Inside

September 23, 2002

This Week

• Listen Up Ok’ City (groan), p. 2.
• Absolute seeking submissions, p. 5
• OKCCC celebrates birthday, p. 6 & 7.
• Want to make the grade? p. 10.
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celebrates
30 years
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Tension-buster:
Physical therapy
student Shannon Grady
helps Rick Pierson
relax by giving him a
massage during the
Wellness Fair, held last
week at OKCCC.
Several students from
the Central State
Massage Academy
participated in the fair
so they could practice
their skills.

By Ashley Martin
Staff Writer

“It’s a good opportunity
because it allows our
therapists to practice
their skills in a public
setting,” said Michael
Bachus, Central State
Massage Instructor.
(For more on the
Festival of Hope
wellness fair, see inside
on page 8.)

T

he college opened its doors to students
Sept. 2, 1972. During the week of Sept.
23, OKCCC will celebrate 30 years in existence.
According to newspaper articles from the
early ’70s, in March of 1969, a committee of
the South Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce formed to circulate petitions and try to
get support for the construction of a new junior college in the area. After the committee’s
success, ground-breaking for the school happened in 1971, and construction began in
January of 1972.
Originally christened as South Oklahoma City
Junior College, OKCCC’s history began with
1,046 students enrolled under the leadership
of Dr. John E. Cleek as president.
Dr. Bob Todd, president of OKCCC since
1995, started his career at OKCCC in 1972 as
Program Manager for both the Business Management Institute and the Applied Sciences

See “OKCCC,” page 12
Photo by Kat Mohr

There’s a party
State mandates big budget cuts
goin’ on right here
By Mark Stack
Editor

O

KCCC’s 30th anniversary celebration will
take students, faculty and staff back to
the‘70s, an era of bell bottoms, smiley faces,
fondue pots and disco.
The party kicks off with the retro ’70s band
Super Freak at noon, Wednesday, Sept. 25 in
the college union.
Birthday cake also will be served from 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the college union.
The Decades Dance, at 7 p.m., Friday, Sept.
27 in the general dining area of the college
union, will close out the week. The dance is
free with a student ID and will feature a deejay.
Join OKCCC in celebration, or just grab some
free cake.
“Come and be a part of the anniversary happenings,” said Mike Jones, coordinator of student activities and promotions.

O

KCCC is looking for ways to stretch its
dollars over the rest of the school year.
All state colleges and universities must cut
their budget for the current fiscal year by 4.34
percent because of a shortfall in tax collections,
according to an announcement made by the
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education.
Knowing budget cuts were imminent, OKCCC
submitted to the regents in August a plan to
cut their budget by the mandated 4.34 percent.
Art Bode, vice president for business and finance, said the official plan regarding what
areas will be affected and how much will be
cut must be submitted to the state regents by
Sept. 27.

State revenue makes up $18.3 million of the
college’s $33.8 million annual budget.
Of the $18.3 million in state appropriations,
OKCCC will be looking to cut $798,465.
OKCCC’s total in state appropriations will now
be $17.6 million.
“All public higher education institutions and
nearly every program will see a reduction,” said
Chancellor Hans Brisch in a press release.
“These are very difficult times for our state,
and we want to do our part,” said Brisch. “Obviously, some difficult decisions will have to be
made, but we all must pull together and try to
weather this storm.”
Harve Allen, media relations director for the
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education,
said institutions have to cut more because state

See “Cuts,” page 12
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Editorial and Opinion

Patience, things will get better

Editorial

Ok’ City tired of
same ol’ music,
different station
We have all been tricked. Well, all of us who listen
to the radio, that is. But does anyone listen to the
radio anymore? For those who don’t, I can’t say that
I blame them. Here’s why.
Imagine my surprise when I was channel surfing
while driving to school one morning last summer,
only to come across The Strokes on KQSR.
Finally, I thought. That band would never get airplay on the KATT. They’re too busy cramming their
play list with Metallica, Led Zeppelin and AC/DC.
So, I left my radio on the Buzz and didn’t have to
change it for several weeks. I was happy with the
music and even happier with the fact that there
weren’t any jocks taking up space.
I heard bands on the Buzz that I hadn’t heard on
any stations around here in a long time, if ever.
Clear Channel had gotten their act together and
finally added a decent station to give the KATT a
run for their money.
Or so I thought. Slowly but surely, The Strokes,
The White Stripes and other bands that were getting airplay have faded out of the rotation.
If one were to go to the Buzz’s website
(947thebuzz.com) and click on the Buzz Artists’ icon,
under the title ‘What We Play’ one would find bands
such as Creed, Rage Against the Machine, Puddle
of Mudd, and Staind, among others.
Maybe I’m mistaken, but doesn’t the KATT play
songs by those very same bands?
Where is the difference here? I thought being different was the point! They claim to be playing music the KATT won’t play, yet I’ve heard the same
terrible Creed song on both stations, even at the
same time.
I have now come to understand that the radio
business is not about appeasing to listeners, but
instead revolves around the almighty dollar.
The Buzz has the right idea about ‘jockless work
days,’ but the jocks they do have sound like they
came straight from KJ103. Oh, wait, Mike McCoy
did come from KJ.
KATT music, KJ jocks. An interesting, if not frightening, combination.
I suppose the fact they used the term “OK’ (oak)
City” in their slogan should have been a sign.
No one from around here would even say that, let
alone broadcast it on the radio and try to make it
sound cool.
For a brief, shining moment, things were looking
up.
I’ve heard it from peers countless times, and I have
to agree: Oklahoma City radio sucks.
—Ashley Martin
Staff Writer

To the editor:
I would like to address
the recent series of letters
and student comments
about the difficulties they
have been experiencing at
the beginning of the semester. As an instructor, I am
deeply concerned about
comments such as “I will
never take another class
here.”
The changes at OKCCC
during the past year, including the construction
and new information system, have caused some difficulties, both anticipated
and unanticipated, for everyone at the college.
These projects were
implemented to ultimately
improve the quality of service provided by the college,
and as they reach completion, I’m sure the benefits
will become increasingly
apparent.
However, for the moment,
all of us, faculty, staff and
students, will have to continue to exercise patience.
I fear that students will

not return, regardless of
the quality of the educational experience they receive in my classroom.
I hope the student will
realize that our faculty is of
the highest quality, extremely student-focused
and concerned about the
educational experience of
every student.
In addition, we have some
of the best educational facilities of any two-year or
four -year institution in
Oklahoma, including excellent science facilities, learning and computer labs, and
the library.
Despite being frustrated
by long waits, confusion
over financial aid and payment options, or bookstore
pricing, please give the faculty an opportunity to give
you a great educational experience before making a
final decision about your
enrollment at OKCCC.
I suppose at the end of
the day, what I am asking
is that, as we all continue
to wind our way through

Voice your opinion.

