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Professor draws
from experiences
to write first novel
By Ashley Martin
Staff Writer

F

Classical evening: The Moscow Chamber Orchestra performs to a sold out crowd in
the college theater as part of the 2002 - 2003 Cultural Awareness Series. The Newstead Trio,
comprised of a violinist, cellist and pianist, will be next on the calendar. They are scheduled to
perform at 7 p.m., Dec. 3, in the college theater. Call 682-1611, ext. 7579, for more information.

U.S. nursing shortage grows
By Kate Brennan
Staff Writer

C

urrently, a national
shortage of licensed
practical nurses and registered nurses is making it
more difficult for hospitals
to provide the quality of
care patients need.
The shortage in registered nurses is expected to
rise to more than 400,000
by 2008 as reported by the
U.S. General Accounting
Office.
This prediction includes
Oklahoma’s estimated
nursing shortage of 6,700
hospital-based registered
nurses and 3,200 licensed
practical nurses by 2008.
Accoding to the Oklahoma Board of Nursing,
there are 55,200 RNs and
LPNs in the state now.
Aging nurses are retiring
and leaving the long hours
behind for their successors,
said LeAnn Loftis, OKCCC

nursing program director.
“Nursing is very demanding,” she said. “You can’t do
it at 50 or 60 years old.”
The hard work and lack
of respect that goes along
with nursing leads to
nurses leaving the field altogether, Loftis said.
With health care in a near
state of emergency, the U.S
Congress passed The Nursing Reinvestment Act to try
and combat the downward
trend of nurses entering the
field.
The purpose of the act is
to give the younger generations every opportunity to
become a part of the medical field through nursing,
Loftis said.
The act will mainly offer
scholarships for those enrolled in a nursing program
— a 90 percent federal tuition match — and assistance in developing more
nursing courses in local
colleges and universities.
Loftis said she believes
any experienced nurse will

be able to find a job,
whether there is a shortage
or a surplus of nurses.
“There are so many different fields of nursing,
there is something for everyone and you can never
be bored,” said Loftis.
With hospitals having to
meet the needs of a new
generation of nurses, it
seems that the calling to a
health profession stays the
same.
However, she said, nursing is not for everyone.
“Anyone that works in
nursing or in the medical
field has to have a calling,
and those that love it will
excel in it.”
She said going from a
sterile classroom learning
environment to real life is
a shock to most students.
When students are only
learning in a classroom setting it doesn’t always sink

See “Nurses,” page 8
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or Robert Vasquez, the most important aspects of
any novel are the characters.
“It’s not the plot, not the theme; it’s the characters.”
“And not just the main [character] — all of them,” he
said. “If you don’t care whether they live or die, that’s a
problem.”
Vasquez, adjunct English professor at OKCCC, just
completed a 600-page fiction novel entitled “Heart of the
Hawk,” due to be released this week by Gardenia Press
of Milwaukee, Wis.
Vasquez said the inspiration for his novel came from
his own life experiences and his
Native American ancestory, but is
in no way an autobiography.
“I think that in everything you
write, there are elements of yourself,” he said.
In “Heart of the Hawk,” Vasquez’s
main character, Apache Indian
Tom Red Hawk, has just returned
from Vietnam. As Tom tries to become a writer, he gets into some
interesting predicaments along the
way.
“During the process of writing
Robert Vasquez
this novel, I would have different
people read it,” he said.
“Everyone told me how much they loved [Tom’s] character.”
Vasquez said as much as Tom’s story is one of adventure, it is a love story as well.
Vasquez himself was a paratrooper in Vietnam. He said
he drew upon that time in his life to develop Tom.
One of the unique qualities about “Heart of the Hawk,”
Vasquez said, is that it’s a trilogy all in one book.
Vasquez, who also is a creative writing teacher, said
writing a novel is definitely hard work.
“It takes perseverance, the ability to shut out the world,”
he said.
“I always tell my students to write. Write every day.
“Everyone feels they have a novel in them, but many
don’t carry it out.”
Vasquez said he has taught English at OKCCC off and
on for seven years.
In addition to his teaching job, he is the director of
housing at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban

See “Vasquez,” page 8
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Editorial and Opinion
Editorial

