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Students’ hard
work, dedication
receive recognition

Help wanted:
Summer jobs
beckoning
By Darcey Ralls
Staff Writer

By Darcey Ralls
Staff Writer

O

KCCC is hiring
swim instructors,
lifeguards, diving coaches
and camp counselors for
the spring and summer.
Chris Moler, director of
Recreation and Community
Services at OKCCC, said he
is looking for applicants.
“It’s a good time to come
and speak with our staff
about employment,” he
said.
“If they don’t have the
training, we have it for
them.”
The Office of Recreation
and Community Services,
the Oklahoma County
Chapter of the American
Red Cross and the Recreation and Parks Society are
sponsoring the Southwest
Regional Aquatic and First
Aid School May 7 through
May 23 at OKCCC’s aquatic
center.
For some of the thousands of water safety pro-

See “Jobs,” page 9
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I love a parade:

Sebastian Plumner, front, and Taylor
Enochs are excited to be a part of a parade celebrating the
Week of the Young Child. Both are enrolled at OKCCC’s Child
Development Center.

Todd among few chosen for award
By Melissa Guice
Editor

D

o the math.
Every year, for the
past three years, only 20
college presidents from
12,000 community colleges
around the nation have
been chosen for the Shirley
B. Gordon Award.
That’s just 60 out of a
possible 3600 applicants
for the award given to presidents who show great sup-

port for their school’s Phi
Theta Kappa Chapter.
OKCCC President Bob
Todd is now among the few.
“This year, we only chose
15 [presidents], so it’s a
very special award for Dr.
Todd,” said Wendy Taylor of
the PTK Inter national
Headquarters.
“It shows he has been
very active with the chapter at the college and has

hen Judi Iardella was assigned to write an essay about a day in her life for an OKCCC English Composition course, she chose to write about an
emotional night she spent looking for her now ex-husband who had become addicted to crack cocaine.
“I borrowed my friend’s car around 9 p.m.,” she wrote.
“With posters in hand I drove to crack town and I put
them on telephone poles.
“I left them in small convenience stores. I drove around
and stopped the hookers walking the street and showed
the posters to them. (Hookers sell more than sex, they
sell crack).”
After reading the essay, her instructor Mary Adams
encouraged Iardella to enter it in the English Student
Essay Contest.
Iardella said she entered the contest and didn’t think
about it again until OKCCC Professor Clay Randolph
asked if she was going to the Student Awards Ceremony.
She said she was.
Iardella, along with numerous other OKCCC students,
were presented student awards and scholarships, including the Student Essay Award, in a ceremony April 23.
Iardella and Traci Proctor won English Student Essay
Awards. They each received $100 along with a book bag
filled with books and other helpful writing tools.
Other students were award winners as well.
Receiving the President’s Award for Excellence were:
Melissa Guice, Journalism; Gail Lee, Graphic Communications; Stacia Roybal, Theater Arts; Patricia Bowen,
Management; Dietra Bradsher, Business; Thomas
Newbrey, Diversified Studies; Leigh Ann Kolar, Psychology.
Charlotte Bolton, Political Science; Anita R. Franks,
Physical Therapist Assistant; Daisy Mitchell, Administrative Office Technology; James Payne, Computer-Aided

See “Awards,” page 6
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Editorial and Opinion
Editorial

Go ahead, stand
up for yourself
I had lunch the other day with a friend. As we
were waiting for a food-service employee to show
up and take our orders, a person from the end of
the line walked up to the counter. Seeing no one
around, she decided to help herself.
She glanced around, I assume to make sure the
coast was clear, then made her way behind the
counter in an obvious attempt to serve herself.
She retreated after finding the food she sought
was not in the oven she opened.
When the food-service employee arrived, she took
note of the obvious impatience of the woman in
question. In response, she offered to help her first.
However, she decided to ignore the fact that the
woman entered the actual food preparation area.
As a restaurant worker, I know this is a major
health code violation not to mention a big faux pas.
The worker knew this too. Afterwards, she proceeded to tell my friend and me what trouble the
company could get into because of something like
that.
The terrible thing is, nothing more was said to
anyone else.
Why tell us?
Maybe because we were so obviously shocked
by the rude behavior and the lack of response to it.
No one ever told that young lady she couldn’t
help herself to food.
Regrettably, I saw myself in that food-service
worker.
There are countless times when I have seen customers doing things they shouldn’t and I, too, am
guilty of having never said anything to them. Instead, I allowed a manager to yell at me later.
This seems to be more of a problem as of late.
People are refusing to stand up for themselves or
for others. Why is that?
So someone won’t get mad at them?
So people don’t get their feelings hurt?
Because the customer is always right?
I don’t propose having people yell at each other
nor do I propose everything one does be scrutinized.
What I do suggest is that when in a position of
authority, you use that authority to right obvious
wrongs.
If you see someone doing something you know is
clearly wrong, tell that person. Tell the offender the
act is not acceptable and must be stopped.
There’s nothing wrong with a polite, “I’m sorry,
but can you please not do that.”
As for my recent experience, I know one customer may have been saved at the expense of two
others — me and my friend.
And, to top it off, the customer who was in the
wrong will probably repeat the actions she was allowed to get by with, possibly causing the establishment to lose more customers in the long run.
People must speak up if we, as a nation, hope to
thrive in a law-abiding society. Breaking the rules
is breaking the rules, no matter how small and insignificant that rule may seem.
Silence is not always golden.
—Jamie Johnson
Assistant Editor

