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English professor
has plans to leave
quilting legacy
Facing an uncertain future,
Linda Thornton pieces her life together
By Ashley Martin
Staff Writer

L

inda Thornton knows
she won’t be alive
years, possibly even
months, from now.
So she quilts — but not
just ordinary quilts.
Since retiring from
OKCCC last spring, the English professor has filled
her days lovingly piecing together fragments of fabric.
The finished product will
be physical reminders of
how much she loves and
cares about her family.
Thornton knows she is
dying.
She also knows her children will cherish these
quilts for years to come.
When Thornton was first
diagnosed with breast cancer in August of 1997, she

decided to take that semester off and undergo chemotherapy.
While receiving treatments, her mother-in-law,
Marie Thornton, gave her a
quilt top and offered to let
Thornton complete it.
Thornton did just that,
and proudly calls the beautiful finished project her
“chemo quilt.”
“That whole winter, while
going through chemo without a hair on my little head,
that’s what I did,” she said.
Thornton eventually went
into remission and returned to her teaching job
at the college.
In June of 2000,
Thornton’s mother-in-law
lost her own battle with
breast cancer.
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In it for the long hall: Because of ongoing construction, students now have to use an
See “Thornton,” page 12

alternative corridor to the math area. Students will be pleased to know that the construction
surrounding in that area will be completed January 2002.

Student missing; family in Japan fears for daughter’s safety
By Ashley Martin
Staff Writer

M

ayuko Kawase, a Japanese student at
OKCCC, has a mother on the other side
of the world who is worrying about her.
Her daughter has reportedly been missing
since Aug. 20.
The last person known to have seen her was
Brenda Paine, also a student at OKCCC.
Kawase’s mother, Reiko Kawase, contacted
Paine from Japan on Aug. 26.
She was concerned because she had not
heard from her daughter in several days.
Kawase’s mother said the last time she had
any contact with her daughter was through an
e-mail Kawase sent to her on Aug. 21.

The last time she
spoke to her by
phone was Aug.
13.
When Kawase’s
mother tried to
contact OKCCC to
find out information about her
daughter, she had
a very difficult time
communicating
Mayuko Kawase
with the college
staff due to the language barrier.
Kawase’s mother said she had an Englishspeaking friend call the college for her, but her
friend does not speak fluent English, making
it difficult for her to receive exact information.
Paine, who drove Kawase to and from the col-

lege every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday,
said she dropped Kawase off at the Albertson’s
store located at 7000 S. May Ave. on Monday,
Aug. 20.
Paine said Kawase mentioned needing to go
to Kinko’s, located at 2205 S.W. 74 St., to pick
up something for one of her classes.
Paine said she did not know if Kawase ever
attempted to walk to Kinko’s, which is close to
her home at Cinnamon Square apartments,
6624 S. May Ave.
Paine said Kawase did not attend classes on
Tuesday. She said when she didn’t hear from
her on Wednesday, she went to Kawase’s
classes to see if she had been attending.

See “Missing,” page 12
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Editorial and Opinion

Thanks given to pint-sized samaritan

Editorial

Economy’s fate
up to its people
Only 29 days until the voting booths open and I
return to my old high school to vote for the second
time in my voting career to decide the fate of
Oklahoma’s economy.
Now would probably be a good time to start sending out propaganda.
The following statements are not my own. They
are the intellectual properties of various groups
either for right-to-work or against right-to-work.
Voting yes would destroy thousands of lives by
causing extremely low wages and poor working
conditions.
Voting yes would cause over one hundred thousand people to lose their health care coverage.
That’s just what the commercials say.
On the other hand, according to the State Chamber of Commerce, Oklahoma’s association of business and industry, voting yes would bring more
jobs to Oklahoma.
Voting for right-to-work would boost Oklahoma’s
sagging economy.
It would help Oklahoma compete for jobs against
Texas, which, by the way, is a right-to-work state
and just gained two seats in Congress.
Because of the lack of right-to-work, Oklahoma,
instead of gaining a seat, lost a congressional seat.
That’s what the “vote yes” people are saying.
Let’s get back to the other hand, shall we?
According to the website www.protectOKfamilies.com, families in states without right-to-work
laws make about 15 percent more than the rightto-work states, on average.
Of the 15 states with the lowest average annual
pay, 10 are right-to-work states.
The median household income in non right-towork states, which Oklahoma currently is, is about
$5,000 more than states with right-to-work, like
Texas. (Note: I think Oklahoma and Texas are poor
examples, but it does help my point.)
That’s what the “vote no” people are saying.
And over at www.okrighttowork.com, a site for
state question 695, says Texas and Kansas, both
right-to-work states, have higher real per capita
income than Oklahoma.
Everything is extremely confusing.
There is one fact that we can all believe, thankfully. We are losing a congressional seat. Oklahoma
isn’t growing fast enough.
Right-to-work would be a change of pace. SQ
695 supporters have a stronger argument than
groups against SQ 695.
But I learned a neat lesson in the then-domeless Oklahoma state capital.
Laws can be changed if the people want them
changed.
—Vu A. Vu
Staff Writer

To the Editor:
I recently benefited from
the honesty and integrity of
an OKCCC student and her
child.
While we have been unsuccessful in trying to learn
that student’s identity,
hopefully she will read this
letter and accept my sincere appreciation and congratulations on the wonderful set of values she is
teaching her 5-year -old
child.
One evening during the
rush of admissions activity,
I withdrew cash from the
ATM machine located outside that office.
Somehow managing to

miss $40 of it, I contacted
my bank to report a possible error on the part of the
machine.
The bank called back a
couple of days later telling
me an OKCCC student had
called to say that while she
was in line at admissions,
her 5-year-old child found
$40 in the ATM machine!
Not only did I get my account credited for $40, but
this student’s 5-year-old
child was awarded $20 by
the bank as a reward for
honesty.
Given the extraordinary
effort required to notify the
bank and attempt to locate
the rightful owner of this