It’s FREE!!!

learning this new process,
that the students will ask
themselves if the quality of
education that the faculty
provide is worth a few misunderstandings and delays.
I believe that if they approach this question with
an open mind they will see
that the answer is: “Yes.”
—Dr. Debra L. Burris
Professor of Physics
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Comments and Reviews

Honest answers seem hard to come by
To the editor:
As a third year pre-education major at OKCCC, I
am able to utter only one
word about this semester’s
disbursement of Pell grant
and Stafford Loan checks.
Disgust.
Due to “new policy
changes” and “the new system,” no one really knows
why the checks have been
delayed, or at this point even
cares. I, for one, just want
the truth.
I must first explain that I
am a 32-year-old married
student with two children.
I have long since learned
not ever to rely on money
not earned by labor to pay
a bill. Unfortunately, this
Pell money comes in handy
for my living expenses.
The circumstances of
each OKCCC student can-

not be mitigated through
the downright lies the students have been told to
avoid any confrontation.
The buck stops here. Literally.
This student has found
out only through pure perseverance, that:
°The checks will be
mailed on Sept. 18, not
picked up by the student
on that date.
°Even though my Stafford Loan was released
from the bank, and I am a
third-year student, I will
not receive the check until
after 30 days of its release
because this is the first
time I have ever applied for
an additional loan.
° “Yes, It has been 30 days
since the bank released
your loan; however, we will
deduct any student fees

owed at the Bursar’s office
and release your check only
when your Pell grant comes
in.” (I am a scholarship student and do not owe any
fees.)
° Pell grant checks will be
mailed Friday.
° Guess what? Now I am
told the checks will not be
mailed until sometime in
the middle of next week.
Whose money is this anyhow? This student is beginning to believe the college
is making one heck of an
interest rate at every
student’s expense.
All I ever needed to hear
was the honest truth from
the beginning to be prepared for the inevitable.
Instead I have been misled by redirection over the
last month, setting myself
up for yet another let-down.

“All I ever needed to hear was the honest truth
from the beginning to be prepared for the
inevitable.”
—Toni Carney
Pre-education major
In addition, I am left with
an overwhelming feeling of
being sucker-punched. I
really doubt any money the
college has its mitts on will
be released any time soon,
and that includes Oklahoma Tuition Aid Grants.
Do I stand alone here? I
am only one voice demanding an explanation from our
helpful financial aid office
and the Bursars.
Some of these workers
are suffering just as much,
if not more, than the average student. These employ-

ees have been working until midnight and fielding
phone calls from disgruntled students since the
beginning of the semester.
We deserve the truth.
I believe if each OKCCC
student in a similar situation would take just 30
minutes and e-mail the editor of the Pioneer, our college newspaper would be
bombarded. Then some action would finally be taken,
instead of our money.
—Toni Carney
Pre-education major

‘Beg, Borrow and Deal’ a new reality show with a twist
What does it take to navigate across the country
with only the clothes on
your back?
ESPN is giving a look inside what it actually takes
with their new reality show/
nationwide scavenger hunt
called “Beg, Borrow, and
Deal,” airing at 7 p.m. every Tuesday night on ESPN.
Hosted and narrated by
Sportscenter anchor Rich
Eisen, the game consists of
two four-person teams.
The object?
Contestants cross the
country and complete 10
out of 40 tasks, while only
having what they are wearing and their driver’s license.
The contest started in
Times Square in New York
City. Players must complete
the 10 tasks and make it
back to the prison cell at
Alcatraz Island formerly
belonging to Al Capone.
The two teams are not allowed to have credit cards,
handle or accept money,
maintaining the idea that
they must scrape and barter for everything they need.
A few of the 40 tasks the

two teams must complete
include shagging fly balls in
batting practice from a real
Major League Baseball
player, be a cheerleader for
an NBA team, catch a 35yard pass from an NFL
quarterback or play a state
gover nor in a game of
Twister in his office.
After one show thus far,
Team Cobi, consisting of
Josh, Bubba, Juliet and
Kelli, have taken a 2-0 lead
over Katie, Julian, Aubrey
and Tony of Team Contact.
Begging appears to be the
best option as Bubba convinced a complete stranger
from North Carolina to let
Team Cobi sleep in her hotel room in Secaucus, New
York. Bubba credited the
snag of her hotel room
through that little thing
called “southern hospitality.”
Each team is required to
get six hours of rest each
day.
Cobi took the lead after

completing two tasks, having their picture taken with
Olympic gold medalist
Summer Sanders and after
all four members caught a
35-yard pass from New
York Giants quarterback
Jesse Palmer.
Through the consistent
effort of begging and nagging the Giants public relations office, Cobi member
Josh was able to get them

onto the field so all four
could catch a pass.
While Team Cobi was
waiting around outside to
get into the Giants practice
facility, they had the fortune of suckering Giants
All-Pro cornerback Jason
Sehorn into giving them a
ride into Manhattan.
While Team Contact was
down 0-2, they began to
show signs of life by mount-

ing a comeback at the end
of the show and through
previews of the next week’s
show.
Although I hate getting
trapped in the drama and
psychotic lives of other
people, “Beg, Borrow and
Deal” has a unique twist to
it — it’s all about sports!
Besides, how funny is it
to watch a girl catch a 35yard pass from a real quarterback?
I can tell you for a fact,
it’s freaking hilarious.
—Mark Stack
Editor