Responsibility lies in the hands
of Hollywood’s head honchos
To the Editor:
At 11:30 a.m., Tuesday
April 20, two teenage boys
dr essed in long black
trench coats opened fire in
a high school. About 20
students were injured and
13 were fatally shot. What
would pervert someone to
do something this horrific?
I have noticed that a lot
of kids act as if they are big,
tough, macho gangbangers.
The question remains:
how far do you have to go
to prove how tough you
are?
Unfortunately, today,
the answer is going into
your school and getting a
little revenge on those guys
who always pick on you.
Was this act of violence
enough to show that this
isn’t a joke or a game?
Thirteen people were
murdered; their lives on

God’s green earth are over.
Dead. No more.
I’ll guarantee that none
of those students had any
idea who and why these
crazed people were shooting at them. Is this right?
It is time for people to
take a stand. Just how
many movies have you
seen where people have
been murdered and no consequences were shown?
How about on Monday
night when professional
wrestling is on TV, when a
lot of little kids see it is acceptable to beat someone
with a chair or a baseball
bat.
Some people in the entertainment
industry
should take a big step back
and examine what they are
showing their viewers.
Let’s just forget about
the “parent’s responsibility”
approach — that parents

WANTED: Opinions in good condition,
running well. Writers need to include
name and home phone number. Call
682-1611 ext. 7675, ask for Melissa.

should filter what their children watch or listen to. All
we see is the glamorizing of
violence and death, making
it seem like fun and games.
Where does this all end?
It is not cool. It is not a
game.
This is real life. Those
were real people.
—Jacob Thompson
OKCCC Student
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Comments and Reviews

HOMOSEXUALITY:
The Bible says it is wrong
Everyone’s entitled to an opinion
To the Editor:
We are not writing this
to condemn anyone on
their lifestyle choice, but we
want to clear up the homosexual issue involving God.
First, 2 Timothy 3:16
and 17, in the Bible, tells
us that “All scripture is God
breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness...” This leads us
to believe that when
Corinthians 6:9-10 says,
“Do you not know that the
wicked will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters
nor adulterers nor male
prostitutes nor homosexual
offenders...will inherit the
kingdom of God,” that
means God does not accept
this lifestyle. This is also
found in Romans 1:18-32.
Many people who believe
in God do not believe this
is relevant to their lives, but
if God is in your life then
so is the book that He inspired for us to live by. In
Isaiah 55:8 and 9, God tells

us that his thoughts are not
our thoughts and that his
thoughts are higher than
ours, therefore what he has
told us in the Bible outweighs anything that man
has thought of.
We are not saying that
we do not believe some
people are born with these
feelings. We do believe in
Cor. 10:13 that says, “No
temptation has seized you
except what is common to
man. And God is faithful;
he will not let you be
tempted beyond what you
can bear. But when you are
tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you
can stand up under it.”
We believe if you want to
overcome something like
this, you can, and if you are
unable to, then abstinence
is the only way to overcome
the sin of homosexuality.
If you have any questions about the scriptures
or any of this, please respond by e-mail to:
jcl@po.okc.cc.ok.us
—Jon and Carol Leeth
OKCCC Students

OKC area airport
seeks volunteers

OKCCC stars shine in night of 10-minute plays
April 14 through 17,
the students of the
OKCCC drama department put on
“Open Plains Original,
A Night of 10-Minute
Plays.”
The plays were performed on the first
floor of the library
with the audience in
a semicircle around
half of the makeshift
stage. This feature
helped the crowd get
intimately involved Paul Tomlin and Jen Armstrong
“Daddy’s Little Girl.”
with each play.
The night started off
with “A Good Day To Die,”
written by drama student
Spencer Francis. Here he trayed Hannah, the evil
narrates an Indian fable of deerwoman, did a great job
a deerwoman.
along with Hokti played by
Charlie Rose who por- Lai Nguyen, Chisi by Chris

Play Review

“Whether
homosexuality is
right or not is
simply a matter of
opinion. I have my
opinion and others
have theirs.”
—Patrick Figaro
OKCCC Student
beard, I’ll admit I’ve cut my
hair before. If Lev. 19:27 is
meant to be translated as
“do not cut your hair on the
sides” then I guess it could
be a sin. If Webb was trying
to make the point that I sin,
she did not tell me anything
that I already did not know.
I really do not know why
she brought my sinning
into a debate about homosexuality; just because I
have flaws does not mean I
cannot think certain things
are wrong or have an opinion on a subject.
Secondly, Webb said,
“The only reason Christians
are against homosexuality
is because it makes them

Bruza, and Uncle
John played by Mark
Salas.
“Daddy’s Little Girl,”
written by drama student Tom Johnson
pulled at the heart
strings of all fathers
who have to face the
fact of their daughter
going on her first date.
The dad was played
by Paul Tomlin. He did
a fantastic job as he
showed the pain he felt
in
as he let his daughter,
Suzy, played by Jen
Ar mstrong, go out
with her classmate,
Donnie, played by Shane
McKenna.
The long minutes Donnie
spent with Suzy’s dad were
humorous — every young
Photo by John Thomas

To the Editor:
Announcing opportunities to become a part of “the
world of flight” at Will
Rogers World Airport!
The airport is looking to
staff an additional information and referral booth.
If you enjoy people, this
is a great opportunity for
you to volunteer your time.
Volunteers
answer
phones, make pages
throughout the terminal,
assist travelers and provide
information about the airport and city.
Shifts are three hours
and can be any day of the
week. For more information, call 232-5507.
—Margie Law
Airport Coordinator
Travelers Aid of
Oklahoma