Shhh! Silence
is golden
What is the etiquette for watching a movie in the
theaters? There is no rulebook, no manual, no
guide, but there needs to be and it should be mandatory to follow. Since the demise of the unwritten
law on how to act in a movie theater, a few simple
guidelines have been created that will make the
movie going experience more peaceful and pleasurable.
Number one: Shhhh! Once the credits hit, shut
the heck up. No one needs to know how Joe Bob
went upside Tina’s head, what your feelings about
the last trailer were, how great Oprah’s show was
today or what’s wrong with your dog Binky.
If you must talk to the person next to you, then
take it back to the third grade and use those 12inch or inside voices. But never talk to the person
who is sitting more than one person away. That’s
straight up rude.
Number two: Turn off the cell phone or leave them
in the car. Everyone seems to feel this way, but not
everyone abides by the code. Nothing short of Aunt
Sarah dying should justify answering the phone
during the movie. Like a colleague said before, can
you not put your social life on hold for two hours?
The worst is when people pull their phone out to
check their caller ID to see who just called. Give it
a rest.
The most incredible thing is something that happened recently. A girl asked her friend, “What’s his
phone number?” She proceeded to pull her phone
out, during the beginning of the movie, mind you,
and dialed the number to talk to whomever. This
girl had a brass pair to have the audacity to actually call someone during the movie, especially the
most important part. Thank goodness the person
on the other end wasn’t there, or heads would have
rolled and elbows would have been dropped.
Number three: If it’s not “Toy Story 6,” “Santa
Clause 2” or a new Disney picture, leave the youngsters at grandma’s house. If you don’t have enough
money for a sitter, then what are you doing spending $20 or more to see this flick? None of us need
kids fidgeting, whining and crying while trying to
watch a movie. Besides, the way the movie industry has become, kids shouldn’t be subjected to 200
f-words and 30 people getting shot to death. The
sad thing is that they can get that kind of entertainment at school these days, for free.
Number four: This is a minor one, but it helps
the person sitting at the end of the aisle. Go to the
bathroom and get the popcorn and soda before the
movie starts. Why pay seven bucks to not see all of
the the movie, while paying five more bucks for
popcorn and a colossal size Dr Pepper? You are
paying more money to miss the dang movie. And
the only people allowed to go to the bathroom are
women — as it seems they have incredibly small
bladders.
These four simple rules will make theater life
much better for all of us. Follow them and you will
be loved forever. Goodnight now.
—Mark Stack
Editor

Help available for first-time students
To the editor:
The Center for Student
Development is available to
assist students with information, clarification, career
exploration as well as exploration about goals and
how to reach them.
This semester we are offering two $250 scholarships for students who
complete a First Year Success Program.
To be eligible for a scholarship students must attend a First Year Success
Workshop, to learn basic
skills for college success.
Eligible students must be
first-time college students
(first semester), who are
enrolled full time at
OKCCC. Full time enrollment is a minimum of 12
credit hours.
Students can earn “success points” for doing those
things college professionals
agree help students be-

“This semester we are offering two $250
scholarships for students who complete a
First Year Success Program.”
—Peggy Jordan, Ph.D.
Student Development Counselor
come more successful.
Activities include exploring careers using DISCOVER and talking with a
Student Development
Counselor, joining a college
club through Student Life,
meeting with a faculty adviser to explore majors or
attending a college sponsored event.
First Year Success Workshops will be held from 4
to 5 p.m., every Wednesday
in room 1F6 in the Main
building. Additional times
are available by request.
For more information,
contact the OKCCC Center
for Student Development at

Have a story idea?
Call 682-1611, ext. 7675!
Ask for Mark

682-7535.
—Peggy Jordan, Ph.D.
Student Development
Counselor
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Comments and Reviews

One-sided opinion used to bully smokers
To the editor:
Some people simply aren't
satisfied. Non-smokers
have come a long way in the
effort to rid the world of
smokers. At one time smokers were allowed to have a
cigarette just about anywhere. Now the law has
basically limited them to
their own home and outside.
This apparently isn't
enough for Kate. Kate is
apparently very upset about
the "cloud of smoke" that
she walks through on a daily
basis.

She even suggests using
the college’s security staff
as a means of eradicating
the smokers for the "sake of
our own health."
You know, some people
just have to complain.
Kate may not be a smoker,
but I'm almost certain that
she has some annoying
quality that she wants to
keep. How would she like it
if someone constantly complained about it?
She went out of her way
to offend the smoking population, who has already accommodated the non-

smoking public time after
time.
What would her opinion
be if I commented on the
use of cell phones in school?
If I said that cell phone users should get those tumor/
cancer magnets 100 yards
away from me so that I don't
get a brain tumor? Sounds
silly, doesn't it?
No sillier than suggesting
that you're going to get lung
cancer from walking by a
group of smokers, or that it
will even affect your health
at all. (I'm not even going
into the annoying personal

