Photo by MB Doescher

Recycled benches: Marouane Bouabedi relaxes outside entrance two on one of the new benches
that are constructed of recycled plastic instead of the traditional wood or metal.

History of 34 years
of Earth Day —
2003 and beyond
MB Doescher
Staff Writer

On April 22 America will
celebrate the 34 anniversary of Earth Day.
John McConnell founded
Earth Day in 1970.
McConnell worked as a
minister aboard merchant
marine vessels in WWII. He
believed prayer was more
powerful than bombs.
After working for many
other charitable organizations and causes after
WWII McConnell decided
that in order to raise support for the care of the
Earth there needed to be a
day to celebrate the Earth
and its beauty.
At the 1969 UNESCO
conference in San Francisco, McConnell proposed
an Earth Day. This proposal soon gained strong
support and spread worldwide. In 1970, the first
Earth Day was celebrated
in America a reported 20
million Americans participated in a variety of ways.
The Earth day celebration
in 1971 marked the first

time the Peace Bell was
rung at the United Nations.
The bell was a gift from Japan and was made from
coins that were donated by
school children to further
peace on the planet.
The Peace Bell is rang on
the true Earth Day, which
does not fall on April 22.
The real Earth Day is on
either March 20 or 21, depending on when the first
moment of the Vernal Equinox falls. The Vernal Equinox is when an equal
amount of sunshine falls
on both sides of the equator.
McConnell later wrote the
Earth Magna Charta, “A
world view, goal and
agenda for the People of
Earth that will provide a
healthy, sustainable future.” The Charta is an
outline for how the people
of Earth should interact
with one another and the
Earth itself to achieve a
complete global balance.
The Earth Magna Charta
is available to read at
www.earthsite.org/
charta.htm.
Information courtesy of
earthsite.org
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Food choices dictated by class schedule
By Nicole Giglio
News Writing I Student

OKCCC students change
their eating habits on days
they have night classes.
While many students try
to save money by eating at
home on week nights, night
classes often prevent them

from doing so.
Industrial engineering
major Teal Carlock, 21, of
Norman, attends a night
class twice a week. Like
other night students who
commute from the University of Oklahoma in
Norman, Carlock typically
waits until he gets home to
eat dinner.
“I live in a frater nity

house where dinner is
served between 5 and 6:30
p.m.,” he said. “My class
starts at 5:30 p.m., which
means I usually have to
leave before 5 p.m. to avoid
traffic.
“I don’t like to spend extra money on food so I sign
up for a late plate and eat
what the cook makes.”
Quintin Hughes, junior
from Little Rock, Ark., also
commutes from Norman.
He said he enjoys anything
that is quick and easy to

make when he gets home
from class. Hamburger
Helper’s Cheesy Enchilada
is his favorite, he said.
However, many other students cannot wait that long
and settle for any fast food
restaurant they see on their
way home.
Taco Bell, Taco Bueno
and Wendy’s are a few of
the popular places where
students eat dinner.
Senior Sarah Hughes, 22,
of Norman, said she often
prefers chicken and salads

for dinner, but when she
has a night class, she often succumbs to fast food.
For students who need
something to hold them
over until dinner, the vending machine is a hot spot.
Many students rely on
soft drinks and candy to
tide them over until they
have time to eat a real meal.
“I always get a Mountain
Dew and Reese’s Peanut
Butter Cups,” said Carlock.
“The caffeine and sugar
keep me going in class.”

Summer acting
course scheduled Class gives students chance
By Melissa Wilkins
News Writing I Student

The Oklahoma City Museum of Art will introduce an
on-camera acting course in the summer of 2003 promoted by the Downtown College Consortium.
Taught by Darryl Cox, a former actor and professor of
various acting classes at the University of Oklahoma and
Oklahoma City University, the goal of the course is to
teach useful camera techniques and the basics of acting. All work preformed by the students will be taped
and replayed, allowing the instructor to critique any errors.
The course will be offered from 6 to 9 p.m. on Thursday evenings from June 5 to July 31.
Anyone over the age of 16 is encouraged to participate
in the class, regardless of previous acting experience.
The cost of the on-camera course is $115 which is due
before the first class. Enrollment is limited to ensure oneon-one training.
For enrollment information contact the Downtown Consortium Academic Coordinator Diedra Black at 232-3382.