To the Editor:
I’m writing in response
to Robyn Webb’s response
to my previous letter.
First of all, I want to correct Webb’s misquoting of
the Bible.
Leviticus 19:19 of the
King James Bible states
“...Neither shall a garment
mingled of linen and woolen
come upon thee.” Now, I’m
not an expert on clothes,
but I don’t think a lot of material in made of both linen
and wool; examples are Tshirts and jeans.
Lev. 19:27 states “Ye
shall not round the corners
of your heads, neither shalt
thou mar the corners of thy
beard.” Now, let’s just pretend that this means “Do
not cut the hair at the sides
of your head or clip off the
edges of thy beard” as Webb
quotes.
Webb so indif ferently
said “I’m willing to bet
Figaro cuts the hair on the
sides of his head and wears
clothing made of blended
material.”
While I don’t have a

uncomfortable.” I’m a
Christian and I’m not uncomfortable around homosexuals. Why should anyone be? Webb also said “Is
homosexuality a choice? I
think not.” Homosexuality
is obviously a choice because one obviously
chooses whether he or she
wants to have relations
with a man or a woman.
Next, Webb said “If homosexuality were not part
of God’s plan, no one would
be gay.” That is like saying
murder, rape and theft are
all part of God’s plan because they happen. This is
simply not true.
Finally, I agree that no
one should be prejudiced
against homosexuals and
that Christians shouldn’t
hate; however, I still think
homosexuality is wrong.
Whether homosexuality
is right or not is simply a
matter of opinion. I have
my opinion and others
have theirs. That is all
there is to it.
—Patrick Figaro
OKCCC Student

man’s nightmare.
Johnson must have
daughters.
In “The Falling Broker,” a
stock broker down on his
luck played by Jason Mayo
decides to end it all by
jumping out of his high rise
office window. During his
fall, he meets up with a bird
played by Kirk Suttles.
This dynamic duo did a
superb job. They really
complemented each other’s
performance very well.
The Open Plains Original
was definitely original.
With a running time of
just over two hours, the
drama students worked
hard and their effort was
definitely shown.
—Traci Washington
Newswriting I Student

Got an opinion? E-mail us at editor@okc.cc.ok.us
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College GED course
convenient for most
By Courtney Owens
Newswriting I Student

Above: Oklahoma Blood Institute Volunteer
Jacqueline Norris prepares to take blood from
OKCCC Student Michael Rhodes during a two-day
blood drive held April 28 and 29.

Right: Frank Ely worked the intake table at the
drive, checking in blood donors and doing blood
pressure checks. Ely said he has volunteered for the
OBI for the past three and a half years.
Photos by John Thomas

OKCCC’s General Education Degree program goes
the distance for students
enrolled by providing options for those wanting to
go through the program.
For starters, morning, afternoon and evening preparation classes are available.
Besides convenience,
OKCCC’s GED program
has another unique quality.
Its graduates participate
in a formal graduation ceremony.
According to Pr ogram
Coordinator Sue deCardenas, this gives students the chance to take
part in a graduation ceremony since many may not
have had that opportunity
in high school.
“We try to duplicate high
school graduation as much
as we can,” she said.
OKCCC GED graduates,

as well as graduates from
other programs, are invited
to take part in the cer emony.
The ceremony has all the
perks of high school graduation right down to the
graduation march.
Robes, tassels and class
rings are available to the
graduates.
“The most rewarding part
of my job is the GED graduation,” deCardenas said.
The perks don’t stop
there deCardenas said.
“OKCCC’s GED program
is also one of the few in the
state with an open test
site,” deCardenas said.
That means students
have the option of taking
the GED test whenever it’s
convenient via OKCCC’s
testing center.
GED preparation classes
are offered for noncredit
enrollment.
Classes are free in the
spring and fall semesters.
For more information call
682-7804.

SUMMER
SCHOOL
IS COOL AT...
ENROLL TODAY FOR MAY INTERSESSION CLASSES STARTING MAY 17
& SUMMER CLASSES STARTING JUNE 7!
For a Class Schedule, call 682-7580 • www.okc.cc.ok.us

x
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OKCCC student
Primadonna struts her stuff
crowned at pageant
By Darcey Ralls
Staff Writer

By Mike Colley
Newswriting I Student

This year’s winner of the Miss Latina Cinco De Mayo
title is OKCCC’s own Cathy Turke.
The Oklahoma City resident claimed the honor after competing in several categories.
In order for Turke to become Miss Latina Cinco De
Mayo, she had to compete in a pageant that involved
an interview, a casual and formal dress competition
as well as a talent contest.
“I was nervous at first but now I am just excited,”
Turke said.
Robyn St. Clair attends OKCCC and works with
Turke. She said she was glad to hear about her friend
winning the pageant.
“I am very happy for Cathy,” she said.
“I know that she will make a good Miss Cinco De
Mayo.”
Cinco De Mayo is the Mexican holiday that celebrates the victory of the Mexican Army over France
at the battle of Puebla.
Turke will now receive the benefits of her efforts by
making special appearances in three Oklahoma City
parades, three interviews on the local radio station
KJ-103, as well as six television appearances.
Turke said she plans to take this achievement seriously by doing what she can to fully represent her
culture.
“It is an honor to be Miss Latina Cinco De Mayo
and not only because I am representing the Hispanic
community but my culture and heritage as well.”