KNOW YOUR COLLEGE
Is there something about the college you’d like
to know but aren’t certain who to ask? We’ll ask
for you! Send us your question and we’ll get the
answer! All appropriate questions and answers
will be published here. Send your question to
editor@okccc.edu or call 682-1611, ext. 7675 or
stop by the Pioneer,
located at 2M6 of the main building.
(right off of the elevator)
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Absolute preparing for another year, edition
By Jennifer M. Jackson
News Writing I Student

The OKCCC literary journal of more than 25 years
is once again taking submissions for its spring publication.
The Absolute, which has
become a part of OKCCC
heritage over the past decades, will be taking submissions from now until
Dec 1.
Students, faculty, staff,
and community members
can submit essays, short
stories, poetry and art work
to the college’s literary
journal, which is published

annually.
To submit work, contact
Clay Randolph, professor of
English, who has held the
position of faculty adviser
of the Absolute for the past
10 years.
A submission form is also
available on the OKCCC
Arts and Humanities
website.
The website gives the Absolute staff permission to
print the submitted work
they receive, but does not
take away the author’s
rights to the work.
Randolph said hundreds
of submissions are received
each year for publication in
the Absolute.
Last year the Absolute

published 38 works, including 12 short stories, six
essays, 13 poems, and
seven photographs or artwork.
“Creative Writing students submit a lot,”
Randolph says. “I would
like to see more personalexperience essays submitted by freshman.”
The selection process
that deter mines whose
work will be published in
the literary journal is in the
hands of student editors
along with Randolph.
Although Randolph reads
each manuscript that is
submitted, he says he
leaves most of the decisions
up to the editors.

“I would like to see more personal
experience essays submitted by freshman.”
—Clay Randolph
Professor of English
“The student editors have
almost complete control
over what will be included
in the Absolute,” he said.
Randolph encourages
anyone who is interested in
becoming a published
writer to submit work to the
Absolute.
Those who are published
will be recognized at a reception held for them in either April or May of next
year.

Randolph believes that
the Absolute is important.
“It gives people a place to
express themselves and is
also one of the oldest institutions in the college. “
Student editor Cynthia
Sabouri said that the Absolute gives writers confidence.
“It’s always exciting to see
your work in print,” she
said.
“Seeing it spurs the person on to do more.”

Campus literary magazine relies on student editors
By Jennifer M. Jackson
News Writing I Student

It takes a dedicated staff
of volunteer student editors
to shape a pile of submissions into the compact
package of about 40 pieces
of writing and art, which
make up the Absolute,
OKCCC’s literary magazine,
said Clay Randolph, professor of English, and publication adviser.
The fate of the Absolute
is in the hands of student
editors as they read
through hundreds of submissions each year in
search of the few that will
actually become published.
The student editors’ jobs
include “reading manuscripts, proofreading, and
determining which submissions will be published,”

Randolph said.
Vickie Hamm, Absolute
editor for the past three
years, said the process of
choosing which pieces are
actually published is not
easy.
“Every editor has copies
of each submission so they
can give each piece their
full attention,” she said.
The editors read through
each one independently
and then meet to discuss
which ones they feel should
be published.
She said this process
takes place several times
over the course of the fall
semester. Then, in December, they review their decisions and make it final.
In order for a person to
submit their work, they
must sign a release form,
which allows the editors to
know who wrote each submission.

The purpose is not for
identification but to authorize publication.
Besides holding the job of
editor, the editors of the
Absolute also have the opportunity to contribute
their own work.
Hamm said, even though
they serve as editors, they
all read each other’s submissions and follow the
same process as they do
with any other contributor
to determine which ones
will be published and
which will not.
“Editors’ papers go
through the same process
as everyone else’s,” said
Hamm.
“Just because they’re editors doesn’t mean their
work will be published.”
Student editor Cynthia
Sabouri said working on
The Absolute staff has
many benefits.

Sabouri received a student editor position after
taking a writing class with
Randolph.
“Professor Randolph was
impressed with my writing
and asked me to be an editor,” she said.
Working with the Absolute has shown Sabouri the
wide variety of creative talent OKCCC has to offer.
“The Absolute shows
what a high caliber school
OKCCC really is.” she said.
Sabouri encourages students to get involved with
the Absolute, whether as
an editor or as a contributor.
“If students are interested
in writing or art, the Absolute is an outlet to get their
work printed,” she said.
“The more work they have
printed, the more well
known they become.”
Hamm agreed.

“It’s a privilege to be editor of the Absolute. I do my
best to give each submission my undivided attention.“
Being an editor is something Hamm takes great
pride in.
“It is an honor to read
each submission and be
around such great writers.
You see such promise as
you read each submission,”
she said.
According to Randolph,
the Absolute can always
use another good editor.
Those interested in becoming a student editor for
the Absolute should contact Randolph at 682-1611,
ext. 7238.

Customer Sales/Service Representative
APAC CUSTOMER SERVICES, Inc. has immediate openings for qualified Candidates who have a telephone sales background.
Previous Customer Service or Sales experience is preferred and you must have excellent verbal and listening skills. A solid work
history with at least 6 months of continuous employment with a company is needed for consideration.
In addition, you must be able to type at least 15 wpm and possess basic PC skills.
F/T & P/T positions, (both afternoon & evening shifts) are available for dependable, self-motivated individuals.
We offer competitive wages, with a bonus potential!
Apply in person at 4233 Charter Avenue in OKC,
(We’re on the south side of I-40 & Meridian, 2 blocks east of Meridian on Highline Drive, 405-290-7777).
Apply online at: www.apaccustomerservices.com or fax at 951-0532.
APAC CUSTOMER SERVICES, INC. is not affiliated with APAC, Inc., the road paving and construction company. EEO/AA (M/F/D/V)
APAC Customer Services, Inc. promotes a drug free work environment.