Women looking for love in all the
wrong places in ‘Kissing Jessica’
Every woman has
become sick of the
dating scene at some
point.
But how many of
us would actually
consider a change in
lifestyle to bring
back some excitement?
In the film “Kissing
Jessica Stein,” Jessica, a New York City
journalist, does just
that.
After a rapid-fire
succession of failed
dates with men,
complete with the
nerdy accountant
who whips out a calculator to tabulate
Jessica’s half of the
bill, she decides
enough is enough.
Helen Cooper is a young,
hip assistant director at a
downtown New York City
art gallery who never has to
sleep alone.
Having an endless stream
of men to keep her satisfied
is leaving a void in her life,
so after some prodding
from her gay male friends,
Helen submits an ad in the
“Women Seeking Women”
section of the personals.
You guessed it. Jessica
answers the ad and off they
go, embarking on their new

lesbian relationship.
Since both of the women
are “virgins” at this type of
relationship, there are
many awkward moments.
One hilarious scene
comes when a timid Jessica
and a more-than-ready
Helen are learning how to
be intimate with each other.
As time moves on and
their relationship deepens,
many realizations come to
light and many lessons are
learned, from how to tell
the family to what being gay

really means.
“Kissing Jessica
Stein” was written
and co-produced
by the stars, Jennifer Westfeldt
(Jessica)
and
H e a t h e r
Juergensen
(Helen).
An indie film, it
won the Special
Jury Award for
Writing and Acting
at the IFP/West
Los Angeles Film
Festival and the
FedEx Audience
Award at the Miami Film Festival.
I truly enjoyed
“Kissing Jessica
Stein.”
Although not all
women would take
such measures when fed
up with life in the single
lane, I think we can all appreciate the special bond
only women can share.
This film showcases that
bond eloquently, while
keeping the audience
laughing.
“Kissing Jessica Stein” is
available to rent on video
and DVD and would make
a perfect “girls night” film.
—Ashley Martin
Staff Writer

ring tones that go off during
class.)
We're here to learn. People
should try to get along with
everyone.
Some people are smokers
who just want a little break
before class.
Some people eat a snack
before class, or take a nap.
Some people express their
opinions about everything.
It seems unfair that such
a one-sided opinion be allowed into the Pioneer, lighting a fire under non-smokers in order to bully the
smokers.

This editorial is nothing
more than an intimidating
approach to manipulate
and feel domineering, basically a power trip.
This is very clear when
she suggests that nonsmokers call security to
exercise their right for a
"smoke-free environment."
You're trying to intimidate
smokers. You're nothing
more than a bully with a
typewriter and nothing
more interesting to talk
about than smokers.
—Paul Thomas Little
OKCCC Student

Have a story idea?
Have a complaint?
Want to share your
opinion? Or write a
review? e-mail the
editor:
editor@okccc.edu
KNOW YOUR COLLEGE
Is there something about
the college you’d like to
know but aren’t certain
who to ask? We’ll ask for
you! Send us your
question and we’ll get the
answer! All appropriate
questions and answers
will be published here.
Send your question to
editor@okccc.edu or call
682-1611, ext. 7675 or
stop by the Pioneer,
located at 2M6 of the
main building.
(right off of the elevator)
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Caring for community on club’s agenda
By Caroline Ting
News Writing I Student

The International Student Association is planning to do more community
services this year.
ISA is only in its second
year but already has a
membership of 150, with
most of the officers from
Vietnam and other members from various cultures.
The officers of ISA are
constantly organizing sales
events, fund-raisers, and
international student gettogethers, said Phap Nguyen, president.
He said his goal for the
club this year is to participate more in community
service to give help to those
who need it.
English Professor Abbie
Figueroa has been the
group’s sponsor since the
beginning.
In fact, she had the idea
of recruiting members to
form ISA in spring 2001.
The club has been successfully run by a group of
great officers, she said.
“My goal for ISA is to give
students a place where they
can practice and develop
their leadership skills,”
Figueroa said.
She said she thinks the
officers have been very suc-

cessful in terms of their
leadership skills.
In the beginning, Figueroa said, she coached the
students on how to organize events and make contacts.
Gradually the students
began to take charge of almost everything themselves
as a group, so now Figueroa’s job is to supervise
them and be a supportive
sponsor.
Figueroa said she has
helped the students succeed by giving them the
freedom they need.
She also said she likes

the way they organize everything and they’re very
good at delegating responsibilities.
This year ISA has another
faculty sponsor to support
them, Professor Haifeng Ji,
who teaches computer science at OKCCC.
Besides being a full-time
professor, Ji also is enrolled
as a student on campus.
Ji said he’s not majoring
in anything and is only taking some courses for fun.
Also this year the club’s
vice president is Michael
Hudson, an American student.