Swim classes open
By Brent Hodges
News Writing I Student

This summer, youngsters ages 3 to 15 will have the
chance to better their swimming skills at the OKCCC
Aquatic Center through summer swimming classes. The
center, in conjunction with Moore Community Pool, will
provide preschool classes for kids, ages 3 to 5, who will
learn the basics of swimming. School-age kids will be
offered three classes: beginners, intermediate or advanced.
Aquatics and facilities coordinator Roxanna Butler said
this provides an opportunity for kids to develop at different skill levels.
Private swimming lessons also will be offered as will a
junior lifeguard program. Butler said the lifeguard program will enable youngsters to get an early start in the
advanced lifeguard programs. Participants will assist in
the teaching of swimming classes and also will have training sessions to begin lifeguarding.
For more information, call Butler at 682-1611, ext.
7425, or visit the main desk in the Aquatic Center.

to locate family history online
By Melissa Wilkins
News Writing I Student

For those searching out
the skeleton in their family
closet, the Downtown College Consortium is offering
“Genealogy: Locating and
Using Online Resources,”
June 17 to July 22.
Students will discover
how to search various da-

tabases, find online
sources network with other
sources. A knowledge of the
Internet and basic computer skills are a requirement for the course.
Instructor of the genealogy course, Debra Spindle,
will take suggestions from
the students to find out
what interests the class
before choosing topics.
The six-week course will
begin on Tuesday evenings

from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Seats
are limited to only 12 students and a fee of $50 must
be paid by the start of the
first class.
The class will be taught
in the computer class room
in the First National Center downtown.
For enrollment information contact the Downtown
Consortium Academic Coordinator Diedra Black at
232-3382.
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What a treat:

Highlights

Native Oklahoman
Brad Richter concentrates while
performing in the
college theater on
April 15. Richter,
who was born in
Enid, is an award
winning guitarist
who had never had
formal training until
he won a scholarship the American
Conservatory of
Music in Chicago.
Richter performed
22 songs to a
packed house.

Free Immunization rescheduled
The Caring Van has been postponed to 4 to 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 6, due to a scheduling conflict. The van will be in
the Child Development Center parking lot. Parents should
bring their children along with their shot records to receive
any needed immunizations. Immunizations are free. For
more information, stop by the Child Development Center
Office located south of the OKCCC campus facing May
Avenue.
Donate to the Veterans Administration
The Student Council of the Upward Bound Program is
currently conducting a donation drive to collect toiletry items
such as combs, deodorant, nail clippers, toothpaste, shampoo and lotion. for the patients residing in the VA Hospital
in Oklahoma City. Members from the Student Council will
collect items at the Upward Bound Office next to the
Bursar’s Office until Wednesday, April 30. For more information, call Jim Ybarra at 682-1611, ext. 7763.
Scholarship for the summer
The Financial Aid Office is offering two $500 scholarships for the summer, which are based on both merit and
financial need. Applicants must be recipients of federal need
based financial aid during the current year and have a 3.0
cumulative GPA. Each applicant must also have earned
24 college level credit hours by the application deadline of
Monday, May 19, and be enrolled in at least 6 credit hours
for summer. Applications may be picked up in the Financial Aid Office. For more information, call Student Financial Support Services at 682-1611, ext. 7524.
Fund-raiser for nursing scholarship
The Oklahoma Nursing Students’ Association will be
holding a fund-raiser for their nursing scholarship from 9:30
a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, April 29, and from 9:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 30. The fund-raiser will be in
the mini hospital of the Nursing Building. For more information, call Brandi Spencer at 326-8823 or Nancy Cook at
682-1611, ext. 7663.
OKCCC talent show
Bands, dancers, singers, or any other talents from students, faculty and staff are encouraged to be a part of the
All Campus Talent Show Spring Showcase at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, May 2, and Saturday, May 3. Auditions will be from
1 to 5 p.m. Saturday, April 19, and 5 to 10 p.m. Monday,
April 21, in the college theater. Those who are interested
should bring their talent (10 minutes or less) to one of the
audition times. Acts will be chosen and the show will be
rehearsed on Wednesday, April 30, and Thursday, May 1.
Prizes will be awarded. For more information, call 682-1611,
ext. 7246.
Volleyball tournament needs team members
The 13th Annual United Way Sun Spike Co-Ed Volleyball Tournament will be held beginning at 8 a.m. Saturday,
May 17. OKCCC needs people to sign up for either the
Beginner team or the Expert team. There is no cost to play
and each person on the teams will receive a free United
Way Sun Spike T-shirt. Practices will also be organized for
the teams to get ready to play on the day of event. Those
who would like to join one of the two teams, please e-mail
Karen Hartline at khartline@okccc.edu.
Highlights are due by 5 p.m. each Tuesday for
publication in the next issue of the Pioneer.
Highlights turned in after Tuesday will be
considered only if space is available.
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Show off in the student art show
By Melissa Wilkins
News Writing I Student