The PIONEER is
your newspaper!
Tell us what you
want to see!
Call 682-1611,
pioneer.okccc.edu
ext. 7675.
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Fun-loving vocalists
form Chamber Singers
By Shannon Mead
News Writing I Student

If a beautiful sound captivates your attention as
you move from class to
class, it could be that of one
of the many choirs offered
at OKCCC.
Chamber Singers is one
such choir offered to students and is the only choir
that requires an audition.
It is comprised of 16
voices ranging from soprano to bass and is under
the direction of Jonathan
Stewart, the new professor
of music at OKCCC this
year.
Stewart said he has been
pleased with the turnout so
far.
He considers the choirs to

be “an energetic and fun
group to be a part of.”
Auditions were held during the first week of classes
this fall and were made up
of 25 to 30 participants.
Auditions will be held
again during the first week
of classes in the spring semester.
Students can earn one
credit hour toward an elective and may receive partial tuition waiver.
When selecting members
for this choir, Stewart said,
“We are looking for responsible individuals with
a good ear for music.”
Members of the Chamber
Choir say they enjoy being
a part of the group. Kristen
Epperson is a member.
“It’s a lot of fun with very
talented people.” she said.
Joe James said it’s a fun

group to belong to.
“The audition was a little
different from what I expected but it does bring out
your skill and talent.”
For those who haven’t
had a chance to check out
the college choirs in action,
below are some upcoming
events to attend.
The Fall Concert will include Chamber Singers and
the Concert Choir, beginning at 8 p.m., Oct. 25, in
the OKCCC theater.
Also upcoming is the
Christmas Music Dinner
featuring the Chamber
Singers at 7 p.m., Friday,
Dec. 6, in the college union.
Students who are interested in finding out more
about Chamber Singers or
any other choirs can contact Stewart at 682-1611,
ext. 7249.

Comedy-drama featuring
students set for next month
By Lacey Lett
News Writing I Student

Four OKCCC thespians
will show off their acting
abilities in the comedydrama called “The Immigrant” that will open on
campus Thursday, Oct.4
and run through Oct. 6.
The comedy of early twentieth-century immigrant life
starts at 7:30 p.m. in the
OKCCC theater.
Professor Ruth Charnay,
the play’s director, describes the play as a comedy-drama set near the
turn of the century.
A Russian-Jewish peddler, played by Zakee King,
moves to Galveston, Texas,
to make a new home for his
family.
He meets a couple, played
by Jessica Ball and Beau
Elliot, and moves in with
them.
Throughout the play, the

“This is a funny, subtle play. Everyone should
watch it!”
— Jessica Ball,
OKCCC student
couple learns of the immigrants’ skeletons in the
closet.
Ball plays Ima Perry in
the play. Ima is the wife in
the host family that befriends the peddler.
Ball is a first-year student
at OKCCC. She was in
drama for four years at U.S.
Grant High School and is
now taking drama classes
at the college.
Ball said she saw the tryout schedule for the play
posted in the Arts and Humanities building and became interested in it.
“This is a funny, subtle
play,” she said. “Everyone
should watch it!”
King plays Haskell, the
immigrant, and Courtney

Diehl plays Leah, Haskell’s
wife.
A free preview will be held
on Oct. 3 for students.
Admission is $5 on Friday through Sunday.
Students with a valid student ID will pay $4.
The cast will take this
play to the American College Theater Festival from
Oct. 24 through 26 at the
University of Central Oklahoma.
Anyone can attend the
competition, Charnay said.
Those interested in going
to the competition should
contact Charnay at 6821611, ext. 7246 for more information on the time and
exact location of the competition.

Book sale proceeds
to fund scholarship
By Rony Medrano
News Writing I
Student

During its upcoming
book sale, OKCCC’s Engineering Club hopes to
raise more than $1,500
for the Jack Cain Memorial Scholarship, said
Mark Walters, president
of the group.
The fund-raiser will be
held Tuesday and
Wednesday, Oct. 1 and
2 in the lobby of the main
building, from 9 a.m.
through 5 p.m.
The scholarship was
named in the memory of
mathematics Professor
Jack Cain, who had been
teaching at the college
since the day it opened,
said Walters,
“Cain was a well-liked
professor throughout the
college,” Walters said.
Cain died as a result of
a mountain climbing accident. The Engineering
Club collected more than
$1,000 in his memory
last year, said Walters.
“We will have hun-

dreds of books for sale,”
said Walters. “We will
have any kind of book
you can think of. There
will not be a fixed price
on the books.
“We take donations.”
The books are donated
from various people
throughout the college.
In fact, donations of
books are still being accepted.
“We need books,” said
engineering Professor
Masil Masilamani.
Anyone who has a
book that he or she no
longer uses can donate
it to this fund-raiser.
In order to qualify for
this scholarship certain
rules
apply,
said
Masilamani.
The student must be a
pre-engineering major,
must have completed 15
credit hours or one semester towards engineering at this college,
and must have a minimum GPA of 3.0.
For more information
on how to qualify, or how
to donate books, call
Masilamani at 6821611, ext. 7394.

Coming
soon

Let your
opinion be
heard!

‘The
Immigrant’

Write a letter to
the
editor...
editor@okccc.edu

: pm
October   
(Free student
preview October )
**********************
Contact Ruth
Charnay at 
 
  for more
information

YOUR IDEAS,
COMMENTS, AND
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From a farm field to a first-class
college, OKCCC grows in style

In early 1971, OKCCC was merely an idea on a billboard in the middle of a
barren field. The buildings pictured at left were torn down to make room for
South Oklahoma City Junior College. The college was later renamed
Oklahoma City Community College.

After a groundbreaking ceremony Oct. 28, 1971,
that included OKCCC President John Cleek and
then-Oklahoma City Mayor Patience Latting,
construction began on what is now known as the
main building.

Photos courtesy of OKCCC PR Dept.

The first classes were taught in what were considered to be innovative
open air classrooms. Carpeted walls separated the different rooms. There
were no permanent walls at the time.

The college as it looks today. Major renovations to update the
college have been ongoing since January 2001. In addition, a
separate four-story library, complete with a chiming clock tower,
was completed in September 2001.