Nguyen and other officers
have already planned their
schedule for this year.
The upcoming events are
the annual Halloween Party, to be held on Thrusday,
Oct. 31, fund-raisers, community service, Christmas
Wonderland and visiting
nursing homes.
Details will be discussed
in their monthly meeting.
All students are invited to
join the group and attend
their meetings.
The next meeting will be
held from 4 to 4:40 p.m.,
Thursday, Nov. 14 in Room
CU8.

Jobs abound in Child Development field
By Kathryn Swisher
News Writing I Student

Peggy Tampkins, chair of
the Child Development department at OKCCC, said
the department is beneficial.
The program offers certificates and associate degrees in Child Development.
A degree in child development focuses on how children develop.
The program benefits the
college by contributing to
the college’s mission re-

lated to both individuals
and to the community.
Hundreds of graduates
currently have jobs in the
metro area. The pay is approximately $10 to $14 an
hour.
Thousands of children
participate and benefit from
graduates who practice
their skills at selected off
campus sites and accredited centers.
There is a growth in the
number for jobs in the child
development profession.
If Tampkins could, she
said she would hire more
full-time faculty to teach
the program, which would

Comment?
Question?
Complaint?
Contact
the
EDITOR!
682-1611,
ext. 7675
OR
email him at
editor@okccc.edu

Nguyen said the American members in the club
love sharing cultures with
other members.
“If they didn’t like it, they
wouldn’t come,” said Nguyen.
One of the activities ISA
organized last year was a
camping trip to the Illinois
River.
After an early departure.
the group arrived at the
cabins they had rented.
They took their float trip
down the Illinois River, followed by a big cookout. The
next day, they headed
home.

Be a Part of the New Homeland Security Agency!!!
The U.S. Coast Guard, the uniformed Maritime Law Enforcement
Agency under the Department of Transportation, has immediate
openings for highly motivated people to help meet challenges
associated with the new homeland security Agency missions.
Requirements: U.S. citizen or legal resident, ages 17 to 29.
To schedule an interview at OKCCC
or for more information please call 1-800-GET-USCG
or contact us on the web at: WWW.GOCOASTGUARD.COM

contribute to the quality of
the education students receive.
Factors that are concentrated on in the program
are the quality of physical
environment, curriculum,
staff-parent relationships

and child-adult interactions, which contribute to
optimum development.
Tampkins encourages
those seeking a degree in
child development to participate in the program at
OKCCC.

•It Pays to
advertise in the
PIONEER•

•OKCCC PIONEER•
SAVE TIME!
FAX YOUR AD!
(405)682-7568

pioneer.okccc.edu
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Internet terms commonplace
By Jennifer M.
Jackson
News Writing I Student

UR F2F w/ some of the
most common Internet acronyms that have made
their way into college academic writing.
For those who are not
educated in the Internet
slang that has found its
way into the world, UR F2F
w/ means, “you are face to
face with.”
Mark Schneberger, professor of Learning Skills,
said students are using the
Internet slang they use in
chat rooms and in e-mails
in their academic writing.
“I [have seen] it a lot in
developmental writing, especially in the past two to
three years,” he said.
Abbreviations such as B4
meaning “before,” and UR
meaning “you are,” are
commonly seen Internet
shorthand in students’ papers.
Schneberger says the
most common Internet acronym he sees in students’
papers is the use of the “u”
instead of “you.”
Another common mistake Schneberger finds is
the misspelling of the word
‘boys.’
“I’ve seen ‘boys’ spelled so
many different ways. With
Zs and as ‘boise’,” he said.
Internet acronyms in students’ academic writing,

Schneberger believes, is
due to habit.
“It’s habitual now,” he
said. “We want to shorten
things up. It’s our nature
as people.”
When Schneberger first
began to witness Internet
acronyms slipping into his
students’ writing, he feared
that the Internet might put
an end to writing.
Now, however, he believes
that the Internet has motivated people to write.
“I really do believe the
Internet has gotten more
people to write,” he said.
“Even though it has made
my job a little more challenging, it has also spiced
things up a little.
“We now have to stress
editing a lot more stringently.”
Schneberger believes that
students need to be aware
of when to use Internet
slang and when not too.
Students sometimes have a
hard time distinguishing
proper context.
When Schneberger sees
these problems arise in his
classroom, he makes sure
to bring it to his students’
attention immediately.
“We’re preparing students for their future,” he
said. “They can’t do this in
a business setting.”
College Writing II student
Jennifer Emerson said, “I
don’t think students
should be allowed to use
Internet lingo, for the fact
that when you get a job