OKCCC Art students will
show off their talents at the
annual student art show
from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday, May 2, through Friday,
May 9 in the main building.
One winner will be chosen from each category by
two outside judges.
Student art awards will
be handed out at the art
show reception held at 7
p.m. Wednesday, May 7 in
rooms CU 1 and 2.
Ribbons, certificates and
money prizes will be presented to every category
along will a $25 cash prize
given out to the winner of
the “Best of Category.”
Director of Oklahoma Vi-

sual
Arts
Coalition Julia Kirt will
speak about the “Business
of Art,” along with presenting a $100 prize to the winner of the “Best of Show”
category in fine arts and
commercial arts.
Coordinator of the student art show, professor
MaryAnn Moore said she is
excited to have the show
this year since the art department was unable to
have a show last year due
to the campus construction.
“The show will give students a chance to show
their work,” said Moore.

The Fine Arts Categories
consist of ceramics, sculpture, oil and acrylic painting, watercolor, mixed media painting, mixed media
drawing, serigraphy, drawing, fine art photography,
mosaics and senior painting.
In commercial arts the
categories are graphic design, commercial photography, webpage design, digital animation, multi-media
design, illustration, pen
and ink, and best of digital
illustration.
Information including
rules and regulation about
the art show is available in
the Arts and Humanities
office located at entry 5 on
the OKCCC campus. All
OKCCC students are encouraged to participate in
the show but are limited to
only three entries.

Does your club or organization have news to
share with the world? If so, we’re interested!
Contact Student Life Reporter Caroline Ting
at 682-1611, ext. 7676 or drop by the
Pioneer office in 2M6 in the main building.
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Classifieds
Pioneer Classified Advertising
is free to all currently enrolled
OKCCC students and employees for any personal classified
ad. Ads must be submitted in
writing with IDs supplied or
work area and college extension included. Deadline for advertising is 5 p.m. Tuesday
prior to the publication date.
Call 682-1611, ext. 7674 for
more information.

FOR SALE: ’02 Dodge Neon
SXT. 9k miles. All power, cruise,
spoiler, CD player, loaded. 90k
miles left on factory warranty.
Excellent condition. $11,900
OBO. Call 392-9714 or 623-6820.
FOR SALE: ’02 Pontiac Sunfire.
2-door, 60K miles. GC. $8,000.
Call 756-2860 or 756-6207.
FOR SALE: ’00 Toyota Corolla.
59k miles. All power, cruise, silver
with gray interior. Good condition.
$8,900 OBO. Call 392-9714 or
623-6820.
FOR SALE: ‘97 Toyota. Black,
60k miles. $4,150. Call Tina after
9 p.m. at 579-0542.
FOR SALE: ’97 Mazda 626 LX,
fully loaded, green, excellent condition, non-smoker. Asking $3,700
OBO. Call 408-2753.
FOR SALE: ’96 Pontiac Firebird
Formula. LS1 Corvette engine,
Teal, 74k miles. Runs like new.
Tee Tops, leather interior, new
tires, new battery, recently tuned
up. Asking $10,500. Call Amanda
at 302-5529.
FOR SALE: ’96 Honda Civic
EX. Black, gray interior, 2-door,
power windows, locks & mirrors.
Sunroof, spoiler, multi-disc
changer, automatic, new timing
belts & tires. In good condition,
perfect mechanical condition.
$7,000 OBO. Call 816-4338.
FOR SALE: ’95 Ford Contour.
Very nice! New transmission. V6,
power windows, power locks,
sunroof, 130k miles. Must sell.
$4,000 OBO. Call 799-3412 or
613-0803.
FOR SALE: ’95 Ford Taurus
Sedan, white, 3.0 Liter V6, a/c,
power seats & windows. $2,800
OBO. Call Eddie at 246-2361.
FOR SALE: ’95 Mitsubishi
Eclipse, red, 5-speed, a/c, CD
player, sunroof, alarm, good condition. 123K miles. $4,200 OBO.
Call 206-2773.
FOR SALE: ‘94 Isuzu pickup.
2.3 liter. Heat, custom wheels,
tinted windows. Wrecked at front.
Call George at 359-8533.
FOR SALE: ’93 Plymouth
Grand Voyager LE Minivan. White.
$4,200 OBO. For more information call 321-5246.
FOR SALE: ’92 Honda Civic
Hatchback, 2nd owner, 117k