Canadian opera singer
Mary Lou Fallis began her
entertaining and comedic
per for mance at OKCCC
April 27 by entering
thr ough the audience
pushing a stroller full of
groceries and diapers, popping bubble gum and
coughing incessantly.
Fallis advanced on the
stage and began to ready
herself for a performance
by putting on make-up and
going through several peculiar warm-up exercises.
“You might think being
a primadonna is easy,” she
said. “But it’s not.”

Approximately 35 people
attended the award winning show, “Primadonna,”
which provided an entertaining, comic and charming look at the life and work
of an opera singer.
OKCCC student
Danette Mauldin
learned about the
event in her music
appreciation class.
“It is very entertaining,” Mauldin
said during the intermission.
Fallis began her career
as an operatic soprano at
the age of 15, performing
in a production of Mozart’s
“The Magic Flute.”
Her international career
furnished sufficient material for “Primadonna,”

which is based on her life
as a singer.
“Primadonna” was directed by Heath Lambers
and written by Mary Lou
Fallis. Peter Teifenbach
played the piano
and Sue LePage provided the designs.
Student Tom Johnson was the technical director.
“It was a rare opportunity to work
with such a talented
person,” he said.
“She was a real pleasure to
work with.”
The event was part of the
Cultural Awareness Series
sponsored by the Office of
Global Education and Cultural Programming and the
Oklahoma Arts Council.
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OKCCC’s best students honored
“Awards,”
Cont. from page 1
Design; Kathy Willis, Computer Science; Patricia
Allen, Nursing; David S. Steagall.
Pre-Engineering; RaeAnn Thomas, Biology; and
Monica Zasueta, Mathematics.
Bobby D. Gaines Scholarships were presented
to Jamie Winders and Chris Young.
Faculty Association Scholarships went to Tory
F. Aylesbury, Melody Lee Joyce, Brian Owen,
Cristiana Penn, Stacia Roybal, David Steagall and
Susan Wierimaa.
Nursing Scholarship Awards were presented to
Sara Bieger, Frank Dickinson, Amy Gay, Traci Jackson and Tracy Sellers.
Taffi Davenport was awarded the Jack Cain Memorial scholarship.
Kay Edwards Memorial Scholarships
were given to Michael Cross, Lola Hales,
Randal Long and Randi Maloy.
Darcey M. Ralls was presented with the
Matt Skvarla Journalism Memorial Scholarship.
Ronda Evilla, Dana Foreman, Lisa
Stephens, Stormy Jackson and Barbara
Brown each received a Women of the South
Scholarship.
Certificates of Appreciation were given
to: Melissa Guice, Pioneer; Meredith
Dunkeson, Abilities Galore; Terry Stanley,
Aging Studies Club; Paul Stucke, Baptist
Collegiate Ministries.
Also Keisha Brown, Campus Activities
Board; Steven Phillips, Chess Club; Casey
Satterlee, Chi Alpha; Grant Williams, Computer Aided
Design Society of Oklahoma; Charlotte R. Hill and Jason
Mayo, Drama Club; David S. Steagall, Engineering Club.
Tom Johnson, Future Teachers’ Organization/Student
Oklahoma Education Association; Stacia Roybal, The
Leadership Council; Venessa Mendoza, Hispanic Organization to Promote Education; Kimberly Codynah, Native American Cultural Awareness Organization; Kathy
Saylor, PASS with CLASS; Stacia Roybal, Phi Theta
Kappa; Kelly Thompson, Psi Beta.
Kristi Mayhle, Psychology/Sociology Club; Chris
Young, Scholar’s League; Shane McKenna, Science Club;
Marcella Joy Felts, Student Nurses’ Association; and
Trena Whitefield, Student Physical Therapist Assistant
Organization; Certificates of Achievement were given to:
Lara Bliss, Music; Kyna Burnett, Graphic
Communications; Jacquelyn Fladstol, Public Relations; James Fynmore, Modern Languages; Dustin R. Johnson, Humanities/Literature; Jamie Johnson, Journalism.
Jennie Martinez, Broadcasting; Alice Onco,
Theater Arts; Alana Stephens, Speech; Robert Tautfest, Visual Arts; Lacey Wood, PreEducation; Darla Attwood, Real Estate;
Stanley Campbell, Management; Allen Moore,
Automotive Technology Internship Program;
DeAnna Rethford, Business; Cindy Sanders,
Accounting; Denise K. Young, Finance; Angela Zelenik,
Banking/Finance.
Jamie Winders, Diversified Studies; Ann Arthur,
Physical Therapist Assistant; Celeste Krebbs, Health Psychology; Genevieve Meyer, Gerontology; Leann Parr, Psy-

Above: The Student Physical Therapy Assistant
Organization is recognized as OKCCC’s organization
of the year. Director of Student Life Diana BoydMcElroy presented a plaque to members (l-r) Brian
Owen, Mark Miller, Yvonne Wright, Ann Arthur, Cara
Walker, Anita Franks and Trena Whitefield.
Left: Daisey Mitchell receives the President’s Award
for Excellence at the Student Awards ceremony April
23. Pictured (l-r) are: Paul Sechrist, vice president
for academic affairs; Jenean Jones, professor of
office administration; Daisey Mitchell and OKCCC
President Bob Todd.