they won’t allow it.”
Schneberger says he
doesn’t allow Inter net
shorthand in the final
drafts of academic writing.
“If it’s allowed in high
school, we have more obstacles to overcome, like
spelling and long sentence
structure,” he said.
While Schneberger rarely
overlooks the use of
Internet acronyms in his
students’ papers, some students view the practice with
more tolerance.
Freshman Philip Wickett
believes that students
should be allowed to use
Internet acronyms in their
papers because they are
quicker to write.
“I use Internet slang on
the Internet primarily, but
it does help when you need
to save time,” he said.
Tim Grile, OKCCC student on the other hand,
said Internet slang is improper.
“People are just getting
lazy,” he said.
Schneberger said students have to be taught
where to draw the line between the different styles of
formal and conversational
writing.
“We should be able to
teach them that conversational writing does have a
place,” he said.
“We can resolve this problem, but it will take extra
time, creative planning and
more flexibility for teachers.”

Slang now found in dictionary
By Jennifer M. Jackson
News Writing I Student

Internet slang has not
only found its way into college students’ academic
writing, but also into the
new version of the Times
English Dictionary.
Words like “cyber café,”
“netiquette,” “e-mail,”
“java” and “flame” will now
be considered a part of the
English language, according to the article, “New En-

glish Dictionary To Include
Internet-speak,” written by
Matthew Warren, for the
London Radio Service. The
word Dot-com, however,
was left out of the new version.
Here is what OKCCC students are saying about the
new additions to the language.
“Since the English language is a living, ever changing language and
these words are actually
used on a daily basis, these
words should be included

in the dictionary,” said Jennifer Thomas, sophomore.
Student Aileen Stuck
said that the addition is
great.
“Children will have to
know these words,” she
said.
Student Kelly Clayton is
a little confused by what
words have been chosen
and which ones have been
left out.
“Dot-com has become
such a large part of our
culture.
“I don’t know how it is be-

Cyber lingo
no longer a secret
2B or not 2B
4ever
A/S/L
AFAIK
AFK
B4
B4N
BBIAF
BBN
BS
BTW
CUL8R
EG
GNBLFY
GTGB
HAK
HB
J/K
KIT
KWIM
L8R
LMAO
LMK
LOL
MYOB
NBD
NBIF
NG
NM
NMP
NOYB
NP
OMDB
OMG
OMIK
RTBS
SorG
TPTB
TTYL
WDYS
WDYT
WE
WTSDS
WYP
WYRN
WYS

To Be Or Not To Be
Forever
Age/Sex/Location
As Far As I Know
Away From Keyboard
Before
Bye For Now
Be Back In A Few
Bye Bye Now
Big Smile
By The Way
See You Later
Evil Grin
Got Nothing But Love For You
Got To Go, Bye
Hugs And Kisses
Hurry Back
Just Kidding!
Keep In Touch
Know What I Mean
Later
Laughing My A** Off
Let Me Know
Laughing Out Loud
Mind Your Own Business
No Big Deal
No Basis In Fact
New Game
Never Mind
Not My Problem
None Of Your Business
No Problem
Over My Dead Body
Oh My Gosh
Open Mouth, Insert Keyboard
Reason To Be Single
Straight or Gay?
The Powers That Be
Talk To You Later
What Did You Say?
What Do You Think?
Whatever
Where The Sun Don't Shine
What's Your Problem?
What's Your Real Name?
Whatever You Say

Information obtained from NetLingo.com
ing left out,” he said.
“I’ve never heard of
netiquette or cyber café,
and I assume different
meanings for java and

flame, which supports why
they should be in the dictionary. Dot-com should
defiantly be a part of this
list too.”

6 • PIONEER • October 21, 2002

Staff Writer • Kate Brennan • 682-1611, ext. 7676

Crackin’ it
open:

Highlights

OKCCC
student
Stephen
Mooney reads
a book in
between the
book stacks on
the second
floor of the
library. Mooney
believes the
library has
been a very
helpful
resource
enabling him to
succeed in his
first year of
college. “I can
always find
everything I
need for class
in this library,”
Mooney said.