Staff Writer • Kate Brennan • 682-1611, ext. 7676
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Long-timers remember good ol’ days
By Ashley Martin
Staff Writer

T

ime flies when you’re having fun, and that saying holds true for
some longtime professors at OKCCC.
“[I have enjoyed] watching the south side [of Oklahoma City] grow,” said Ron Summers, accounting
professor at OKCCC for 25 years. “The school and
the chamber [of commerce] work together, and
that’s been really neat to watch.”
Many changes have occurred at OKCCC over the
years, Summers said, but the one that stands out
to him is the growth of the faculty.
“I used to know everyone on the faculty,” he said.
“Now I hardly ever run into any of my friends.
“It’s harder to catch up on the gossip,” he said,
smiling.
Ron Summers
Summers said he knows he’s
stayed in the place that’s right for him.
“This school’s been good to me,” he said. “I
wouldn’t choose any other job. If I could do it all
again, I would be right here.”
Anna Wilson, dean of the science and math division, has been an OKCCC employee for 29
years.
“I have remained at the college…because
of my love for teaching and seeing students
achieve their personal and educational goals,”
Anna
Wilson said.
Wilson
Wilson said she fondly remembers seeing
how many faculty and staff could fit around
the lunch table, discussing and solving the
problems of the world and the college.
“[This institution stands out] because of its innovative and dedicated
faculty, exceptional facilities and an outstanding student body,” she
said.
Richard Rouillard, English professor at OKCCC, said he has one special memory from his career at OKCCC that stands out for him.

“The thought [that] keeps coming back to me over and over is the
image of my receiving the President’s Award for Excellence in Teaching
given at commencement,” he said. “I was surprised
and yet the words of thanks to my wife, my children
and to my colleagues for all of their support over the
years came very easily to me.”
Rouillard said the people involved in OKCCC are
what make it an exceptional college.
“This is a learning community which attracts a
certain kind of student and a certain kind
of faculty,” he said.
“Those who like what they are involved
in work to make it better. People make the
Richard
difference.”
Rouillard
Dave Archer, professor of music at
OKCCC since the college’s doors opened,
said he is impressed with how much the
college has grown over the years.
“We have gone from a single, open-space,
underground facility in 1972 to a beautiful, multi-building campus in
2002,” he said.
“[We’ve grown] from a first graduating class of five
to several hundred in 2001.”
Archer said one of his first memories of the college
is an unusual one.
“One morning we arrived to find a large semi-trailer
cab ‘parked’ inside the main building.
“Apparently, the driver had been traveling down May Avenue, turned onto the divided drive to the main building and just
kept going down the ramp, crashed through
the front doors, and stopped just about
Dave
where the staircase is located near admisArcher
sions,” Archer said.
In addition to runaway trucks, Archer
said, he has stuck around OKCCC for so
long simply because it is a wonderful place
to work.
“We have such exceptional folks here, including staff, faculty, administration and students,” he said.
“Why wouldn’t someone stay?”

First graduate proud to have been part of college’s beginning
By Mark Stack
Editor

S

hag-carpeted walls, open classrooms, pass or fail grades and a
building that sat halfway underground.
That’s how one of OKCCC’s very first graduates, Steve Franks, 49,
remembers his glory days at South Oklahoma City Junior College, now
called OKCCC.
“It was comforting to know that if a tornado ever came, we were already safe underground,” said Franks.
Franks graduated in 1973 with a degree in diversified studies. He
now resides in Coffeyville, Texas.
He credits OKCCC for making his life much easier once he decided to
earn a degree in psychology at Central State University, which is now
called University of Central Oklahoma.
“I’m so proud because [UCO] accepted all my basics from SOCJC,
which made getting my degree in psychology a breeze since I didn’t
have to take any nonsense classes,” said Franks.
After graduating from UCO, Franks went on to join the Marine Corps.
He spent 22 years of what he called the best years of his life as a pilot.
Retired as a lieutenant colonel from the Marine Corps, Franks now
has the luxury of flying all over North America as a pilot for the largest
professional corporate aviation company in the world, NetJets.
Originally a helicopter pilot, Franks used the last several years in the
Marines to learn to become a jet pilot.
“It was hard, but it is something I really wanted to do,” said Franks.
No matter what he goes on to accomplish in his life, Franks said,
OKCCC will always hold fond memories in his heart.
“It was a special place for me,” said Franks.

It was a proud day for South Oklahoma City Junior College as the first graduating
class received their diplomas. Nowadays, hundreds of students graduate each
year with the commencement ceremony held at the Cox Convention Center.
Steve Franks, far right, said he remembers those days fondly.
“Faculty and students were so cool and laid back, it was just a great
atmosphere to be a part of,” he said.
“And to be a part of its beginning for something that is still going
strong after all these years really is a wonderful thing.”
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Hope festival promotes mental awareness
Walk seen as a way to promote mental health and serve as an example to physical fitness

A

pproximately 300 people participated in
the Hope Walk held on Sept. 14 at
OKCCC, raising $54,000.
The symbolic mile-and-a-quarter walk was part
of a three-day Festival of Hope that was developed by Contact Crisis Helpline.
“We’re proud that OKCCC was chosen by Contact to be the site for this event,” said Chris Moler,
director of recreation and community services.
The purpose of the walk was to promote mental
health and to serve as an example of practicing
physical fitness, which contributes to wellness.
“The whole reason to have this walk is to create
awareness that Contact exists for people who are
in need and to give families hope,” Moler said.
“I think the walk is a wonderfully symbolic gesture to recognize families who have lost love ones
to suicide.”
The ages of people involved with the walk ranged
from 2-year-olds to adults.
Julie and Joe Martine decided to bring their
grandson Ean Heise along to walk with them.
“I love to walk. I think it is a very valuable way
to
support
dif ferent
causes,” Julie said.
She said she brought her
grandson because she
wants to start a tradition of
walking together for a
cause.
“I want to teach him at an
early age that it is important to help people,” she
said.
In addition to the walk,
there also was a Wellness
Fair from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in the college union.
The Wellness Fair consisted of about 40 vendors
to supply people with all
kinds of information on
mental health, health
awareness and lifestyle enhancement.
Several exhibits focused
on health and wellness, and
numerous presentations on
a variety of topics meant to
help people’s lives.
Some of the exhibitions
included Blue Cross/Blue
Shield, Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and
Substance Abuse Services,
Integris Health–Mini Mental
Health Tests for Seniors
and St. Anthony Center of
Behavioral Medicine–Stress
Ean Heise, 2, runs ahead of
Screening.
his grandfather, Joe Martine,
“The Wellness Fair is a
during the recent Festival
great and free opportunity
of Hope walk.
for people to get information
about what’s available,”
Moler said.