miles, black, 5 speed, has new
Sprint Springs and Altezza lights,
vinyl seats. Very clean. Excellent
condition. $3,500. Call 229-3683
or 605-0566.
FOR SALE: ‘92 Cougar. White
exterior, interior, power steering,
power windows and seats, 17”
chrome wheels. Great car. Asking $2,900 OBO. Call Rick at 5289663.
FOR SALE: ’91 Nissan Sentra
Coupe. White exterior. Intact gray
interior. Sunroof, 5-speed manual
transmission, recently rebuilt engine. $2,000 OBO. Call 675-9519.
FOR SALE: ‘88 Honda Accord.
Power windows/locks. Automatic.
Tan on tan. $900 OBO. For more
information call Star at 427-0399.
FOR SALE: ‘71 Chevy Nova.
Custom everything! 39k on a ‘95
LT1 motor. Blue with black racing
stripes. Fast! Clean! Hot! $8,000
OBO. Must Sell! Call Christopher
or Katherine at 701-1867.

FOR SALE: New cherry finish
wood day bed with brand new
mattress. Bought from Mathis
Bros. paid $671 will take $400.
Hunter green couch with sofa bed
and matching loveseat-rocker-recliner. Execellent condition. $200.
Call Karla at 799-4406.
FOR SALE: King bed head
board. Has large storage area and
lighted top/mirror. $100. Lingerie
dresser with 7 drawers $35. Beautiful 5’ x 3” long black lacquer
dresser with mirror. Has storage
in middle. $150. Call 632-7750.
FOR SALE: Beauty cosmetics
and make-up at cost. Full size
couch in good condition. Call 9120890. Please leave message.
FOR SALE: Sauder computer
desk with built-in hutch. $100.
Please call 359-8190.
FOR SALE: 1998 GMC gray
tweed truck seat. Has both headrests. Nice condition. Asking $150.
Call 229-8385.
FOR SALE: Beautiful black lacquer dresser with gold trim. Includes large mirror. $150. Call
Trisha at 632-7750.

FOR SALE: Audiovox 10 disc
CD changer. Works great. $100
OBO. Call Crystal at 922-6237.
FOR SALE: Two 12” MTX
subwoofers in MTX box, one 600
watt amp. Asking $280. Contact
Moe at 408-2753.

TEXTBOOKS
FOR SALE: HUM 1113 Music
Appreciation. Book and 4 CDs.
$35. SOC 1113 Introduction to
Sociology. $30. Call Nathan at

weekly crossword

688-0723.
FOR SALE: Sociology in A
Changing World 5th Ed. Includes
workbook and telecourse guide.
American Journey Vol 2. American Portraits Vol. 2. Prentice Hall
Guide for College Writers 6th Ed.
Stress Management for Wellness
4th Ed. Social Problems 10th Ed.
Contemporary Nutrition Telecourse guide. Psychology book
and workbook for telecourse 3rd
Ed. Call Brandu at 681-5819.
FOR SALE: The American
Journey, Vol 1, second edition
with Mapping American History
CD. No marks, not bent, like new!
Call Christopher or Katherine at
701-1867.
FOR SALE: Listening to Music
- third edition. Comes with textbook review guide and 4 CDs;
barely used, no marks, not bent,
like new! $65. Call Christopher or
Katherine at 701-1867.
FOR SALE: Intro to Literature
2123 “Liturature, An Introduction
to Reading and Writing.” 6th Ed.
$30. Behavior and Guidance of
Young Children CD 1013 or PSY
1003. “Constructive Guidance and
Discipline.” 3rd Ed. $25. Computer Keyboarding AOT 1113.
Keyboarding Pro software. Version 3. $15. Humanities, Classical/Medieval. “The Creative Impulse.” Text and study guide. $35.
Call Ruth 942-3121.

FOR SALE: 3 male purebred
Blue Healers. 11 weeks old. Parents on premises. Call Anthony at
745-3857.
FREE TO GOOD HOME: Sixyear-old Rottweiler. Very friendly!
Good watchdog, housebroken,
good with kids. Black and brown.
Can be done on trial basis. Call
Doug at 634-8729.
FOR SALE: One and a halfyear old female Dobie. Very
friendly and lovable. Show quality. Champion bloodlines, AKC
reg. Call Kellye at 604-9094.