chology; Christy Pearn, Child Development; Deborah
Brown, Medical Transcriptionist; Brian Butler, Aviation Maintenance Technology.
Richard Cain, Computer Programming; Katie Cardinal, Office Automation Specialist; Huong Lu, Computer Science; Dawn Miller, Microcomputer Specialist; Justin Nguyen, Manufacturing Technology; Richard Ortiz, Electronics; William Petty, Electronics;
James Secrist, Architectural Manufacturing Design;
Jeremy Martin, Computer-Aided Design; Mike Robison,
Computer Science; Linda Steele, Office Administration;
Derek Vinson, Electronics; Chad Woodman, Automated
Aerospace; Dustin Wooten, Microcomputer Support
Technonogy.
Sara Bieger, Nursing; Steven Murray, Respiratory
Care; Darla R. Wright, Surgical Technician; Ervina Baruti, Science/Pre-Dentistry; Taffi Davenport, Mathematics; Long
Nguyen, Pre-Engineering.
Thi Nguyen, Science/Physics; ThienLan Nguyen, Science/Pre-Pharmacy;
Ritesh Patel, Science; Kim Pham, Pre-Baccalaureate Nursing; Rebecca Ross, Chemistry; Melissa Telford, Biology; and Michael
Tucci, Science/Pre-Med.
OKCCC coordinator of student activities Mike Jones was enthusiastic about
the ceremony and reception.
“It’s always our pleasure to honor the hard work of
students,” he said.
“It’s a great opportunity for us to give back to the
students who give so much to our college.”

Photos by
Darcey Ralls

Above: OKCCC Professor of
Speech and Drama Patrick
Daugherty presents Certificates
of Appreciation to Charlotte Hill
and Jason Mayo.
“It’s just a great honor to get
this award from the drama club,”
Mayo said.
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Seniors show artistic side
OKCCC Student Jarred
Campos examines the detail
in an oil painting entitled
“Country Road.”
The piece, which will hang
in the OKCCC library until
June 3, carries a price tag of
$75.

The “Seniors Who are
Young at Heart” exhibit
can be viewed Monday
through Thursday at
the OKCCC library —
Thursday —
7:30 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Friday —
7:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Saturday —
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday —
12:30 to 4:30 p.m.
•Artists on display are:
Nadine Carley, Jean
Carpenter, Anna Ruth
Cole, Jo Ann Newman,
Ann Kesler, Liz Norris,
Shirley Wyman and
Larry Edwards•

Below: “Serenity Lake” by
Larry Edwards is ready to go
home with a buyer for $275.
Edwards is part of a senior
group that meets each week
in Genie Brock’s oil painting
class.

Left: “Pink Roses,” a
painting by Anna Cole, one of
the many artists aged 55 and
older who is participating in
the “Seniors Who Are Young at
Heart” showing in the library.
The price is $85.

Right: “Reflection at Twilight,” by artist
Larry Edwards is on exhibit in the OKCCC
library. It is also on sale for $245. Several
pieces of art are on display through June 3
as part of the “Seniors Who are Young at
Heart” showing. Genie Brock is the
instructor for the 55 and over class that
meets each week at Woodson Park in south
Oklahoma City.
Brock said the most important thing about
painting is the enjoyment and satisfaction
each student gains from the learning
experience.

Photos
by
John
Thomas
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Physical therapy assistant scholarship awarded
By Darcey Ralls
Staff Writer

OKCCC physical therapy
assistant student Anita
Franks has yet another
national award to add to
her growing collection.
She was recently awarded the Mary McMillian Physical Therapy
Assistant Student Scholarship by the American
Physical Therapy Association.
“Mary McMillian is the
founder of physical therapy,” Franks said. “Each
year, the APTA gives out
scholarships to one physical therapy student and
one PTA student.”
“I am really excited. I still
can’t believe it, to tell you
the truth.”
Franks was nominated
by her director, Peggy
Newman.
“I believe that she embodied all of the qualities
required for this award,”
Newman said. “She was

very deserving of this
honor. It is the highest
award given to physical
therapy assistant students.”
After being nominated,
Franks had to apply for the
scholarship by writing an
essay and providing five letters of reference. Two of the
letters had to be from instructors, two from PT professionals and one from another PTA student.
Volunteer activities and
club involvement were also
factored into the decision.
Franks has served as the
president of the student
physical therapy assistant
organization and has been
a major force behind the
club’s success.
“We were able to accomplish a lot of things,”
Franks said. “We did health
fairs, we did a walk-a-thon
for a girl that had a liver
transplant.
“We did it because we
were a team and it was
teamwork.”
SPTAO won a first-place
award for Organization of

the Year at this
year’s
jubilee
awards ceremony.
“We’ve been told
that we have raised
more money than
any other club on
campus,” said Newman, the club’s
sponsor.
SPTAO tied with
the Drama Club for
the Best Scrapbook
Award and two of its
members — Trena
Whitefield
and
Anita Franks —
won awards for VolPhoto by Darcey Ralls
unteer of the Year.
Anita
Franks,
OKCCC
physical
therapy
assistant
student, helps Pat
In addition to the
Tate
with
her
physical
therapy
at
Mercy
Health
Center
in Yukon. Tate
Mary McMillian
is
recovering
from
a
complete
knee
replacement.
Scholarship Award,
program in south OklaFranks was named the and become a PTA.
“I think the PTA program homa City.
Physical Therapy Student
“[Several of ] the PT’s and
of the Year by the APTA ear- at OKCCC is one of the finest in the state,” she said. PTA’s I came in contact
lier this year.
Franks said she chose “The professors and the di- with had graduated from
physical therapy as her rector take whatever time is OKCCC’s program,” she
profession because her son necessary if you don’t un- said.
“They were a tremenhad a rare form of polio and derstand something.”
Franks trained through dous help to me.”
needed physical therapy.
Franks will graduate in
Seeing first-hand how clinicals for almost three
much it helped him, she de- years in Southwest Medical May and plans to work as
cided to enroll in school Center’s physical therapy a PTA.