Are you just bursting
to be heard by people
who can change
things? e-mail us at
editor@okc.cc.ok.us

money, this student truly
deserves commendation.
—Ruth Boone
Director
Human Resources

•It Pays to
advertise in the
PIONEER•
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Comments and Reviews

Book terrifying after 20 years
In most cases, the
book is better than the
movie. However, there is
always an exception.
“The Shining” by
Stephen King is one of
those exceptions.
“The Shining” is a
classic horror story that
continues to chill the
spine after more than 20
years in print.
Most people have seen
the movie before but
some may not have read
the book.
I recently read “The
Shining” and found it
lacking that certain
edge-of-your-seat suspense.
The book is still a
great thriller but the
movie portrays some aspects of the story better.
For instance, the book
has hedge animals in
the shapes of a rabbit,
dog, and lions. These hedge
animals are possessed by
the evil spirits of the hotel
and try to kill anyone who
is a threat to their existence.
The movie excluded this
part which was probably

wise since it was more
childish than it was scary.
The most disappointing
part was the ending.
The demise of Jack
Torrence (the lead character in the story) is depicted
in the book much differ-

ently than in the
movie.
Instead
of
freezing to death,
Jack ends up
killing himself by
smashing a mallet into his head.
Afterwards,
Danny escapes
by blowing up
the hotel.
Even though
the book has its
downfalls, it is
still worth reading.
The book gives
an
extensive
history of the
hotel and its
ghostly occupants.
It explains in
detail Danny’s
clairvoyance gift
called the shine.
Anyone who
loves the movie and is interested in learning more
about the story background should read this
book.
—Kat Mohr
Staff Writer

Fans becoming green with envy
The self-titled, notbrand-new album from
Weezer, also known as “the
green album,” is a definite
must-have.
It is chock full of happy
tunes that are great for a
little pick-me-up while getting ready to go out on a
Saturday night or driving to
school Monday morning.
Aside from “Hashpipe,”
the first single released
from the disc, there are
plenty more songs worth
listening to.
“Island In The Sun” is one
of my personal favorites.
It has a great rhythm going, one I quickly memorized and enjoy humming
along with.
“Oh Girlfriend” is another
goody.
It reminds me of a song a
high school guy in a band

would write for the girl who
just dumped him.
It’s a sweet song, but not
too sappy for the boys.
Weezer narrowed the album down to 10 songs after
writing more than 100
songs since their last album “Pinkerton” was released.

Weezer plans on
releasing those unheard tracks in an
album that will
hopefully be out
next year.
Also back producing this album
is Ric Ocasek, the
Carrs lead singer
who produced Weezer’s first album.
Over all, this is a
terrific album to
add to any collection.
Both past Weezer fans
and those who have yet to
experience them can appreciate this album.
—Ashley Martin
Staff Writer
Interested in writing a
guest review? Call Mark
at 682-1611, ext. 7675

The nebulous
World of mr. Vu
Pettiness makes
the world go down
I’m ashamed of myself.
All I could think about during the first two weeks
of school were the long lines, the crowded halls, the
price of books.
I cursed under my breath when I couldn’t find a
parking spot where I usually park. I thought about
why I had to wait in line for 20 minutes just to buy
$2 worth of pens.
I thought about how I made a mistake by taking a
class that took too much of my free time.
I was pissed about having to take another science
class to graduate and having to take a lab course to
get one more credit.
When I got new shoes, I thought about how light
and comfortable they were and how cool they
looked. I was mad that I paid $30 more than at another store though.
Every time I drove past a gas station, my blood
pressure jumped to match the increased prices. I
sighed in frustration while waiting to talk to someone about a story.
All the while, a world away in Japan, Mayuko
Kawase’s mother was worried about her 21-yearold daughter.
It was Mrs. Kawase’s birthday, you see, and her
daughter didn’t call her. And Mrs. Kawase became
worried.
She called the police. And we learned that
Mayuko, an OKCCC student, a member of the
OKCCC family, was missing.
Oklahoma City police began looking for her last
Monday.
We still don’t know where Mayuko is.
She’s been gone for almost two weeks now. Police
say her bank record shows a withdrawal of $105 on
Aug. 23, one day after she was last seen.
I hope she just rebelled and decided to go on a road
trip somewhere to find herself.
However, logic and history tell me otherwise.
I still hate waiting in line.
It’s too noisy to study during passing times.
I can barely drive in the parking lot when illegally parked cars block my path.
Going to class sucks.
I’m tired.
I want to go home.
—Vu A. Vu
Staff Writer

write the editor @ www.editor.com
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Flag football may
be in jeopardy
By Vu A. Vu
Staff Writer

Monday morning quarterbacks have until Tuesday, Sept. 18, to test their prowess on the field by
signing up for OKCCC’s intramural flag football
tournament in the Wellness Center cage.
Corey Massey, pre-engineering major, said he has
tried to get his friends to sign up.
“It sounded fun. I saw the sign and it was something I could do on the weekends.
“It’s a good activity and I could get a little extra
aerobic activity.
“It didn’t look like too many people signed up. I
tried to get a few friends to sign up,” Massey said.
Flag football rules require that each team have
seven players.
Teams must start and finish a game with no fewer
than five players.
According to the sign-up sheet, if at least four
teams are not signed, the season will be cancelled.
Kelie Solis, intramural and sports specialist, said
teams will play one-hour games once a week for
six weeks.
The first game will be played at 10 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 22, if enough players sign up.
Players can use any plays they want, Solis said,
as long as there is no tackling.
Winners of the series will win T-shirts. Players
will referee themselves.
Blocking is allowed, according to the rule book,
as long as players keep both hands behind their
backs and both feet are on the ground.
Rolling blocks, cross body blocks, crab blocking
and forearm shivers are prohibited.
The office of Recreation and Community Service
will provide footballs and flags. There is no cost to
participate.
For more information, contact Kelie Solis at 6821611, ext. 7786.