Gay Support Day
The Gay Alliance and Friends will have a meeting at
3:30 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 22 in room 1C4 of the main
building.The wearing of blue shirts on Nov. 20 to celebrate
and support gays, lesbians, bisexual, transgendered
persons and their friends will be discussed.
Pumpkins for kids
Bring your child to decorate a pumpkin between 10 a.m.
and noon, Saturday, Oct. 26, in CU2. The cost is $2 per
child. For more information contact Mary Ann Moore at
682-1611 ext. 7255.
Scholarship available
Applications for the 2003 All-USA Academic Team
Scholarships are available. Nominees from Oklahoma will
be eligible for statewide recognition and scholarships
through the All-Oklahoma Academic Team. The highest
scoring nominee will receive $2,000. Applications can be
downloaded from the Phi Theta Kappa website with an
access code. Please visit the office of Vice President for
Student Services to receive the access code and to turn in
applications. All applications must be turned in by Friday,
Nov. 22. For more information call 682-7595.
Engineering Club field trip
The Engineering Club will host its first field trip to
Commodore Aerospace Corporation at Wiley Post Airort
on Friday, Nov. 1. All interested students please sign up
on the sheet in front of office 1E5. All participants will meet
at 1 p.m. in room 1C5. For more information please e-mail
Michael Deloney at Mugenkidd@cox.net.
Future teachers scholarship available
Program for Academic Achievement Scholarships are
available for the spring semester. They are reserved for
students interested in teaching as a profession. Students
must also be interested in transferring to a baccalaurette
degree program in teacher education. PAA scholarships
cover tuition and fees and include a book lending program.
For applications see Mary Punches in the Arts and
Humanities building in 1E2-B or Sue deCardenas in 2E4A. The application deadline is Friday, Nov. 1.
Writers and artists needed for the Absolute
Submissions for Absolute, OKCCC’s literary, art and
photography journal, are being accepted this semester.
Students and staff are encouraged to submit nonfiction,
fiction, poetry, black-and-white photography and drawings.
The next edition of the Absolute will be published in April
2003. The deadline for all submissions is Dec. 1. For further
information, contact the Arts and Humanities office or Clay
Randolph at 682-1611, ext. 7238 or crandolph@okccc.edu.
Reading mentors needed
The John Glenn Elementary Partners In Education is
looking for volunteers to meet weekly with one or two
students as a reading mentor. For more information please
contact Ronda Sissons at 350-3480 or e-mail her at
ronda.sissons@westernheights.k12.ok.us.
Hospice volunteers needed
Preferred Hospice is looking for special occasion
volunteers to deliver birthday presents and some holiday
cheer. For more information contact Patricia Kriegel at 6026473.
Highlights are due by 5 p.m. each Tuesday for
publication in the next issue of the Pioneer.
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Future teachers improve skills
By Kate Brennan
Staff Writer

The Future Teachers Organization went to the Student Oklahoma Education
Association convention to
improve their classroom
skills.
The group included two
representatives
from
OKCCC and more than 75
participants statewide.
The SOEA assists future
educators in learning about

their chosen career and
provides a network of support throughout the process.
Going to the convention
is a lot about learning to
communicate with different
personalities, said Barbara
Gwinn, president of the
OKCCC FTO/SOEA.
“The conventions also allow us to interact with
other teachers and administrators that we will be
working side-by-side with
someday,” Gwinn said.
Gwinn believes it’s im-

Got club news?
Call Kate
682-1611, ext. 7676

portant to learn as much as
possible about the educational system.
“Teachers have as much
impact on children as their
parents,” Gwinn said.
The convention, held
Oct. 5, included topics in
bully prevention, grant
writing and improving ACT
scores.
“In order to be a teacher,
you have to care and be
willing to get involved,”
Gwinn said.
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Classifieds

Pioneer Classified Advertising is
free to all currently enrolled
OKCCC students and employees for any personal classified
ad. Ads must be submitted in writing with IDs supplied or work area
and college extension included.
Deadline for advertising is 5 p.m.
Tuesday prior to the publication
date. Call 682-1611, ext. 7674 for
more information.