HOUSING
WANTED: Roommate to share
2-bed apartment on the northside
OKC. Bills included in cost of rent.
Call Paula at 408-5056 or 4135255.
FOR RENT: 2-bed, 2-bath, 2
living areas. Central heat and air.
1,040 sq. ft. Range, refrigerator,
washer, dryer. Good condition.
Near shops, schools. Good neighbors. $400/mo. $300 deposit. Nonsmokers only. Call 632-4407.
WANTED: Roommate to share
3-bed house. Looking for mature
and responsible female. $425/mo.
includes rent and utilities. Close
access to I-240. Call evenings

703-1392.
WANTED: Roommate to share
2-bed apartment on northside
OKC. Bills included in cost of rent.
Call Marissa at 755-1867.
FOR LEASE: 1-BR Apartment
in NW OKC. Historic neighborhood, C/HA ceiling fans, covered
parking, coin op, washer/dryer on
premises, very NICE. $350 and
$200 security deposit. Call 8402030.

CLASSIFIED ADS
ARE FREE!
...to OKCCC employees and
students...
•••••••••••••••••••••••••
Business ads are ONLY $8
per column inch!
••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Come by 2M6
in the main building
or ads may also be
e-mailed to:
ADMAN@okccc.edu

Contact the editor at
682-1611, ext. 7675
or e-mail at:
editor@okccc.edu
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Middle East lecture offered historical view
“Middle East,”
Cont. from page 1
said. “We know Jesus lived
and walked through
Jerusalem, which brings
the Christian faith to the
area. So now we have two
major world religions.
“During the early seventh
century we have the arrival
of Muhammad,” she said.
“For Muslims, Jerusalem
becomes a site of holiness
because they believe Muhammad ascended into
heaven from the rock at the
Temple Mount. At this
point they built a Temple
for Allah (the One God) on
the very same Mount Moriah,” Sheetz-Nguyen said.
At the end of her histori-

cal lecture, Sheetz-Nguyen
opened the floor for a discussion which covered
many topics involving the
role of the United States as
a moderator and financial
sponsor of Israel, and the
rest of the Middle East.
Sheetz-Nguyen said the
poor quality of education in
the Middle East plays a big
role in its conflicts.
“If I had my way, I would
march over there with
thousands of teachers and
nurses instead of guns,”
she said.
The infor mation dispersed by Sheetz-Nguyen
was enlightening for one
employee of the college.
“I wanted to go to Dr.
Sheetz-Nguyen’s lecture
because, like many people
in their 20s, I felt very un-

God’s house

educated about the Middle
East,” said Leahna Robinson, Communications Lab
assistant.
“The historical perspective she brought to the contemporary issues of that
region was not only informative, but also quite enlightening.
“Though I still feel I have
much to learn about the
subject, I feel I have gained
a foundation of knowledge
to spring from,” said Robinson.
Sheetz-Nguyen said she
received most of her information for the lecture from
the books “Constantine’s
Sword” by James Carroll,
“The Middle East” by Bernard Lewis, and “Jesus
Through the Centuries” by
Anno Domini.

International students playing it safe
“SARS,”
Cont. from page 1
According to WebMD.com
and the Center for Disease
Control, SARS begins with
a fever of 100 degrees or
greater. Other symptoms
can include headaches and
body aches. A dry cough
also may appear within two
to seven days.
It is believed that SARS
is spread through close
contact by water droplets in
the air. A cough or a sneeze
will supply enough water to
transmit the syndrome to
another person.
According to health.
msn.com, the United States
has 154 reported cases of
SARS that include a total
of 14 cases in states that

border Oklahoma: Texas,
New Mexico, Colorado,
Kansas and Missouri.
There are currently no reported cases of SARS in
Oklahoma or any deaths
reported nationwide.
SARS first originated in
China in November 2002,
but went unreported until
March 2003, according to
squeak.org, an online news
service. Since then, reported cases have doubled
every 13 days.
The World Health Organization reports that the virus, which is new to science
and has no known cure,
has been carried by air
travelers to about 22 countries in the past six weeks,
infecting more than 3,400
people.
Ting said she hopes to see
a resolution to the problem

—Map courtesy of www.encarta.msn.com

soon so she can return
home to visit her family.
“Most international students go home once or
twice a year to refresh their
minds and reconnect with
their families,” Ting said.
“If you don’t get that periodically, you get tired; you
lose the motivation to do
certain things.”

Photo by Lauren Bradley

Black and white photography student Lauren Bradley
uses a process called solarization to enhance a photo she
shot of a church in Norman. The original image is printed
then, using a paper negative, the print is solarized by exposing it to light midway through processing.
Professor Jai Gronemeier will be offering a black and
white photography class from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning June 10. To enroll, visit the
admissions office on the first floor of the main building.