Walkers warm up with some some stretching exercises before the walk. Members of OKCCC’s
advanced Boot Camp program led the group.

All the participants in the
Festival of Hope begin the
walk around the college
campus. The Festival of
Hope was developed by
the Contact Crisis
Helpline to promote
support for mental health.

Photos and text
by Kat Mohr
Dr. Angela Shepardson explains the purpose and benefit of
using exercise rehabilitive therapy products to Rhonda Little,
Deaconess Health Promotions Coordinator.
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International
students seek
understanding
By Daniel Lapham
News Writing I Student

September 23, 2002 • PIONEER • 9

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊
Be a Part of the New Homeland Security Agency!!!
The U.S. Coast Guard, the uniformed Maritime Law Enforcement
Agency under the Department of Transportation, has immediate
openings for highly motivated people to help meet challenges
associated with the new homeland security Agency missions.
Requirements: U.S. citizen or legal resident, ages 17 to 29.
To schedule an interview at OKCCC
or for more information please call 1-800-GET-USCG
or contact us on the web at: WWW.GOCOASTGUARD.COM

It Pays to
advertise in
the Pioneer!
Call 682-1611,
ext. 7674
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

Do You Suffer From Irritable Bowel Syndrome?
Many OKCCC international students believe that education and respect for the beliefs of others can correct
many of the misunderstandings they face.
Some of the students recently expressed thoughts on
the cultural and political tensions that have arisen since
the Sept. 11, 2001, tragedies.
Their thoughts for a solu“Has America
tion vary.
really gone
Majid Khan, from Bombay,
to stop the
India, said the solution is to
try and understand another
terrorists or are
person before passing judgthey in the process
ment.
of creating future
“...if everyone would take
terrorists?”
the time to learn a little about
—Majid Khan
Islam and learn to distinOKCCC
Student
guish one kind of people from
another, then things would
make a lot more sense.”
Khan said the worst after-effect of Sept. 11 for Muslims’ is that it has “really given a very bad name to Islam.
“...everyone thinks that being a Muslim means being a
terrorist.
“Islam,” Khan said, “actually translates to mean peace.”
Nabeel Arshed, from Pakistan, agrees that respect is
the key.
“There are many different sects of Islam much like
Christianity, and to judge them all by the beliefs of one
is simply wrong.
“To create peace we must give peace,” Arshed said.
Fabricio Brandao from San Paulo, Brazil, feels he has
likely been spared some of the prejudices his fellow students have faced.
“I think [it’s] because I work at the library and am really friendly to everybody so people know who I am.”
However, Brandao said, he sees that problems exist
and said there is but one solution.
“That is through educating people about other people’s
culture,” he said.
“I’m not talking about school or college. In the United
States the easiest way to educate people is through the
media.”
In the process of resolving the issues of hate and prejudice Khan said he wonders how far the United States
[government] will go in the war against terrorism.
“Has America really gone to stop the terrorists or are
they in the process of creating future terrorists?”
OKCCC provides an outlet through its Department of
Cultural Programs for students interested in learning
more about other cultures.
Norton Arbelaez, cultural assistant for the Department
of Cultural Programs, said the program can be used to
educate the public as well as open a window to the world.
“This program is an opportunity to see some of the
best the world has to offer right here on campus.”
For more information, call 682-1611, ext. 7579.

Have you been diagnosed with irritable bowel syndrome?
Are you currently experienceing symptoms? OR
Do you suffer from abdominal pain/discomfort
and altered bowel habits?
Then you may qualify to participate in a clinical research study
of an investigational medication.
Study participants receive:
Investigational Study medication, Study Related Testing and
Medical Examinations at no cost.
For More Information Call The Lynn Institute at
44-STUDY (447-8839).
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Highlights
Revisit the ‘70s with Super Freak
Super Freak will be performing at noon on Wednesday,
Sept. 25 in the general dining area of the college union for
a flashback to the ‘70s.
Come and boogie at the Decades Dance
The Decades Dance will be held at 7 p.m. on Friday,
Sept. 27, in the college union to celebrate the 30th
anniversary of OKCCC. All students are welcome.
Admission is free with a student ID.
Attention faculty and staff
The September payroll checks will not be available for
distribution until 9 a.m. Monday, Sept. 30.
Cultural Brown Bag Lunch Series
The office of Student Support Services welcomes
everyone to participate from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. on
Thursday, Sept. 26, in room 1F6 in the main building. The
meeting will discuss current issues in a relaxed and
informal setting. Bring a lunch or just drop in to listen or
discuss.

Photo by Kate Brennan

Hittin’ the books: OKCCC students Marcus Simpson, Joel Carlson, Clayton McGregor,
Chris McGregor and Tyler Warren do some last-minute studying before their next class.

‘Around Campus’ needs volunteers
The “Around Campus” show on channel 18 is looking
for volunteers for the upcoming Halloween Safety Show.
Children, ages 3 to 9, are needed for a filming the last
week of September. A volunteer to demonstrate holiday
gift wrapping is also needed for October. For more
information on being involved in either of the shows, email Stacy Meldrum at SJMeldrum@okccc.edu.
Writers and artists needed for the Absolute
Submissions for Absolute, OKCCC’s literary, art and
photography journal, are being accepted this semester.
Students and staff are encouraged to submit nonfiction,
fiction, poetry, black-and-white photography and drawings.
The next edition of the Absolute will be published in April.
The deadline for all submissions is Dec. 1. For further
information, contact the Arts and Humanities office or
Professor Clay Randolph at 682-1611, ext. 7238 or
crandolph@okccc.edu.
Nigh Scholarship available
The office of Prospective Student Services is currently
taking applications for the George and Donna Nigh $1,000
scholarship. The application deadline is Oct. 1. To qualify
the student must be a resident of Oklahoma, a GPA of 3.2
or higher, enrolled in a degree program that will lead to a
career in public service, enrolled at OKCCC for a minimum
of 12 credit hours per semester, a graduate of an Oklahoma
high school and must be able to attend a required
leadership academy from Thursday, Feb. 27 through
Monday, March 3.
OU speaker to talk about health fields
The Health Professions Club is sponsoring Susan Tucker
of the OU Health Science Center to speak on the various
programs offered by the College of Allied Health, including
Physical Therapy, Radiology, Sonography and Nutrition.
The presentation will be held at 12:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept.
26, in room 1C4 across from the science center. Everyone
is welcome to attend.
Highlights are due by 5 p.m. each Tuesday for
publication in the next issue of the Pioneer.