Staff Writer • Ashley Martin • 682-1611, ext. 7675

Afternoon siesta:

Dwight Gullickson takes some time out of his busy day to catch
a nap on a bench in the lobby of the OKCCC theater.

Globe-trotting teaches
professor about world
By Jennie Rosch
News Writing I Student

From Arizona to Australia, professor Trina Medley
has definitely used the
world as her classroom.
Medley has been teaching
World Regional Geography
at OKCCC for the past four
years.
At the end of last spring
semester she was presented an award for Outstanding Adjunct Faculty
for the Division of Social
Sciences.
“I get really excited about
teaching,” said Medley.
“With the help of technology and multimedia, everything I need is at my fingertips.”
Medley began her teaching career in Phoenix, but
soon found herself in Australia. She taught social sciences there before deciding
to continue her education
overseas.
Medley traveled to Europe where she remained
for two years studying and
earning a living working in
a coffee shop.
She said the best thing

Photo by Kat Mohr

Trina Medley
about being in another
country is she was able to
live what she was teaching.
Her experiences have impressed her students.
“I was amazed at how
much knowledge she had
about other cultures,” said
Kasha Marlow, elementary
education major.
“It’s as if she’s teaching
about her own experiences
and not relying completely
on a book.
“Her lectures flowed more
like conversations,” said
Marlow.
Regional geography is

more than rivers and
mountains. It extends into
the cultures, politics and
social habits of the people
in different regions of the
world.
Medley was able to bring
her experiences back into
the classroom.
Once back home in the
United States, Medley said
she retired for about 20
years to focus on her new
relationship with her husband and the family that
was soon to follow. After
helping raise five children,
her time off had lasted long
enough.
Medley retur ned to
school in 1989 to further
her understanding of what
she enjoyed.
Only 11 years later she
earned a doctorate in history from Oklahoma State
University in Stillwater.
Although finished with
her own formal education,
Medley plans to help others continue theirs for a
while.
“Learning what I teach
isn’t just done through listening,” said Medley. “The
students get to learn visually and that’s what makes
it more fun.”

Staff Photographer • Kathryn Mohr • 682-1611, ext. 7676
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OKCCC students respond to construction
looked like before the
“He showed
has caused production major,
remodeling began.
me where all of
problems for completely agrees
Carter is a firstthe classrooms
Roberts that with the project.
time student at
“I think it was
are.
she would raOKCCC, but said he
necessary.
“American
ther avoid.
OKCCC students share already knows what
“It was time for an
people are very
“It took me
many different opinions an inconvenience it
sweet and kind.
[what seemed update to the
about the remodelis to have
They guide me
like] forever in school,” he said.
ing currently under
entry 1
[We needed] to get
when I need
the financial
way on campus.
closed.
rid of Thurman Relerford help,” Shajiee
aid ofJancy Roberts
Matt Leveridge,
“Since
t h a t
said.
fice,”
who is undecided
this is my first she said.
70s look.”
Although students would
about his major,
year here, I don’t
Arta Shajiee, like to see the remodeling
Roberts said she
said he doesn’t
know what was would like to see the
new OKCCC project completed soon, the
have a preference
wrong [with the bookstore finished
student hasn’t projected date of compleabout which part of
campus].
had any prob- tion isn’t until January 1,
first.
the construction is
“But I’m sure
lems getting to 2003.
Maggie Peters,
completed first.
[the remodeling] psychology major,
her classes
U n t i l
Matt Leveridge
Leveridge said he
is for the
on time.
then, stualso felt
does have one combest,” he
Shajiee,
dents and
everyplaint. He dislikes walking said.
microbiolfaculty will
thing
Maggie Peters
in tunnels of sheetrock.
Jancy Roberts,
ogy major,
have to rely
was fine
“The arduous trek surgical technology
on each othe way it was. said she learned her
through the vast array of major, said she
ther and a
“I guess with way around the campus
sheetrock,” he said, refer- thought the appeargood sense
every change, long ago.
ring to the narrowed hall- ance of the campus
“The first time I came
of direction
something good
ways in the main building. was fine and that it
to get awill come out of to this college was with
Chad Carter, mechanical didn’t need a facemy brother 10 years
r o u n d
it,” she said.
engineering major, said he lift.
Arta Shajiee
campus.
T h u r m a n ago.
never saw what the college
The construction
Relerford, film
Chad Carter
By Ashley Martin
Staff Writer

College flag display
showcases different
cultures, countries
By Ashley Martin
Staff Writer

OKCCC will recognize its
international students with
a display of flags from 20
different countries.
The flags will be displayed
in the college student
union.
Dr. John Hughes, dean of
social services, said the
purpose of the flags is to
promote awareness of the
ethnic diversity of the college.
“We’re trying to encourage our students to make
the acquaintance of international students,” he said.
Hughes said there are
currently about 500 international students enrolled
at OKCCC.
The flags were also used
as part of the international
theme of Arts Festival Oklahoma.

Hughes said students
don’t take advantage of the
opportunity to learn about
other cultures as often as
they should.
With use of the Internet
widely available, Hughes
said, it is becoming easier
to learn about other countries.
OKCCC is striving to get
that message across in every classroom.
“Our plan is to have a global aspect included in every course in the curriculum,” he said.
“We need to make available every opportunity for
our students to learn about
our increasingly interdependent world.”
The college has organized
priority teams.
One of those teams is the
Global Society Team.
The Global Society Team
made the recommendation
to the college that the flags
be displayed.
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Online student records access limited — for now
By Mark Stack
Editor