Writers workshop inspirational
By Becky Gerred
Staff Writer

“The Soul of Story: A Revival for Writers” was the
theme of a National Writing
Workshop attended by several OKCCC students and
professors interested in
journalism and featur e
writing.
The April workshop was
proclaimed a rousing success by the 700 saints and
sinners who sat in their
chairs, riveted by every
morsel cast forth by a stellar cast of speakers.
A group of approximately
50 acclaimed writers, including four Pulitzer Prize
winners, gathered together
at the University of Central
Oklahoma to encourage
and challenge those
present to keep moving forward journalistically.
Journalism major Darcey

Ralls said the two-day
workshop inspired her.
“It made me want to go
home and write the best
story I’ve ever written,”
Ralls said.
Lee Gutkind, a novelist
and filmmaker, spoke at
the workshop.
He discussed the ethical
responsibilities of the creative non-fiction writer.
Gutkind said those are
accuracy and honesty.
Pulitzer Prize winner Bill
Dedman asked the crowd
at his lecture to ponder a
statement he made.
“If there’s an information
explosion, “ he said, “why
are more people not being
hit?”
Hugh Mulligan, a reporter for the Associated
Press, has covered most of
the great events of the last
half of the century.
“Writing is easy,” he said.
“Get some paper and write
down what occurs to you.

“It’s the occurring that’s
hard.”
Nationally-syndicated
columnist Betty Baye explained the need for soulful writing. She said writers must have feelings.
“How can you write
about people and be
compassionless?” Baye
asked.
OKCCC Student Judith
Iardella said Baye’s speech
was the best part of the
workshop.
“I was ready to stand up
and shout alleluia,” Iardella
said.
The workshop was sponsored by The Daily Oklahoman, The Poynter Institute
for Media Studies, The Associated Press/Oklahoma
News Executives, The Dallas Morning News, The University of Central Oklahoma Journalism Department, the Mid-America
Pr ess
Institute
and
Benham Group.

Incredible Sales Opportunity
McKinley Properties
Weekend positions available
Saturday 10:00 to 5:00, Sunday 1:00 to 5:00
Several locations available. Apply in person at

3109 N. Portland

May 3, 1999 • PIONEER • 9

Editor • Melissa Guice • 682-1611, ext. 7675

Absolute
reception
planned
By Jamie Johnson
Assistant Editor

The creative juices have
been flowing and the result
is Absolute 99, the literary
and art journal of OKCCC.
Clay Randolph is the faculty adviser of the Absolute.
He said the journal is diverse.
“The jour nal is comprised of mainly student
work but does feature some
work from staff at the college,” said Randolph, also
an OKCCC professor of
composition and literature.
Larry B. Stem and
Sharon R. Kear were the
student editors of this edition. They read all the selections that were entered.
Randolph said one particular piece in the journal
is of special interest.
“A highlight this year is
the inclusion of ‘One frame
at a T ime,’ an essay by
Chuck Porter, who won the
Pulitzer Prize for one of his
photographs of the Oklahoma City bombing,”
Randolph said.
There will be a free reception May 6 in the foyer
of the library at 4 p.m.
Refreshments will be
served and authors of the
short stories and essays
will read selections of their
work.
Copies of the Absolute
will be available for purchase at a cost of $5. The
public is invited to attend.

Summer
student jobs
available
“Jobs,”
Cont. from page 1
fessionals who spend summers guarding the lives of
swimmers across the state,
this training is the most
important instruction they

will receive.
“We’re considered the
number one training
source in this part of the
state for water safety professionals,” Moler said.
“We provide more training than any other facility
in the state, serving about
400 people each year.”
Courses include Life-

guard Training, CPR for the
Pr ofessional Rescuer,
Safety Training for Swim
Coaches, Water Safety Instructor and Head Guard.
Anyone wanting to learn
about water safety can attend the training.
“If anyone is looking for
a job at any pool, they can
get all their training here.”

Moler added that those
who work through the
summer at the Aquatic
Center typically are chosen
first at hiring time in the
fall.
For more information
about cost and times for
classes, call the Office of
Recreation and Community
Services at 682-7560.