Workshop to improve life skills
By Kate Brennan
Staff Writer

Gary Cohen will be teaching effective study skills
and life skills in his seminar, “Better Grades in Less
T ime” at noon Monday,
Sept. 23, in college union
room 2.
His goal is to teach students to become all around
better people, as well as
professional students.
“[Cohen] considers life
skills to be an important
part of being a professional
student,” said Mike Jones,
coordinator of student activities and promotions.
Getting the right amount
of sleep and eating a
healthy diet can help to
keep students alert.
Students will then benefit
from a better comprehension of the material.
Proper study skills are
also key to being successful in school.
Cohen will help students
understand some simple
ways of comprehending difficult material through a
form of speed reading and

“[Cohen] considers life skills to be an
important part of being a professional
student.”
—Mike Jones
Coordinator of student activities
and promotions
other avenues.
This seminar can help
with the habits of mind
wandering, re-reading passages, feeling sleepy while
reading, and many others,
according
to
www.
totalsuccess.com.

Cohen passes on the
knowledge of his mentor,
Gary Tuerack, founder of
Total Success, with the
continuation of seminars
throughout the nation.
For more information go
to www.totalsuccess.com.
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Classifieds

Pioneer Classified Advertising is
free to all currently enrolled
OKCCC students and employees for any personal classified
ad. Ads must be submitted in writing with IDs supplied or work area
and college extension included.
Deadline for advertising is 5 p.m.
Tuesday prior to the publication
date. Call 682-1611, ext. 7674 for
more information.

FOR SALE: ’01 Jeep Wrangler
SE, auto, 4x4, custom wheels,
a/c, CD, white with tan soft top,
excellent condition. 12K miles.
$15,800 OBO. Call 237-1146.
FOR SALE: ’98 Eagle Talon
TSI Turbo. Burgundy, 5-speed,
power everything, gray leather
interior, CD, sunroof. 37K miles,
like new. $10,900. Call 306-8466.
FOR SALE: ’97 Ford Mustang.
Green, 5-speed, one owner,
power everything, alarm system.
84K hwy miles, excellent condition, drives great. $5,800. Call
306-8466.
FOR SALE: ’97 GMC Yukon,
4WD. 80K hwy miles, 350 V-8,
black w/ gray interior, loaded, lots
of extras. $14,900 OBO. Call 6726341 or 408-7285. Please leave a
message.
FOR SALE: ’96 Chevy S-10. 4cyl., 5-speed (manual), 2.2 ltr,
85,000 miles, a/c, all maintenance
records. Call Neill at 722-7510.
FOR SALE: ’95 Mitubishi
Eclipse, red, 5-speed, a/c, Pioneer CD player, LCD screen for
video games, sunroof, alarm, good
condition. New clutch, timing belt,
and radiator. $6,000 OBO. Call
517-2305.
FOR SALE: ’93 Chevy Lumina
APV LS (van). One owner. All
power, cassette, AM/FM, load lift
system, 15” wheels, new tires, 7passenger modular, red, 138k
miles. $3,500. Call 376-1258.
FOR SALE: ’93 Ford Explorer
XLT, power locks and windows,
sunroof, new tires, new brakes,
loaded, runs great. $4,500 OBO.
Call 314-1941.
FOR SALE: ’92 Mustang, 4cylinder, auto, a/c, runs, great
school or work car. $1,950. Call
691-4531.
FOR SALE: ’92 Honda Accord
LX, auto, a/c, all power, CD, new
timing belts, clean, loaded, 173K
miles. $2,900. Call 229-4279.
FOR SALE: ’91 Mazda Miata,
convertible, a/c, manual, runs
great, looks good. 132K miles.
$2,500 OBO. Call Michaela at 6920844.
FOR SALE: ’91 Honda Accord
EX, auto, new tires, loaded with
all power, 137K miles, a/c, very
clean, excellent condition. $3,900

OBO. Call 229-4279 or 605-0566.
FOR SALE: ’90 Mazda 626, 5speed manual drive, alloy rims,
tinted windows, CD, cruise, a/c.
$2,500. Call 359-8533.
FOR SALE: ’90 Ford Taurus
Wagon, auto, very reliable car,
clean, 160K. $1,800 OBO. Call
557-6738.
FOR SALE: ’89 Chevy S-10
Blazer, 4 wheel drive, 150K miles,
new tires, CD, interior damage.
$1,500 OBO. Call 447-7542.
FOR SALE: ’84 Honda Prelude, cute, sporty, sunroof, CD,
new speakers. Runs well. $1,500.
Call 947-1577.
FOR SALE: ’75 Corvette, L-48,
white, T-tops, a/c, power windows,
many extras. $8,000 OBO. Call
401-7930.

FOR SALE: Five-month-old
ferret with three-story cage and
accessories. Call Rachel 9239019 or 685-1847.