“Accessing your student
records online at night is
like dating a supermodel,”
said OKCCC student Dave
Navarro.
“It isn’t going to happen.”
Navarro is not alone in
his frustration with the
computer system’s limitations. Hundreds of students are in the same bind,
wondering why student
records are not accessible
online after hours.
Director of Computer
Systems Development
John Richardson explained
why the college system is
unavailable after a certain
time.
“We [do] a lot of jobs on a
nightly basis that require

us to shut [the system]
down,” he said.
The jobs Richardson is
referring to are backing up
files and data, running and
generating around 50 to 60
reports each night, and
transferring student payments through the bookstore.
“[Each night] we are
backing up files of students
for the past 15 years,”
Richardson said. “That’s
over 250,000 files. That
takes awhile, not to mention all the other files that
we are backing up.”
Currently, students can
access records until 8 or
8:30 p.m. each weekday
night.
Richardson said the jobs
and tasks performed each
night often run until 5 or 6
a.m. He said that leaves approximately 10 hours out of

GED graduates move
into next stage of life
July 27 marked a milestone for OKCCC’s GED
class.
Of the 256 students who
passed the GED, 69 took
part in graduation ceremonies held in the college
union.
State Sen. Keith Leftwich
was the keynote speaker.
The following students
graduated:
Lindsay Anderson, PaulaJean K. Armstrong, Robert
Lewis Bales, Rozella P.
Becerra, Shelly Faye Bertin, Tina Laray Bessler,
Amber M. Blanton.
Lorrie L. Carruth, Monica
M. Cary, Nor ma Alicia
Cervantes, Dale Coover,
Karen S. Crocker, Jamey
Leon Curry, Hilarie Dawn
Danner, Bethany L ynn
Deese, Sheila Dutton.
Michael Lloyd Easley,
Bethany M. Eckart, David
Wayne Ferrell, Doyle R.
Ferrell Jr., Amy Elizabeth
Glass, Romona Lea Grider,
Odilia L. Gutierrez, Ricardo
Gutierrez.
Amanda Sue Hendrix,
Arvina L. Henson, David
Rexford Hill, Karrie Dianne

Hood, Ryan B. Hudson,
Krystal Jean Keeler, Darrell G. Kroth, Andrea
Large, Elisa McCall Lewis.
Brandon Wayne Maloy,
Jamye Mason, James M.
McAllister, Jeannie McCleskey, Charlotte Janell
McKelvy, James Michael
Meeh, Zechariah Meyer,
Jessica Breanne Millwee,
Brian C. Mohow.
Mario Daniel Morales,
Michael G. Morgan II,
Teresa D. Mullins, Rosa
Murray, Michael James
Nehls, Denis Nolasco,
Caleb Victor Owens.
Michael Parker, Jacqueline Parker, Melanie Placker, Peggy J. Reece,
Christie Schwenke, Rebecca M. Sewell, Joshua H.
Schreve, Jennifer L. Spencer, Heath L. Stafford, Stephanie Stephens, Joshua
Swanger.
Patricia Putnam Tate,
Emily S. Tison, Desiree
L ynette Violette, Jimmy
Payron Walker, Cheryl
Lynn Watts, Mitch Watts,
Bryan Steven Willoughby,
Gary Lee Wolf Jr., Amanda
Nicole Worley.

the day that student
records are not available
online.
Navarro said he would
like to see student records
available for more than 14
hours a day.
“I wish it was accessible
at least through midnight,”
said Navarro.
Richardson said the students’ concerns are valid.
“…We’re addressing it,”
he said. “They want more
access, we want to give
them more access, and that
will come.
“We would ultimately like
[the records] to be accessible for about 22 hours a
day, where we can shut [the
system] down for two hours
and install or back up files,”
Richardson said.
“But we are far from that

“Accessing your student records online at
night is like dating a supermodel. It isn’t
going to happen.”
— Dave Navarro
OKCCC student
number.”
Another problem students face is the “session
expired” page that pops up
when loading student
records.
Richardson said the
problem is high Internet
traffic which mainly occurs
at the start of a semester.
“I try to use the analogy
that if Interstate 240 were
closed and they re-routed
the traffic onto May [Avenue], there would be a
huge traffic jam because
May was not built to hold

that kind of traffic.
“Same with our student
records server.”
Richardson said [his department] continually fine
tunes the software to minimize the problem, but it
still continues because only
so much can be done with
their software and resources.
Richardson said he hopes
that one day, the college
will have a second system
that can be used to access
records while the first system backs up files.

Staff Writer • Vu A. Vu • 682-1611, ext. 7676
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Left: Amy Perkins visited Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe,
Africa. A million gallons of water surge over the
mile-wide waterway each second.
Locals have named the falls "The
Smoke that Thunders."
Right: Amy Perkins left
the States May 1 for
Livingstone, Zambia, to
embark on a three-week
mission trip with Jimmy
Hodges Ministries
International.
She was in Africa with a
team of 23 pastors and
volunteers.

By Elizabeth N. Braker
News Writing I Student

R

ecent OKCCC graduate Amy Perkins,
20, Oklahoma City, spent
three weeks of her summer
trekking through the African bush.
Perkins left the States
May 1 for Livingstone, Zambia, to embark on a threeweek mission trip with
Jimmy Hodges Ministries
International. She was in
Africa with a team of 23
pastors and volunteers like
herself.
Perkins described the
African’s “utter poverty.”
“I saw dirty, skinny faces
that became homes for
flies, tummies bloated with
malnutrition, and callused
feet with open sores,” she
said. “I saw faces lined with
deep creases and hardened
with wind and pain.
“The houses I saw were
nothing more than shacks,
some stable looking leantos about the size of my
bedroom and others, grass
and bamboo huts.
“Their entire goal for their
day is to find enough food
for tomorrow,” Perkins
said. “The only thing I could
do was leave them the only