•PIONEER•
SAVE TIME!
FAX YOUR AD!
(405)682-7568
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Highlights
Scholarship deadlines approaching
The deadline for the Cloud of Witnesses Scholarship is
May 15. Anyone can apply for the Cloud of Witnesses
Scholarship. The deadline for the Future Teachers
Scholarship is May 21. Only those who are planning to
pursue teaching as a career should apply for this
scholarship. Applications can be picked up in the
Prospective Student Services office on the first floor of
the main building. For more information, contact Linda
Sapp at 682-1611 ext. 7580.
Pagan Student Alliance seeks interested students
Another new club, the Pagan Student Alliance, is forming
on campus this semester. OKCCC student Heather
Belcher said the purpose of the club will be to support
students who have pagan beliefs and also to inform people
as to what paganism is. The club will allow pagan students
and students who are interested in paganism to learn and
grow with others following the ancient paths. To sign up or
to request more information, call the Student Life
Department at 682-1611 ext. 7737.
OKCCC offers fitness workshops
Fitness instructors who would like to receive certification
or continuing education training can attend one of several
workshops sponsored by OKCCC’s Health Technology
Center and the National Dance and Exercise Instruction
Training Association. The Aerobic Certification Workshop
will be held Saturday, May 15, for potential and current
fitness instructors. This workshop covers the basic
academic and practical applications of teaching group
exercise, including basic steps, heart rate checks, beats,
warming up and safety. Workshop registration includes a
full-day review, written exam, two-year certification and
membership to the NDEITA. Continuing education
workshops will also be held for teachers of aquatic aerobics
and kickboxing on May 16. Pre-registration for any of the
workshops is important, as space is limited. For more
information or to register, call 1-800-237-6242.
Get ready for summer with water safety training
For some of the thousands of water safety professionals
who spend their summer guarding the lives of swimmers
across the state, the Southwest Regional Aquatic and First
Aid School is the most important instruction they will
receive. Held by the Office of Recreation and Community
Services at OKCCC in conjunction with the Oklahoma
County Chapter of the American Red Cross and the
Recreation and Parks Society, this year’s training will be
conducted May 7 through May 23 at OKCCC’s Aquatic
Center. Lifeguards, swimming instructors, coaches, pool
maintenance people and camp counselors who want to
learn about water safety are encouraged to attend the
training. Courses include Lifeguard Training, CPR for the
Professional Rescuer, Safety Training for Swim Coaches,
Water Safety Instructor and many others. Several sections
in each course are offered through April and May. For more
information about cost and times for classes, call the Office
of Recreation and Community services at 682-7560.
Fall tuition fee waiver applications available
Fall tuition fee waiver applications are available in the
student financial aid center located on the first floor of the
main building. The deadline to submit applications to the
student financial aid center is 5 p.m. Friday, Aug. 6. Fall
tuition fee waiver awards will be posted in the student
financial aid center on Friday, Aug. 20.

Photo by John Thomas

You’ve got mail: Stephen Xavier Phillips checks the mail for the Chess Club. Mailboxes
are provided for each club and organization on campus. They are located in the Student Activities
Office in area 1J8 on the first floor of the main building. The Student Organizations office was
created to provide a facility and equipment to assist student club officers in achieving the goals
of their clubs. Officers have access to a telephone, three computers, the Internet, printers, a
typewriter, desks, filing and storage cabinets, tables, chairs and lounge furniture. This area is
accessible from 8 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday.

Yan Xin Qigong promotes
coordination of mind, spirit
By Jamie Johnson
Assistant Editor

An old form of Eastern
medicine is making it’s way
westward to OKCCC.
Qigong, pronounced Chi
Kung, ar e mental and
physical training exercises
that are widely beneficial
for disease elimination and
prevention as well as health
maintenance and enhancement, said Dr. Wei Cao,
professor of Ophtalmology
at the University of Oklahoma School of Medicine.
Vijayan Ramachandran,
professor of business at
OKCCC, along with Rob
Loving, OKCCC adjunct
professor, will be the faculty
sponsor of the new club,
with considerable help and
instruction from Dr. Cao.
Originally from mainland China, Cao received
his MD in Ophthamology
and his Ph.D. of clinical
science at the University of
Sherbrooke in Canada in
1993.

Qigong, Cao explains, is ran’s office in 2R3 of the
a form of alternative medi- main building.
cine that focuses on the
The first meeting was
coordination of the mind held at 6 p.m. April 29 in
and the spirit. It dates back room 2R5 of the main
over 7000 years and is building.
passed down from generaThere will be another
tion to generation—from meeting taking place at
masters to their students. 12:30 p.m. on Thursday,
“There are thousands of May 6 in room 2N5 of the
different types of Qigong, main building. This meetsaid Cao.
ing will focus on the first
“The one that we will be session of Yan Xin Qigong.
teaching and
using will be
Yan
Xin
OKCCC Clubs,Organizations
Qigong.”
This type
Clubs and organizations are provided at
of
Qigong
OKCCC in order to encourage students
combines the
to become involved in a variety of
use of tradiactivities. Through active involvement in
tional Chithese organizations, students have the
nese medical
opportunity to develop leadership and
practices and
organizational skills; interact with other
We s t e r n
students, faculty and staff; and increase
medicine,
their access to social, educational and
Cao said.
career-oriented supportive activities. For
Any intergeneral information about the student
ested and poorganizations, these activities, or for
tential meminformation about starting a new club or
ber should
organization, please contact the Office of
sign up outStudent Life, located on the first floor of
side
of
the main building or call 682-7523.
Ramachand-
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Classifieds
Pioneer Classified Advertising is
free to all currently enrolled
OKCCC students and employees for any personal classified
ad. Ads must be submitted in
writing with IDs supplied or work
area and college extension included. Deadline for advertising
is 5 p.m. Tuesday prior to the publication date. Call 682-1611 ext.
7674 for more information.

AUTOMOBILES
FOR SALE: 95 Ford Windstar,
Must sell. 65 K, pwr. windows and
locks. Rear air, AM/FM cassette.
New tires, $9350 OBO. Call Randy
at 642-8823. NADA $11,500.
FOR SALE: 95 Izuzu Rodeo6 cyl, 56K miles, all power, tilt,
cruise, alarm, tint, super nice.
$13,800 OBO. Call 682-9190.