FOR SALE: ’01 Jeep Wrangler
SE, auto, 4x4, custom wheels,
a/c, CD, white with tan soft top.
Excellent condition. 12K miles.
$15,800 OBO. Call 237-1146.
FOR SALE: ’98 Eagle Talon
TSI Turbo. Burgundy, 5-speed,
power everything, gray leather
interior, CD, sunroof. 37K miles,
like new. $9,900. Call 306-8466.
FOR SALE: ’97 Acura CL, looks
and runs great, 5-speed, one
owner. Well maintained, new tires
and brakes, sunroof, alarm, great
sound system, high mileage.
$5,000. Call 842-5595.
FOR SALE: ’97 GMC Yukon,
4WD. 80K hwy miles, 350 V-8,
black w/ gray interior, loaded, lots
of extras. $14,900 OBO. Call 6726341 or 408-7285. Leave msg.
FOR SALE: ’96 Honda Civic
EX. Black, gray interior, 2-door,
power windows, locks & mirrors.
Sunroof, spoiler, multi-disc changer, automatic, new timing belts &
tires. In good condition, perfect
mechanical condition. $7,000
OBO. Call Amber at 816-4338.
FOR SALE: ’95 Ford Taurus
Sedan, white, 3.0 Liter V6, a/c,
power seats & windows. $2,800
OBO. Call Eddie at 246-2361.
FOR SALE: ’95 Mitsubishi
Eclipse, red, 5-speed, a/c, Pioneer CD player, LCD screen for
video games, sunroof, alarm, good
condition. New clutch, timing belt
and radiator. $6,000 OBO. Call
517-2305.
FOR SALE: ’93 Ford Explorer
XLT, power locks and windows,
sunroof, new tires, new brakes,
loaded, runs great. $4,500 OBO.
Call 314-1941.
FOR SALE: ’92 Mustang, 4cylinder, auto, a/c, runs great.
School or work car. $1,950. Call
691-4531.
FOR SALE: ’91 Mazda Miata,
convertible, a/c, manual, runs
great, looks good. 132K miles.
$2,500 OBO. Call Michaela at 6920844.
FOR SALE: ’91 Honda Accord
EX, auto, new tires, loaded with
all power, 137K miles, a/c, very
clean, excellent condition. $3,900
OBO. Call 229-4279 or 605-0566.
FOR SALE: ’90 Mazda 626, 5speed manual drive, alloy rims,

tinted windows, CD, cruise, a/c.
$2,500. Call 359-8533.
FOR SALE: ’90 Ford Taurus
Wagon, auto, very reliable, clean,
160K. $1,200 OBO. 557-0738.
FOR SALE: ’89 Chevy S-10
Blazer, 4 wheel drive, 150K miles,
new tires, CD, interior damage.
$1,500 OBO. Call 447-7542.
FOR SALE: ’75 Corvette, L-48,
white, T-tops, a/c, power windows,
many extras. $8,000 OBO. Call
401-7930.

FOR SALE: Five-month-old
electric range, white, medium size.
$150 OBO. White, electric dryer,
large capacity. $50. Delivery negotiable. Call Phil at 229-0056.
FOR SALE: M BQuart Car Audio Speakers. Four 6.5 coaxial
with separate 2-way crossovers.
Two 4.0 coaxial. Original receipt
included. $400. Call 229-0056.
FOR SALE: Visioneer 3300
Scanner with cord and CD. Used
once. $75. Call Desi at 350-1146.
FOR SALE: Practically new G4
Quicksilver computer. With box.
733Mhz, 40G hard drive, 256 ram,
CDRW. With MacOS 9 and 10.
$1150 OBO. Call 912-5105.
FOR SALE: ’97 Tama Rockstar
drums, maroon, excellent condition with new heads. Perfect beginners set. Included 14” snare,
12” tom, 13” tom, 16” floor tom
and 22” bass drum. Asking $400
OBO. Call Jonathan at 820-5969
or 745-3994.
FREE: This space, to OKCCC
students, faculty and staff. Call
Grace at 682-1611, ext. 7674, to
place your free ad today!
FOR SALE: This space, for an
affordable business ad. Call Grace
at 682-1611, ext. 7674.

MUSICIANS WANTED
WANTED: Singer/frontman in
all-original hard rock band, “Redefined.” Must be able to entertain a crowd and put on a show
while sounding great. All band
members are proficient musicians. Influences include Incubus,
System of a Down, Godsmack,
and Apex Theory. Call Chris at
250-9451.

NEEDED: A good, temporary
home for a 7-year-old male, neutered, orange, long-haired tabby.
Affectionate and playful. Doesn’t
get along with other pets. Will help
with expenses. Perfect companion for calm college student until
end of year. Call Devon at 3268939 or 364-0922.
FOR SALE: Four adorable kittens, 7-weeks-old. One male

gray, one gray female, two black
females. $5. Call Kyle, 386-7382.
WANTED: Warm and loving
home for 8-month-old puppy. All
vaccinations are current. Call Bisi
at 405-824-7386 or Dane at 9221831.
FOR SALE: Five-month-old
ferret with three-story cage and
accessories. Call Rachel 9239019 or 685-1847.
FOR SALE: Doberman puppies, registered. Beautiful reds
and two rare blues with blue
eyes, 7 weeks old. $275-$400.
Call Desi at 350-1146.