true hope in a place
where it appears there
is none.”
The team stayed in a
hotel in Livingstone,
Perkins said, but it was
nothing like a vacation
in the United States.
Above: During the pastors’ conference, former OKCCC
“I had to get used to
student
Amy Perkins worked with up to 800 African children
cockroaches all over
a
day, using an interpreter when necessary.
the walls and taking
baths in brown water,”
Perkins said.
Yet, Perkins still fell in
“The only thing I could do was leave
love with the country after
them the only true hope in a place where
only her first day.
it appears there is none.”
“The incredibly deep blue
sky, puffy clouds, grass,
—Amy Perkins
and balboa trees... were
OKCCC Graduate
like everything I’d always
pictured Africa to be.”
Jimmy Hodges Ministries received their first Bible at different tribal languages
International is a non- the conference.
are spoken.
profit organization based in
During the pastors’ conWhen they arrived in a
Oklahoma City. Founded ference, Perkins traveled village, hundreds of chilby Jimmy Hodges, the with four other team mem- dren would “come out of
organization’s purpose is to bers to various villages, nowhere,” she said. “We
train pastors and church usually visiting as many as [sang] and [told] the story
leaders in African coun- five in one day.
of the greatest love of all.”
tries, and to equip the AfAfter the conferences, the
By the end of a day, she
ricans with the tools to entire team drove to about had worked with somestart their own churches.
two villages a day, some- times more than 800 chilPerkins’ group spent the times an hour and a half dren.
first half of their trip run- away.
“It was kind of over ning pastors’ training conPerkins worked with the whelming, but it was excitferences. Approximately African children in each ing too,” she said.
230 African pastors and place, using an interpreter
Perkins said she realized
church leaders attended.
when necessary. Although that probably half of those
“Some walked and rode English is the official lan- children would be dead bebicycles for days... to get guage in Zambia, among fore age 20. Of Zambia’s 9
there,” Perkins said. Many the small villages about 17 million people, 1.8 million

are expected to be dead of
AIDS by the year 2010.
“I was overwhelmed because I couldn’t do anything about it,” she said. “If
I gave them a cookie,
they’re going to be hungry
again, but… the Word of
God will last forever… I realized that I had to give
them something lasting.
“If all I went there for was
humanitarian reasons, I
could never adopt all 3000
children I saw.”
Instead, she said, she
had the opportunity to
show them that “somebody
loved them, to show them
that they are important.”
Perkins graduated from
OKCCC in May with an associate degree in political
science. She will pursue
degrees in foreign affairs
and government at the University of Virginia in the fall.
“I want to take the heart
I developed for people there
and bring it back to what I
need to do here.”
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Affordable aerobics
help students stay fit
By Vu A. Vu
Staff Writer

Students can sweat for peanuts.
The office of Recreation and Community Service will offer special discounts
to all students wanting to enroll in four
exercise programs.
Chris Moler, director of Recreation
and Community Services, said for only
$10 a month, students can enroll in
Water Exercise, Deep Water Exercise,
Combo Aerobics or Interval/Step Aerobics. Moler said he’d even let students
have the first session free to see if they
like it.
Trish Wheeler-Schoonover, OKCCC
microcomputer support technician, has
been an OKCCC aerobics teacher for the
last nine years.
Wheeler-Schoonover became addicted
to aerobics 12 years ago as a result of a
back injury she suffered while diving at
Turner Falls.
“I love helping people change their
lives,” she said. “We only have one body
and we need to treat it right.”
She said on average, aerobics students who follow a restrictive diet could
shed a half to a full pound a week.
She said students could see a difference in appearance in two to three
months, depending on body type.
“The secret is to burn more calories
than you take in,” she said.
Wheeler -Schoonover said variety
makes her classes fun.
Otto Kling, one of five male students
in Wheeler-Schoonover’s class, is 72years-old.
“[Aerobics] keeps you young. See, I’m
72 and I can keep up with these young
ones,” Kling said.
According to a chart provided by

Wheeler-Schoonover, aerobic dance/
step exercises can burn anywhere from
seven to 11 calories per minute. The
heavier a person is, the more calories
they burn.
The chart also said sitting still burns
about one calorie per minute, walking
burns six to nine calories per minute,
and basketball burns seven to 11 calories per minute.
Also, if weight loss is a major goal, a
person should exercise for at least 30
minutes a day, five days each week.
Moler hopes the student discount will
attract more students to OKCCC’s fitness classes.
Matt Roberson, a former University of
Central Oklahoma football player and
OKCCC student, said students should
exercise because of basic health concerns.
Roberson, who had to get fit for football, stopped exercising two weeks ago,
however.
“I got tired of doing it [because of
school],” Roberson said.
Activities like Deep Water Exercise give
students a different workout.
“The Deep Water Exercise is great for
people getting back into shape,” Moler
said.
“You get a comprehensive body workout with no pressure on your joints because you’re completely immersed.”
Non-student fees per month can be
as high as $30.
Moler said the office of Recreation and
Community Service is reaching out to
serve students better with the discount.
He said students only need a student
I.D. to qualify for the discount.
A brochure is available in the office of
Recreation and Community Service.
For more information, contact the office of Recreation and Community Service at 682-7560.

College for teens
Xtremely fun-filled
By Shanna King
News Writing I Student

Too many young teens
don’t have enough to do in
their spare time. They are
either too old for a baby sitter, too young to stay home
by themselves or they are
just plain bored.
OKCCC offers a summer
program called College for
Kids, which offers many
camps for all ages.
One such program is designed for kids ages 11 to
15, known as Teen Xtreme
Camp.
It provides teens with
jammed packed summers
with new friends, field trips
and life-long skills all of
their own.
Clay Scott, 14, spent part
of his summer in the Teen
Xtreme program for the
second year. Scott said
making friends and going
on field trips are what he
liked best about Teen
Xtreme.
Mark Knippers, a director for Teen Xtreme for
three years, works during
the school year at Stonegate Elementary School in
Oklahoma City where he
teaches pre-school children.
Knippers said during the
summer he works with
young teenagers because of
the leadership qualities the
children are learning. He
said the program was
launched four years ago
and was aimed to create