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE: Wedding items.
Never used wedding dress, white,
sz 8/10. Long sleeve, V neckline,
full train, V waistline. $600 OBO. 2
slips sz. 8/10, $40 OBO. Veil
comb, shoulder length, beaded
with roses $90 OBO. Cake top,
heart shape, cherub angels $50
OBO. 3 bridesmaid dresses, long
chiffon bow, maroon $65 OBO.
White shoes, sz 10, sq heel, $35
OBO. All items from David’s Bridal.
Contact Jill at 691-0613, leave
message.
FOR SALE: Complete set of
Encylopedia Brittanica, with year

books and extras. Excellent
condition. Make offer! 631-3030.
FOR SALE: Girls bdrm. suite.
Solid oak with hearts. Daybed with
trundle, chest of drawers, matching
desk and night stand. Very nice.
$250, call 682-1611 ext. 7377 or
392-3177.
FOR SALE: Camper shell
$100. Will fit a full sz Chevy or
GMC truck. Call 745-7739. If not
home please leave a message.
FOR SALE: Truck box. Heavy
plastic “Work Box,” black, locks, 5
ft. across. $25, call 672-6328.
FOR SALE: College algebra
book and solutions manual. Both
for $75. Call Robby at 745-3994 or
410-2626.
FOR SALE: Wooden bunkbed.
Angled design, twin top, double
bottom. Drawers underneath
bottom with mattresses and
hardware, ladder, side railing.
$350 call 672-6328.
FOR SALE: Cute and adorable
black German Shepherd Puppies,
need new homes. Only seven
weeks old. $50 each. Call David
or Woody after 5 p.m. at (405)
525-8359.
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

FOUND: Ladies ring found in
the ladies restroom the night of
the art show presentation. Call
359-7918.
FOUND: Hand-held two-way
radio. See Melissa in the Pioneer
office or call Becky at 682-1611,
ext. 7674.

POSITIONS
HELP WANTED: Greenbriar
YMCA now accepting applications
for summer job opportunities. 1500
Kingsridge Drive, Oklahoma City
or call 691-8101.
HELP WANTED: Church day
care in Okla. City needs full time
teachers. Call 946-7847.

$10 AN HOUR +
2 HOURS PER EVENING
CALL BOB AT 292-7432.
BADBOYZ NEEDED:
Oklahoma’s only semi-pro
football team is looking for
college prospects for the
Oklahoma BadBoyz — ’95-’96
League Champs. Must be at
least 18 and have a love for the
sport. Call Chris Knight at 6361267 or pager 961-4384.

SERVICES
Editing/Proofreading
$5 per hour
Also typing/editing $1
per page • Experienced

321-8834
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OKCCC president receives Phi Theta Kappa award
“Todd,”
Cont. from page 1
been a real hands-on president.”
Todd said the college’s
PTK members are really to
thank for the award.
“I’m very honored to receive this prestigious
award,” he said.
“But the work is performed by the excellent students who have made our
chapter of Phi Theta Kappa
one of the finest in the nation.
“I’m proud to support
their efforts and stand behind them 110 percent.”
The award was established in 1995 to honor
presidents who go the ex-

tra mile in supporting their
school and its activities.
“He’s been nominated
every year since 1995,” said
Richard Rouillard, OKCCC
professor of English and cosponsor of PTK.
“There’s no doubt he deserves it.
“Back when he was dean
of instruction, about 15
years ago, he fought to have

Phi Theta Kappa become
the full responsibility of the
academic side of the college,” Rouillard said.
“They needed an adviser,
so he became the first when
that change was made.
“He was the one who got
the organization back on its
feet and moving again, and
he has been there for PTK
ever since.”

Need help or an
escort to your
car?
Call campus
security at
ext.7691

Oklahoma Film
Institute to return
By Darcey Ralls
Staff Writer

Some of the top
names in the motion picture industry will be in
attendance as OKCCC
hosts the second annual
Oklahoma Film Institute.
The Institute is a
statewide project that
gives up-and-coming
camera operators, sound
mixers, electricians and
editors hands-on experience in all aspects of film
production.
The Oklahoma Film
Institute will consist of
three training programs
led by professionals in
the business.
Participants will learn
professional techniques
to create their film, from
the basics of operating a
camera and recording
sound on location to editing the film digitally at
the college using advanced computer programs.
Several Oklahoma
film industry professionals will lend their expertise to the intensive, twoweek institute, including
Brian “Bulldog” Blagowsky, who has served
as key grip, electrician
and gaffer on motion pic-

tures for HBO, Fox Television and War ner
Brothers.
Gwyn Williams, senior arts and music producer for the BBC in
Wales and guest teacher
at OKCCC for the
spring, will share his
knowledge with the students as well.
The film institute was
created two years ago to
showcase the state to
filmmakers, according
to Dr. Manuel Prestamo,
dean of Global Education and Cultural Programming at OKCCC.
Film Production I and
II will be held May 14
through 18 and May 19
through 23, r espectively, at Lake Murray
State Park.
Editing Techniques
will be held May 24
through 28 at OKCCC.
Enrollment is limited to
16 students.
This event is sponsored by OKCCC’s Office of Global Education
and Cultural Programming and the Oklahoma
Department of Tourism
and Recreation.
For more information, or to enroll in the
Oklahoma Film Institute, contact the Office
of Global Education and
Cultural Programming
at OKCCC at 682-7579.
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