FOR SALE: ’97 Tama Rockstar
drums, maroon, excellent condition with new heads. Perfect beginners set. Included 14” snare,
12” tom, 13” tom, 16” floor tom,
and 22” bass drum. Asking $400
OBO. Call Jonathan at 820-5969
or 745-3994.
FOR SALE: iMac 600, 256
RAM, 40 GB hard drive, CD-RW,
MacromediaFlash,Dreamweaver,
Firework, Freehand software and
books included. 6 months remaining on 12-month warranty. $700
OBO. Call Mario at 202-6018.
FOR SALE: Electric wheelchair
carrier, fits in trailer hitch, electric
operated. Also has crank in case
of car battery failure, never hooked
up. Paid $1,100, will take $800.
Call Red at 634-9559.
FOR SALE: Kenwood CD
player, MP3 files, flip up, and detachable face. Only used for two
months. Originally $374, asking
$250 OBO. Call 392-9714.
FOR SALE: 150-watt Crate 8channel P.A. head, $350, and
Star System speakers. One
speaker for $200; two for $395. All
in good condition. Call 324-0894
or 206-1049.
FOR SALE: Mid-80s Gibson
Flying-V, yellow metal-flake with
gold hardware, locking tremelo, &
case, $550; mid-80s Gibson Invader w/case, $350; Carvin X100-B, 100-watt tube amp, 2channel, EQ, reverb, foot switch,
$350; Carvin 4-12 cabinet, $350;
Peavey 50-watt amp. 2-12 combo
phase shifter, reverb foot switch,
$250; Peavey 8-chan. board w/
case, $150. Call Nelson at 7932774.

NOW HIRING: Employees to
conduct surveys over the phone.
Part time with day and evening
hours, 20+ hours a week- set your
own schedule. Located in Moore.
Questions: Please cal Arnella of
CHS and Assoc. at 415-3017.

FOR SALE: Golf equipment.
Oddessy white hot putter, $100.
Calloway Knock of Irons 3-PW,
$200. Putter and irons like new.
Lightweight carry-style bag, forest green and black, $40. All for
$300 plus balls, tees, and other
golf items. Call Glen at 412-6028.
NEEDED: Non-profit organization needs volunteers and donations. For more information visit
www.GodsPreciousGifts.org.
FOR
SALE:
Microsoft
Frontpage software. New, opened
but never used. $80 OBO. Call
Marissa at 204-9414.
FOR SALE: Mountain bike.
Giant brand, medium size mens,
1 year old. Purchased new at the
Cycle Shop in OKC for $300. Must
Sell! $175. Call to see 703-1247
or 682-1611 ext. 7374.
FOR SALE: Brown, wooden,
changing table, $25. Black stacking plastic shelves. Three with
top, $25. Little girls dresses in
good shape, size six. $5-$15 each.
Cash only please. Call Teresa at
912-0890.
WANTED: Italian-speaking person needed to tutor student. Prefer person familiar with Italy. Call
Paula at 685-3013 or email at
pnobles@po.okccc.edu.
FOR SALE: Two-man bass
boat with $300 trolling motor for
$350 or $250 without motor. Call
Nate at 527-4442.
FOR SALE: Small standing
case with collectors dolls. Asking
$100. Call Red at 634-9559.
WANTED: Clean roommate to
share current apartment within
walking distance of OKCCC. Prefer non-smoking. Call 684-9432.

MUSICIANS WANTED
WANTED: Singer/frontman in all
original hard rock band, “Redefined.” Must be able to entertain
the crowd and put on a show,
while sounding great. All band
members are proficient musicians. Influences include Incubus,
System of a Down, Godsmack,
and Apex Theory. Call Chris at
250-9451.

123456789012345678
123456789012345678
123456789012345678
pioneer.okccc.edu
123456789012345678
123456789012345678

Got stuff collecting dust?
Get rid of it in the Classifieds!
Advertise on this page.
If you are a student or employee...
placing a personal ad is free!!!
Call 682-1611, Ext. 7674 for details.
Ask for Gracelynn.
Real Life has no Referees!

April Tuesdays Gift Emporium

Kindai-Ryu Jiu-Jitsu
self-defense training based on real
life situations.
Sensei “Shodan” McGuire
(405) 603-5129
www.kindairyu.com

8611 S. Western, upstairs.
634-4831
10% Off with Student/Staff ID.
Fall and Halloween Items, home decor,
jewelry, candles, and purses.
Bridal/Baby Registry, gift baskets.
Come and see the great prices!
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The big 3-0 has college partying
“OKCCC,”
Cont. from page 1
Institute, now the divisions
of business, and science
and math.
Todd said that over the
years, he has stored many
fond memories of the
college’s early days as a
brand new institution.
“Each of the 30 graduation ceremonies have been
memorable,” Todd said.
“[Also, I benefited from]
working with brilliant
people like Dr. Bruce Owen
(former vice president for
Academic Affairs) and Al
Taylor (former vice president for Administrative
Services).”
After 30 years, OKCCC
keeps growing, and Todd
said he attributes that to
Oklahomans.
“The people of central
Oklahoma recognize that
the college’s faculty and
staff are doing [the] right
things in [the] right ways to
enable students to suc-

Student aid
survives
budget cuts
“Cuts,”
Cont. from page 1
regents decided not to cut
scholarship and aid programs.
“Universities and colleges
must take a 4.34 percent
cut rather than a 4.25 percent cut because scholarship and aid programs were
not affected by the mandated cut,” said Allen.
Brisch gave the reasoning
why these programs were
left alone.
“The state made a commitment to Oklahoma students to help pay for their
college expenses if they met
certain requirements,” he
said.
“They are keeping their
end of the deal, so we must
also keep ours.”

ceed,” he said.
What started out in 1972
as a small, underground
facility where students and
faculty shared the same
parking spaces, is now a
two-building entity, housing approximately 11,000
students each full semster.
A celebration is planned
to mark the anniversary.
The Campus Activities
Board has some special

events planned to recognize
the anniversary, including
a performance by ’70s disco
band Super Freak on Sept.
25, and the Decades Dance
set for Friday, Sept. 27.
Todd said the 30th year
celebration will be combined with the dedication of
the main building renovation and the library’s newly
remodeled third and fourth
floors.

Women’s Oral Contraceptive
Research Study
The Lynn Institute is now participating in
a clinical research study on behalf of a
pharmaceutical company of an investigational combination in women of child
bearing potential 18-40 years of age.
The combination of oral contraceptives
is designated to allow for quarterly
rather than monthly menstruating,
thereby reducing the number of menses
from 12 to 4 per year.
You may be eligible to participate in this
national research study.
Participants will receive:
Up to 12 months of study related medication, Study
related physical, Laboratory tests & pap smears, and
Compensation for time and travel.

For More Information Call the Lynn Institute
at 44-STUDY (447-8839)