leadership, social skills and
positive behavior as well as
success as a team player.
During the school year
activities for the children
who were enrolled in Teen
Xtreme are held once a
month to continue the
friendship and the connection, said Knippers.
There are 11 weeks total
of Teen Xtreme camp and
each child must enroll in at
least five weeks.
There are also two locations for Teen Xtreme. One
is held at OKCCC and the
other is held at Western
Oaks Middle School located
at 7200 NW 23 Street.
Transportation is provided
for the children who attend
Teen Xtreme at Western
Oaks.
“By providing transportation it makes it easier on
the parents,” said Knippers.
Each week is named for
the field trip that is prepared for that week. The
last week, “The Big Send
Off,” was July 30 to Aug.
3. The children traveled to
Six Flags to celebrate in a
big summer way.
Jon Schwartz, 13, said he
enjoyed his second year at
Teen Xtreme.
To pay for the field trips
the children raised $2,000
by doing fund-raisers, said
Knippers.
Counselors are there to
make sure the trips and the
activities during the week
run smoothly.
Ashley Harlan, counselor,
said this was her first summer working with Teen
Xtreme. She has worked at
various camps and really
enjoys working with children.
“You get positive responses and the camp
teaches the children how to
reach goals,” said Harlan.
Knippers agreed.
“The camp is only as good
as the counselors and we
have some great counselors,” said Knippers.
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Vending machines
cause headaches
By Marissa Shirley
News Writing I Student

OKCCC has 10,000
thirsty and hungry students who are always in a
hurry.
So what do these
students do when they
need a quick snack to get
them through class?
They put their money in
one of the 80-plus vending
machines, and most of the
time the machines give
them what they want.
However, occasionally
the machine takes their
money and they get nothing
in return.
To boot, no money comes
back.
Where do students go
when this happens?
Students should go to
the cafeteria and wait in
line to get their money
back, said Heather Sanchez
of Sellers Catering.
What happens when the

cafeteria is closed? Students have to wait until the
next day to get their money
back.
This leaves many students wondering what happens to those who can’t
come to campus the next
day before the union closes.
Several students were
asked if they had lost
money in the machines.
Heather Pearsall, music
major, suggested that students who can’t make it to
the college before the cafeteria closes should be able
to get a refund from the
evening administrator.
Dana Stevenson, Gear
up coordinator for OKCCC,
suggested that the bookstore would be a better alternative to seek reimbursement than the cafeteria which has more limited
hours. Almost all agree it’s
a hassle to wait to get their
money back.
Paula Belcher, secretary
for Dean of Enrollment
Management, agrees it’s a

OU transfer standards
may increase next fall
By Ashley Martin
Staff Writer

Last month, the University of Oklahoma Board of
Regents approved a change
in standards for transfer
students with less than 60
credit hours.
According to
Matt Hamilton,
assistant vice
president of adm i s s i o n s ,
records and registration at OU,
if the State Regents approve the change,
transfer students who have
not yet completed 60 hours
of coursework will be required to have a 2.5 cumulative GPA.
Currently, students are
admitted to OU with a GPA

of 2.0, and in some cases
with a GPA as low as 1.7.
Hamilton says the proposed change is suggested
as a result of studies showing that students who
transfer to OU with 60 or
more credit hours and a
GPA of 2.0 or better have a
reasonable probability of
being successful
at OU.
He said less
than 50 percent of
students
who
transfer to OU
with fewer than 60
credit hours and a
GPA lower than
2.5 are academically successful.
Hamilton said the new
admission standards are
intended to ensure that
students who transfer to
OU will be more likely to
succeed academically.

hassle, especially
for
night students.
“For a lot
of people,
they
lose
their money
due to a lack
of
time,”
Belcher
said.
Meredith
Dunkeson,
history and
humanities
major, said
because the
cafeteria is
not centrally
Photo by Kat Mohr
located, she
Give me my pop: Student Mike Cook said he really didn’t have
believes students have much trouble with the vending machines at the college. “I’ve only lost my money
no
clue once in the Pepsi machine in the main building,” said Cook.
where to go
or don’t have
the time to go before or af- easier for students to find their money so they can let
ter class.
in a hurry.
the company know that it
She said that although
Students should be pa- needs to be fixed. Otherthe bookstore is located in tient with the cashiers in wise, the problem will conan odd spot now, it’s more the cafeteria and let them tinue with other students
centrally located and know which machine took and cause more hassles.

Got any
club
news?
**********
Call Vu at
682-1611,
ext. 7676, or
visit the
Pioneer office
located in
2M6, across
from the
elevator on
the second
floor of the
main
building.
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Highlights
Prepare you ears for heavymetal jamming
Oklahoma’s own heavy metal band “Viper” will perform
at noon Wednesday, Sept. 5, in the college union. “Viper”
will perform an unplugged set from their previous album
“Da Boyz R Makin Noize” and new music from their
upcoming album “More Noize from the Boyz.” Their CD is
the No. 1 heavy metal CD on Oklahoma’s MP3 charts at
MP3.com and all tracks are in the top 30 of the world.
Abilities Galore ready for new semester
Abilities Galore is dedicated to the learning of different
disabilities and to making our campus more user friendly
and accessible for persons with disabilities. Officer
positions are available for those interested in leadership
roles. Parents and other family members who may have
children with disabilities and students who work in fields
where there may be interaction with persons with
disabilities are invited as well.
Health Professions club kicks off semester
The Health Professions club will have its first meeting
from 12:30 p.m. to 1:15 Thursday, Sept. 6 in 2N5, located
in the main building. Discussion will concern the new
semester, trips to health-related facilities and guest
speakers. Tea and cookies will be provided.
Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship ready to go
Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship now meets from noon
to 1 p.m. every Wednesday in the college theater. Chi
Alpha Christian Fellowship will have a praise band on stage
along with special guest speaker Josh Peek.
Scholarships for young cancer survivors available
Any one currently age 25 or younger who was
diagnosed with cancer before the age of 21 is eligible to
receive a $1,000 scholarship from the American Cancer
Society. If a student is currently in college, they must have
a 2.0 GPA or have been accepted to an accredited
university, graduate school, community college, vocational
technical school or other credited facility. Recipients may
renew their scholarships if they maintain a 2.0 GPA. Forms
are available in the office of Prospective Student Services
located near entry 2.
OAI accepting spring internships
The Oklahoma Arts Institute is currently accepting
applications for fall and spring semester internships.
Students interested in public relations/outreach,
programming or grant writing/development are
encouraged to apply. Interns must meet applicable college
prerequisites and must have PC experience. Interns must
be self-motivated and self-starting, and are required to
log a minimum of nine hours a week at the OAI
administrative office in downtown Oklahoma City. Each
intern will be supervised on-site, and performance reviews
will be given. An honorarium of $250 will be paid upon
completion and college credit is available. For more
information, contact Sabrina Redding at 319-9019 or email at okarts@okartinst.org.
HOPE giving back to the community
HOPE, the Hispanic Organization to Promote
Education, and the Latino Community Development
Agency located at 420 S.W. 10 in Oklahoma City, will help
tutor Latino children this school year from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
every Tuesday and Thursday. To volunteer, contact Jamie
Fyler at 236-0701.