FOR SALE: Scrubs. Solids and
prints. Tops, bottoms & jackets.
L-XL. Call Roberta at 782-0081.
FOR SALE: Massage recliner,
mauve. $100. Also, nice stove,
freestanding or fireplace insert
with attached blower. Can heat
1,800 square foot house, only oneyear-old. Paid $1,200. Asking
$800. Call 680-7513.
FOR SALE: Golf equipment.
Odyssey white hot putter, $100.
Calloway Knock of Irons 3-PW,
$200. Putter and irons like new.
Lightweight carry-style bag, forest green and black, $40. All for
$300 plus balls, tees, and other
golf items. Call Glen at 412-6028.
FOR SALE: Microsoft Frontpage software. Opened, but never
used. $80 OBO. Call Marissa at
204-9414.
FOR SALE: Mountain bike.
Giant brand, medium size mens,
one-year-old. Purchased new at
the Cycle Shop in OKC for $300.
Must sell! $175. Call to see 7031247 or 682-1611 ext. 7374.
FOR SALE: Brown, wooden,
changing table, $25. Little girls
dresses in good shape, $5-$10
each. Girls’ shoes, still look new,
$5. Black plastic drawers, $20.
Black purse with silver hearts, $15.
AM/FM Radio, $15. Large, glass
aquarium with water bottle and
hamster food, $50. Call 912-0890.
WANTED: Italian-speaking person needed to tutor student. Prefer person familiar with Italy. Call
Paula at 685-3013 or e-mail at
pnobles@po.okccc.edu.
FOR SALE: Two-man bass
boat with $300 trolling motor for
$350 or $250 without motor. Call
Nate at 527-4442.

Got stuff collecting dust?
Get rid of it in the Classifieds!
Advertise on this page.
If you are a student or employee...
placing a personal ad is free!!!
Call 682-1611, Ext. 7674
for details.
Ask for Gracelynn.
April Tuesdays Gift Emporium

Wanted: Student assistant for
Sylvan Learning Center near
Crossroads. 2-3 evenings per
week and every other Saturday.
15-20 hours per week. Good
people skills, work well with children, can multi-task. Call 6310700.

8611 S. Western, upstairs.
634-4831
10% Off with Student/Staff ID.
Ladies and kids clothing, home decor,
jewelry, candles, and purses.
Bridal/Baby Registry, gift baskets.
Come and see the great prices!

Real Life has no Referees!
Kindai-Ryu Jiu-Jitsu
self-defense training based on real
life situations.
Sensei “Shodan” McGuire
(405) 603-5129
www.kindairyu.com

123456789012345678901234567890121234
123456789012345678901234567890121234
Pioneer.okccc.edu
123456789012345678901234567890121234
Check it Out!!!
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Prof beats odds when novel is published
See “Vasquez,” page 1
Development.
Originally from Los Angeles, Vasquez received his
undergraduate degree in
English from George Mason
University in Virginia, then
went on to the University of
California to get his masters, also in English.
Vasquez, his wife and
children have resided in
Oklahoma for the last
seven years.
Although “Heart of the
Hawk” is Vasquez’s first
published novel, he said he
has had many short stories
published.
“To get published is like
winning the lottery,” he
said. “Those are about the
same chances a writer has
of getting published.
“Hundreds of thousands
of books don’t get published every year,” he said.
Vasquez said the publishing house putting his book
out is known for publishing lesser known and unknown writers.
“The larger houses, such

as Random and Doubleday,
stay away from the unknowns,” he said.
Vasquez has another
book due out next year
about a North American Indian who becomes part of
Napoleon Bonaparte’s army.
“That may sound a little
strange, but the whole
story tells how that was
able to happen.”
Vasquez said he writes
simply for his love of writing, not for money.
“If I make 10 cents off this
book, I will be thrilled.”
For now, “Heart of the
Hawk” will be available for
purchase on the Internet
through Amazon .com and
BarnesandNo- ble.com.

OKCCC Professor Robert
Vasquez’s first published
novel “Heart of the Hawk,”
is the story of a Vietnam vet.
He is currently working on
a second novel.

Nurses
needed
nationwide
See “Nurses,” page 1
in that they will have to
make decisions about
people’s lives, she said.
OKCCC offers two nursing programs that allow
students to become licensed as a registered
nurse: the two-year RN program and the LPN to RN
track.
The Oklahoma Hospital
Association reports that an
LPN can expect to make approximately $18,000 to
$38,000 a year, depending
on experience, and an RN
can expect to start out at
about $31,000 and max
out at around $60,000 annually.
For more information,
call 682-1611, ext. 7289.

FREE
WHOPPER
Present this coupon when you
purchase a WHOPPER sandwhich
and get a second one FREE!
(expiration date 11/15/02)

Only at BURGER KING
7409 S. May Ave.
10% discount for students, faculty
and staff with OKCCC I.D.
One coupon per customer. Not valid with any other coupon or Value Meal.

Have a story idea?
Call 682-1611, ext. 7675!