Photo by Kat Mohr

Sign up folks: HOPE President Jasmine Calvin informs students Tiffany Long and
Myisha Neal about activities the Hispanic Organization to Promote Education has to offer.
Students can visit the office of Student Life for information about clubs or call 682-7523.

Blood drive hopes for
increased donations
By Vu A. Vu
Staff Writer

Over the summer, Josh
Hansen, broadcast journalism major, went to the hospital because of pressuring
ulcers.
He said he knew it was an
infection, but didn’t know
what the cause was. He
later learned it was E. Coli.
Because of the infection,
Hansen had five surgeries.
“I lost a lot of blood,” he
said. “It may have been
more than five units.”
The Oklahoma Blood Institute will have its first
blood drive of the fall semester at OKCCC from 10
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday, Sept. 5
and 6, in the general dining area, because of inci-

dences like Hansen’s.
“It’s just a small thing
that takes up very little
time,” Hansen said about
donating blood. “But it
could save someone’s life.”
Cindi Wells, OBI blood
program consultant, said
blood supply is always low
during the summer because people are on vacation and usage is higher.
Also, she said, there are
more and more restrictions
on who cannot give blood
like people who were in
Europe for at least six
months straight during the
mad cow disease situation.
She said the average donation takes 45 minutes
from start to finish.
The most important thing
people should do before
donating is eat a good
meal, Wells said.
People should also drink

extra fluids about a day
before donating and know
what kind of medication
they currently take.
She said eating and
drinking beforehand makes
the donation process easier
by making veins easier to
find.
She said donors should
be at least 17-years-old and
weigh 105 pounds or more.
People who donate will
receive a free T-shirt along
with a free cholesterol
check, a mini physical and
juice and cookies.
Last September’s blood
drive produced 63 units of
blood during the two-day
blood drive.
“I’d love to see a hundred,” Wells said.
OBI will return to the
college on Nov. 14 and 15,
in time for the Thanksgiving holiday.
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Classifieds

Pioneer Classified Advertising is
free to all currently enrolled
OKCCC students and employees for any personal classified
ad. Ads must be submitted in writing with IDs supplied or work area
and college extension included.
Deadline for advertising is 5 p.m.
Tuesday prior to the publication
date. Call 682-1611, ext. 7674 for
more information.

FOR SALE: ‘98 Ford Explorer
XLT, campagne/tan, V8 5.0l, AC,
PW, PL, PS, keyless entry, tilt,
cruise, CD stacker, integrated rear
air, alloy wheels, new tires, transferable warranty, 91K, asking
$11,500 obo. Call 375-6933.
FOR SALE: ’98 Chevy Malibu,
V6, AC, PW, PL, PM, tilt, cruise,
CD, alloy wheels, new tires. Extra
clean, well maintained, one-owner
car. Will provide maintenance
records. $8500. 745-9322.
FOR SALE: ‘97 Ford Taurus
SHO. 44K miles, too many extras to list, new tires, $15,000 obo.
After 5:00 pm 603-2487.
FOR SALE: ‘94 Pontiac Grand
Am SE, V6 auto, 2dr, green with
gray interior, power windows and
locks, AM/FM/cassette. Looks and
runs good. $4900. Call (405)9465838.

FOR SALE: Beautiful black lacquer dresser with mirror. Has gold
trim accents. Approx. 5 ft 5 in.
long. $175. Call 632-7750.
FOR SALE: KDS laptop computer. Silver case. Recovery CDMicrosoft Windows Me 98, Power
DVD, Microsoft Works included.
Other features too numerous to
list. New-1 month old-$1200. Call
745-2422.
FOR SALE: Free full-size bed
frame. Must pick up. 682-1611
ext. 7215.

FOR SALE: White electric
range; white wooden kitchen table
and 4 chairs with black cushions;
small brown wooden baby changing table, little girls’ white dresser
and bookshelf. Call 912-0890.
FOR SALE: Pentium 150
complete system, includes 32 MB
RAM, 1.5 GB hard drive, 4X CDROM drive, 14” monitor, keyboard,
mouse and miscellaneous software. $200. Call 577-2093, E-mail
neutron@oddbytz. com.
FOR SALE: 1996 Silver Creek
16x80 mobile home. 3 bed, 2 bath,
deck,cover,vaulted ceilings, ceiling fans, central h/a, underpinning. Already set up in park. Older
couple owned, very clean and
nice. Take over payments plus
$1000 equity. Owe $19,000. Call
670-6983 or 912-7976.
FOR SALE: Busines Statistics
book, 3rd edition, like new, $30.
Love seat $35, small TV table $15
and Halogen lamp $12. Call 3300731.

ABC Engineering Company
Part-Time Office Worker Needed
- Computer (wordprocessing, spreadsheet)
- AutoCAD experience a plus
Prefer Mornings
Salary commensurate with experience
Fax resume 789-9496 or call 789-9495

PART TIME JOB/FULL TIME PAY
GUARANTEED

$8.00 PER HOUR
*Weekly Pay
*Flexible Schedule
*Paid Training
*Many make $12-$16
* Bonuses

Call Now!!
793-0400

CHARLESTON’S
NOW HIRING FT/PT
FRONT STAFF
APPLY IN PERSON
MONDAY - SATURDAY
2 PM - 5 PM

Motorola T-900 2-Way Pager
$99.95 w/2 Months Air time
1-800-Nationwide
Number
Send & Receive E-mail
Limited Internet Access
Direct Messaging to
Other T-900s
Free Delivery

PBI Paging Inc.
2305 S. Pennsylvania, OKC
(405) 631-8884

CLASSIFIED ADS
ARE FREE!
...to OKCCC employees and
students...
•••••••••••••••••••••••••
Business ads are ONLY $8
per column inch!
••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Come by 2M6
in the main building
or ads may also be
e-mailed to:
ADMAN@okc.cc.ok.us

Pioneer
Pioneer
Pioneer
Pioneer

You could advertise
here locally for $16 a
week, nationally for
$20 a week.
Call Susan at
682-1611, ext. 7674 for
more information
about our low
advertising rates!

FOR RENT: This
space. ONLY $16
per week locally!
Call 682-1611,
ext. 7674 for
details. Ask for
Susan.

•It Pays to advertise in the PIONEER•

The PIONEER is
your newspaper!
Tell us what you
want to see!
Call 682-1611,
ext. 7675.

ADVERTISE
with the
Pioneer
It’s
cheap!
It’s
effective!
•OKCCC PIONEER•
SAVE TIME!
FAX YOUR AD!
(405)682-7568
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Linda Thornton continues
fight with spreading cancer
“Thornton,”
Cont. from page 1
Six weeks after her death,
Thornton went in for a routine
check-up, where it was discovered
her own cancer had returned.
The discovery prompted her to
retire from OKCCC for good.
Any time that was once reserved
for the college and students now
belongs to her home and family.
Her daughter Amy is getting married this month.
Thornton said she knew what the
perfect wedding present would be.
She has completed a quilt her
mother-in-law had started before
she died.
She said she is going to stitch a
picture of the two generations together on the back of the quilt, to
remind Amy how much love was
put into making it for her.
“I’ve just about made [a quilt] for
everyone in the family.”
Thornton also finds time for
friends.
Earlier this year, her breast cancer metastasized to her lungs, requiring very toxic rounds of chemotherapy.
While taking a break from chemotherapy to allow her body to
rest, Thornton took a trip with
friends.
Math professor Linda Knox, and
Charlotte French, executive director of enrollment management,
traveled with Thornton to Washington to stay at Thornton’s brother’s
house.
Once there, she said, the three
veteran quilters took up the entire
bottom floor of his house and
worked for a week. That is where
she completed her daughter’s wedding gift.
However, she said, no matter how

Linda Thornton proudly shows off
the “chemo” quilt she completed
while undergoing rounds of chemotherapy for breast cancer.
Diagnosed in late 1997, Thornton
is now facing an even greater
challenge — the cancer has spread
to her lungs.
The avid quilter said she plans to
spend her last days making quilts for
her family, leaving behind a piece of
love in each.
much she quilts, she is painfully
aware that the end is near.
Thornton said her chest aches on
a daily basis, which she can manage with pain medication.
In October, she is supposed to
have another scan of her chest to
see what progress, if any, her
weekly doses of chemotherapy
made.
At that point, she said, the decision will have to be made whether
to keep fighting, or to let go and
live her final days peacefully and
free of the poison that makes her
miserably sick and tired.
“When you come to that point,
you have to ask yourself that question,” she said. “You have to ask
yourself how you want to die.”
“And I don’t want to die like that.”
Thornton’s immediate goals are
simple.
“I’m just going to quilt as fast as
I can, and see my daughter get
married,” she said.
Thornton owns a coffee cup that
bears a quote which, she said,
sums up her experience.
“When life throws you scraps,
make a quilt.”
It’s a quote she said she truly believes in.

www.okcccpioneer.com

Photo by Ashley Martin

Police search for student
“Missing,”
Cont. from page 1
“I didn’t find out until Wednesday that she had been missing
since Monday or possibly Tuesday.
“It wasn’t until after her mother
called that I became worried about
her,” Paine said.
Paine filed a missing person’s
report with the Oklahoma City police department on Aug. 27.
According to the police report,
officers searched Kawase’s apartment on Aug. 27.
All that was found to be missing
was her school bag.
Officers reported several faxes
were on Kawase’s fax machine, indicating she had not been home in
several days.
Some have speculated that
Kawase may have returned to her
home in Japan.
Paine said she does not believe
that to be true.
“I have been in pretty constant
contact with her mother,” she said.
“If she went back to Japan, she
would be there by now and we
would know about it.”
Kawase’s mother said her daugh-

ter moved to Oklahoma in August
of 2000, and began studying at the
University of Central Oklahoma.
She began attending OKCCC in
the spring 2000 semester.
Carlotta Hill, professor of learning skills, had Kawase in class last
semester.
Hill said Kawase was an excellent student and never missed
class.
“Mayuko was so responsible. If
she went somewhere, she would
have let someone know,” she said.
Hill said she is very worried
about Kawase.
“[Kawase] is just a very quiet, shy
young woman. I just pray someone hasn’t done something to her,”
Hill said.
Unfortunately, this isn’t the first
time a Japanese student studying
abroad has turned up missing.
Kawase’s mother said a Japanese
student studying in Australia has
been missing for some time now.
“Now it is my turn,” she said.
“I didn’t expect my daughter to
be missing.”
Anyone with information about
Mayuko Kawase’s whereabouts
should call the Oklahoma City Police Department’s missing person’s
unit at 297-1288.

